
I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Hello, SUNYLA colleagues, 

It is hard to believe this is my last newsletter message 

as SUNYLA president. The past year has flown by, and so 

much has happened within our libraries, campuses, 

communities, and the world at large. As I reflect on this 

time, I'm struck by how much we have all accomplished 

— and what remarkable “things” have been happening 

across SUNY! 

The following is just a small sampling of activities and accomplishments 

from the past year, in no particular order and certainly not comprehensive. 

(I've been reading it to the tune of “We Didn't Start the Fire” by Billy Joel — 

feel free to try it. ☺) 

New staff, tenure and promotion, new directors, retirements, SUNY 

Chancellor's Award for Excellence in Librarianship, mentoring, author 

talks, space renovations, awards, grants. 

Research, published articles and book chapters, conference 

presentations — NYLA, SUNYLA, ACRL, ALA. 

Maintaining physical and digital collections, weeding and relocating 

materials, Albany absorbing The College of Saint Rose's Curriculum 

Library, artificial intelligence, accessibility deadlines (but let's not go 

there!), orientations, therapy dogs, sabbaticals, shared governance, 

search committees, podcasts. 

 (Continued on page 2) 
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SUNYLA’s Special Collections and Archives Interest Group (SCAIG) is a new group made up of over 

twenty-five members representing archivists, librarians, and support staff across SUNY. The group 

has already met three times (November 2025, February 2026, and April 2026), all via Zoom.  

Going forward, SCAIG plans to meet every other month to discuss matters related to the 

organization, preservation, and access to physical and digital historical materials in our care. 

Discussions within the group thus far have included navigating compliance of Title II of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act, the state of collections management at our institutions, and effective ways to share professional 

knowledge among each other and beyond. Planned future discussion topics include preservation concerns and 

care, managing digitization projects, approaches to classroom engagements with collections, and artificial 

intelligence tools for special collections and archives.  

The next SCAIG meeting is being planned for the 2026 SUNYLA annual conference and will be open for anyone to 

attend. If you’re interested in attending future meetings or general group connection, contact Zachary Vickery 

(zachary.vickery@oswego.edu). 

A N N O U N C I N G  S C A I G   

Zachary Vickery (Oswego) 

(Continued from page 1) 

Programs and events — chili cook-offs, Crafternoon, a National Squirrel Day exhibit (who knew?!), 

Make a Paper Sun Catcher, seed libraries. 

The IDEA Committee's book club launch, and ongoing advocacy and support for marginalized 

communities. 

I am in awe of the talent, intelligence, empathy, energy, and resourcefulness found within each of 

our libraries — and I am truly honored to have worked alongside all of you. 

Come Fall 2026, SUNYLA News will have a new look—and YOU can help decide what that look will be! 

Production of the newsletter is switching to a new platform as Microsoft is retiring their Publisher product. I realized 

that this is the perfect opportunity to change things up. I will be testing out different platforms over the Summer 

and playing around with the design, and I would love to have input from all of you. What do you like about the 

current version of the newsletter? What do you not like? The fonts? The layout? How it’s organized? The colors? 

The page orientation? The whatever-thing-you’re-thinking-of? I’ll be reconsidering 

most every aspect of the publication. At this point, the SUNYLA logo is only thing I 

can say for sure will not change.  

So, tell me what you think. Fill out this quick form or just send me an email (daviesac@cobleskill.edu). Thanks! 

 

F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R :  N E W S L E T T E R  R E D E S I G N  

April Davies (Cobleskill) 

Zachary Vickery  

mailto:zachary.vickery@oswego.edu
https://forms.gle/UwRT88rS4kzMZVJZA
mailto:daviesac@cobleskill.edu
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C A M P U S  N E W S  &  N O T E S  

On Tuesday, March 10th, SUNY Adirondack Library, in partnership with WSWHE BOCES, hosted the annual “Battle of the 

Books” event at SUNY Adirondack's Queensbury campus. Battle of the Books is a reading competition where students 

read books throughout the school year, and then come together to demonstrate their abilities and to test their 

knowledge of the books they have read. Over 400 students in grades 3-6 from our local K-12 school districts 

participated in the event. For many of these students it was their first time ever visiting a college campus. It is our hope 

that these avid readers will be our future students here at SUNY Adirondack! 

A D I R O N D A C K  

Emily Goodspeed 

Deborah LaFond’s Professional Development Initiatives 

Deborah LaFond, UAlbany Social Sciences Subject Librarian for Psychology, Educational 

Psychology and Counseling, Women's, Gender and Sexuality Studies, Africana Studies 

departments, co-presented on March 25th at the University of Illinois-Urbana Champaign’s African 

Studies and Mortenson Centers’ panel entitled “Decolonizing African Collections Through Open 

Access” along with Andiswa Mfengu, Reggie Raju (University of Cape Town, South Africa) and 

Jason Schultz (Vanderbilt). Jason and Deborah’s presentation addressed “Advocacy for Decolonial 

Praxis of African Collections: Diamond Open Access Models and Networks” in conversation with 

panelists and audience. In September 2025, Deborah and Jason were invited as presenters/participants in dialogue 

with the University of Cape Town Library leadership team’s “Strategic Workshop on Collection Development,” where 

participants engaged in how “knowledge as a public good” scholarly communication promotion can guide library 

publishing, collection re-imagining, outreach/training to serve African and Global South community knowledge 

production. At the African Studies Association meeting in November 2025, Deborah and Jason presented on “Re-

Imagining An Inclusive Scholarly Communication and Publishing Ecosystem Without Paywalls: Ubuntu Practices in 

Diamond Open Access Models - The Global South Leads the Way!”  

Deborah is an active member of our university as an Elected Senator-at-Large, Co-Chair of the University Life Council, 

chair of the UUP chapter’s Women’s Rights and Concerns Committee, and a member of the University Library Climate 

Committee. She also serves as Co-Chair of the Collections and User Services Committee for the Africana Librarians 

Council. 

In February 2026, Deborah co-developed “Art + Feminism Wikipedia Edit-a-thon 2026” with the Library Climate 

Committee and the University Art Museum. Deborah also co-developed 2 library exhibits with collaborators. “Black 

History Month: Afro-Futurism and Speculative Black Fiction” (in collaboration with Dr. Aiesha Turman) in February 2026, 

and for Women’s History Month in March 2026, “Feminist Foundations and Beyond” (in collaboration with Dr. Janell 

Hobson and WGSS 590 students). 

Amanda Lowe’s LIVE @ The Library Music Event Series  

During the Spring 2026 semester, Outreach and Marketing Librarian Amanda Lowe, in partnership with the Music  

 (Continued on page 4) 

A L B A N Y  

Kabel Stanwicks 

Deborah LaFond 
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(Continued from page 3) 

Department, piloted a new program series at the University at Albany Libraries —LIVE @ The 

Library. The events brought together students, faculty, and community members to experience 

a range of choral and instrumental works in a reimagined library setting. Small concerts held in 

library spaces such as the Minerva Room and the President’s Reading Room included 

performances by the Minerva Ensemble, Chamber Singers, and the UAlbany Community 

Chorale.  

Personnel News 

We welcomed three new librarians to our ranks this winter: Ellis Ging is our new Physical Materials Cataloging and 

Metadata Librarian, Kate Wantuch is our new Electronic Resources Cataloging and Metadata Librarian, and Kaci Wilson 

is our new Health Sciences and Systematic Review Librarian. 

We are currently running searches for a Business and Data Services Librarian, as well as a Scholarly Communications 

Librarian. 

Other News from the Libraries 

The UAlbany Libraries Creative Technologies Lab partnered with the Albany Public Library’s Creative Lab to offer Cricut 

design and basics workshops in March. 

We’ve started a monthly newsletter for our own Library faculty and staff to share information and highlight to great work 

that we’re all doing. 

Library Events 

A teach-in on ICE, including sessions focusing on psychology, history, civil rights, and current events, organized by Maria 

Planansky and Rai Yiannakos was a huge success. The turnout of about 125 attendees had library staff scrambling to 

locate more chairs in an unexpected, positive way. The number, and engagement, of attendees demonstrates the 

importance of this event to the campus community. Kudos to Maria and Rai for identifying and quickly responding to a 

community need! 

The One Book One Alfred community read was organized and facilitated collaboratively by librarians from Alfred 

University Libraries, Hinkle Memorial Library at Alfred State, and the Alfred Box of Books Public Library. All copies of this 

year’s book, 1984, were quickly claimed by members of the community, and over a dozen people, including high school 

students, college students form both campuses, and members of the community, came together for the book 

discussion.  

The AU Libraries’ Anti-Racism and Anti-Oppression Steering Committee organized and facilitated a book talk by Rafael 

Outland and Thomas Noel about their recent book, The Impact of Police Killings on the Family and Community of Youth 

Victims. Nic Crosby and Ellen Bahr were integral to the success of the event.  

AU Libraries helped facilitate the annual Alfred University Undergraduate Research Forum, during which undergraduate 

students from all academic units presented over 100 posters showcasing their academic and creative research efforts. 

The event is always a highlight for the campus and is a chance for students, including several library student workers, to 

 (Continued on page 5) 

A L F R E D  C E R A M I C S  

Samantha Dannick  

Minerva Ensemble 
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(Continued from page 4) 

shine. For the first time, the Libraries were also represented as an academic unit at the URF, with student Kati O’Neill 

presenting a poster on her library social media internship, supervised by Rai Yiannakos.  

Honors and Awards 

Maria Planansky, Collection Management Librarian, was awarded the 2026 Abigail Allen Award, a 

significant achievement and honor. The Abigail Allen Award is presented to one faculty or staff 

member each year who has contributed to the Alfred University campus and community by 

improving the quality of women’s lives today and whose exceptional efforts deserve recognition in 

this vein. As if this wasn’t enough, Maria was also awarded a Faculty Scholar Award, which honors 

excellence in research and scholarship.  

The 2025-2026 SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Librarianship has been awarded to 

Samantha Dannick, Engineering and Scholarly Communication Librarian. Foundational to 

Samantha's impact on Alfred University and the New York State College of Ceramics is the 

teaching, research support, and relationship-building with students and faculty through her role as 

the liaison librarian to the School of Engineering. Additionally, Samantha's efforts have benefited 

the campus through her scholarly communications collaborations with campus partners and 

leadership in Open Access (OA), Open Educational Resources (OER), and Universal Design for 

Learning (UDL). Her campus service includes coordinating the Alfred University Undergraduate Research Forum and co-

leading the UDL Task Force. Samantha has served within SUNY through roles such as SUNY FACT² member, SUNY OER 

campus lead, reviewer for SUNY grant programs and conferences, the SUNYLA Conference planning committee, and is 

now the campus delegate to the SUNYLA Council. Through publications, book chapters, and conference presentations 

on topics ranging from engineering librarianship and scholarly communication to OER, UDL, and social justice, 

Samantha has contributed meaningfully to professional discourse.  

