
I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Hello, Library Colleagues! 

This year, I had planned to be learning the ropes as 

SUNYLA's 1st VP, preparing to serve as your president next 

year. However, when our elected president Beth Carpenter 

accepted a position outside of SUNY (best wishes to Beth!), 

I stepped into this role earlier than expected—and I’m 

excited to get to know and work with each of you in the 

coming months. 

I’m grateful to have Carrie Fishner, Library Director at SUNY Delhi, joining us 

as our new 1st VP. Carrie did a fabulous job planning and hosting our annual 

conference this past June. It was my first time visiting Delhi and it is such a 

beautiful area. I look forward to sharing more details soon about our 2026 

conference at SUNY Brockport (my alma mater!). 

Librarianship wasn't my first career. After earning my undergraduate degree 

from SUNY Brockport, I taught high school French, worked in customer service 

at Wegmans, and later with a legal publisher. I then took time to raise my 

children for twelve years. 

During that time, I found myself asking, “What do you really want to do with 

your life?” I had always loved learning, reading, education, and working with 

students—becoming a librarian seemed like the perfect combination of all 

these passions. I started working part-time at my town's public library while 

pursuing my MLS online through the University at Buffalo, earning my degree 

in 2015, twenty-four years after completing my bachelor's degree. 

I discovered my appreciation for community colleges during an internship at 

Monroe Community College in Fall 2014. Since then, I’ve worn many hats 

there including part-time librarian, project manager for the Achieving the  
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(Continued from page 1) 

Dream Grant OER Initiative, and currently, Access Services and OER Librarian. Along the way, I also 

worked with SUNY OER Services to promote awareness and encourage OER adoption across the SUNY 

system. 

On campus, I've been active in our Resource Committee, Faculty Senate, and Curriculum Committee. 

Within SUNYLA, I serve on the IDEA Committee and have had the pleasure of attending and helping plan 

our annual conferences alongside many of you. 

On a personal note, my husband and I have three children at different life stages. Our oldest son 

graduated from Monroe CC's optics program, our daughter recently moved to Buffalo and is exploring her 

next steps, and our youngest just started his freshman year at Endicott College in Massachusetts. 

I share all of this because I believe our diverse life experiences shape how we approach our work each 

day. Each of you brings your own unique background, education, and perspective to supporting SUNY 

libraries' and students' success. I’m excited to begin this new year working alongside you as we serve our 

students, campuses, and communities. 

Despite the ongoing challenges facing higher education, we continue to approach our work with 

enthusiasm and hope—and that makes all the difference.  

I’m looking forward to connecting with and learning from you all! 

The SUNYLA Annual Conference will be taking place at SUNY Brockport in 

June 2026— and you are hereby invited to help us plan it!  

We welcome your help and ideas on any of the planning groups, such as 

Vendor Relations, Local Arrangements, Program (Sessions/Posters), and 

Conference Website.  

The conference is scheduled for June 16-18, 2026. We’ll send updates to 

the SUNYLA listserv as we have more information. If you’re interested in 

joining a committee, please complete the Conference Committee Interest 

Form. 

Questions? Contact Conference Chair Kellie Barbato. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSde_uwuWvYeEZTBStWpfxls5BpzVIAHaqYP4BX4IiqDukrJqA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSde_uwuWvYeEZTBStWpfxls5BpzVIAHaqYP4BX4IiqDukrJqA/viewform
mailto:kbarbato@brockport.edu
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Congratulations 

Winners of the  

2025 SUNYLA Excellence in Scholarship Award 

 

Jennifer K. Embree, Binghamton University 
for co-authoring the Council on Library and Information Resources report The Story of the Modern Seed Library: A 

Historical Analysis of Seed Libraries, Their Evolution Through the Ages, and Their Current Impact on Community, 

Culture, and Connection  

and 

Kabel Nathan Stanwicks, University at Albany 
for co-authoring the article “Music Social Tagging and RDA Name Authorities: Can User-Generated Tags and 

Professional Metadata Work in Harmony?” Published in Cataloging and Classification Quarterly 

 

2025 EiS Award Committee Members 

   Christine Fena, Stony Brook, Past Winner  Erin Rowley, Buffalo, Past Winner 

   Hilary Wong, Cortland      Laurel Scheinfeld, Stony Brook, Past Winner 

   Louise Charbonneau, Mohawk Valley   Meghan Lenahan, Binghamton 

   Rebecca Hewitt, SUNY Poly, Chair 

SUNYLA’s IDEA committee has launched a Discord server! It is open to all SUNYLA members (invitation link). This server is 

meant to serve as a mutual support and socialization space for DEI related issues. We are in the process of setting up an 

anonymous posting option, so stay tuned for updates! 

The IDEA Insights book club has had their first meeting to discuss Can't Even: How Millennials Became the Burnout Generation 

by Anne Helen Petersen. The next meeting will take place on October 22nd at 12:00, and will cover through chapter 5. If you 

are interested in catching up on the reading and jumping into the discussion, reach out to Julie Setele and/or Nicole 

Westerdahl. The book club will meet monthly through December, and will choose a new book to discuss beginning in January. 

Michelle Beechey, Milo Cameron, Jennifer Kegler, and Lauren Puzier will be giving their SUNYLA presentation “Creating 

Inclusive Spaces: Addressing Student Mental Health and Wellness Needs” on behalf of the IDEA committee at the FACRL 

online conference on October 24. The theme of the conference is Well-Being in Higher Education: The Library's Evolving Role. 

Milo Cameron will be giving a workshop for OLIS on November 20th in conjunction with the Transgender Day of Remembrance. 

The workshop is titled “Intersectionality and You” and is open to people at all levels of experience with DEI awareness. 

If you (hello, person reading this!) are interested in learning more about the IDEA committee and its projects, or you have a 

DEIA issue at your institution you'd like to discuss, please don't hesitate to reach out to committee chair Milo Cameron.   

I D E A  C O M M I T T E E  U P D A T E  

Milo Cameron (Mohawk Valley) 

https://discord.gg/evdSTubP
mailto:seteleja@buffalostate.edu
mailto:nicole.westerdahl@oswego.edu
mailto:nicole.westerdahl@oswego.edu
mailto:mcameron@mvcc.edu
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C A M P U S  N E W S  &  N O T E S  

SUNY Adirondack library has been busy! Here are a few updates:  

Gamification 

Over the summer, SUNY Adirondack librarians developed a gamified approach for HRD (first-year seminar) information 

literacy sessions to better engage first-year students with library resources. Using iPads and Snapchat, students work in 

teams of 4–5 to complete a 10-question scavenger hunt by locating and snapping photos around the Learning Center. 

So far, we've received great feedback and are excited to continue with the rest of the HRD classes this semester.  

Ask Us 24/7 

Beginning October 1, the SUNY Adirondack Library joined AskUs 24/7, expanding research support for students, 

including those in the SUNY Reconnect program, beyond our regular library hours. With reduced on-site hours caused by 

staffing and budget constraints, AskUs 24/7 ensures students continue to have reliable access to help when they need 

it most.   

Staff News 

Congratulations to Danielle Walkup, who received tenure and promotion to Assistant Professor of 

Library Science and has also begun her EdD program in Educational Leadership at the University at 

Buffalo. 

Congratulations to Charlotte Pines, Library Services Assistant, on earning her Master’s in Library and Information 

Science from Drexel University over the summer. Charlotte is now exploring PhD programs as she continues to advance 

her academic journey!  

A warm welcome to Julia MacLeod, who has joined us as a part-time librarian. Julia earned her Master's in Information 

and Library Science from the University at Buffalo and previously served as a Research and Library Assistant at Cairn 

University in Pennsylvania.  

A D I R O N D A C K  

Danielle Walkup 

Danielle Walkup 

Reviving a Treasure: The Education Curriculum Collection Finds a New Home at University at Albany 

In 2024, The College of Saint Rose—long recognized as one of New York State’s premier institutions for teacher 

education—closed its doors. With its closure came the loss of its beloved Curriculum Library, a vital resource for students 

in the School of Education. Fortunately, the University at Albany Libraries stepped in to preserve this legacy, acquiring 

approximately 12,000 items from the collection and giving them new life within our community. This acquisition is 

especially timely, aligning with the expansion of University at Albany’s undergraduate teacher preparation program. 

