
I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Greetings, everyone! The annual conference is almost 

here—June 18-20 at SUNY Delhi. If you haven’t registered 

yet, you’ve got until June 2. If you already have, I’ll see you 

in Delhi! 

If you’ve missed the events we hosted recently (Future 

Librarians Day, SILC Community Conversations), many of them are annual; so 

keep an eye out for them next year. Thank you to the LIS Subcommittee of 

Membership Development and SILC for their work organizing these events. 

My focus has been pulled in what feels like a million directions this spring, 

between some family health issues, the state of the world, and the demands 

of the academic year. Annoyingly, what has suffered the most has been my 

ability to just sit down and read. I have 900+ books on my to-read list, and I 

have gotten through only 5 since January 1 this year. (I’m going somewhere 

with this and not just venting, really.) I mentioned burnout in my first 

president’s column, and when I registered for the conference this year, the 

event on the schedule that intrigued me most was the self-care block on 

Thursday afternoon. I don’t know about you all, but I saw that and thought, 

“Yes, good, I need that.” Normally, I would be one of those introverts 

disappearing into the woodwork for that time, but I want to see what the self-

care ideas at the group event are. So if you’re going to the conference and 

you, like me, need to take some time for yourself, there’s time built in just for 

that. Whether you end up coming to the conference or not, I hope you’re able 

to take some time for yourself this summer and come back refreshed in the 

fall. 

This issue has information about DEI issues in our libraries. If you’d like to get 

more involved in this area, you can reach out to SUNYLA’s IDEA committee, 

chaired by Milo Cameron (MVCC).  
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REGISTRATION IS OPEN!! 
 

SUNYLA 2025  

Climbing the Mountain: Fostering  

Collaboration and Building Community 

SUNY Delhi 

June 18-20, 2025 

 

Register now for the 2025 SUNYLA Annual Conference!  

 

An exciting program of sessions, diversions, and 

socializing is planned. Check out this year’s line-up;  

there are so many good sessions, it’s hard to pick!  

Hope to see you there! 

 

Discounts are available for current SUNYLA members and for 

Conference Presenters. Details are on the registration site. 

 

Questions? 

About conference registration: Logan Rath (reg@sunyla.org) 

About your SUNYLA membership: Carol Ann Germain (cgermain@albany.edu) 

About the conference in general: Carrie Fishner (fishnecj@delhi.edu) 

https://events.sunyla.org/sunyla25/register-to-attend
https://events.sunyla.org/sunyla25/conference-program/
https://events.sunyla.org/sunyla25/register-to-attend
mailto:reg@sunyla.org
mailto:cgermain@albany.edu
mailto:fishnecj@delhi.edu
https://events.sunyla.org/sunyla25/
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Members of the IDEA committee are presenting at the conference on accommodative library spaces. We are 

hoping to gather information from each campus about what their library and their school are doing with mental 

health focused spaces, and we'd deeply appreciate if people could fill out a short survey to give us robust data on 

the topic.  

If you haven’t seen it yet, we created a mini-guide on pronouns that you can use for yourself, or for your library. 

A Letter From the Chair 

What a year it’s been, my friends. In my role as SUNYLA IDEA chair, as in my role as User Experience Librarian, I 

have never found myself simultaneously so exhausted and so encouraged by the state of things. (I’m young, I know, 

there is plenty of time for things to get even wackier). It seems that every hour I find myself and people like me 

under fire from an interesting new front as a trans autistic disabled DEI academic librarian. I know many of you 

have similar, and worse, stories, and I want to invite anyone feeling this same stress to share and seek community 

as we try to continue the work of supporting others. Briefly though, I want to draw attention to beautiful things. 

This semester I helped the GSA at MVCC host their very first gender affirming clothing swap, in which we collected 

donated clothes and offered them to students on campus, free of charge and free of judgement. Despite my 

reservations we deliberately branded the event as gender affirming and open to all, with the express purpose of 

loudly celebrating the diversity on our unique campus. Before the event I received a slightly ominous email with the 

subject line “about the gender swap…” and I steeled myself for the hate crime I was about to protect those kids 

from. Instead, it was an unprompted message from a straight student I had never met before who heard about the 

event and wanted to see if she could volunteer to help because transgender people are having a rough time right 

now and she wanted to support. We’ve had an outpouring of love and double the usual registration for lavender 

graduation this year. I’ve been invited into classrooms and thanked by students for talking about banned books 

and the dangerous psychology of censorship. The library actually received flowers from a student during National 

Library Week because she insisted they should be the ones thanking us for all we do. 