Publications and Presentations 

Rai Yiannakos presented on her role as Public Services Librarian at the 2026 SUNYLA Future Librarians Day. 

John Hosford facilitated two exhibitions in the Scholes Project Room gallery space: Floating Color and Abstract 

Topographie: Katrin Laade. 

Shauna-Kay Harrison presented a Bergren Forum on “The Work of a Digital Archivist,” introducing the Alfred community 

to the functions and expertise that her role entails. Shauna-Kay also presented on AI as part of a campus series 

featuring faculty discussing the possibilities and challenges presented by AI in higher education. 

Kevin Adams published an article in the Journal of Radical Librarianship: “Academic Libraries in the Age of Vectoralism: 

Resisting the New Ruling Class.”  

Samantha Dannick 

Maria Planansky 

A L F R E D  S T A T E  

Nick Cousino  

The Hinkle Memorial Library team engaged with students in courses and clubs this semester. On March 3, students, 

including those in Business Ethics and Global and Diverse Perspectives classes, attended and presented at “Disrupting 

the Algorithm,” a media literacy event in the library classroom co-hosted by Alfred State's Center for Civic Leadership. 

Students discussed lateral reading in relationship to Bad Bunny's Super Bowl halftime show and analyzed marketing  

 (Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 5) 

practices of modern businesses. Additional activities included a presentation by an English faculty member on Orson 

Welles's radio broadcast of War of the Worlds. On April 6, Interior Design students shared the projects they had been 

working on since the beginning of the semester to update the library space. They printed their design boards, which 

included ideas for improved wayfinding, updated furniture, new ways to arrange existing services and resources, and 

potential new services the library could offer. Each student gave a short presentation of their individual plan and then 

library staff circulated among the boards, engaging with students and asking questions. Lastly, the Pioneer Paranormal 

Society student club held an investigation of Hinkle Library after our normal operating hours on Friday, March 20, and 

hosted a “Halfway to Halloween” party after library hours on Friday, April 24. Before the investigation began, a club 

member who attends classes on our School of Applied Technology campus in Wellsville exclaimed that she had no idea 

the Alfred campus library was so big and had so many types of books to offer! 

Library Director Janelle Varin presented at the SUNY General Education Conference with Alfred State colleague Gerry 

Ianovici, Assistant Professor of English, on April 10. Their presentation, “The Cyborg Personal Librarian: Combining AI 

Literacy with One-on-One Student Assistance to Improve Research Skills of Developmental Composition Students,” 

described an embedded librarian program that they piloted this semester. Janelle met with Gerry's students three times 

in February and March, leading students in discussions and experimenting with using AI tools such as Microsoft Copilot 

and Visible AI. Conclusions drawn from the pilot included the need for AI literacy training throughout coursework, not just 

in Composition classes. 

Alfred State Libraries partnered with the Alfred Box of Books public library and the Alfred University Libraries to host our 

annual Community Read event. The pick this year was 1984 by George Orwell. Members from both colleges as well as 

the local community came out to discuss this classic and enjoy free refreshments at the local Terra Cotta coffee shop. 

Plans are being discussed to expand future Community Read events. 

Alfred State Libraries hosted SUNY AI for the Public Good Fellow Michelle Malinovsky for an on-campus event open to all 

faculty and staff on April 30. Michelle, a librarian and English professor at Onondaga Community College, led a hands-on 

workshop to assist faculty in incorporating AI literacy into their courses, followed by a presentation/discussion about 

classroom activities, challenges, and anything else AI-related that folks wanted to discuss.  

B I N G H A M T O N  

Aleshia Huber 

Events 

A grand opening for Bartle Library’s 3rd floor gallery space was held 

on April 30. The exhibit, which features a full-scale data-visualization 

and interactive wall, was developed by the world’s largest 

independent design firm Pentagram under information designer 

Giorgia Lupi. Remarks were given by Dean of Libraries Andrea 

Falcone and Ed Ryan, Graphic Designer and Associate Partner with 

Pentagram. 

Library Research Scholars presented their posters on May 6 during 

the University’s research days. This is the third year of our Research 

Scholars program. More information and the project topics for this 

year are on the Libraries’ website. 

 (Continued on page 7) 

Bartle Library’s 3rd floor gallery space  

https://www.binghamton.edu/news/story/6109/bartle-library-showcases-data-through-art
https://www.binghamton.edu/libraries/about/admin/scholars/
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(Continued from page 6) 

Special Collections recently hosted its 4th annual student book arts competition. The open house exhibition for this 

year’s submissions took place on May 4. See our blog post to learn more and see last year’s winners.  

During March and April, the Sustainability Hub coordinated eight outreach events celebrating sustainability and Earth 

Day. Events included Crafting at the Food Co-Op, tabling at the Sustainability Fair, and the Clothing Swap. A special Earth 

Day panel, “Technology, AI and the Environment”, was given by Dr. Srikanth Rangarajan and Dr. Bahgat G. Sammakia on 

April 21. The informal talk provided an accessible overview of how AI data centers operate, how they are cooled, why 

they require significant energy and water resources, and the overall environmental implications of their rapid expansion. 

Additionally, the Sustainability Hub will be celebrating its 5th birthday in May.  

The “Go for the (Reading) Goal” event was held February 25 to encourage attendees to set reading goals for the year 

with a Bingo card and highlighted our popular reading collection. 

The Libraries and the Q Center co-hosted a panel, “Banned Books & Censorship”, on April 14. The panel included faculty 

from English, Middle East and Ancient Mediterranean Studies (MEAMs), and Anthropology to discuss book banning and 

censorship with a focus on its impact on marginalized groups, specifically BIPOC and the LGBTQ+ community. 

A “Poets’ Loft” event was held April 21 which invited poets from across campus to share their work with fellow poets 

through poetry reading and the opportunity to meet the Creative Writing Librarian Matthew Harrick.  

Staffing 

The Storage and Delivery unit is excited to announce that Elliot Morelli-Wolfe (they/them) joined our team as the Support 

Associate for Storage and Delivery Services starting Thursday, May 7. Elliot has worked at multiple public libraries in 

Connecticut and has a strong interest in technology and outreach. 

The Cataloging and Metadata unit is pleased to announce that Ning Jiang has joined our team as the Database 

Maintenance Associate starting Thursday, May 7. Ning previously worked as a circulation assistant in Bartle Library. 

Collections 

Special Collections recently acquired a 14th century manuscript 

breviary. The book was written around 1350 by Franciscan friars in 

northern Italy, and later bound in Scotland around 1870. The breviary 

functioned as a mobile reference tool for friars to use in their position 

in the church. One of three types of popular devotional books, in 

addition to psalters and books of hours, the addition of this breviary 

to the collection expands Binghamton’s resources for study and 

teaching of medieval culture. 

The Libraries recently added on two more publishers to our growing 

Transformative Agreement open access publishing options: the 

American Chemical Society and Springer.  
Manuscript breviary, ca. 1350 

https://libnews.binghamton.edu/specialcollections/2026/02/26/student-book-arts-competition-spring-2026/
https://www.binghamton.edu/news/story/6200/14th-century-manuscript-is-history-in-your-hands
https://libraryguides.binghamton.edu/transformative-agreements
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Drake Memorial Library is busy preparing for SUNYLA Conference 2026, Currents of Change: Navigating Librarianship in 

a Rapidly Evolving World. SUNY Brockport will host the event June 16-18, providing a great opportunity for scholarship, 

networking, and learning with others in the library community. BTW, registration is now open! 

The library hosted a Scholarship and Creativity Celebration on Monday, April 27th. This event served as a means of 

honoring all the books, articles, and creative works produced by SUNY Brockport faculty from 2018 to present. The 

event featured faculty reading, a display of current books and articles written by Brockport faculty, along with food and 

engaging conversation. 

Dr. Mary Jo Orzech, Scholarly Communications Librarian, is the recipient of the Chancellor’s Award 

for Excellence in Librarianship. Mary Jo is an enthusiastic champion for Open Educational Resources 

(OER), Open Access, and affordable course materials. She is committed to reducing economic 

barriers to higher education for students. She works collaboratively with professors to navigate 

finding, adopting, and creating Open Educational Resources. Mary Jo builds strong connections 

across campus and throughout the community, developing meaningful relationships between the 

library and other units on campus as well as with community partners.  

Dana Laird, Head of Drake Library Technical Services, is receiving a Brockport Outstanding Service 

to the University Award this spring. Currently, Dana works with librarians and library staff to acquire 

and make available physical and electronic resources vital in supporting coursework, research, and 

scholarship at SUNY Brockport. Her calm and reassuring manner, positive attitude and good ideas 

make her a joy to work with and keep the library moving forward. Dana played a pivotal role in a 

campuswide e-resources review and contributes to a variety of service activities at the campus, 

local, state and national levels. 

Dr. Logan Rath (Drake Librarian) and Dr. Kathy Olmstead (Brockport Education & Human 

Development Faculty) have edited a new open access Literacy Handbook that is now available for 

adoption. Big 6 Handbook: Activities to Support Literacy in New York State includes 96 entries from 

students in Dr. Olmstead's Literacy class. 

Casey Spark presented “It’s a TEAMS Effort!” at the ELUNA 2026 Conference in Los Angeles. In the 

presentation, Casey discussed a project the library undertook to update digital storage of library files 

and communications within Microsoft Teams. 

B R O C K P O R T  

Dana Laird  

Mary Jo Orzech 

Dana Laird 

In mid-March, Jess Petrylak joined the library as the curator of our art collection and exhibit space. 

Jess brings fresh energy and experience to the Gallery@SUNY Broome, and we're looking forward to 

seeing her plans and projects take shape. 

On March 25, Paul Bond, Outreach and Instruction Librarian at SUNY Broome, led a webinar 

through the Media Education Lab's Leading from the Library series on “Fun and Games with 

Copyright.” The webinar introduced attendees to Copyright: the Card Game as an engaging, 

interactive approach to copyright education. 

 (Continued on page 9) 

B R O O M E  

Erin Wilburn  

Paul Bond 

https://events.sunyla.org/sunyla26/register-to-attend/
https://mediaeducationlab.com/events/leading-library-fun-and-games-copyright
https://mediaeducationlab.com/events/leading-library-fun-and-games-copyright
https://copyrightliteracy.org/resources/copyright-the-card-game/
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SUNY Buffalo librarians have poster presentations accepted for the upcoming ALA Annual in Chicago, June 25-29, 2026 

as part of the Outreach and Engagement poster session. 

Bryan Sajecki and Laurel Mueller will present “Rooted in Wellness: Plant-Based Library Programming for Student Well-

being,” co-authored by Ally Wood, Carolyn Klotzbach-Russell, and Mary Kamela. 

Carolyn Klotzbach Russell and Mary Kamela will present “Libraries as Civic Catalysts: Empowering Voter Engagement 

Through Strategic Partnerships and Programs.”  