The Education Curriculum Collection is a treasure trove of high-quality picture and chapter books, educational and 

recreational games, puzzles, toys, science and social studies kits, math manipulatives, lesson planning guides, speech 

and language tools, literacy resources, therapeutic materials, hundreds of big books, and much more. While it’s an  

 (Continued on page 5) 

A L B A N Y  

Kabel Stanwicks 
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Janelle Varin  

(Continued from page 4) 

invaluable resource for future educators, its reach extends to anyone working with children or individuals in educational, 

therapeutic, or recreational settings. Students, faculty, and staff can also enjoy these materials personally with children 

at home. 

The library hosted an Open House on September 17 to introduce this special resource to 

the university community. Faculty, staff, and students from the School of Education and 

other programs—including Linguistics and Library Science—enjoyed refreshments while 

exploring curated stations that showcased the collection’s breadth. Highlights included 

themes such as Back to School and Building Community, Hands-On Math, 

Communication Sciences and Disorders, Learning Through Play in Early Education, 

Reading and Literacy Tools, Mental Health and Social Emotional Learning Picture Books, 

Counseling and Therapeutic Resources, Exploring Culture and History, and Science 

Exploration. The event was a great success, with many patrons borrowing items on the 

spot. It also opened doors for networking, inspired creative ideas, and sparked new 

collaborations between the library and campus partners. 

Teachers Who Read: A New Literacy Partnership 

One exciting new collaboration is with the School of Education’s Teachers Who Read 

initiative, developed by Dr. Stephanie Affinito, Clinical Teaching Faculty in the Department 

of Literacy Teaching and Learning. This program aims to deepen future educators’ 

engagement with diverse, high-quality children’s literature. Participants earn a credential 

by reading 150 pre-selected books during their time at University at Albany. 

After connecting at a spring staff meeting, Dr. Affinito and the Education Curriculum Collection Coordinator saw an 

opportunity to collaborate. Over the summer, they curated a booklist that includes both timeless classics—like The 

Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats—and contemporary titles such as Sarang Saves the School by Korena Di Roma Howley. 

The library acquired several newly published titles to support the initiative, ensuring a wide representation of voices and 

perspectives. 

The program features reading events, milestone rewards, and a credential that enhances employability by 

demonstrating a deep knowledge of children’s literature. Library staff support the initiative by promoting it on social 

media, attending launch events, providing books for reading events, highlighting the collaboration at the Open House, 

installing a permanent display for easy access, and creating an online curated collection for convenient borrowing. 

Sustainability and Stewardship 

One of the Education Curriculum Collection’s greatest strengths is its contribution to sustainability. By providing access 

to a wide range of materials for assignments and student teaching, the collection helps reduce the need for students to 

purchase their own resources. Durable tools—such as pattern blocks, math counters, dice, dominoes, and board books—

have already served hundreds of children and will continue to benefit many more. On-campus groups also borrow items 

like board games for student events, further minimizing the need for new purchases. 

New acquisitions are thoughtfully selected with durability, quality, utility, and inclusiveness in mind. The collection  

 (Continued on page 6) 

Book displays at Open House event 
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Alfred State College welcomed Janelle Varin as our new Library Director this semester. Janelle was a 

community college librarian in New Jersey for nine years and has master's degrees in library science 

and music. A native of the Rochester area, she is excited to be back in Western New York. 

The Hinkle Library's gallery has been converted into the campus writing and science centers. We are 

looking forward to being better able to serve students who come in to track their study hours or 

receive help from staff tutors. 

A L F R E D  S T A T E  

Nicholas Cousino 

Janelle Varin  

(Continued from page 5) 

promotes environmental stewardship through its emphasis on fiction and nonfiction books, hands-on experiments, and 

activities that foster a connection between children and the natural world. It embraces the philosophy that all children 

are scientists, driven by an innate curiosity to explore and understand their surroundings. 

We are proud to feature the Smithsonian Science for the Classroom Teacher Guides for grades K–5—exceptional 

resources that support exploratory, hands-on science instruction. The collection also includes biographies of 

conservationists, stories of inspirational young environmental stewards, explorations of ecosystems, and books 

addressing global warming and climate change. In addition, aspiring educators will find a variety of lesson planning tools 

and professional guides and resources to help them integrate sustainability into their future classrooms.  

Looking Ahead 

The integration of the Education Curriculum Collection into our library has opened the door to exciting new partnerships 

and possibilities. Library staff are eager to support faculty, future educators, mental health professionals, and others in 

our campus community who can benefit from these resources. We remain committed to making learning engaging, fun, 

and meaningful—and this remarkable collection helps us do just that. 

Join us in congratulating Dave Vose and Janice Whipple, who both retired recently. Dave Vose worked in the Libraries for 

29 years in various roles, including Government Documents Librarian, Information Commons Coordinator, Head of 

Branch Libraries, and most recently the Senior Director for Outreach, Engagement, and Collections. Janice has worked in 

the Libraries for 35 years, having been in the Bibliographic Searching Unit, Government Documents, Systems, Stacks 

Maintenance, Serials, Interlibrary Loan, Electronic and Continuing Resources as well as Acquisitions. We also 

congratulate Colleen Hailey, Cinema, Economics, and Management Librarian, who will be retiring on Oct. 9. Colleen has 

worked in the libraries for 35 years and has been a go-to source for data reference questions. All will be missed! 

We have also welcomed several new hires over the summer and early fall. We have 

two new Senior Assistant Deans, Kevin Seeber, Senior Assistant Dean for Research, 

Learning and Access Services, and Jesse Konnecke, Senior Assistant Dean for 

Collections and Technology Services. We also welcome Tanesa King as our 

Cataloging Librarian, and Amy Hathaway as our Director of Access Services. Last but 

certainly not least, Jessica Emmond and Lewis Graye have each joined us as a 

Library Assistant 1. 

 (Continued on page 7) 

B I N G H A M T O N  

Aleshia Huber 

(l-r) Kevin Seeber, Jesse Konnecke 
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(Continued from page 6) 

Jeremy Dibbell and Aleshia Huber were recently awarded the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Librarianship. 

Binghamton University has selected its 8th president following Harvey Stenger’s retirement. Anne D’Alleva joins us from 

the University of Connecticut, where she served as Provost and executive vice president for academic affairs. 

Binghamton University Libraries hosted the ACRL Roadshow Workshop, “Planning, Assessing and Communicating 

Library Impact: Putting the Standards for Libraries in Higher Education into Action” on Sept. 12. 

Our Access Services department is now pleased to share that our Community Borrower card is now 

free-of-charge to any local community member. Previously, community members needed to pay $25 

for borrowing privileges.  

Special Collections has a new exhibit on display, “Answering the Call: The History of Harpur’s Ferry.” 

Harpur’s Ferry is a student-run all volunteer ambulance and EMS service. The exhibit features 

photographs, records, and ephemera related to the history of this organization. 

B R O C K P O R T  

Dana Laird  

Personnel  

Drake Memorial Library has several personnel announcements. Over the summer, the library was busy hiring several 

new staff. Paige Leary began her role as Administrative Assistant in July. Also in July, Lauren Jenkins started in her role 

as Library Assistant in Interlibrary Loan. In August, Thomas Ford joined the library as Evening Circulation Library 

Assistant. 

Additionally, Molly Eadie started as Part-Time Library Research and Instruction Specialist in August. Molly holds a 

bachelor’s degree in Documentary Studies and Journalism ('13) and MSIS ('25), both from UAlbany. Her career 

background is in journalism, public communications, and marketing. Molly also serves as a production editor for the 

Journal of Librarianship and Scholarly Communications. 

The library is currently conducting a search for a Research and Instruction Librarian. 

Archives 

The Rose Archives at SUNY Brockport’s Drake Library has completed a project to create online, searchable Finding Aids 

that describe the University Archives physical and digital collections. Over the last 18 months, Visiting Archivist Lynn 

Kinsman has transformed what was a 40-page MS Word document containing alphabetical subject headings into 27 

online Finding Aids that meet today’s archival standards and best practices. The new archival descriptions are 

accessible through the Empire Archival Discovery Collective, EmpireADC.org, hosted by the Empire State Library Network 

(ESLN). EmpireADC was developed specifically to be compliant with Describing 

Archives: A Content Standard (DACS) and are exportable using Encoded Archival 

Description (EAD) format. 