I know that this is the experience of one person in a unique environment, and I don’t want to suggest that it’s 

universally rosy or that everyone can relate, but this outpouring of love for the hurting, the outcast, and the helpers 

gives me hope for the work ahead. The Chancellor is absolutely right to discourage anticipatory over-compliance; 

we cannot flinch in the face of predatory orders and weakening support structures. Rather, we must become 

dandelions which find every possible crack in the stone to flourish as we stand our ground. The people want to 

help, so give them a way to show their support and they will come running. Stay informed, stay 

hopeful, and find rest where you can. 

With great humility, I want to thank everyone for your kindness and support of myself and the 

IDEA committee this year as we’ve worked hard to find answers, build community, and share our 

expertise. It means the world and keeps us going. 

See you at SUNYLA 2025! 

I D E A  C O M M I T T E E  U P D A T E  

Milo Cameron (Mohawk Valley) 

Milo Cameron 

https://forms.gle/7TDdw3FNxvqmQMqL8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hxpsRKhuIk69cLACTLEl5q_dEWkyefmj/view?usp=sharing


SUNYLA Scholarship Winners 

The Scholarship Sub-Committee has selected three Sylvia Chu Award recipients, and one 

Daniel Kissane Award recipient this year. 

Sylvia Chu Award:       Daniel Kissane Award: 

William Gore from Cortland   Francis Harte from U @ Buffalo 

Nicole Baker from Brockport 

Sarah Petras from Plattsburgh 

 

Congratulations to you all! We’ll see you in Delhi! 
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In recent years, librarians have become increasingly aware that language is not neutral. Words 

that were used in the past gain new, potentially harmful, meaning in today's standards or new 

words have been created today that better describe something now deemed racist, homophobic, 

or insensitive. As such, libraries must make intentional efforts to describe the people who create, 

use, and are represented in our collections with care and inclusivity. Binghamton University 

Libraries has reaffirmed its commitment to actively engage with the language in the library catalog 

by publishing its Remediation of Harmful Language Statement. The statement provides context for how outdated or 

biased language may appear in the library catalog and outlines the Cataloging and Metadata Unit’s approach to 

addressing harmful language and problematic classification practices. 

In addition to the Remediation Statement, the library catalog has embedded a link to an anonymous feedback 

form. This three question form allows patrons to easily report language they find inaccurate, inappropriate, or 

outdated in local, consortial, or vendor-supplied records. The Cataloging and Metadata Unit can then address each 

concern on a case-by-case basis by improving record language, removing inaccuracies, or advocating for national-

level change. This open, accessible feedback loop is another facet of the Libraries’ work to maintain an equitable 

and inclusive research environment. 

A  D E I  T R I U M P H !  

Sasha Frizzell (Binghamton) 

Sasha Frizzell  

https://www.binghamton.edu/libraries/about/admin/harmful-language/
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C A M P U S  N E W S  &  N O T E S  

Our library has been very involved with our DEI committee on campus. We recently ordered the summer campus read: 

The House of Broken Angels by Luis Alberto Urrea. The author will join us virtually for a reading and Q&A in September 

2025 for Hispanic Heritage Month. 

We are excited to announce that our part-time librarian vacancy has been filled. Julia MacLeod joined our team on April 

28th, working three days a week. Julia holds an MLIS degree from the University at Buffalo and brings two years of 

professional library experience from her role as a library assistant at Masland Library at Cairn University. Please join us 

in welcoming Julia—we look forward to the knowledge and enthusiasm she will bring to our library community.   