B U F F A L O   

Deborah Chiarella 

(Continued from page 8) 

Congratulations to Noah Roth, E-Resources Librarian, who has been named a recipient of the 2026 

Chancellor's Award for Excellence in Librarianship. Noah has worked at SUNY Broome since 2007, 

supporting students in many areas of library service, at the reference desk, and in classes across 

several disciplines. We’re thrilled to see his work recognized at the system level. 

At the time of this writing, we are conducting a search for a new systems librarian, as our current 

Systems Librarian, Amanda Hollister, will be retiring at the end of the semester. We will miss her, 

and wish her a well-deserved and relaxing retirement! 
Noah Roth 

We’ve seen some major milestones here in Butler Library with the retirements of three wonderful colleagues whose 

combined service to Buffalo State spans 90+ years. Please join us in acknowledging the achievements of: 

• Barb Barone, Reference Librarian, who retired in March. After earning an MFA and an MLS from the UB, Barb joined 

Buffalo State as a student intern before becoming a librarian in the Reference Services Department. For many 

years, she has been a welcoming and trusted presence at the Reference Desk, known for her patience, warmth, and 

ability to assist with both everyday questions and complex research challenges. 

• Marianne Muha, Head of Bibliographic and Metadata Services, who will retire in May. A graduate of the UB’s MLS 

program, Marianne has served as our principal cataloger for monographs and serials and played a key role in library 

acquisitions. She built the Curriculum Materials Lab into a heavily used campus resource, and her careful, 

consistent cataloging significantly improved the accessibility and discoverability of the library’s collections, 

benefiting users locally and beyond. 

• Amy Rockwell, First-Year Experience Librarian, who will retire in June. Amy earned both an MLS and an MS in 

Rehabilitation Counseling from the UB and served the library in many roles, including Microforms Librarian, 

Curriculum Laboratory Librarian, Accessibility Services Librarian, Assessment Librarian, and First-Year Experience 

Librarian. A dedicated advocate for student success, she received the President’s Award for Excellence in 

Librarianship in 2018 and was promoted to the rank of full Librarian in 2022. 

Julie Setele contributed their zine “My Abortion Journey” to a special, zine-focused issue of Unbound: A Journal of Digital 

Scholarship, edited by Spencer D. C. Keralis and Zach Frazier. As an example of scholarly personal narrative writing, 

Julie's zine draws connections between their individual story and broader sociopolitical movements. The journal is open 

access and available to read online.  

 (Continued on page 10) 

B U F F A L O  S T A T E  

Charles Lyons 

https://journals.library.unt.edu/index.php/unbound/issue/view/22
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Following a year as Interim Director, Jess Spooner was been appointed as the new Library Director at 

SUNY Canton, effective December 2025. A dedicated member of the library team since 2005, she 

brings extensive experience, having served in various roles within the library before becoming a 

librarian in 2012, the same year she earned her MLIS from the University at Buffalo. Jess is very 

excited to continue supporting the students, faculty, and staff in her new role! 

Seyvion Scott was recently hired as a full-time Instruction and Digital Scholarship 

Librarian at SUNY Canton on April 6th, 2026. Seyvion graduated from the 

University at Albany with a Master of Science in Information Science (MSIS) in May of 2021 and 

earned a Bachelor of Arts in African & African American Studies from the University of Rochester in 

May of 2019. Seyvion possesses ample knowledge and skills as an experienced academic librarian 

from her prior appointments at libraries across New York State - including libraries in Buffalo, 

Rochester, and Syracuse. Her new role at SUNY Canton focuses on advancing teaching, learning, 

and research, and blends information literacy instruction and digital scholarship, as well as 

exploring and applying emerging technologies, including artificial intelligence. According to Seyvion, “I am a resilient and 

brave young black woman in the field of librarianship. Librarianship is still a career choice that gives me immense joy 

and a sense of purpose in today's society; not only because of the wealth of knowledge and resources provided by 

libraries themselves, but because it is an honorable profession which centers literacy (being able to read and write), 

learning (providing knowledge and information to others), and serving communities of all ages, races, ethnicities, 

backgrounds, creeds, and religions.” Congratulations to Seyvion for her continued interest in and passion for 

librarianship, and welcome to SUNY Canton!  

C A N T O N  

Seyvion Scott  

(Continued from page 9) 

Chris Hulsman collaborated with our Instructional Design team to create Brightspace learning 

modules for library research and instruction. These asynchronous, interactive modules utilize 

quizzes, tutorials, and videos to support students in developing essential research skills and 

reinforcing academic success in online environments. Topics include article searching, APA 

formatting and citations, peer-review, and literature reviews. All faculty and students are enrolled in 

the modules and over 500 badges have been awarded so far. This initiative won second place in 

the SUNY Effective Online Practices Award Showcase in February of 2026. 

Justin Crossfox, Julie Setele, and Eugene Harvey are each teaching a section of the library’s one-credit information 

literacy course (LIB100: Introduction to Library Research Methods) to local high school students as a pilot in support of 

Buffalo State’s Middle Early College High School program. 

Ken Fujiuchi worked with NY State’s Department of Taxation and Finance to provide assistance to Buffalo State 

students, staff, and the surrounding community with preparing and e-filing their 2025 federal and state income tax 

returns. These no-charge Taxpayer Assistance Program (TAP) sessions were held every Friday this semester from 9am to 

5pm in the library.  

Chris Hulsman  

Seyvion Scott  

Jess Spooner  

https://library.buffalostate.edu/librarymodules
https://library.buffalostate.edu/librarymodules
https://online.suny.edu/suny-effective-online-practices-repository/entry/10540/
https://continuingstudies.buffalostate.edu/mechs
https://www.tax.ny.gov/tap/
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Kate Brent (Access Services, Systems & Archives Librarian), Theresa Dooley (Instruction Librarian & Reference 

Coordinator), and Faye Starman (Electronic Resources & Serials Librarian) recently presented at Cobleskill’s New Faculty 

Academy, where they welcomed new instructors and introduced the many ways the library supports teaching, learning, 

and student success. They highlighted a range of library services available to faculty, including information literacy 

instruction, course reserves, research assistance, the digital repository, and the importance of embedding library 

resources directly into Brightspace. The session provided new faculty with practical tools and collaborative opportunities 

to integrate library expertise into their courses from the start, helping to strengthen student engagement and academic 

achievement. 

Theresa Dooley was selected as the Partnership Fellow for the National Science Foundation’s EPIIC 

(Enabling Partnerships to Increase Innovation Capacity) A-SPARK (Agriculture & Science Practice 

and Access for Research-Driven Knowledge) grant. This collaborative initiative includes SUNY 

Cobleskill Ag & Tech, Modesto (Calif.) Junior College, and Louisiana State University-Eunice. In this 

role, Theresa will cultivate partnerships with local businesses, state and government agencies, 

educational institutions, and industry professionals to create mutually beneficial workforce 

development opportunities for faculty and students across the region. Theresa also served on the 

Steering Committee for the Northeast OER Summit, held March 25–26. With record attendance 

and strong engagement, this year’s summit highlighted themes of resilience and the expanding opportunities created 

through open education. 

Faye Starman partnered with the Effie Bennett-Powe Child Development Center on a “Storytime in 

the Library” series for children ages 3–5. Each month’s program was thoughtfully designed to align 

with topics the children were exploring in their classrooms, allowing stories, songs, and activities to 

reinforce and extend their learning experiences. During Storytime, she encouraged active 

participation by asking questions that supported comprehension, empathy, and prediction skills, 

helping children connect with both the stories and one another. Songs were also incorporated to 

promote engagement while strengthening early literacy skills in a fun and memorable way. To 

further encourage reading beyond the program, a special browsing area was created featuring books connected to the 

monthly theme and the children’s interests, providing them with an opportunity to borrow materials and continue literacy 

development outside the classroom. 

The library hosted its annual Mac & Cheese Contest on March 25, welcoming entries from students, faculty, and staff. 

After plenty of enthusiastic tasting and judging, several library staff members 

earned top honors. April Davies captured first place in two categories, Best Tasting 

and Cheesiest. Kate Brent received third place in the Cheesiest category. A joint 

effort by Culinary majors Juan Bermudez and Dillon Sprague, both library student 

assistants, took first place for Most Unique with their tasty Queso Birria Mac & 

Cheese offering. This popular annual event continues to be a fun and flavorful way 

to bring the campus community together. 

As the semester wound down, the library focused on finding cost-free creative ways to strengthen relationships, boost 

morale, and encourage building-wide staff engagement. On the final four Fridays, we launched a series of themed  

 (Continued on page 12) 

C O B L E S K I L L  

Faye Starman 

Theresa Dooley  

Faye Starman  

https://web.cobleskill.edu/media/2026/01/27/college-receives-400000-nsf-grant-to-build-agricultural-biotechnology-research-capacity/
https://neoer.umasscreate.net/
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“Library Spirit Days,” each paired with a simple, inclusive activity designed to bring colleagues together and create 

moments of connection during a busy time of year. Themes includes Sparkle/

Cosplay Day (wear your favorite jewels, tiaras, or costumes and a lighthearted 

lunchtime dance party), Animal Day (wear something representative of your 

favorite animal and a group walk to the campus horse barns), Team Spirit Day 

(wear your favorite team shirt or jersey or wear orange to celebrate your 

Cobleskill Pride and attend the home baseball game), and Music Day (wear 

your favorite band t-shirt and contribute to a shared Spotify playlist to be 

enjoyed while having lunch).  

E R I E  

Hadeen Stokes 

SUNY Erie Community College proudly celebrated its 80th anniversary, marking eight decades of technical, career, and 

academic education since its founding on April 4, 1946. The milestone was commemorated with a college-wide cake-

cutting ceremony across all three campuses. Members of the college community were invited to stop by, grab a slice, 

and take part in celebrating 80 years of impact, growth, and opportunity. The event featured treats prepared by the 

culinary arts students, honoring the college’s rich legacy in Western New York and its continued commitment to student 

success. From the first students to today’s Kats, generations have started here and gone anywhere, creating lasting 

impact across industries, neighborhoods, and lives. 

 (Continued on page 13) 

Lauren deLaubell (SUNY Cortland), Ken Fujiuchi (Buffalo State), and the SUNYLA Information Literacy 

Committee (SILC) Advancing AI Literacy Working Group are developing AI literacy student learning 

outcomes and collecting related lesson plans this year. Their collection of AI literacy frameworks and 

student learning outcomes was recently published online with a Creative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND) 

license. Learning activities are in development and will be available later in 2026; a preview will also 

be available at Lauren and Ken's presentation at the 2026 SUNYLA Annual Conference. 