The new finding aids are also discoverable through Drake Library’s Primo catalog 

based on original MARC records created by Collections Librarian Brigette Meskell. 

They also flow to OCLC’s aggregators WorldCat and ArchiveGrid. 

 (Continued on page 8) 

(l-r) Lynn Kinsman, Brigette Meskell 

https://web.cvent.com/event/ef5ed074-356d-406f-9aa4-ae2c44857a42/summary
https://libnews.binghamton.edu/specialcollections/2025/08/15/fall-2025-exhibit-answering-the-call-the-history-of-harpurs-ferry/
https://www.brockport.edu/live/blurbs/3721-research-and-instruction-librarian
https://www.empireadc.org/search/repositories/nbrocku
https://www.empireadc.org/search/repositories/nbrocku
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(Continued from page 7) 

Other outcomes from the project were that every record group in the collection has been verified against the 

descriptions, misplaced items were found or relocated, at-risk items were rehoused, keywords from controlled 

vocabularies were added, and historical notes and descriptions of each record group were written. Additionally, 

materials available digitally in the SUNY Digital Repository and SUNY Open Access Repository were noted and direct 

links to the items added to the finding aids. Digitized materials available to the library staff were also noted in the 

finding aids as “on request” to help both researchers and future staff members know what we have. 

With the project complete, we have increased the discoverability of the Rose Archives’ University Archives collection by 

researchers and staff at SUNY Brockport. 

General News 

SUNY Brockport President Dr. Heidi R. Macpherson announced her decision to retire at the end of the academic year. 

This is her 11th and final year serving as president. A search has begun for the next President of SUNY Brockport. 

B U F F A L O  

Deborah Chiarella 

UB Libraries Showcase “Toxic Archives” for Environmental Justice Education 

The University at Buffalo Libraries’ newest exhibition, TOXIC ARCHIVES: Voices from Love Canal, opened this fall in 

Silverman Library. Drawing on materials from the University Archives, the exhibition presents historical interviews, 

photographs, and documents that illuminate the Love Canal disaster while foregrounding environmental justice and the 

ethical responsibilities of archives. Co-curated by University Archivist Hope Dunbar and Dr. Saguna Shankar (Information 

Science), the exhibit demonstrates how libraries can transform historical collections into platforms for dialogue about 

sustainability and civic action. 

Complementing the exhibition is a slate of public programming centered on 

contemporary environmental activism and sustainable futures. Upcoming 

sessions will feature speakers and workshop events—from community 

archiving to preservation practices—that link historical memory to present-

day environmental challenges. 

Details on the exhibition and an upcoming schedule of events are available 

online.  

C O B L E S K I L L  

Faye Starman 

We are excited to announce that Theresa Dooley joined our team on August 11th as our new 

Instruction Librarian and Reference Coordinator! Theresa will work closely with students, faculty, 

and staff to support teaching, learning, and research through library instruction and reference. 

Theresa is passionate about helping students build the skills they need to succeed academically 

and beyond. She previously worked at the University of Massachusetts Amherst and holds an AAS 

from SUNY Cobleskill, BS from Stony Brook University, and MS from Simmons University. Please join 

us in giving Theresa a warm welcome to the library team! 

 (Continued on page 9) 

Theresa Dooley  

https://library.buffalo.edu/love-canal
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(Continued from page 8) 

Van Wagenen Library’s second annual Open House for incoming students was another great success! This year’s event 

featured a wide range of activities, from a library-wide scavenger hunt and hands-on crafting projects to the always 

popular therapy dog visit. Students explored the library in fun and interactive ways, connecting with staff and discovering 

the many resources, services, and spaces available to support their academic journey. The energy and enthusiasm 

made it a wonderful start to the new semester! 

Our annual CobyRocks event during the first week of classes was also a hit! Students gathered outside the library at this 

two-day rock painting event where they decorated rocks with everything from bright patterns and motivational words to 

fun characters and calming designs. Students could keep their rock, give it way, hide it around campus, or add it to our 

growing collection of painted rocks that reflect the creativity and spirit of our campus community. The event offered 

more than just a chance to get crafty—it gave students a relaxing break from their busy schedules and a space to 

unwind. It was also a wonderful way for students to connect with one another in a welcoming, low-pressure environment.  

We have some exciting events coming up this semester. The annual Book 

Sale begins on October 3rd, just in time for Coby Homecoming & Family 

Weekend, and will run through Halloween. We also have our annual Chili 

Cook-off on October 22nd (all are welcome) and Crafternoon taking place 

one Saturday each month throughout the semester. We have some other 

events in the works as well so stay tuned!    Some Coby Rocks in the garden 

E S F  

Jane Verostek 

SUNY ESF Involvement Fair 

Moon Library’s table at the annual SUNY ESF Fall Involvement Fair in 

September was a success. It was a beautiful day outside on our quad for 

our librarians and our intern from Syracuse University’s iSchool (Joel 

Carpenter) to meet students, answer questions about the library, share 

information on our brand new Seed Library (created by Librarian Ruth 

Owens), and, of course, give away library buttons and stickers.  

New Intern 

Joel Carpenter, Master of Library and Information Science student from Syracuse University, is interning at Moon Library 

for the Fall 2025 semester and will be assisting in all areas of the library from the reference desk to interlibrary loan to 

outreach and more. 

NYIC Fall 2025 Workshop 

On September 25th, Moon Library hosted the New York Immigration Coalition (NYIC) to give a “Know Your Rights” 

workshop for instances when anyone encounters ICE. The workshop gave an overview of the rights both US residents 

and citizens have, along with strategies to mitigate any sort of conflict. For information on connecting with the Coalition 

for workshops and further resources, visit the NYIC website. 

 (Continued on page 10) 

(l-r) Jane Verostek, Hanna Seraji, Joel Carpenter 

https://www.nyic.org
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(Continued from page 9) 

Latinx Heritage Month Salsa Night 

Moon Library hosted a salsa night at beginning of October to celebrate Latinx Heritage Month. Along with a salsa class, 

students were able to learn basic salsa steps and moves to connect and learn about Latinx heritage.   

Conferences 

Librarian Jennifer Nace attended the virtual conference Expert Finder Systems International Forum in September. 

Outreach 

Librarians Jennifer Nace and Hanna Seraji hosted joint workshops in the Fall of 2025 on Zotero’s citation management 

software and Undermind’s deep search tool. 

Librarians Jennifer Nace and Hanna Seraji began a ‘Getting Started’ series of short (less than 3 minutes) video 

tutorials—so far, we have Getting Started with Zotero and Getting Started at Moon Library. 

Displays and Exhibits 

Librarian Jane Verostek acted as the on-site CNY Arts On My Own Time Coordinator for 2025. This is the 52nd year of On 

My Own Time in the Syracuse community. Jane worked with SUNY ESF 

faculty and staff who are also artists throughout 2025, and in July and 

August artwork from eight faculty and staff were on exhibit in Moon Library. 

Artworks included watercolors, mixed media with yarn, metalwork, and 

woodworking. Two pieces were selected by CNY Arts judges to subsequently 

be in the main Syracuse-wide On My Own Time exhibit: Deborah Ku’s “I’m 

Still Standing: Endangered Flora of New York State” and Maura Stefl’s 

“Turtle Bay.” The exhibit will run at the Everson Museum of Art in Syracuse 

during October and November.   Part of On My Own Time exhibit 

Staffing updates 

Library Director Karen Gelles has been promoted to Acting Associate Provost. In this role, Karen will provide support for 

several student success areas including Academic Support and Access Programs, EMERGE, the Academic Advising and 

Information Center, and the Center for Academic Success and Tutoring. She first 

joined the faculty of Farmingdale State College as a librarian in 1999 and served in 

a number of positions at Greenley Library, becoming Library Director in 2017. 

Theresa Zahor, Library Assistant Director, has been promoted to Acting Library 

Director. Theresa joined FSC in 2007 and is the Head of Reference and Information 

Literacy.  