Joyce Miller, Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Library Science, will be officially retiring from her 

part-time role at the end of this semester. Her last day with us will be May 7th. As many of you know, 

Joyce originally retired from her full-time position as Reference and Instruction Librarian, Library 

Website Manager, and Distinguished Professor of Library Science at SUNY Adirondack in the 

summer of 2021. Following her retirement, she graciously continued to support the library on a part-

time basis, working two days a week—and more recently, one day a week after the library’s Sunday 

hours were discontinued. Joyce served several roles in SUNYLA over the years. She was SUNY 

Adirondack’s SUNYLA delegate for many years and SUNYLA board secretary. She served as second vice-president and 

conference chair of the 1999 SUNYLA Conference, the first to be held at a community college. It brought more than 150 

attendees to the Adirondack region. We are incredibly grateful for Joyce’s dedication, expertise, and many contributions 

over the years, and we wish her all the best in this next chapter.  

A D I R O N D A C K  

Danielle Walkup 

Joyce Miller 

Art Librarian, John Hosford was honored with the Faculty Scholar award at Honors 

Convocation April 25, 2025. Hosford was also recently inducted into the Alfred University 

chapter of Phi Kappa Phi. Dean of Libraries Brian Sullivan co-officiated the induction 

ceremony.  

Director of Libraries Mechele Romanchock received the SUNY 

Chancellor’s Award of Excellence in Librarianship presented at Honors 

Convocation April 25, 2025.  

Mechele Romanchock and John Hosford also both recently received notice of tenure and promotion 

to Associate Librarian. 

A L F R E D  C E R A M I C S  

Mechele Romanchock  

Mechele Romanchock  

(l-r) John Hosford, Brian Sullivan  
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Tina Burrows, Library Clerk, retired after 27 years of service with the Libraries. Tina has worn many hats and has made 

many contributions to the Libraries.  

Chungmin Park started as our MakerLab Coordinator. A Rochester Institute of Technology graduate with two master’s 

degrees in Integrated Design and Industrial Design, Park hopes to create a space for collaborative hands-on learning in 

our new MakerLab. 

Nicki Chanecka, director of library administration, received the March STAR Award. The award, given 

monthly, recognizes outstanding service by faculty and staff members within the Binghamton 

University community. 

The PBS American Masters series aired “Art Spiegelman: Disaster is My Muse” on April 15. 

Spiegelman, noted cartoonist and graphic novelist (Maus) attended Binghamton University between 

1965 and 1968. Maggie McNeely worked diligently to supply images (expertly digitized by Caitlin 

Holton) and a commencement speech he delivered in 1995 (digitized with funds from the NYS 

Conservation/Preservation Grant) from the University Archives that was used in the documentary. Not only did Special 

Collections appear in the credits, Maggie’s name was among those given special thanks. 

Jen Embree and Neyda Gilman wrote an article about the Science Library’s Sustainability Hub for the March/April 2025 

Sustainability issue of the American Libraries magazine, titled “Growth Report: Sowing sustainability on campus.”   

ALA’s Sustainability Round Table (SustainRT) presents their Top 10 Children’s Books published last 

year! Librarian Jen Embree served as a member of the SustainRT committee. The committee curates 

this annual list of 10 notable children’s books on nature, conservation, and communities that reflect 

the mission of SustainRT “to exchange ideas and opportunities regarding sustainability in order to 

move toward a more equitable, healthy, and economically viable society.” Check out past winners 

and more resources on SustainRT’s Resources webpage.  

Emily Creo has been elected as the new Vice President/President-elect of the Art Libraries Society of North America 

Upstate NY Chapter. 

The Open Repository @ Binghamton, known as the ORB, has undergone a redesign. Our Digital Initiatives Team 

collaborated with Digital Commons on the redesign. Key improvements include a refreshed homepage with more 

prominent links to “Share Your Work” and “Author FAQ,” and new collection buttons that better reflect and highlight the 

unique content housed in the ORB. Additionally, the site’s content had been reorganized to create a more user-friendly 

experience and includes updates to the About page and Author FAQ.  

Events 

The second annual Music in the Stacks recital was held on March 6 in the Glenn G. Bartle Library. Students performed a 

variety of works by women composers made available through BU Libraries in celebration of Women’s History Month. 

A new exhibit, Stand Up! Women’s Activism in the Archives, curated by Lark Wilson, is now on view in Special 

Collections. The exhibit highlights feminist activism in our collections. The materials on display offer glimpses into local, 

national, and international feminist activism, though the exhibit’s strength lies in how well it documents Second Wave 

Feminism. Read more about it on our blog. 