Karen Dafoe, Emerging Technologies Librarian, Lisa Czirr, Teaching Materials Center Librarian, and Jenifer Sigafoes 

Phelan, Assistant Teaching Materials Center Librarian, had their chapter, “Source Evaluation from Scratch: Student-

Designed Techniques,” accepted for publication in the newest iteration of ACRL's Cookbook Series, The Practical 

Literacies Cookbook, due out later in 2026. 

C O R T L A N D  

Hilary Wong 

Library Staff on Sparkle/Cosplay Day  

Cake and displays from SUNY Erie Community College’s 80th Anniversary Celebration 

https://silc.pressbooks.sunycreate.cloud/
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Overdue Memories: The History of the North Campus Library 

As part of the 80th anniversary celebration of SUNY Erie 

Community College, Jewel De la Rosa of the North Campus library 

created the Overdue Memories exhibit, highlighting the rich 

history of the North Campus Library. Drawing from the College 

Archives, the exhibit features images and ephemerals that trace 

the library’s evolution—beginning with the first librarian hired in 

1947 for the Erie Technical Institute on Elmwood Avenue in Buffalo, through its transition to the “new” North Campus in 

Williamsville. The exhibit celebrates the growth of the library’s collection and the advancement of technology over time. 

Reproduced historical images, along with original books, ledgers, newsletters, and artifacts, help bring its early years to 

life. A collection of yearbooks is also available for browsing, offering a fun and nostalgic look at the history of the College 

and the Library that has grown alongside it. 

In February, the City Campus library staff Hadeen Stokes, Tina Allen (Senior Library 

Clerk), Library volunteer Yadanar Win and our Student Assistants Jordan Bonner, 

Sidratul Borno, and Anjum Aslam created a beautiful Black History Month display 

board. Students visited the library and celebrated Black pride by sharing stories of 

Black excellence and African American accomplishments written on raised fists to 

symbolize empowerment, resilience, and historical pride. Their contributions were 

displayed in the library alongside curated book displays.  

Barrett Gordon of the City Campus library collaborated with the college's Career Services lead and an allied health club 

on campus, HOPE (Health Outreach Peer Ed) for an afternoon of services in the library titled “Career Café” which 

included a walk-in friendly career guidance pop-up, a demo of the new career guidance AI tool that the college 

subscribes to, Backr, and presentations from students from the HOPE club and the International Students Club on self-

care, stress management, and career guidance for international students, plus coffee and donuts (hence the Café). 

Hadeen Stokes and Miranda Owen, Principal Library Clerk of the City Campus library, created the 

“Take What You Need” bin. This initiative, which was implemented over two years ago, has proven 

to be a meaningful success among students. While it may seem minor, it communicates care and 

creates a space where students feel seen and valued. The bin is stocked with school supplies 

such as pens, pencils, and highlighters, as well as essential wellness items like cough drops, 

adhesive bandages, travel-size hand sanitizer, facial tissues, feminine hygiene products, 

condoms, and fentanyl and xylazine test strips. Donations come from library staff and the Erie 

County Department of Health. Students also practice the “take a little, leave a little” principle, 

reinforcing mindfulness and consideration for shared resources within the community space. 

Hadeen Stokes and Taheera Shaheed Sonubi of the South Campus library serve as co-advisors to the 

International Students Club. The club recently held its inaugural meeting at the City Campus Library, 

which was a great success. The event, themed “Henna and Tea,” welcomed students into a warm and 

engaging space designed to encourage cross-cultural connection and dialogue. Icebreaker activities 

were used to spark conversation and help students build new relationships in a relaxed setting. The  

 (Continued on page 14) 

Overdue Memories exhibit 

Creating Black History Month display  

Take What You Need Bin 
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gathering also featured intricate henna art adorning students’ hands and light 

refreshments, including teas from around the world, creating a welcoming and 

culturally rich experience. Club officers Godfrey Mutebi (President), Sidratul Borno 

(Secretary), and Anjum Aslam (Vice President) introduced the organization, outlining 

its mission to foster inclusion, celebrate diversity, and build community among 

international students.  

SUNY Gen Ed Conference & ESF 200  

Ruth Owens and Jennifer Nace (Associate Librarians) presented a talk, “Perspective-Taking Through Case Studies and 

Mock Debates,” at the SUNY Gen Ed Conference in Saratoga Springs, NY as part of a panel on New Approaches to 

Information Literacy, with a special emphasis on civic discourse. This talk delved into in-class group activities developed 

for ESF 200, our semester-long information literacy course. These activities provide students with opportunities for 

rigorous engagement in real-world issues, empowering them in the process.  

Our one-credit information literacy course (ESF 200) has long 

been a requirement for many programs at SUNY ESF and has 

been valued by faculty to provide information seeking and 

evaluation skills to their students. With the renewed focus on 

information literacy as a competency within the SUNY General 

Education Framework and the addition of AI literacy in those 

outcomes, faculty are looking for ways that information literacy 

and its related themes are incorporated throughout the curriculum. On our campus, this focus has resulted in academic 

departments adding ESF 200 as a required course in their programs where it has not been before, namely 

Environmental Resources Engineering and Environmental Education and Interpretation. We are excited about this 

expansion of our course and cautiously optimistic about our future capacity to deliver it as there are likely to be more 

programs adding the course. Ruth Owens and Hanna Seraji are also leading campus assessment of the information 

literacy competency of SUNY Gen Ed. Related to this expansion of ESF 200 is a proposed evolution of the course where 

there would be new courses (or sections) that deliver information literacy outcomes in more specific contexts, such as 

civic advocacy or archives. The course as it currently exists would continue, but students could choose other focused 

courses that are framed within a specific context with different outputs to meet the same requirements of ESF 200. 

These contexts fit well within other coursework and career trajectories we see our students pursuing.  

Hanna Seraji is also continuing to conduct aggregations of Information Literacy success rates from the Fall 2025 

semester and mapping them to the course learning outcomes.  

Outreach & Presentations 

Hanna Seraji (Assistant Librarian) kicked off spring semester programming at Moon Library with a Galentine’s Day Salsa 

Night & Panel about cultivating healthy relationships. The panel featured Chris Kosakowski, Outreach Coordinator of 

ESF’s Counseling Center, RianSimone Harris from Syracuse University's Marriage & Family Therapy Master’s Program, 

and Logan Fetterman, Campus Coordinator from Vera House. Following the panel, there was a salsa dance beginner  

 (Continued on page 15) 

Henna & Tea event 

E S F  

Jane Verostek 

(l-r) Ruth Owens, Jennifer Nace, Hanna Seraji 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galentine%27s_Day_(observance)
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class for folks to move the rest of the event away. On a related note, Hanna organized an outdoor salsa dancing class 

and night to take place on the library patio. Hanna also organized exciting events for ESF’s Annual Earth Week which 

included an Open Mic where folks could do poetry reading, singing, storytelling, stand-up, and more.  

Hanna Seraji and Jennifer Nace continued to offer combined citation and AI workshops to help students and faculty 

across campus with their research needs.  

Due to increased demand, Hanna Seraji expanded the Know Your Rights workshops, offered in collaboration with New 

York Immigration Coalition, to have two each semester, one for faculty and staff and one dedicated to students.  

Hanna Seraji led a Zine Workshop for Syracuse University’s Liberty 

Partnership Program at Corcoran High School. Hanna walked high school 

students through general facts about zines and their important history, 

being a tool of different movements across history and helping the 

students make ones of their own. The students made zines of their own 

about travel, film, and beauty. This sparked meaningful discussions with 

students on creating content of their own, influencer culture, and what this 

means today with social media and AI created content circulating more 

rapidly. Hannah also presented at SUNY’s recent Accessibility in Action Series with OLIS on “How to Incorporate 

Students’ Voices from Assessment to Physical Spaces.”  

Hanna Seraji and Matt Smith (Director of Libraries) have created and conducted outreach with the Moon Library Access 

Survey for students to provide feedback on staffing and hours for the Library’s weekend hours. The Library’s is preparing 

to re-launch 24/7 access to the Lower Level as the Library’s preparing to break ground and kick off Library renovations 

in summer 2026 to include gender neutral restrooms, a Wudu wash station (for cleansing prior to prayer), an ADA 

entryway and creating more student-centered spaces for the Lower Level of the library.  

With the kickoff of the Moon Seed Library last fall, Ruth Owens organized a few events this spring to 

bring seeds and education to our community including a seed starting workshop in collaboration 

with the Plant Propagation Club, pop-up tabling with seed packets and seed starting kits to give 

away, and a panel discussion with ESF staff experts titled, “Stewarding Native Ecosystems in Your 

Yard.” During Earth Week, Ruth hosted a plant walk around campus with Bee Campus USA to 

discover and learn about native plants.  

Librarian Jane Verostek collaborated with the SUNY ESF student club Sew Knotty to create a display 

of student handmade crafts including crocheted items, needlepoint, tie dye and upcycled clothing. 

This display was up for March and April. In conjunction with the display, Jane and the Sew Knotty 

club launched the Sew Knotty’s Strings n’ Things Little Free Craft Library located in Moon Library. 

The new little free library has everything from yarn to crochet hooks to beads and embroidery 

thread supplied by donations from Jane and the club.  

8th Annual Easter Dinner  

The F. Franklin Moon Library’s 8th annual Easter Dinner went off without a hitch. The library served food from 3:00 pm  

 (Continued on page 16) 

Hanna Seraji & students at Zine Workshop 

(t-b) Pop-up seed 

giveaway; student-

made craft display 

https://www.esf.edu/sustainability/initiatives/facilities-operations/campus-grounds/bee-campus-usa/index.php
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until whenever the food was gone in a non-denominational potluck meal 

designed to bring the student body together and strengthen community 

ties. This year we had over 80 students participate and we tried to have 

something on the menu for everyone, regardless of dietary restrictions. 

We also adhered to our sustainability policies by using the reusable 

plates and silverware that the library has accumulated over the years and 

by having some of the meal catered while the rest was brought in by staff. 

The students also engaged in games and other activities while the event 

was ongoing. The history behind Easter dinner at Moon Library started 

with one employee surprising the students who came in with a full Easter 

dinner. Since then, Night Desk Supervisor Michael Stowell has organized 

the dinner every Easter Sunday. It started with the efforts of one 

employee, but by year 3 many of the other staff members, including the 

Director of Libraries, contributed something for the students to enjoy. 

Whether it was a main dish or a dessert, we put it out for the students to 

enjoy themselves. The past two years the library has funded the event by 

catering the main course while people still brought in a dish to share like 

Mike’s Buffalo chicken mac and cheese. To date, we have missed only 

one year and that was due to covid. Here’s to many more years of Easter 

Sunday at Moon Library, bringing students and staff together in this SUNY 

ESF community. 

Title II Compliance (in brief)  

While the compliance deadline has been extended, Moon Library’s faculty and staff have worked diligently to bring the 

library into compliance. This involved an overhaul of our archival and repository collections, changed resource sharing 

workflows, consolidation and revision of web content, and close work with the Graduate Office to provide support for 

submission of compliant electronic theses and dissertations. This was also an opportunity for us to think through 

creative ways to reshape some of the workflows that we had previously adopted. It’s been a learning experience. We 

hope that with the extended deadline technology will be available to remediate the collections that have had a status 

change or have had their availability restricted.  