Awards and Recognition 

Karen Gelles received the 2025 SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Professional Service. Natalie Barton, Library 

Administrative Assistant, received the 2025 SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Classified Service. 

 (Continued on page 11) 

F A R M I N G D A L E  

Megan Marchese  

(l-r) Karen Gelles, Theresa Zahor  

https://expertfindersystems.org/2025/
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(Continued from page 10) 

Librarian Fatoma Rad was featured on the cover of the college’s magazine, 

FSCNOW. The article, “Building a Culture of Opportunities, Fatoma Rad: Committed 

to Student Success,” highlights Fatoma’s work in Greenley Library and throughout 

FSC. 

Presentations 

Librarian Danielle Apfelbaum and Adjunct Librarian Samuel Horstmann presented 

“Demystifying Mentoring: Mentees and Mentors on Participating in a Professional 

Mentoring Program” at the Long Island Library Conference on May 8, 2025.  

Librarian April Lynne Earle presented “Lessons Learned from One-on-One 

Genealogy Research” at the Long Island Library Conference on May 8, 2025.  Cover shot, Fatoma Rad & students 

This semester, the FIT Library focuses on events, events, events, and space needs for our students. 

The library’s Special Collections and College Archive unit was awarded a Diversity Grant from FIT President Joyce 

Brown’s office for a new event series titled Archives Salon. The Archives Salon is a series exploring the minds of 

collection donors and creators. It aims to provide insights into special collection archives management, care, and 

discoverability. The first of three events held on campus was with fashion designer Douglas Says on Thursday, October 

9th. 

Fall 2025 FIT Authors Talks series will start off with fine art photographer and FIT 

Professor Ron Amato. He will speak about his newest book, Artists of Provincetown, on 

Thursday, October, 18th. Other FIT Authors speaking this semester are Professors Raissa 

Bretaña and Justine De Young. These talks are virtual and open to the public. All are 

welcome to attend! 

The library hosted a screening of the award-winning documentary film Playing With Dolls, followed 

by a panel discussion. Documentary producer, fashion designer, and FIT Alumna Ms. Pearl was be 

joined by Lina Bradford and other notable guests. The screening took place on the FIT campus on 

Wednesday, October 15.  

In an effort to continue to respond to our students’ space needs, the library is installing a bookable 

soundproof pod for private calls, online testing, and interviews. We’re also creating a semi-private 

nook outside of our Mindfulness Corner for students who need more quiet spaces for work and 

research. 

F I T  

Greta Earnest 

https://fscnow.farmingdale.edu/2025/culture-of-opportunities/
https://fscnow.farmingdale.edu/2025/culture-of-opportunities/
https://www.eventzilla.net/e/special-collections-salon-series-designer-douglas-says-2138683882
https://authors.fitnyc.edu/
https://authors.fitnyc.edu/events/2025-10-21-bretana/
https://authors.fitnyc.edu/events/2025-10-21-bretana/
https://authors.fitnyc.edu/events/2025-11-20-deyoung/
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Awards & Promotions 

Christina Hilburger, Research & Information Literacy Services Librarian, was recently awarded the SUNY Chancellor's 

Award for Excellence in Librarianship. 

Mandi Shepp, Coordinator of Special Collections & Archives, was promoted to Associate Librarian. 

Scholarship 

Christina Hilburger, Mandi Shepp, and Katelynn Telford published a peer-reviewed article titled “A Critical Hit: 

Reimagining New Student Orientation through the Lens of Dungeons & Dragons” in Marketing Libraries Journal (vol. 9, 

no. 1, pp. 75–111). The article examines how Reed Library at SUNY Fredonia reimagined its New Student Orientation 

program with elements from Dungeons & Dragons to create an immersive, student-centered experience that promoted 

belonging, collaboration, and awareness of library services.  

Christina Hilburger contributed a chapter titled “Partnering for Open Pedagogical Practices: Librarian 

Support in Campus Initiatives” to the new open textbook Emphasizing a Student-Centered Process: 

Open Pedagogy Course Assessments Across Disciplines (Milne Open Textbooks, 2025). Her chapter 

highlights SUNY Fredonia’s Open Education initiatives, demonstrating how librarians support faculty 

and students in adopting open pedagogy, foster inclusive and student-centered learning, and address 

institutional barriers to sustainable open education. The book, available under a CC-BY license, brings 

together contributors from across disciplines to showcase practical strategies for integrating open 

pedagogical practices.  

Mandi Shepp contributed a chapter titled “Ghosts in grey boxes: Trauma and loss in the archives” to 

the forthcoming volume Shelf Life: Libraries, Archives, & Collective Grief (Bristol University Press, 

2026). The chapter discusses librarianship experiences in both the Lily Dale Assembly's Marion H. 

Skidmore Library and the Daniel A. Reed Library Special Collections & Archives at SUNY Fredonia, 

focusing on the role of grief in both collections and patron interactions as well as the emotional 

permanence of archival collections. The book, with an expected publication date of September 2026, 

explores themes of grief and grieving throughout archival and library practice and how we as 

practitioners respond to these themes in our work. 

Reed Readers Book Club 

The Reed Readers Book Club, coordinated by Christina Hilburger and Owen Wagner, Library Intern, will be reading The 

Lightning Thief (book 1 in the Percy Jackson and the Olympians Series), in conjunction with SUNY Fredonia's upcoming 

production of The Lightning Thief: The Percy Jackson Musical. The goal of the club is to create a welcoming environment 

where folks can connect and enjoy the library as a third space. 

Reed S.K.I.L.L.S. Workshop Series 

The Reed S.K.I.L.L.S. (Student Knowledge & Innovation Learning Lab Series) workshops are a new program that invites 

students to propose and lead learning lab workshops on topics they are passionate about. Workshops might focus on 

academic interests, creative pursuits, practical skills, or other areas of expertise.  

 (Continued on page 13) 

Christina Hilburger 

F R E D O N I A  

Katelynn Telford 

Mandi Shepp  

https://journal.marketinglibraries.org/05_mljv9i1/
https://journal.marketinglibraries.org/05_mljv9i1/
https://milneopentextbooks.org/emphasizing-student-centered-process/
https://milneopentextbooks.org/emphasizing-student-centered-process/
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If a student’s idea is selected, they will be paired with a librarian who will support them through the planning process. 

The librarian serves as a guide, but the workshop itself will be created, facilitated, and taught by the student. This is a 

great opportunity for students to: 

• Share their knowledge and passions 

• Build leadership and teaching skills 

• Gain experience in designing and delivering a workshop  

Preparation for SUNY Fredonia’s Bicentennial 

SUNY Fredonia is preparing to celebrate its 200th anniversary throughout the 2026-2027 academic year. Mandi Shepp 

has been leading campus efforts to compile institutional and departmental history, as well as curate exhibits throughout 

academic buildings across campus. 
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Study Rooms 

The study rooms at GCC Library recently received an upgrade with large-screen TVs connected to in-room PCs—designed 

to make collaboration, research, and remote learning easier than ever.  

Boundless eBooks 

The library recently added a new eBook database called Boundless, which is accessible through our Databases A-Z list. 

There are currently 30 non-fiction titles in the collection and more will be added.   

Richmond Reads Event 

Continuing our tradition of partnering with Richmond Memorial Library, GCC Library and the GCC 

Reading Club will be co-sponsoring a Richmond Reads tie-in event in October. A variety of Persian 

foods will be available for sampling, to reflect the cultural cuisine from this year’s One Book reading 

title: The Lion Women of Tehran by Marjan Kamali. The author will be stopping by the campus the 

morning of Monday, October 20 before her appearance at the Richmond Memorial Library at 7pm 

that evening.  

G E N E S E E  

Liz Simmons 

Milne Library is thrilled to introduce Maureen "Moe" Weinman, our new Special Collections Librarian! 

Moe holds an MLIS from The University of Alabama and previously worked at Milne Library in a part-

time capacity, in addition to SUNY Niagara. Her past experience also includes public and special 

libraries.  

Milne Library’s beloved therapy dog, Michele, retired this past summer. The Library is grateful for the 

dedication that Michele and her person, Marci, demonstrated. Michele had visited Milne Library 

weekly for the past three years and was adored by students. 