 (Continued on page 7) 

B I N G H A M T O N  

Aleshia Huber 

Nicki Chanecka 

Jen Embree   

https://www.binghamton.edu/news/story/5460/infusing-technology-into-the-modern-academic-library
https://libnews.binghamton.edu/news/2025/03/24/nicki-chanecka-honored-with-star-award/
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/art-spiegelman-documentary/35215/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2025/03/03/growth-report/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KfnX6DFZhgtv5JaWLMMUpfEsasAzxNCy/view
https://www.ala.org/sustainrt/resources
https://orb.binghamton.edu/
https://libnews.binghamton.edu/specialcollections/2025/03/18/spring-2025-exhibit-stand-up-womens-activism-in-the-archives/


(Continued from page 6) 

Special Collections is hosting its 3rd year of the Student Book Arts Competition. The Open House showcasing all the 

entries took place on May 6. To learn more and see last year’s winners, see our blog post.  

The Sustainability Hub has had a busy Earth Month with a number of events. An arts & 

crafts event using upcycled materials was co-hosted along with the Binghamton 

University Food Co-op. The Sustainability Hub and Food co-op also co-hosted a clothing 

swap and flower seeding event on April 30. For the month of February, the Sustainability 

Hub had a “Blind Date with a Seed” display. It was very popular, with almost 50 packets 

taken by visitors. 

The Library Research Scholars program showcased their work in early May. The students did poster presentations during 

the University’s Research Days poster events on Friday, May 2 as well as a Libraries’ poster event on Wednesday, May 

7. See below for the poster abstracts: 

• Expanding the Bibliographic Palette: Diversifying the Binghamton University Libraries Fine Arts Collection 

• “Something to be involved in”: Fostering intra-campus community through zine-making and the potentials of a zine 

library at Binghamton University 

• Educating for Equity: How DEI Library Collections Shape Future Healthcare Professionals  

• Chronicling Language, Gender, and Sexuality Research through Digital Text Analysis  

• Qualitative Analysis of Instagram Engagement  

DEI-related initiatives and projects 

Our Cataloging and Metadata team published the Remediation of Harmful Language 

Statement to reaffirm Binghamton University Libraries’ commitment to inclusive and 

accurate resource description. A notice and link to our anonymous feedback form is 

now available at the bottom of each catalog record to make it easier for users to 

share any concerns. (See more about this effort on p. 4) 

The Binghamton University Libraries celebrates BIPOC authors and highlights its diverse collections through frequent 

“Amplifying” reading lists posted to our blog. Our most recent lists include Black History Month, Women’s History Month, 

Arab American Heritage Month, and Sustainability (Earth Month). 

The Libraries have an IDEA Committee, which considers issues deemed significant by Libraries’ stakeholders pertaining 

to inclusivity, diversity, equity and accessibility (IDEA). The Committee is a forum for discussion of proposed policies, 

programming and procedures prior to implementation. The IDEA Committee provides feedback and recommendations 

on key issues brought to their attention by Libraries’ stakeholders.  
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Blind Date with a Seed display 

Example catalog record 

https://libnews.binghamton.edu/specialcollections/2025/02/20/special-collections-student-book-arts-competition-in-its-third-year/
https://libraryguides.binghamton.edu/sustainability/events
https://research.binghamton.edu/ResearchDaysPosters/display.php?idx=6361
https://research.binghamton.edu/ResearchDaysPosters/display.php?idx=6371
https://research.binghamton.edu/ResearchDaysPosters/display.php?idx=6371
https://research.binghamton.edu/ResearchDaysPosters/display.php?idx=6407
https://research.binghamton.edu/ResearchDaysPosters/display.php?idx=6443
https://research.binghamton.edu/ResearchDaysPosters/display.php?idx=6487
https://www.binghamton.edu/libraries/about/admin/harmful-language/
https://www.binghamton.edu/libraries/about/admin/harmful-language/
https://libnews.binghamton.edu/news/2025/03/04/amplifying-womens-history-month-reading-list-2025/
https://libnews.binghamton.edu/news/2025/03/04/amplifying-womens-history-month-reading-list-2025/
https://libnews.binghamton.edu/news/2025/04/04/amplifying-arab-american-heritage-month-reading-list/
https://libnews.binghamton.edu/news/2025/04/16/amplifying-sustainability-reading-list-2025/
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B R O C K P O R T  

Dana Laird  

Drake Memorial Library has several personnel announcements. Congratulations to Pam O’Sullivan on 

her retirement after 17 years at Brockport. She’s held roles in many areas of the library, including 

Access Services, Archives and Scholarly Communications, and Research and Instruction Services. 