Grants Received  

Librarian Jane Verostek, who oversees the SUNY ESF Archives and Special Collections, worked with 

long-term donor Henry Illick Breed, grandson of one of the college’s past deans, Joseph Illick (1884

-1976), to accept personal and ESF-related items from the Breed and Illick family archives. Jane 

also applied for and received an Access & Digitization grant in April from the Central NY Library 

Resources Council (CLRC) for 17 CLRC Digitization Lab hours to digitize one photo album and one 

scrapbook dating from 1925 to 1957 from the Breed-Illick archive. CLRC will scan the items, create 

metadata, and make them available on NY Heritage.  

Easter Dinner @ Moon Library 

Jane Verostek 

https://clrc.org/access-digitization/
https://nyheritage.org/index.php/
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New Faces 

Greenley Library at Farmingdale State College is pleased to announce two new hires effective Spring 2026.  

Brianna Paoli is our new (and first ever) Archives Librarian who also teaches Information Literacy 

classes and supports reference interactions. We look forward to Brianna bringing her archives 

experience to Greenley Library to support our users in their archives inquiries and to create a formal 

archives department.  

Michelle Minervini is our newest evening adjunct librarian. Michelle brings a great deal of reference, 

customer support, and programming experience to our library. We look forward to Michelle working 

with our students in expanding the reference experience. 

Conferences, Presentations, Articles 

Danielle Apfelbaum, Scholarly Communications librarian, presented “From reviewer to coach: Supporting OER Grant 

Applications” at Open Ed Week on March 4, 2026. 

Kathy Machin, Electronic Resources Librarian, traveled to Austin, Texas for the Annual ER&L Conference in March.  

Theresa Zahor, Acting Library Director, attended the FDLP/GPO Spring 2026 Conference in March.  

Brianna Paoli, Archives, and April Earle, Cataloger, attended the 30th Annual Long 

Island Archives Conference, Embracing Change, held at FSC, March 16, 2026. Brianna 

created a poster presentation of a FSC historical timeline of photos.  

Fatoma Rad, Acquisitions Librarian, attended the SUNY General Education Conference 

in Saratoga Springs in April 2026. 

Megan Marchese recently published an article in College & Research Libraries titled, “Survey on Undergraduate Student 

Use of Generative AI: Implications for Information Literacy in Academic Libraries.” 

Kathryn Freeman Phenomenal Womyn’s Award  

On Tuesday, March 24, Farmingdale State College celebrated Women’s History 

Month with its annual Kathryn Freeman Phenomenal Womyn’s Award Ceremony. 

Librarian April Earle had the privilege of speaking about Kathryn Freeman, the 

only woman in Farmingdale’s first graduating class, the class of 1919, and 

honoring Gita Devi Desuraj-Urs-Novick, a member of the Class of 1951. Gita 

attended Farmingdale to study animal husbandry. In attendance were Gita's son 

and daughter-in-law, Bill and Beth Novick of Greenbelt, Maryland. 

F A R M I N G D A L E  

Theresa Zahor  

Michelle Minervini  

Brianna Paoli at Archives Conference 

(l-r) Bill Novick, April Earle, Beth Novick 

https://crl.acrl.org/index.php/crl/article/view/27271/35064
https://crl.acrl.org/index.php/crl/article/view/27271/35064


SUNY Press at 60: Growing Forward and Anniversary Collections 

In celebration of our 60th anniversary, SUNY Press has been building a series of special 
curated collections throughout 2026. Our 60 Bestsellers list, introduced earlier this year, 
has been joined by two new collections. 60 Most Memorable gathers our most beloved 
titles, selected by the people who helped shepherd them into the world — staff across the 
press, many with decades of experience working closely with authors, chose the books 
that have stayed with them longest, each accompanied by a story worth telling. 60+ Award 
Winners brings together our most celebrated titles, recognized for excellence by scholarly 
societies, professional organizations, and library and literary associations across the humanities and social sciences. 
We will continue adding to these collections throughout the year. Alongside these, our Growing Forward: 
Environmental Futures collection offers a curated selection of titles in environmental studies, sustainability, and the 
environmental humanities — a resource we hope will be useful for collection development in those areas. All 
collections are available at sunypress.edu. Thank you for being part of our first sixty years and for joining us as we look 
ahead to the next chapter. 

Recent Recognition from Choice 

Three SUNY Press titles recently  received notable recognition from Choice. Religion of Love: Sufism and Self-
Transformation in the Poetic Imagination of ‘Aṭṭār by Cyrus Ali Zargar, originally reviewed in the January 2025 issue, has 

been selected as a Review of the Month for April 2026 in 
recognition of Poetry Month. Choice describes it as highly 
recommended for general readers through graduate 
students and a valuable addition to any collection in Islamic 
or Central Asian studies. Two additional titles — Disrupting 
Political Science and Free Speech and Incitement in the 
Twenty-First Century — appear on Choice's Top 75 
Community College Titles list for April. Free Speech and 
Incitement is also an editor's pick for the month. 

New and Recent: Leslie Fiedler at the University at Buffalo 

Two SUNY Press titles offer a rare opportunity to know Leslie Fiedler — one of the twentieth century's most influential 
literary critics and a defining presence in the University at Buffalo's English Department — in his own voice. Publishing 
in May 2026, Leslie Fiedler: Kind of a Conversation, edited by Bruce Jackson and Diane Christian, presents a series of 
interviews conducted in 1989, when Fiedler was 72, capturing his life and times from his upbringing in Jewish Newark 
through his World War II service and his decades at UB alongside figures 
including Allen Ginsberg, Robert Creeley, and Amiri Baraka. Paired with it, 
Writing Home, edited by Samuele F. S. Pardini and a finalist for the 2024 
Foreword INDIES Book of the Year Award in War and Military, collects Fiedler's 
wartime letters to his wife from the Pacific Theater — a document of both 
personal formation and the emergence of postwar American intellectual life. 
Together, the two books make a natural addition to collections in American 
literature, cultural history, and Jewish American Studies. 

https://sunypress.edu/Collections/Our-60-Bestselling-Books-Six-Decades-of-Essential-Scholarship
https://sunypress.edu/Collections/60-Most-Memorable-Books
https://sunypress.edu/Collections/Award-Winners
https://sunypress.edu/Collections/Award-Winners
https://sunypress.edu/Collections/Growing-Forward-Environmental-Futures
https://sunypress.edu/Collections/Growing-Forward-Environmental-Futures
https://sunypress.edu/Books/R/Religion-of-Love
https://sunypress.edu/Books/R/Religion-of-Love
https://sunypress.edu/Books/D/Disrupting-Political-Science2
https://sunypress.edu/Books/D/Disrupting-Political-Science2
https://sunypress.edu/Books/F/Free-Speech-and-Incitement-in-the-Twenty-First-Century
https://sunypress.edu/Books/F/Free-Speech-and-Incitement-in-the-Twenty-First-Century
https://sunypress.edu/Books/L/Leslie-Fiedler
https://sunypress.edu/Books/W/Writing-Home2
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Archives Salon Series 

Archives Salon events aim to provide a unique exploration of the minds of 

collection donors and creators and to create entrance points into the 

complex world of special collection archives management, care, and 

eventual discoverability. In March, renowned fashion illustrator Bil Donovan 

was in conversation with illustrator Lamont A. O’Neal, both are FIT faculty. 

O’Neal has been published in magazines such as Cosmopolitan, New York, 

GQ, Playboy, and Essence, and his work has been included in the Society of 

Illustrators Annual Exhibition multiple times. His list of fashion clients 

includes Oscar de la Renta, David Chu Nautica, American Eagle and Polo Ralph Lauren. O’Neal did the illustrations for 

Andre: Andre Leon Talley – A Fabulously Fashionable Fairy Tale (Macmillan, 2025) which was named a Coretta Scott 

King 2026 Illustrator Honor Book. Donovan is America’s leading contemporary fashion illustrator. Donovan’s list of 

clients includes The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, Vogue, The New York Times, Harper Collins, The 

Washington Post, Vanity Fair, Bergdorf Goodman, St. Regis Hotels, L’Occitane, and Saks Fifth Avenue. From 2009 to 

2025, he held the esteemed title of Artist-in-Residence for Christian Dior Beauty. 

The last Archives Salon of the semester was held on April 30. “Collecting Sub 

Cultures: Goth and Japanese Lolitas” featured FIT Professor Summer Lee in 

conversation with Charlene Fossum. They discussed how underground media 

unified goth and dark subculture in the 1980s and 1990s, and explored its 

implications for contemporary scholars. Lee is a fashion historian who holds 

an MA in Fashion and Textile Studies from FIT, where her qualifying paper 

was an exhibition project titled Emo: Spectrum of Subcultural Style. She has 

been teaching at FIT as an adjunct instructor since Fall 2023 and currently 

teaches “Youth Subculture, Identity, and Fashion: A Sociological Perspective” 

in the Social Sciences Department. Fossum became interested in goth subculture as a fan of British new wave and 

synthesizer-based music in the 1980s. Fossum attended the School of Visual Arts earning a BFA in illustration. She 

works on various personal projects of embroidered textile art and pointillism illustration. Fossum donated her magazine 

collection to FIT's Special Collections to ensure it would be accessible for subculture studies. 

Two New Collections Donated  

The Library Special Collections and FIT Archive recently received two 

important new donations. First, Suzanne McMillan Andruskevich and Thomas 

A. Andruskevich donated their collection of 685 unique vintage gelatin silver 

print photographs by photographer, designer, and Tiffany & Co. artistic 

director Gene Moore to the Library in the care of the Special Collections and 

FIT Archive unit. This collection of mid-to-late 20th-century photographs 

created and collected by Moore, an early style influencer, brings significant 

historical and cultural value. 

 (Continued on page 20) 

F I T  

Greta Earnest 

(l-r) Bil Donovan, Lamont A. O’Neal 

(l-r) Summer Lee, Charlene Fossum 

Gene Moore photographs 

https://news.fitnyc.edu/2026/03/09/special-collections-receives-332500-donation-of-gene-moore-images/?mc_cid=0b57491599
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The second collection is a very large donation of shopping bags collected by art 

director/graphic designer Fred J. DeVito. DeVito was one of the inhouse designers 

working at Bloomingdale's and helped conceive the “big brown bag” that is now 

synonymous with the Bloomingdale's brand. His 2000 item collection of shopping 

bags documents retail, dining, and shopping through unique graphic design and 

packaging campaigns. The full collection will be available in 2027.   DeVito collection shopping bags 

SUNY Fredonia welcomed guests from the Paris Lodron University of Salzburg (PLUS) this April to discuss ongoing 

collaborative efforts between the Daniel A. Reed Library's Special Collections (Fredonia) & Archives and the Stefan Zweig 

Haus (PLUS) in digitizing the manuscript and typescript collections of both institutions for the Stefan Zweig Digital 

Project. During the visit from PLUS’s University Rector as well as PLUS’s Cultural Liaison, meetings were arranged to 

discuss the continued support of the project and the renewal of the memorandum of understanding, the potential for 

student and faculty exchanges, and the broader incorporation of Stefan Zweig into campus culture. 