 (Continued on page 14) 
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Max Sparkman  

Moe Weinman 
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Starting this semester, Milne Library welcomed a new therapy dog: Peggy-ILean! Peggy is a four-year 

old chocolate labrador and full of love and wiggles. During her debut, students flocked to spend 

time with Peggy, who is missing part of one of her rear legs. Peggy will be visiting Milne Library each 

week with her parents. Milne Library is grateful for the service of our new therapy dog! 

The Research Instruction unit at Geneseo had a very busy summer on a number of fronts.  

Beginning in mid-May, Max Sparkman, liaison to the social sciences, and Sherry Larson-Rhodes, liaison to the sciences 

and global languages, co-taught the McNair Scholars program’s six-week, twice-weekly class. This year’s students’ 

majors and areas of research ranged from English to special education to neuroscience. The students presented their 

research at the end of June to an appreciative crowd. 

Immediately following the McNair Scholars program at the beginning of July, was Geneseo’s first Summer Academy, a 

one-week residential program for high school students who want to prepare for college, explore academic interests, and 

gain an understanding of life at a nationally recognized public honors college. Through five interdisciplinary tracks, 

students dove into topics such as sustainability, political thought, activism through art, and creative writing. The RI 

librarians, including Becky Leathersich, Alessandra Otero Ramos, Max Sparkman, and Brandon West, plus RI intern Brad 

Adams, provided the students with an introduction to what a college library has to offer. 

At the same time, Geneseo’s Access Opportunity Programs students arrived for a summer bridge experience that ran to 

the end of July. This summer’s AOP students numbered 75, a significant increase over the last several summers. Alan 

Witt, Alessandra Otero Ramos, Max Sparkman, and Becky Leathersich taught three sessions with the AOP students, 

focusing on college-level research and presentation skills, and Sherry Larson-Rhodes provided writing assistance as the 

students prepared their final papers. 

In mid-July, Geneseo hosted its first International Baccalaureate Summer Extended Essay Workshop. Over four days and 

three nights, students worked intensively on their extended essay projects with guidance from IB educators and 

Geneseo’s librarians. A highlight of the experience was time spent in Milne Library, where librarians led tours of the 

spaces and resources. Sherry Larson-Rhodes provided an instruction session on using academic databases, locating 

scholarly sources, and evaluating research materials, and Alan Witt led a discussion on the ethics and use of AI in 

writing. Librarians also offered individualized research assistance, helping students refine questions, troubleshooting 

searches, and identifying the best sources for their topics. Days were filled with writing sessions, subject-specific 

meetings, and one-on-one support, while evenings featured college prep workshops and social activities. By the end of 

the program, students made significant progress on their essays, gained confidence as researchers, and got a taste of 

life in a college setting. 

Finally on the instruction front, Sherry Larson-Rhodes and Alan Witt provided an overview of the library’s physical and 

digital resources to this Fall’s cohort of first generation students, including a tour of the stacks so that students would 

feel comfortable using Library of Congress labeling to find a book. 

The RI librarians also were busy with professional & scholarly events.  

In early June, Max Sparkman and Sherry Larson-Rhodes presented a poster at The Innovative Library Classroom (TILC) 

conference at William & Mary, Williamsburg, VA. Their poster, “Creating a Sustainable Upper-Division Research Course:  

 (Continued on page 15) 
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McNair Summer Scholars @ SUNY Geneseo,” provided information on the history of the McNair program at Geneseo and 

how Geneseo librarians over the last seven years have refined the six-week research methods class to best suit the 

needs of the students in the program.  

In June, Alessandra Otero Ramos presented in person at the WILU Annual Conference: Falling into Place (Hamilton, ON). 

Her session, “Beyond the Canon: Using Black Studies Subject Headings in Teaching,” shared strategies for integrating 

Black Studies terminology into cataloging and classroom practices to foster more inclusive learning,. Then, in July, she 

examined how multimedia resources shape pedagogy and critical engagement in film studies in her presentation, 

“Assessing Multimedia in Film Studies: A Critical Exploration” at the at the virtual NOLAiLC Information Literacy Forum. 

In August, Becky Leathersich presented at a session on winning library grants at the Greater Rochester Region School 

Librarians conference at St. John Fisher University.  

In August, Max Sparkman and Alessandra Otero Ramos collaborated on the co-creation of a one-credit course on zines 

for Fall 2025. This initiative responds to student interests, supports institutional learning outcomes, and reflects a 

commitment to creative leadership in course design. The course is set to run in the second half of the fall semester, and 

filled up almost immediately! 

Alan Witt's chapter “Let the Garden Run Wild: Organizational Structures and Organic Growth of Research 

Identities” is coming out in the book Librarians As Researchers: Developing Our Scholarly Identities from 

Bloomsbury! The chapter works as a case study built from his own experience, arguing against publish or 

perish for academic librarians and proposing instead the standard “contribute or perish” for promotions 

and tenure. For more info on the book, visit the publisher’s website. 

Max Sparkman and Alan Witt recently published an article in Library Trends! Their article, "Claude AI and Literature 

Reviews: An Experiment in Utility and Ethical Use," scans the literature on the benefits and drawbacks of using LLMs in 

teaching and research. It compares and contrasts two literature reviews on the subject, one written by a human author 

and one produced by Claude (AI). Alan and Max's article can be viewed in KnightScholar. 

Facilities and Staff Changes 

The big news is that over the summer, the Utica Campus Library underwent a significant 

furniture transformation. This project focused on creating flexible, modern learning spaces 

for students. The updated library now features a wide variety of seating and work options to 

support different study styles, including booth seating, whiteboard tables, fabric-lined study 

carrels, highboy tables, and egg-shaped chairs. The library’s classroom computer lab has 

been refreshed with new carpet and versatile tables and chairs, along with a new ceiling 

and lighting repurposed from the Rome Campus fitness center that's being transformed 

into the new Dental Hygiene lab. 

We gained new furniture, but we lost a valued member of our staff over the summer. Claire Ehrlich accepted a position 

with Onondaga Community College. We miss her dearly, but are grateful for the time we had with her. We are in the  

 (Continued on page 16) 

M O H A W K  V A L L E Y  

Jocelyn Ireland  

New furniture at MVCC 

https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/librarians-as-researchers-9781538187951/
https://knightscholar.geneseo.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1021&context=library-research
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process of hiring a new Reference and Instruction Librarian. In addition, we recently hired two part-time librarians, 

Christa O’Grady and Mary Nichols. Both Christa and Mary should start by the time this newsletter is published. 

We are also in the process of getting a self-checkout station operational. There have been some issues connecting it 

with Alma and Banner, but we expect it to be ready soon. 

Library staff presentations 

Milo Cameron is presenting the “Intersectionality and You” online workshop with SUNY OLIS (Office of Library and 

Information Services) on November 20. 

Multiple library staff members presented at the MVCC Institute professional development days. Jocelyn Ireland co-

presented “Creating Connection: Practical Tips for Week 1 Success” and also moderated a teaching panel for the 

adjunct orientation. Milo Cameron led a crafting session and presented an additional session on “Brainstorming with 

Zines.” 

Campus engagement 

Shaina Stafford and Milo Cameron are reviving the student Knitting and Crochet club this semester, and there's already 

been a positive response. They hope to build an audience for the crafts and textiles collection on the Rome campus 

between the new Knitting and Crochet club and Fashion Design club. 

MVCC has a new Fashion Design program! The library is in the process of building a collection of materials to support 

this new program. 

Kristen VanValkenburg led the library’s outreach efforts to welcome new students with our Pop Into the Library 

campaign. We had a variety of “pop” themed treats including popcorn, blow pops, cake pops, and ring pops. 

MVCC is currently going through the self-study phase of our Middle States reaccreditation process. Several library staff 

members are on committees for the Middle States effort. 

Rochester Regional Library Council Library (RRLC) All Star Award Winner: Mary Slifer 

Monroe Community College is proud to celebrate Mary Slifer, Principal Library Clerk at the Leroy 

V. Good Library, as one of RRLC’s 2025 Library All Star Award recipients. 

Mary’s exceptional dedication to students, staff, and faculty makes her an invaluable part of our 

team. She mentors student assistants, fosters a supportive work environment, and creates a 

welcoming space for all. Her ability to connect with students, many of whom know her by name, 

is a testament to her impact. Her contributions go far beyond her job description, and her 

positive attitude and commitment to student success truly embody the spirit of the award. 