With over 2 decades at Drake Memorial Library, Becky Cousins is retiring in May. She has worked in 

various areas of the library, most recently in Interlibrary Loan. Gloria Gustke, Administrative Assistant 

for the library, will be transitioning to Administrative Assistant for University Senate. We will miss each 

of them and wish them all the best in their future endeavors! 

In May, Joe Hernandez begins in the role of Library Assistant 2 in Acquisitions. Joe has been with the 

library since 2018 as Library Assistant 1 in Circulation. 

Librarians Kellie Barbato, Nicole Baker, Jennifer Kegler, and Logan Rath presented their poster “Is It 

C.L.E.A.R.? : How Librarians Used AI to Develop a New Method for Evaluating Information” at the 

ACRL Conference in Minneapolis. 

Logan Rath will be serving as Brockport University Senate President in the 2025-2026 academic year.  

Jennifer Kegler was approved for a sabbatical during the spring semester of 2026. Jennifer’s study 

will involve analysis of library spaces on other campuses that are similar to our Move Smart Corner. 

In April, Drake Memorial Library hosted an open house for our 

new Move Smart Corner, the first part in our Active Bodies, Active 

Minds initiative. The open house was attended by the Provost, 

Brockport Student Government representatives, a reporter from 

the campus newspaper, and the entire staff of Student Accessibility Services. 

Students stopped by the space and tested out the equipment. 

Drake Memorial Library recently hosted a traveling exhibit from the National Library of Medicine: Care and Custody: Past 

Response to Mental Health. As one of the events associated with this exhibit, the library teamed with the Public Health 

Club for an introduction to the graphic medicine genre, culminating in students creating their own comic panel. 

The library used social media and Ask a Librarian posters to put the library on students’ radar and market ways in which 

we can help students excel. This academic year, the library’s Instagram account followers have increased from 303 to 

440. The Ask a Librarian posters helped to spread awareness of library support services and have a QR code for 

students to easily initiate a chat or schedule an appointment with a reference librarian. 

Pam O’Sullivan  

Joe Hernandez  

Jennifer Kegler  
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C O B L E S K I L L  

Kate Brent 

The library’s annual Mac & Cheese contest 

on March 19th had nine delicious entries 

and more than 50 people stopped in to 

sample them all. We had entries this year 

from students, faculty, and staff from 

various parts of campus. Entries were 

judged on Best Tasting, Most Unique, and 

Cheesiest. A few people have stopped by in 

the weeks since the event to ask when the next cook-off is. Sorry folks, not until Fall. 

The library hosted Board Game Night April 17th, organized by Evening Circulation Supervisor Shannon Kelly and Adjunct 

Reference Librarian Kathryn Prada. Attendees enjoyed numerous rounds of Uno, Scattergories, 

Sorry!, and Dumb Ways to Die, among others.  

The therapy dogs were back the week before finals for some much needed de-stressing. New this 

year, we also have a therapy cat, Athena, who stops by every couple of weeks and mostly visits with 

the staff. Library people like cats, who knew?! 

Stacy Abrey’s monthly Crafternoon events continue to be well attended, the most recent was on May 

3rd. Stacy and Daytime Circulation Supervisor Dawn Foland (a regular participant) were asked to be 

co-advisors for a new student Fiber Arts Club.  

Electronic Resources Librarian Faye Starman will be taking over as Cobleskill’s SUNYLA delegate after 

the annual conference in June.  

(l-r) People lining up for 2025 Mac & Cheese contest; some samples 

Athena 

Faye Starman  

C O R T L A N D  

Hilary Wong   

Cortland’s Library participated in National Library Week. Librarians set out a book truck 

with paper, tape and pens, asking students to share, ‘What draws you to the library?’ There 

were more than 50 responses, including: 

• It’s the only place I can get my homework done 

• The Makerspace 

• the Bookmark cafe 

• getting SH*T DONE!!!!!! 