Daniel A. Reed Library's Special Collections & Archives is delighted to announce that processing, arranging, housing, 

description, and refining have been completed on the Sigurd M. Rascher Collection! This collection has been in progress 

for 20 years, with item-level description and an arrangement that reflects the multiple facets of Rascher's life and 

storied career. The finding aid as well as more information about Rascher (and Zweig) are available via Reed Library's 

website. 

F R E D O N I A  

Katelynn Telford  

Maker Cart & Cricut 

The library borrowed the Corning Community College Library’s “art cart” idea and created a “maker cart” that has 

markers, glue, colored pencils, knitting & crochet supplies, fancy scissors, paper, coloring books & more. Students are 

welcome to use the art and craft supplies for poster presentations and assignments, or any creative endeavor! The 

library will also be adding a Cricut, thanks to a recent Academic Innovation Project award sponsored by GCC’s 

Educational Initiatives Committee. 

Seuss Event 

The library partnered with Student Engagement & Inclusion to host a 

Seuss-tastic event on March 2, 2026. Librarians and guest readers 

from across campus (the Provost & Vice President for Academic 

Affairs, the Dean of Students, the Dean of Business, Health Careers, 

and Tech Ed, plus various students) shared their favorite Dr. Seuss 

(and Dr. Seuss-alike) books with a gathering of students and 

preschoolers from the GCCA Child Care Center. There were also a 

number of Seuss-inspired snacks!   

 (Continued on page 21) 

G E N E S E E  

Liz Simmons 

(l-r) Seuss-tastic student readers, Lorax cake pops  

https://stefanzweig.digital
https://stefanzweig.digital
https://fredonia.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=84720624
https://fredonia.libguides.com/c.php?g=968870&p=7000977
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The MVCC library held their first bookmark design contest, inviting students, faculty, and staff 

to flex their artistic skills. Five designs were selected as winners and printed as physical 

bookmarks in time for National Library Week. 

User Experience Librarian Milo Cameron partnered with several classes in the School of Art to 

host a mini zine fest. The classes provided example zines filled with student work alongside 

other zines gathered from all over the state. Interested parties were encouraged to stop by to learn about what zines are 

and try their hand at making their own, which many did with enthusiasm. 

Milo Cameron delivered a workshop on effectively supporting students with autism in the classroom for MVCC faculty.  

Instructional Design Librarian Jocelyn Ireland held a presentation and discussion for MVCC faculty titled “The Opposite 

of Cheating: Teaching for Integrity in the Age of AI.” The talk was about designing courses to promote academic integrity 

and centered on lessons from the book of the same title by Gallant and Rettinger (2025). Ireland will be co-presenting 

with Claire Ehrlich on the same topic at the CCCAT Conference at Onondaga Community College. 

(Continued from page 20) 

Book Signing 

Batavia business leader and author Jacqueline Corbelli was on campus April 23 to sign copies of her 

newly released book, Changemaker: A Modern Playbook for Creating Personal Impact and 

Transformational Change. Jacqueline is founder and CEO of BrightLine and creator of the AI platform 

SustainChain. She has decades of experience working in technology, media, finance and global 

development. The book signing took place in the library at 12:30 pm on Thursday, April 23. The GCC 

Bookstore offered copies of the book for purchase.   

National Library Week  

The GCC Library celebrated National Library Week April 19-25, with the theme “Find Your Joy!” We invited users to stop 

by the library to browse our New Book shelves, set up a Libby account to access hundreds of magazines, audiobooks 

and eBooks, or enjoy the view while lounging in the comfy chairs near the windows – whatever brings joy! Patrons were 

invited to register for a chance to win a library swag bag, too!  

M O H A W K  V A L L E Y  

Jocelyn Ireland  

Winning bookmark designs  

MCC Libraries has posted a part‑time temporary Reference Librarian position and is reviewing applicants for the recently 

closed Information Literacy and AI Librarian posting. We are hopeful these efforts will move us closer to being fully 

staffed again by early summer. 

MCC Libraries and Monroe Community College are proud to recognize three librarians celebrating 25 years of service: 

• Lori Annesi, Reference and Special Collections Librarian 

• Pam Czaja, Web Services Librarian 

• Mary Timmons, Multi‑Campus Outreach Services Librarian 
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M O N R O E  

Afiya Farrell  

http://www.jacquelinecorbelli.com
https://suny-gcc.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01SUNY_GCC:01SUNY_GCC&collectionId=8142721920004832&lang=en
https://monroecc.interviewexchange.com/jobofferdetails.jsp;jsessionid=EC26FFE55F292E27662917FB5FA15A40;jsessionid=C1D2577ED72845785E564AF6704D25DC?JOBID=199403
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In support of Earth Day, MCC Libraries hosted a Sustainability Fix‑It Fair on April 18, bringing together campus and 

community partners to promote practical, accessible sustainability efforts. Led by Afiya Farrell (FYE Librarian) and 

Jonathan Sardella (Library Access Services), volunteers from Monroe County shared information on geothermal and 

other home sustainability initiatives, while Brighton Police Department facilitated a safe medication drop‑off. MCC’s 

Sustainability Student Club and an art professor partnered with library staff to help patrons mend small textiles, and the 

Henrietta Public Library engaged attendees with comic book pin‑making while sharing resources on living sustainably 

within the community. The Southeast Area Coalition (SEAC) also volunteered with their expertise, helping attendees 

diagnose small appliances and learn about repair options. The event highlighted libraries as hubs for environmental 

stewardship, community collaboration, and hands‑on learning. 

MCC Libraries will also host the Celebration of Learning on April 29, led by Mary Slifer (Library Access Services). The 

Celebration of Learning invites students to share their work in formats that best reflect their strengths, ranging from 

posters and presentations to artwork, essays, and prototypes. This non‑competitive, welcoming event emphasizes 

confidence‑building, knowledge sharing, and the value of each student’s voice, reinforcing the library’s role as an 

inclusive space for creativity, scholarship, and community connection. Good Luck MCC Students! 

The SUNY Morrisville Library has seen a number of changes and additions over the past few months. Before getting into 

those updates, however, here are a few notes regarding our library renovation project. Our timeline continues to 

fluctuate in terms of when we will move into our temporary surge space for the project. Currently, our off-site holding 

space for the general collection should be ready by July, with the surge space for the rest of our building services 

expected to be ready by the end of August. We will likely begin moving the general collection during the summer and 

continue through the fall, with additional materials being relocated into the surge space throughout the fall and the 

process completed during winter break. Of course, all of this remains subject to change. 

Over the course of the semester, we have been repurposing empty spaces as offices and moving equipment out of the 

building in preparation for renovation. Upstairs, we have converted a former office into a multi-purpose community room 

that will serve as a wellness space during the day, equipped with massage chairs, therapy lights, yoga mats, comfortable 

seating, blankets, and more. In the evenings and on weekends, the space can be reserved by students for club activities 

or other group events. It features collapsible, movable chairs and tables, a television, a whiteboard, and other amenities. 

This space has already proven popular with our Magic: The Gathering/CCG players and Warhammer 40K groups. 

A corner of the library that once housed our microfilm collection has been transformed into a Copy & Coffee Corner. This 

space includes our two ScannX stations, paper cutters, hole punches, staplers, and pencil sharpeners, as well as 

vending machines and a free coffee station. This addition was made possible with the support of our Morrisville Auxiliary 

Corporation (MAC). 

We have also continued expanding the services available at circulation. Our Library of Things has added a number of 

cooking and baking supplies, including Crock-Pots, blenders, and assorted cooking supply kits that come with pots, 

pans, and utensils. These additions build upon our existing Library of Things collection, which already includes therapy  

 (Continued on page 23) 

M O R R I S V I L L E  

Adam Saunders 
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lamps, sewing machines and kits, Cricut machines, Bluetooth headphones, microscopes, charging cables, calculators, 

and much more. 

This spring, the library also received an Access & Digitization Grant in the amount of $4,103 from the Central New York 

Library Resources Council (CLRC). This grant will support the digitization of all copies of The Chimes (the campus 

newspaper) from 1969–2018 by Advantage Archives. Once completed, these issues will be made available through the 

New York Historic Newspapers website, hosted by the Northern New York Library Network. This grant follows another 

Access & Digitization Grant our library received from CLRC in the amount of $5,820 during the spring of 2025 to digitize 

our full collection of college yearbooks from 1915–2022. Our yearbooks will soon be available for viewing on the New 

York Heritage website. By digitizing our college newspapers and yearbooks, we will not only preserve the history of our 

campus but also make these valuable materials more accessible to everyone. 

From April 22 thru May 5, the Sojourner Truth Library was partially closed due to limited heating that fell below the New 

York State Property Maintenance Code guidelines. There is an underground hot water leak on campus that provides 

heat to several buildings, including the library. The Circulation unit set-up a temporary service desk in the library lobby to 

check out and return items during the closure, including printers for student use. The building reopened on May 6—still 

no heat, but the weather was warm enough for the building to meet the minimum temperatures. It is unclear how long 

this situation will last.  

The Information Literacy and Research unit is gearing up for our finals stressbusters event in collaboration with the 

campus-wide HolisticHawks Stressbusters Events. We hope the heating issue is fixed so we can provide the event in the 

library lobby as usual.  

Chrissy O’Grady, First-Year Experience Librarian, and Ripley Butterfield, library student employee, solicited original 

poems in March from campus and community members for National Poetry Month. Check out the 80+ poems in this 

year’s Virtual Poem in Your Pocket Collection.  

Kate Bellody, Student Success Librarian, collaborated with the campus-wide HolisticHawks for the 2026 Mental Health 

and Wellness Week from April 6-10. Campus and community organizations tabled in the library throughout the week, 

and a senior design student held an interactive pop-up for their thesis.  

Several librarians presented at the Regeneration Symposium organized by faculty and students involved with Eddy on 

April 10th. Stephan Macaluso, Librarian, provided an introduction to the connections between information access and 

sustainability; Jennifer Rutner, Accessibility Librarian, spoke about Authoritarianism & Information; Chrissy O’Grady, First

-Year Experience Librarian, spoke about her work with the Prison Library Support Network; and Madeline Veitch, 

Collection Development & Zine Librarian, spoke about Zines and Knowledge Circulation. A reporter with NP’s student 

newspaper, The Oracle, covered the event; you can read a summary on their site.  