MCC Libraries Join Ithaka S+R’s AI Literacy Initiative 

MCC Libraries are excited to participate in the third cohort of Ithaka S+R’s project, Integrating AI Literacy into the 

Curricula, launching in September 2025. This initiative supports academic institutions in embedding AI literacy across  

 (Continued on page 17) 

M O N R O E  

Afiya Farrell  

Mary Slifer 

https://sunyolis.libcal.com/event/15179335
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disciplines. MCC will explore ways to incorporate AI awareness into instruction, programming, and resource 

development, empowering students to become thoughtful and ethical users of AI tools. 

Welcoming a New AI & Instruction Librarian 

We’re thrilled to welcome Staci Tucker as MCC’s new AI & Instruction Librarian. Staci will lead efforts to integrate 

artificial intelligence literacy into our instructional programs and collaborate with faculty and students to navigate 

emerging technologies in research and learning. 

There is a lot happening at the A. Holly Patterson Library: 

Prof. Shikha Joseph was recently named a Civil Discourse and Civic Education & 

Engagement Fellow, a distinction she earned through a highly competitive process 

that had over 200 applicants from across the SUNY system. Congratulations, Shikha! 

Prof. Christine Faraday has been awarded a six-month sabbatical. She will be 

creating an Information Literacy Tutorial that includes the ability to evaluate artificial 

intelligence. 

Congratulations to Prof. Lisa Errico and Prof. Linda Gorman who recently retired from their full-time positions. 

N A S S A U  

Katrina Frazier 

Chrissy O’Grady, First-Year Experience Librarian, returned from parental leave and 

received tenure and promotion. Thank you to Megan Betke for providing much 

needed support to students as Visiting Assistant Librarian while Chrissy was on 

leave. We wish you the best of luck on your next chapter.  

Jennifer Rutner, Accessibility Librarian, received tenure. Jen previously received 

promotion to Associate Librarian in 2023.  

Kate Bellody, Student Success Librarian, collaborated with Elting Memorial Library to host a public 

library card sign up event. More than 50 students and faculty signed up for library cards. 

Megan Coder, Cataloging Librarian, accepted a new position at Vassar College. Megan joined STL in 

2005 and was promoted to full librarian rank in 2021. We miss you and are grateful for the many 

years of your kindness and friendship. Congratulations, Megan! 

N E W  P A L T Z  

Chrissy O’Grady  

(l-r) Chrissy O’Grady, Jennifer Rutner 

Kate Bellody 

(l-r) Shikha Joseph, Christine Faraday  



SUNY Press and Sustainability 

SUNY Press shines a spotlight on sustainability with its New York City Climate Week collection, 
offering books that explore climate change, environmental justice, ecological resilience, and the 
human dimensions of our warming world. The diverse collection combines original scholarly works 
and edited volumes and accessible storytelling in New York regional books, engaging both 
specialist and general readers in urgent conversations about climate and society. 

In addition to individual titles, SUNY Press publishes two dedicated series that deepen this work: 

• SUNY series in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics — advancing interdisciplinary 
scholarship on ecological thought, environmental ethics, and the philosophical frameworks 
needed to confront the climate crisis. 

• SUNY series on Religion and the Environment — investigating how diverse religious 
traditions and spiritual practices shape ecological values, ethics, and sustainable living. 

These are valuable resources for academic libraries supporting research and teaching in 
environmental studies, ethics, policy, and religion. All are available both as print books and 
ebooks.  

Featured Titles 

• Beyond Elemental Loss — Explores loss in times of anthropogenic climate change through 
the elements (water, fire, air, earth), offering both philosophical reflection and 
environmental urgency. 

• Toward Environmental Wholeness — Develops a holistic ethical framework for addressing 
the scientific, cultural, and moral dimensions of the climate crisis. 

• Mindfulness as Sustainability — Shows how mindfulness practices across religious traditions 
can foster resilience and ethical responses to environmental challenges. 

• Faith, Hope, and Sustainability — Examines how faith communities in the U.S. are integrating 
sustainability into worship, activism, and institutional life. 

• Soft Science Sustainability — Investigates the role of education and pedagogy in shaping 
responses to climate change and advancing climate justice. 

https://sunypress.edu/Collections/New-York-City-Climate-Week
https://sunypress.edu/Series/S/SUNY-series-in-Environmental-Philosophy-and-Ethics
https://sunypress.edu/Series/S/SUNY-series-on-Religion-and-the-Environment
https://sunypress.edu/Books/B/Beyond-Elemental-Loss
https://sunypress.edu/Books/T/Toward-Environmental-Wholeness2
https://sunypress.edu/Books/M/Mindfulness-as-Sustainability
https://sunypress.edu/Books/F/Faith-Hope-and-Sustainability2
https://sunypress.edu/Books/S/Soft-Science-Sustainability
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Librarians Andy Aquino and Jean Linn worked with the PR department to develop a new library website. Check out our 

new homepage!  

As part of our Academic Overdrive Joint Collection membership with the Northern New York Library 

Network (NNYLN), the magazines collection was recently added.   

We welcomed a new part-time librarian this semester. Molly Eadie joined us after graduating with her 

MS in Information Science from the University of Albany. One of her first projects here is coordinating 

a Mindful Monday event hosted in the library in collaboration with Student Life, which included a visit 

from therapy dog Lola.  

Instruction and Assessment Librarian Andy Yeager collaborated with the college’s grants department to fund a 

classroom update. The library’s classroom has been redesigned as an active learning space. Computer stations are 

arranged in clusters to encourage group collaboration. It 

includes a teacher’s station and three large monitors 

around the room.  

Another recently completed grant project is a family-

friendly study room. It is outfitted with a desk and 

computer for the student parents or guardians, and child-

sized furniture, children's books, and toys for the children. 

N I A G A R A  

Jean Linn 

(l-r) Updated library classroom, Family-friendly study room 

Programming 

Early in the Fall 2025 semester, Milne Library partnered with SUNY Oneonta's Counseling 

Center to host “Fall into Focus: Craft Your Dream Semester.” This collaborative event 

invited students to envision their ideal semester by creating vision board zines that would 

serve as covers for bullet journals. Students crafted these personalized vision boards using 

repurposed magazines from previous events and bullet journals left over from earlier 

programming. The well-attended event successfully combined sustainability with student 

wellness, receiving enthusiastic feedback from participants.  

Scholarship 

Michelle Hendley, Head of Collection Development, Resource Management, and Sharing, presented “Libraries Liberating 

Landfill: James M. Milne Library's Strategies to Reduce Waste and other Sustainable Practices” at the 13th International 

Conference on Urban Space and Social Life, held June 28-29 at the Indigenous Learning and Sharing Center, Laurentian 

University, Sudbury, Ontario, Canada. The accompanying paper explored the library's commitment to sustainability, 

provided a historical overview of libraries' sustainability engagement, and showcased activities and strategies 

implemented by Milne library staff to support the university's sustainability goals. Sarah Rhodes, Head of Information 

Literacy and Academic Engagement and the library's Sustainability Team Coordinator, served as co-author and  

 (Continued on page 20) 

O N E O N T A  

Lori Wienke  

Vision board zines in progress 

https://sunyniagara.edu/library/
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Staff news 

In August, Coulter Library welcomed Claire Ehrlich as Research, Instruction, and Outreach Librarian. Claire is very 

familiar with SUNYLA, having come to Onondaga after six years at Mohawk Valley. She will be serving as Onondaga’s 

SUNYLA Delegate, as well as the library’s liaison to the School of Technology, Engineering, and Computing. She is also 

helping to plan next spring’s CCCAT Conference, which Onondaga is hosting.  

Michelle Malinovsky has been named a member of the inaugural SUNY AI for the 

Public Good Fellows. In this role, she’ll continue her work in supporting OCC 

faculty in developing materials and activities to incorporate the new Information 

Literacy Core Competency standards, and work with a team across SUNY to 

provide guidance on teaching students to engage with artificial intelligence 

critically and effectively. Over the summer, she was also the co-recipient of the 

Robertson Award for Excellence in Writing Instruction for her continued 

collaboration with the English Discipline in integrating information literacy into 

freshman composition courses. 