Congratulations to Will Gore, a recipient of this year’s SUNYLA Sylvia Chu scholarship! 

Will also hosted a recent game night for students at the library. Around 20 students came to play board and card games. 

Students were largely unaware that the library had board games which they could check out. Students valued the 

opportunity to socialize and de-stress. 

 (Continued on page 10) 

What draws you to the library? 
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C O R T L A N D  

Hilary Wong   

(Continued from page 9) 

Hilary Wong participated in a faculty panel on “Generative AI and Pedagogy” on the Cortland campus.  

The Fralick Teaching Materials Center hosted 160 third graders from a local elementary school who were on campus to 

visit the Planetarium. In groups of 40 students per session over two days, Librarians created planet-themed stations for 

the students to cycle through. The stations included Research, Book Searching, Arts & Crafts, and Building. Everyone 

enjoyed visiting the Memorial Library. 

Congratulations to Associate Librarian Lisa Czirr, recipient of the Chancellor’s Award for 

Excellence in Librarianship! Czirr models modern academic librarianship and instructional 

innovation at SUNY Cortland. Her impact across campus is significant, especially when it comes 

to educating future teachers. As the manager of the university’s Fralick Teaching Materials 

Center, Czirr oversees Memorial Library’s most heavily circulated print collection. Since 2012, 

her lessons have reached an estimated 20,000 students, helping education-related majors 

identify teaching resources spanning children’s books to interactive games. “No other librarian 

at Memorial Library has reached so many students, and her efforts play an important part in the 

success of creating new teachers here at SUNY Cortland,” wrote Richard Powell, instructional 

services librarian in Memorial Library. 

Creativity and innovation also inspire Czirr’s work. The Inspiration Station in the Fralick Teaching Materials Center offers 

a wide range of crafting supplies so that future teachers can gain hands-on practice with helpful resources before using 

them in the classroom. In collaboration with colleagues, Czirr has completed a large-scale recategorization of the 

teaching collection in an effort to make it easier for students to locate materials and complete assignments. 

Czirr also has curated an expansive collection of culturally responsive children’s books, going as far as to develop a 

Diversity in Children’s Literature resource to ensure teacher candidates can lead lessons that reflect people from all 

backgrounds. Her ability to promote active learning through hands-on pedagogical tools has earned praise from 

students and faculty alike. 

Beyond her skill in librarianship, Czirr has demonstrated a strong track record of service to Memorial Library. She has 

chaired the Library Personnel Committee and served many others. One of her greatest contributions has been the 

development of a robust mentorship program for tenure-track librarians, one that fosters collaboration and provides a 

model for the SUNY Librarians Association. 

She also has contributed more than 170 children’s book reviews to professional databases. This scholarly work on 

mentorship and inclusive children’s literature has influenced both her profession and the broader field of education.  

Czirr holds a B.A. in biology from Hamilton College and M.L.S. from the University at Buffalo. 

Lisa Czirr 
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South Campus relocation 

Librarians have been meeting this semester with the architects on designing the library space at the new South Campus 

location. The library occupies about 3,600 square feet in a central area of the building and will feature several study 

rooms and nearly all new furniture and shelving. This is a stark reduction from the current library’s approximately 

27,000 square feet and 26,000 volumes, yet the new space is planned to maintain a robust and prominent physical 

collection built into the design to create nooks that students requested and foster an academic library experience. The 

library is expected to move into the new space over the summer and classes are set to start in the new building this Fall. 

Board game collection 

A new board game collection at the South Campus library has caught the attention of administrators looking to build 

engagement and community for students with plans to expand the collection to North Campus and partner with the 

Anime and Gaming Club, the college’s largest student club, with programming starting in the Fall semester. Games were 

purchased from a small local game store, Gather & Game, located in Buffalo and owned by a SUNY Erie alum who 

offered to match New York State contract discount pricing and provided great feedback and advice about selecting 

titles. The collection is currently about 25 titles and include some party favorites such as Codenames, accessible 

modern classics such as Catan and Ticket to Ride, and more advanced newer games such as Arc Nova, Wingspan, and 

Scythe. 