Two library employees presented at the Southeastern NY Library Resources Council’s (SENYLRC) 2026 annual 

conference. Emma Zwickel, Library Assistant 1, spoke about her work to overhaul STL's Course Reserve procedures. 

Ripley Butterfield, library student employee, presented with Michael Asbill, Associate Professor, about their public art  

 (Continued on page 24) 

N E W  P A L T Z  

Chrissy O’Grady  

https://newpaltz.libguides.com/pocketpoems
https://hawksites.newpaltz.edu/eddy/2026/02/19/regeneration-symposium-4-10-2026/
https://hawksites.newpaltz.edu/eddy/about/
https://plsn.org/
https://oracle.newpaltz.edu/regeneration-symposium-at-new-paltz/
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project Processing Collapse which includes project proposals and works-in-progress for three library partners: Rosendale 

Library, Mountain Top Library, and Woodstock Public Library. Recordings of their presentations can be found on 

SENYLRC’s website.  

The NP Zine Library and the Elting Memorial Library collaborated for a One Week Zine Challenge. 

The event kicked off with a Zine Workshop at the Sojourner Truth Library on Friday, April 17. 

Participants learned about zines and zine-making strategies and then got started on a one-page 

folding or quarter-page zine of their own. Participants received small take-home zine making kits, 

as well as coupons to area businesses for coffee and art materials. On Friday, April 24, 

participants submitted their completed zines at Elting Memorial Library, and a zine reading and 

swap event occurred on Saturday, April 25. Madeline Veitch, Collection Development & Zine 

Librarian, worked with Elting’s Assistant Program Coordinator Issac Murphy on the collaboration.  Madeline Veitch 

Publications 

Alayna L. Vander Veer, Reference and Instruction Librarian, recently published a book chapter titled 

“Alice in Borderland and Beyond: Examining Existential Crises through an Isekai Manga” in the 

book Exploring Isekai: Mapping Worlds Through Anime, Manga, and Light Novels. The major focus 

of the book is isekai, a Japanese category of manga and anime that is distinguished by its 

formulaic, game-like elements, and the transportation of the protagonist to a fictional world. 

Alayna’s chapter examines how Aso Haro's manga Alice in Borderland is an isekai text, subverting 

genre expectations to depict current socio-economic issues and disillusionment of young adults in 

Japan and beyond.  

Exhibits 

Peyton Legg, a student in the Cooperstown Graduate Program and the Graduate Assistant 

to the Provost’s Office, has been working closely with AJ Sanders, Special Collections 

Archival Assistant, and other library staff in preparation of a display that celebrates student 

success over the history of the university. Installed last month, Turn Back the Clock: Times 

of Success at SUNY Oneonta spans two floors and incorporates engaging displays. Visitors 

are also invited to take part in an archival scavenger hunt, answer interactive whiteboard 

questions, and join in on “Dragon Discussions.” 

Melanie Yoshiko Castine’s captivating Shadow Boxes is the latest installment of the library’s 

showcase series “Beyond Books: Discovering the Hidden Artists of the Library.” Her collage/

assemblage constructions are composed of a variety of media to create a tactile 

environment of words, pictures, found objects, ephemera, and textures to draw the viewer 

inside. Melanie received her Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from Purchase College, where she created her first shadow 

box that began her journey in three dimensions. She has exhibited at various exhibitions in New York City, Rhode Island, 

Connecticut, and Oneonta. Melanie is the library student supervisor in the Circulation department at James M. Milne  

 (Continued on page 25) 

O N E O N T A  

Heather Stalter  

Turn Back the Clock exhibit 

https://www.processingcollapse.com/
https://libguides.senylrc.org/SENYCon
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Library. She enjoys the creative opportunities at work with the students: doing rock painting, 

decoupage, and creating gingerbread houses and fairy villages. Her vibrant shadow boxes will be 

on display through May 22 near the circulation desk. The Beyond Books exhibit series was 

launched in 2024 by Adam Wood, Interim Acquisitions and Cataloging/Metadata Librarian, to 

give the campus community a glimpse into the library staff and to show that there is more to us 

than just books. Each new display is accompanied by a meet-and-greet artist reception with 

refreshments. Previous exhibits have featured creative works from library staff and student 

workers and included photography, crochet, drawing, gel plate prints, garage kits, and zines. 

OCC will be welcoming a new Provost in June. Dr. Hector Rodriguez is coming to OCC from Hudson Valley CC in Troy, 

where most recently his job title was Executive Dean for STEM and Institutional Effectiveness. 

Claire Ehrlich, the library’s liaison to the School of Technology, Engineering, and 

Computing, and Tim Saka, the library’s liaison to the School of Accounting, 

Business, Communication and Entrepreneurship, worked with school staff to co-

host Library Open Houses for students in those schools. Staff at these schools 

had reported that library awareness among their students was quite low and 

wanted to get more of their students into the building to see our spaces and 

services for themselves. The school staff handled event promotion and food; 

the librarians provided the space and created activities. Both events were a success and will be repeated in future 

semesters.  

Michelle Malinovsky has continued her work as an SUNY AI Fellow, including assisting in 

the AI Fellows workshop at the SUNY Gen Ed conference in April. She also presented at the 

SUNY Financial Aid Professionals conference in Corning with Alexis Clifton, Director of 

Teaching and Learning at SUNY Geneseo, as well as hosting a workshop for faculty at TC3 

along with fellow Librarian Lauren deLaubell from SUNY Cortland. As chair of OCC’s GenAI 

Advisory Committee, she collaborated with Julie Hart, OCC’s Chief of Staff, and the AI 

Community of Practice to host Todd McLees for professional development related to AI 

literacy for both staff and faculty. In her continued collaboration with Julie, she submitted 

an IITG grant partnering with Mohawk Valley Community College for a proposed speaker 

series, and is working with the grants office to inform our application for Title III funding for 

developing student AI literacy. Beyond AI, Michelle received the Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Scholarship and 

Creative Activities at OCC’s recent graduation ceremony, and is also the heir-apparent for the role of Curriculum 

Committee Chair next academic year.   

O N O N D A G A  

Claire Ehrlich 

(l-r) Claire Ehrlich, Tim Saka  

Yoshiko exhibit 

Michelle Malinovsky  
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SUNY Oswego’s library faculty and professional staff welcomed nearly 30 librarians from around Central and Northern 

New York to Penfield Library for a joint professional development day on March 9. The day was jointly planned by SUNY 

Oswego librarians and representatives from the Onondaga, Oswego, Cortland and Madison School Library System 

(O2CM). In addition to opportunities for librarians to network with regional partners they normally don’t get to see, 

visiting librarians received a tour of Penfield Library and a behind-the-scenes look at the University Archives and Special 

Collections. Discussion sessions covered topics such as AI, New York’s Portrait of a Graduate, creating a culture of 

reading, and how to bridge the gap between K-12 and undergraduate information literacy skills. There was also a panel 

on opportunities for collaboration between librarians and teachers/faculty. Plans are already underway to grow this 

regional collaboration with future joint events. 

March 8 saw 26 makers and 185 total participants descend on Penfield 

Library. This year’s maker stations included a drawing robot, SUNY Oswego’s 

Team Mini zamboni, sewing, website design, mariners’ knots, and more. 

Library Director Sarah Weisman and Assistant Director Emily Mitchell 

collaborated with the local Zonta Club to put together this totally free, totally 

hands-on event targeting local grade schoolers and their adults. This year 

also saw maker tables staffed by several library employees: librarians Laura 

Harris and Allie Madar made beaded bag charms with participants, and 

library staff member Jennifer Blanchard demonstrated spinning fiber into 

yarn. 

On April 8th, librarians Catherine Carrà and Marissa Caico hosted Make Zines at Penfield. The event was made possible 

by a campus Pluralism Mini-grant from InterFaith America. Participants learned about zines and made their own zines 

relating to their backgrounds, identities, or anything important to them and had the option to donate a copy of their zine 

to the library’s collection. The event included a pair-and-share style activity where students were encouraged to engage 

across differences and recognize different perspectives. It was a great opportunity to kick off Penfield’s zine collection 

and to celebrate the library as a place that values diverse viewpoints. 

On April 15th, Digital Collections Librarian Marissa Caico hosted the second Millard Fillmore Transcribe-A-Thon. 

Participants used their time to practice reading 19th century handwriting and create transcriptions of select letters from 

the Millard Fillmore Papers collection. 

This spring marked the beginning of Penfield’s Reference and Instruction Internship. Although we weren’t able to pay 

our inaugural intern, the R&I unit has secured funding to run this as a paid internship every fall and spring semester 

going forward. We hope to reach SUNY Oswego undergrads who are considering librarianship as a career. 

Digital Collections Librarian Marissa Caico co-presented at the International Technology and Engineering Educators 

Association 2026 Annual Conference in Virginia Beach, VA on March 27th with Bryleigh Beauchat, Technology & 

Engineering Education Teacher for the Rome City School District, and Karin Dykeman, Assistant Professor for the 

Technology Department at SUNY Oswego. Their presentation, “Barriers to Bridges: Building Equity in T&EE,” was 

motivated by the ongoing Archives and Special Collections collaboration with the Technology Education Department,  

 (Continued on page 27) 

O S W E G O  

Morgan Bond 

Jennifer Blanchard demos spinning wool into yarn  
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which began in the Spring of 2024. The presentation discussed how technology educators can examine history to inform 

current efforts to increase equity in T&EE by identifying new entry points and opening pathways for new learners. They 

touched on their digitization project, Bryleigh's research on women in technology using the archives, and Karin's efforts 

to apply human-centered, inclusive design in classrooms.  

Research, Instruction, and Outreach Librarians Allie Madar and Nicole 

Westerdahl collaborated with Creative Writing faculty member Laura Donnelly 

on poetry month programming for April. Chapbooks by Oswego poetry 

students were on display, highlighting final projects by students in CRW 405: 

Advanced Poetry Writing. CRW students handle all parts of the chapbook 

creation process, from drafting and revising poems, to book layout and cover 

design. The month-long collaboration culminated in our Poem In Your Pocket 

Day event on April 29. The student-run literary journal, Great Lake Review, partnered with the library for a poetry reading 

at the event. Attendees could also select from prompts to inspire their own poems, create blackout poetry, and, of 

course, select from a variety of grab-and-go poems to carry in their pockets. 

(l-r) Allie Madar, Nicole Westerdahl  

On February 11th, Feinberg Library hosted a joint SUNY 

Plattsburgh and Clinton Community College event dubbed 

“Love Our Libraries” which celebrated the completed merging 

of our collections.  

Feinberg Library is beginning the Sustainable Library 

Certification process. Kayla Grant, a senior Environmental 

Planning & Management major, is employed as our Library 

Sustainability Intern this semester and is taking a lead along 

with a library committee to work through the Action Item Form 

to identify what we are already doing and what we can work on 

next.  