Library Department Chair Lisa Hoff is serving on the search committee for Onondaga’s next Provost & Senior Vice 

President of Academic & Student Affairs. 

Library news and events 

Over the summer, CLRC circuit archivist Barbara Scheibel completed a project to reorganize the physical archive space 

after a recent move to a new location within the library. As part of the project, she also overhauled the archive finding 

aides. 

Coulter Library hosted its annual Apples and Cider event for students on October 8th.  

Olive the therapy dog is continuing her monthly visits to Coulter Library this Fall.  

Near the end of the semester, the library will also host De-Stress Fest.  

The library is continuing its role distributing books for the campus Common Read, Cultish: the 

Language of Fanaticism, by Amanda Montell.  

(Continued from page 19) 

contributed insights on the team's award-winning sustainability initiatives. More information about the conference is 

available on their website. 

Staff Update 

We are pleased to announce that Sophia Dunne has been appointed to the permanent position of 

Scholarly Communications Librarian. Sophia has served with distinction in this role on an interim 

basis for over a year, and her appointment was finalized this summer. Please join us in 

congratulating Sophia on this well-deserved appointment. 

O N O N D A G A  

Claire Ehrlich 

Sophia Dunne  

(l-r) Claire Ehrlich, Michelle Malinovsky   

https://www.cccatconference.org/
https://www.empireadc.org/search/catalog?f%5Blevel%5D%5B%5D=Collection&f%5Brepository%5D%5B%5D=Onondaga+Community+College
https://www.empireadc.org/search/catalog?f%5Blevel%5D%5B%5D=Collection&f%5Brepository%5D%5B%5D=Onondaga+Community+College
https://4c5mstudio.org/13th-conference-copy
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Students in the Deep Quiet Room 

Events 

Penfield’s librarians are focusing extra hard on student literacy efforts this year. Planned projects include targeting 

collection development money for our graphic novel and YA collections, taking pop-up tables of fun reads around 

campus for browsing and checkout on the spot, increased focus on encouraging students/student groups to create their 

own book displays in the library, and the beginning of our year-long reading contest for students. 

Penfield Libr-ARR-y celebrated Talk Like a Pirate Day on September 19 by challenging SUNY Oswego students to solve a 

3,000 piece puzzle (themed with marine life) over the course of a single weekend. This article goes to press before we 

know whether they’ll succeed or not, but we ARR optimistic that our enthusiastic jigsaw puzzl-ARRs will rise to the 

challenge. 

Oswego Rocks! is the newest exhibit created by Archives & Special Collections. This 

exhibit explores the history of popular concerts organized by students at SUNY 

Oswego through photographs, posters, ticket stubs, newspapers, album covers, and 

other memorabilia. The Oswego campus has been the site of many memorable acts 

from The Doors (1967) to Destiny’s Child (1997), from the Boss (1975) to the Piano 

Man (1972, 1974 & 1977), and from Sly & the Family Stone (1969) to N*E*R*D 

(2009) . We invite everyone to check out our Oswego Rocks! blog posts for more 

about the exhibit: The Beginnings and Laker Hall; The Rock Continues, Student 

Organizations, and Infamous Concerts; and Remembering Some Who Rocked Oswego . 

Publications & Presentations 

In June, Michelle Bishop was in Delhi, NY to present her poster “Networking for success: Strengthening college research 

readiness for future SUNY Oswego students” at the SUNYLA annual conference. 

Morgan Bond, Catherine Carrà, and Zachary Vickery co-presented on the “Sustainability Swap” along with Amanda 

Hutchinson (Binghamton University Libraries) and Alison Larsen (Standish Library at Siena College) as part of a panel 

presentation at SUNYLA in Delhi, NY. Morgan, Catherine and Zachary talked about sustainability efforts at their library 

including SeedShare, collection management/recycling, and conducting waste audits to evaluate waste streams in the 

building. 

Zachary Vickery organized and participated in a panel presentation, “Don’t Forget The Learning Outcomes: Things I Wish 

I Knew Before Overseeing An Internship,” at the Spring 2025 Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference (MARAC) in 

Harrisburg, PA. 

Other 

Penfield Library received a Special Collections grant from the Northern New York Library Network. This grant will provide 

funds for the library to microfilm and digitize The Oswegonian student newspaper between the years 2010 and 2025. 

They will then be added to the NYS Historic Newspapers site.  

O S W E G O  

Morgan Bond 

https://libraryguides.oswego.edu/news-and-highlights/home/Oswego-Rocks-The-Beginnings-and-Laker-Hall
https://libraryguides.oswego.edu/news-and-highlights/home/Oswego-Rocks-The-Rock-Continues-Student-Organizations-and-Infamous-Concerts
https://libraryguides.oswego.edu/news-and-highlights/home/Oswego-Rocks-The-Rock-Continues-Student-Organizations-and-Infamous-Concerts
https://libraryguides.oswego.edu/news-and-highlights/home/Remembering-Some-Who-Rocked-Oswego
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The Cayan Library has created a beautiful outdoor patio where there was previously a leaky 

planter and roaming woodchucks, thanks to contributions of furniture from Student 

Accessibility Services and plants from Facilities.  

May the mums bloom all year long!  

P O L Y T E C H N I C  

Ayiana Crabtree 

P L A T T S B U R G H  

Michelle Toth 

Over the summer, Feinberg Library added two new group student rooms on the third floor 

which previously had been offices. New tables and chairs provide a study space for 6 to 8 

students in each room.  

We also purchased two study pods, also placed on the third floor. These are already a big hit 

and in very regular use. 

The library’s acquisitions space took on additional meaning when the collections from Clinton 

Community College (CCC) arrived on Monday, September 15th. The process involves 

updating the records to show they are here, and then it is all hands on deck (librarians, staff, 

and student workers) to help shelve the books. The collection is about 14,000 items 

(equivalent to 900 full banker boxes of books). Feinberg’s Special Collections and University 

Archives will now also be home to Clinton’s archival collections. 

Feinberg Library participated in the campus orientation activities for incoming first 

year students. Our theme this year was fortune telling. There were fortune cookie 

slips with library themed fortunes such as, ‘Your caffeine-fueled late-night study 

session will culminate in an academic triumph.’ We also found an AI tarot card 

reading program and had the students prompt with ‘How will my semester go?’  

New study pods 

Boxes of material from CCC  

Malina Thiede, teller of fortunes 

New patio area 

We are pleased to introduce two new members of our team. Gregory “Greg” Weiner has joined us as Head of Circulation, 

and Judy Gitlin is our new Head of Technical Services.  

We are also proud to share that Darcy Gervasio, Associate Librarian & Reference Coordinator, will be 

presenting at the Upgrade: Enhancing Library Services with Technology Conference at the University 

of Wisconsin–Madison on October 6, 2025. Her session, titled “ChatGPT Is My Personal (Book) 

Shopper: Benefits and Limitations of Generative AI for Collection Development,” will highlight new 

perspectives on emerging technologies in libraries. 

P U R C H A S E  

Jaime Neudecker 

Darcy Gervasio 
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In May, Bruce Seger, Professor of Library Services, was awarded the 2025 SUNY 

Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Librarianship.  

Fabio Montella, Associate Professor of Library Services and History Professor has 

been working with Vanessa Viola (Associate Director of NYIT's Art and Architecture 

Library) and Kelly O'Neill (Professor of History at Harvard University) to create a 

Geographic Information System (GIS) map of former Negro Leagues stadiums 

throughout America and parts of Central America. The project was recently presented at the 9-Online Baseball 

Conference and will also be presented at NYGeoCon 2025 in Lake Placid, New York. This ongoing project hopes to be 

the start of a more comprehensive mapping endeavor that will include stadiums from women’s professional baseball 

leagues, prominent semi-professional stadiums, and various international stadiums. 