City Campus events 

Over the past few months, City Campus librarian Hadeen Stokes has been teaming up 

with student workers to bring some serious creativity to the library’s bulletin board. 

Together, they’ve crafted vibrant, large-scale collages that have turned heads and 

sparked conversation. These displays have brightened the space and created a 

welcoming atmosphere where students and staff often stop to admire the artwork, snap 

photos, and chat about the themes. 

To help make the library even more inclusive and engaging, Hadeen joined forces with fellow 

librarian Taheera Shaheed-Sonubi from South Campus and the Muslim Student Association (MSA) 

to host the Sisters Hijab and Culture Day in the fall semester. This beautiful event brought women 

from across the campus together to celebrate and learn about Muslim culture. The day included 

perfume and jewelry making, henna art, canvas painting, and the chance to try on and take home a 

hijab. The event also included sharing delicious Islamic cuisine and meaningful conversations. 

Also in the fall, Hadeen and Taheera co-hosted and sponsored a library De-Stress event, with the Student Government 

Association (SGA) lending a hand with the craft activities. This event gave students a much-needed break before finals. 

From slime-making and hot chocolate to interactive games and fun prizes, the event was a hit. Students later shared 

how the relaxing vibe and fun activities helped them recharge and refocus for their exams. 

Throughout the academic year, the City Campus Library has been alive with celebration and creativity. For Black History 

Month, the team put together book displays, daily fun facts on the whiteboard, and a bold collage honoring national 

Black trailblazers in music, media, film, and social media. The energy continued into March with a Women’s History  

 (Continued on page 12) 

E R I E  

Justin Cronise 

Henna art 

Bulletin board collage 
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(Continued from page 11) 

Month collage featuring local female leaders, and in April, National Poetry Month was celebrated 

with a blackout poetry board designed by student assistant Sidratul Borno. Students were 

encouraged to use markers to black out words from discarded book pages and create their own 

poetry—it was a hit! 

The buzz around these projects has brought a wave of visitors to the library. People have been 

stopping by to admire the displays, take selfies, and even share the excitement on social media. 

The library’s work was even featured in the campus newsletter, and some staff members have 

asked to display the collages in their own offices once they come down. 

As the spring semester wraps up, Hadeen is keeping the momentum going. She’s planning another De-Stress event with 

oversized games like Jenga and Connect Four, Jeopardy-style trivia, and hands-on fun like slime-making. She’s also 

getting ready for the Final Touches cap-decorating event to celebrate graduates. The DIY station will be filled with glitter 

letters, gemstones, silk bows, and fabric scraps donated by a local tailor originally from the Democratic Republic of 

Congo. 

None of this would be possible without the amazing library student assistants—Kianna Brown, Abbeni Dixon, Sidratul 

Borno, Gloria Bernard, and Tayshawn Coombs. These dedicated students have poured their hearts into every project 

and event, and their creativity and teamwork have made a lasting impact on the library and our campus community. 

To celebrate their accomplishments, Hadeen surprised the graduating student assistants with a special bulletin board 

tribute, highlighting their awards and contributions while sending them off with love and well wishes for the next chapter 

of their journey.  

Sidratul Borno 

Citation Managers Workshop  

Jennifer Nace, Scholarly Communications Librarian, and Hanna Seraji, Assistant Librarian, of ESF, hosted Citation 

Managers Workshops for students in Fall 2024 and Spring 2025 semesters. The workshop went over the basics of 

using Zotero and troubleshooted with students on any roadblocks or challenges they faced using Zotero. They provided 

opportunities for students to engage with citation manager tools to help aide them rather than creating more issues 

along the way for their research needs.  

ORCID Integration on Campus 

Jennifer Nace, Scholarly Communications Librarian organized a raffle this Spring to promote the 

adoption of our ORCID/Experts@ESF integration—this led to a 400% increase in ORCID integration on 

campus! Prizes included the ever-popular Yeti camp mug.  