P L A T T S B U R G H  

Michelle Toth 

CCC & Plattsburgh mascots & canines, with Joshua Beatty  

During the month of April, Student Success Librarian Ayiana Crabtree led an initiative to celebrate Campus Pride Month, 

to recognize the LGBTQ+ community on campus. Holding one event each week, this became a collaboration between 

several departments across campus, bringing students, faculty, and staff together to learn about and celebrate the 

LGBTQ+ community. 

Allison Fiegl, the Library Resources and Services Manager, received SUNY CPD Online Teaching Certificate with 

Distinction (Spring 2026) for Course 1, Getting Started with Online Instruction & Course 2, Interaction, Student 

Engagement, and Teaching Presence in Online Courses. 

P O L Y T E C H N I C  

Ayiana Crabtree  

https://www.sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org/
https://www.sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org/
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Phil Asaph, the newly inaugurated Cortland County Poet Laureate, visited campus in April. Speaking in 

the library, he shared some of his work and talked about his journey to becoming the first to hold the 

title in Cortland County. The Cortland County Legislature created the post of Poet Laureate and Asaph 

was appointed to the position earlier this year.  

The College holds a Get Connected Fair every semester. The fair is a club 

and resource fair for new and returning students, showcasing the many ways students can 

get involved on campus or in the community. This academic year, the library participated in 

both the fall and spring fairs, represented by clerk Don Dunham and librarians Karla Block 

and Susanna Van Sant. 

Staff from the library and our CollegeNow concurrent enrollment program collaborated this year to make it easier for 

participating high school students to contact CollegeNow staff. Much of this contact previously took place via text, but 

New York’s statewide bell-to-bell restriction on cell phone use meant students could no longer easily text CollegeNow  

 (Continued on page 29) 

T O M P K I N S  C O R T L A N D  

Karla Block 

In April, librarian Rajni Misra, Adjunct Assistant Professor of Library Services, crossed state lines and 

attended the Common Read program at Bergen County Community College in Paramus, New Jersey. 

Journalist and author Eric Garcia spoke about his 2021 book, We're Not Broken: Changing the Autism 

Conversation, the college's Common Read for 2025-2026. Garcia's presentation was entertaining as well 

as enlightening and the large crowd of students, faculty, administrators and others received it warmly. 

Mary Oliva, Principle Office Assistant was recognized for thirty years of service at the Michael J. Grant Campus Learning 

Resource Center. 

Penny Bealle, retired Reader Services Librarian at the Eastern Campus, was recently awarded the status of Professor 

Emeritus. 

From July 22 through August 24, 2025, Sheila D. Fox, Adjunct Assistant Professor of Library and Reader Services 

Librarian, displayed her fiber sculpture in a juried art exhibit Rooted in Verse held at The Huntington Arts Council Gallery 

in Huntington, New York. The show was a collaboration between the Huntington Arts Council and the Walt Whitman 

Birthplace Association (South Huntington, New York), with the purpose of 

encouraging artists to create works inspired directly from one chosen poem 

by Whitman. Out of three poems offered, Fox chose “When Lilacs Last in the 

Dooryard Bloom’d, 1867,” an elegy to assassinated President Abraham 

Lincoln, focusing on the stanza that begins “O western orb, sailing the 

heaven / Now I know what you must have meant….” The sculpture, entitled 

Eye of the Orb, suggests the moon with a caring eye, following Whitman’s 

vision of the moon (his “orb”) as a listening and empathetic companion in 

grief and “woe” during a walk in the night. The sculpture is an example of 

Fox’s unique and inventive “solid plaiting” technique, which in this work is 

applied with cotton canvas and felt strips.” 

S U F F O L K  

Joan Cook 

Eye of the Orb (fiber sculpture), by Sheila D. Fox 

Phil Asaph 

Don Dunham  

https://bergen.libguides.com/c.php?g=1475731&p=10989317


Page 29 S U N Y L A  N E W S  

W E S T C H E S T E R  

Josh Weber  

The Women’s History Committee honored Library Department Chair Towanda Mathurin at their closing reception on 

March 26, 2026, recognizing her work as a reflection of the theme, “Leading the Change: Women Shaping a 

Sustainable Future.” 

Two of our librarians were recognized at Upstate's Celebration of the Faculty 

ceremony In April. Olivia Tsistinas (Assistant Director for Outreach and 

Engagement) received the Gold Standard Award. This award recognizes faculty 

for “work exemplifying the missions of Upstate, with particular emphasis on 

professionalism, work ethic and character.” Sarah Lawler (Clinical Outreach 

Librarian) was recognized for achieving tenure and promotion to Associate 

Librarian. Congratulations, Olivia and Sarah! 

The library hosted a new event in April. Spring THAW (Technology, Health, and Wellness) featured three days of 

programming, resources and activities. The first day included a therapy dog visit, a decoupage craft with popcorn, and 

tabling with giveaways from various campus departments (student counseling, student success, and inclusive health 

services). The second day brought several vendor representatives onsite to showcase library research tools along with 

raffles and refreshments. The third day featured several librarian-hosted events ranging from an information monitoring 

workshop to painting sessions and guitar lessons. Attendees had lots of positive feedback, and the library plans to put 

together a similar event next year. Other fun events recently included a craft to create a Joy Jar (in honor of National 

Library Week) and Adopt a Plant Day (in honor of Earth Day). 

U P S T A T E  

Michelle Bowers 

(Continued from page 28) 

staff during the school day. Librarian Karla Block and concurrent enrollment coordinator Rhonda Kowalski worked 

together to add CollegeNow staff to the library’s LibChat, which concurrent enrollment students had already been using 

successfully to contact the library and work with librarians on research. The collaboration has been a huge success, with 

over 2500 chats answered by CollegeNow staff from September 2025 to date. 

(l-r) Olivia Tsistinas, Sarah Lawler  
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It a Brave New World Out there in LibraryLand—AGAIN!  

My career as a librarian, has so far, through three distinct “revolutions” in delivery of 

information in librarianship, in a place I like to call “LibraryLand.” The first began as I was 

gaining interest in the data and information related to chemical risk assessment at the 

Syracuse Research Corporation and attending my first classes in the School of 

Information Studies at Syracuse University. This took place towards the end of the “First 

Revolution” of converting print bibliographic into machine-readable formats in the 1960s to mid-1970s, and 

searching them remotely. Who remembers those Blue Sheets from Lockheed’s DIALOG Information Retrieval 

Service? The “Second Revolution” saw bibliographic information retrieval from the “mediated library search” 

with trained reference librarians (who knew the special “codes” and “fields” for their insertion) conducting 

searches with faculty and graduate students sitting next to them, transitioning to bibliographic searches being 

conducted by end-user themselves. Librarians then embarking on “Library Instruction,” “Library Research,” or 

other “Information Literacy” venues from one-on-one instruction to in-class instruction, and other venues to 

enhance student searching and finding information. 

This brings us to the “Third Revolution” of Digital Literacy training or instruction where the librarians’ teaching 

skills provide a broad utilization of not only proficiencies in identifying and accessing data and information but 

also provide instruction conducive for developing the students’ critical thinking skills. Now enter the one 

concept or entity with which we are bombarded: the rapid burst of information about Artificial Intelligence and 

its daunting acronym, “AI,” appearing is SO MANY places. You had to be in a Rip-Van-Winkle-sleep (I recently 

had to explain who Rip was to a senior student!) or a coma not to know that AI is used in a wide variety of 

applications across the disciplines including sustainability.  

This outpouring of AI information shows up everywhere from the cutting-edge and state-of-the-art software 

applications, the computers running them, the chips processing AI, and that overwhelming concern for smart

(er) data centers’ energy consumption, natural resources depletion, and adverse ecological and 

environmental impacts. I will share one of our faculty member’s personal observations about AI from a chance 

“hallway conversation” We passed each other and exchanged updates and pleasantries and got around to 

(ominous heavy and deep reverberating background music) “Artificial Intelligence.” I asked, “Are you talking 

about ChatGBT?” The retort was quick and looking for sympathy or a cogent answer, “NO!!! I mean CheatGBT!” 

Coming to terms with new technologies is a never-ending challenge. What policies and guidelines are driving 

Artificial Intelligence in your libraries, and are the libraries and librarians assisting faculty and administrators 

with theirs? This is exciting, challenging, and for some, daunting.  

In “this brave new world,” we must remain vigilant in keeping up to date in the literature of librarian, and don’t 

miss items such as, “Artificial intelligence for digital sustainability: An insight into domain-specific research  
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and future directions,” “Do artificial intelligence capabilities impact sustainability-oriented innovation 

performance: exploring the role of green intellectual capital and learning orientation,” “Artificial 

intelligence for sustainability: Challenges, opportunities, and a research agenda,” and “Sustainability 

challenges of artificial intelligence and Citizens' regulatory preferences.” Parallel to keeping up with our 

literature we must be mindful of where you will find important aspects of sustainability in not only library 

places, but those venues at community levels in regional, county, and municipal government and non-

governmental settings—We are effective communicators and need to “be at their tables.” Watch those 

professional meetings, webinars, workshops, and other in-service opportunities where you attend, but 

more importantly contribute! Beware! Sustainability might turn up in very unsuspected places!! 

I ask you to think about how deep are your efforts in AI—NOT for personal use or application—but rather 

your efforts helping students and faculty at reference desks, in-class library instruction (at what levels of 

study in undergraduate and graduate courses), workshops, seminars, one-on-one encounters. If you are 

assisting students and faculty with specific projects, recycling on our campus or in the community in 

which your campus is located, cleaning up local steams or lakeshores, designing new buildings or 

landscaping, bicycling transportation, anything! Send me a BRIEF 100–150-word name and description 

and I will compile them.  

Sustainability at ALA 

This year (2026) marks the 25th Anniversary of the completion of the two-year, Libraries Build 

Sustainable Communities Project done in conjunction with Global Learning, Inc. with a $300,000 USAID 

Grant. This effort grew out of a November 1999 calling and gathering of a program planning committee 

on which I served. ALA colleague Terry Link and I presented this program at the 2001 National 

Conference, National Council for Science and the Environment (NCSE), “Sharing Sustainability Data and 

Information: The Role of Libraries and Library Networks,” that was subsequently presented as a model 

for the International Federation of Library Associations by NCSE at the 2002 UN World Summit on 

Sustainability in Johannesburg, South Africa. I subsequently wrote a 

summary of the program:  “Sustainable Communities: Roles of 

Librarians and Libraries,” Reference & User Services Quarterly, 42

(3):206-210. Spring 2003. 

The American Library Association has a LibGuide on Sustainability. It 

features ALA Guidelines, Policies and Resolutions; Sustainability 

Outcomes and Programming; Related Groups (a select list), and 

Resources (select). You can use it to guide your creative endeavors!! (l-r) Fred Stoss, Al Gore 

https://libguides.ala.org/SustainableLibraries
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