Kerry Carlson, Associate Professor of Library Services, presented a poster entitled “Increase Student 

Engagement and Motivation: Use Brightspace Badges” at the SUNYLA 2025 Annual Conference at 

SUNY Delhi in June. The poster highlighted how to use Brightspace Badges to motivate your students 

and add a gamification element to your course. Badges are a visual way of communicating with your 

students and provide an alternative method of feedback. Professor Carlson also presented at the 11th 

Annual Digital Pedagogy Institute Conference (University of Waterloo, Canada) under the conference’s 

themes of Digital Pedagogy and Emerging Technologies and Inclusivity, Accessibility and Digital 

Pedagogy. The presentation demonstrated the use of the Awards tools in Brightspace/D2L for both online and in-person 

courses. Additionally, Canva was demonstrated as a way to personalize the awards. 

Joan Cook, Associate Professor of Library Sciences, and Dana Antonucci-Durgan, College Head Librarian, presented a 

session entitled, “Who are You? Rebuilding College History Through a Crowdsourcing Project,” at the 2025 SUNYLA 

Annual Conference. Their presentation highlighted the library archive’s new strategic goals and objectives, as well as a 

collaborative initiative with the Retirees Association of Suffolk Community College (RASCC). Through this crowdsourcing 

partnership, hundreds of individuals and events in the library’s archival photo collection were successfully identified. 

S U F F O L K  

Joan Cook 

Technical Services Librarian Kimberly Weston retired after 27 years of service here at Rockland Community College. 

We’ll miss you Kimberly, enjoy your next chapter!  

Sarah Levy, retired Access Services Librarian, was recently awarded the status of Professor Emeritus. 

R O C K L A N D  

Clare O'Dowd 

(l-r) Bruce Seger, Fabio Montella 

Kerry Carlson 
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Library Navigator 

The library participated in both the New Student Orientation and the college’s Resource Fair this fall. The library’s table, 

staffed by librarian Susanna Van Sant and library receptionist Donny Dunham, included a spin-the-wheel to answer a 

question that helped familiarize participants with information on the library’s home page. We also lured students to the 

table with candy, and capitalized on the opportunity to talk about resources and services and offer a friendly and 

welcoming introduction to the library. 

Students were also encouraged to take a 6-question “Library Navigator” quiz to be entered into a prize drawing. The quiz 

was also promoted to students in first-year academic writing courses and success seminars. It was designed to have 

students explore and start to interact with the library’s resources. Questions included things like:  

• Select all the ways you can Contact Us (Answer options were: phone; text; chat; email; skywriting; come on in 

[visit us in person]; Morse code) 

• Is there a Research Guide for ENGL100? 

• Can you print from your own laptop? 

• Does the library have textbooks? 

• Do a Quick Search for the book How to Become a Successful College Student.  Does the library have 

it?  (Answer options were: No; Yes, online; Yes, in print; Yes, an audiobook) 

The quiz was developed in six versions using Springshare’s LibWizard. All answers were either radio buttons or 

checkboxes to facilitate auto-grading. Students who scored an 80% or better had their names entered into a drawing. 

The library gave away five $20 campus bookstore gift cards. The level of effort to develop the quizzes was a little high, 

but now the foundation is laid. We can apply some lessons learned and make some adjustments and think of other 

promotion and marketing ideas and campus collaborations. 

Springshare LTI in Brightspace 

The library implemented both the Automagic and the Single Course Tools to facilitate integration of LibGuides with web 

courses. All TC3 courses now have a “Library Resources” link in the horizontal menu bar that is mapped to a guide 

based on metadata. If no course or section-specific guide exists, the link defaults to a guide that is a pared-down version 

of the library home page. Especially after a college site redesign, this version offers improved usability for students and 

is easier for staff to modify and maintain. The process prompted a fair amount of shared rethinking and updating of our 

guides, too. 

CollegeNow Conference Presentation 

The library hosted a session in August on AI and digital literacy at the CollegeNow Conference for concurrent enrollment 

high school teachers. We discussed student work, adaptations instructors have made in the classroom and in 

assessment, and the attitudes of faculty. We also discussed the upcoming changes to the SUNY Gen Ed core 

competency on information literacy and ways the curriculum will need to adjust. 

Staff News 

Librarian Eric Jenes has taken on two new roles at the college, joining the Middle States self-study team as co-chair of 

Standard Two, and as the co-chair of the College Senate. 

T O M P K I N S  C O R T L A N D  

Karla Block 
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We're excited to celebrate big achievements for two of our librarians, Abigail Smith 

(Assistant Director of Research and Instruction) and Olivia Tsistinas (Assistant 

Director for Outreach & Engagement). Abigail received the SUNY Upstate President's 

Award for Excellence in Librarianship, and was honored at a ceremony in 

September. In August, Olivia was admitted to the Academy of Health Information 

Professionals (AHIP) at the Distinguished Level. We're so grateful for all that Abigail 

and Olivia bring to our team. 

We're in full swing with events for the fall semester. Olivia Tsistinas connected with over 100 students during Upstate's 

Back to School Welcome Fest—people were very excited to answer questions about the library and spin the prize wheel! 

Laura Benjamin (Access Services Librarian) and our Access Services team have been hard at work on a series of 

workshops, including:  

• How to organize your student life 

• Journaling  

• How to manage stress for overall wellness 

They're also planning a wall-hanging crafting event at the end of this month and have been coordinating this semester's 

therapy dog visits, which are always a hit. 

Sarah Lawler (Clinical Outreach Librarian) is gearing up for our annual Welloween event in October, which hosts health 

and wellness events ranging from flu shots to guests from Student Counseling to drop-in crafts and coloring. 

The library also helped to host Upstate's recent alumni reunion. Elise Deandrea (Head of Archives and Special 

Collections) put together a great display in the library entryway, and Laura Benjamin gave library tours to interested 

alumni. 

W E S T C H E S T E R  

Rebecca Steere 

The Harold L. Drimmer Library launched a student and staff Group Study Room Reservation system on September 2, 

coinciding with the opening day of the semester. Thank you to adjunct librarians Anthony Reda and Nina Levine for their 

work on this project. The library’s six study rooms were booked 146 times in the first two weeks of the semester. 

Students have shared positive feedback, noting how convenient it is to reserve a room and check availability. 

Rebecca Steere has been named a 2024–2025 recipient of the SUNY Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in 

Librarianship. Professor Steere oversees the Librarian Liaison Program, Collection Development, and manages the 

Paralegal Legal Collection. She also supports students’ success by leading Citation and Plagiarism workshops in the 

Academic Support Center and mentoring students in intensive research projects in STEM fields. 

Jessica Martino is being recognized with the 25 Years of Service Award. She will be honored by Westchester County 

Executive Kenneth W. Jenkins and the Department of Human Services in appreciation of her dedicated years of service. 

As an Intermediate Clerk I, Jessica is a valuable member of the support staff at the Drimmer Library. 

U P S T A T E  

Michelle Bowers 

(l-r) Abigail Smith, Olivia Tsistinas  
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My first opportunity to ever attend a national conference was this year and I couldn’t believe that on 

top of that I was given the opportunity to present there! I have to express deeply my gratitude at the 

opportunity provided by SUNYLA to attend the ELUNA national conference where I spoke on behalf 

of my colleague Logan Rath, who gave the same presentation at the namesake event!  

As the Systems Librarian at Brockport since 2023, and this being my first professional library 

position out of school, I have had a tremendous case of the jitters the whole time leading up to this 

event. My topic was on some strategically placed filters on our library home page. The successful 

use of these links to create pre-filtered results has allowed us to reduce the cognitive load of our 

students. As a person who often struggles with information overload and works with our library to 

meet the needs of students with disabilities interfacing with our electronic resources, this was an 

exciting time. My biggest fear was no one would have any questions. 

That, it turned out, was foolish. Not only were the conversations deep and the questions many, I had 

people from as far away as Jamaica wanting to implement similar systems! The opportunities to 

meet others and talk through the process and for them to be excited was an awesome experience! 

Aside from that, I wanted to take a moment to talk about the other things I got to 

experience at the event. Many open conversations about the tools on a daily basis 

and how to improve and use unique features, some of which I wasn’t aware of. If 

this has taught me anything, it’s that I still have a long way to go two years on. 

C L E A R I N G  O U T  F I R S T - T I M E  J I T T E R S :  G R A N T  R E P O R T ,  E L U N A  2 0 2 5   

Casey Spark (Brockport) 

Casey Spark 
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