Moon Library Hosts Easter Dinner  

Mike Stowell, Evening and Weekend Supervisor organized, coordinated and held a very successful outreach event for 

our students. The 6th Annual Easter Sunday Dinner at Moon Library went off without a hitch. It was started by a new 

staff member at the time in 2018 for those students who could not travel home for the weekend. The thought behind it  

 (Continued on page 13) 
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was giving students a home cooked meal when they are still so far away from their loved ones for the holiday. It has also 

evolved into a student community pot luck with some students having contributed a dish to pass around. There were 

roughly 70 students who participated in this event. This year’s menu was sliced ham, mashed potatoes, a vegetable 

medley, sweet potato dinner rolls, fruit salad, stuff for a custom garden salad, Buffalo chicken dip, chips, a few bags of 

assorted Easter candy, buffalo chicken & bacon mac and cheese, and for dessert, an apple pie cinnamon roll casserole.  

Earth Week at SUNY ESF 

During Earth Week on our campus the library is very involved in programming and outreach to our campus community. 

Following are a few highlights of our Earth Week centered outreach.  

Moon Library at SUNY ESF hosted Emily Shoerning from the American Resiliency Project, a non-profit organization that 

helps communities prepare for climate change, during ESF’s Earth Week. Shoerning walked the audience through data 

visualization tools they use to help communities combat the rapidly changing environment conditions. The event ignited 

empowering and engaging discussions around caring for the environment and how to start with our own communities to 

make the Earth a better place. 

Hanna Seraji, Assistant Librarian at SUNY College of Environmental Science’s Moon Library, led a zine

-making workshop for students during ESF’s Earth Week! Students were ecstatic about creating their 

own stories, poems, and art with zines and expressing themselves artistically. Earth Week is a special 

time for the ESF community by honoring our environment and Earth with events taking place 

throughout the week. 

Ruth Owens, Associate Librarian, hosted a seed swap and gardening workshop on Earth Day. At ESF, we celebrate Earth 

Day all week and the theme this year was resiliency. In the spirit of that theme and Moon Library’s efforts to be a 

“resiliency hub,” this workshop focused on ways that gardening develops resiliency in the changing environment. Ruth 

talked about how gardening helps develop our individual resiliency through many health benefits. Another aspect of 

resilience through gardening is saving seeds. Ethan Hollamby, a junior NRM major, talked about 

how to start saving seeds, and his knowledge and partnership with this program was invaluable. 

After the presentation, participants looked through seeds available and made their own packets 

to take home. Some students also brought their own seeds to share and enjoyed talking about 

them. Participants could also plant seeds right there with provided soil and pots. A display of 

books from Moon Library’s collection, as well as personal copies, was popular—all on various 

subjects such as container gardening, seed saving, bees, native plants, and more. There 

were happy discussions among participants about more events like this in the future and 

partnerships with other groups and clubs on campus, such as the Plant Propagation Club. 

There were many seeds and supplies left over from this workshop, so a pop-up seed 

exchange was put up in the library the rest of the week and was very popular with the ESF 

community as they visited the library. 

Librarian Jane Verostek created a display on the history of Earth Day at ESF, coordinated making 

Earth Day buttons and designed and built a little free keychain library filled all Earth Week with 

homemade upcycled keychains.   
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Planting station 

Ethan Hollamby 

Hanna Seraji 

Earth Day keychains  
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This semester the FIT Library is focused on the celebration of reading and student engagement! 

We had a pop-up event near Valentine’s Day called “Blind Date with a Book.” Librarians and other 

library personnel covered books in parchment and decorated them in a Valentine’s theme with a 

vague description of the plot on the back. The day was a success. We ran out of blind date books! 

On April 8th, the library teamed up with the LGBTQ+ Alliance and the Counseling Center to host an 

LGBTQ+ book swap! All attendees were encouraged to bring a favorite Queer book to swap with 

others. People were invited to get up and talk about their favorite book in Reading Rainbow style!  

 (Continued on page 15) 

Spanish Language Collection 

Greenley Library created a collection of books in Spanish to support our large student population of students who speak 

Spanish as their first language. The collection was a collaborative initiative created by Librarian Fatoma Rad and student 

employees Christian P., Jenelle M., and Kenia S. The Libros en Español collection was initially funded by a grant and will 

continue to grow as part of the library collections. 

Phenomenal Womyn’s Award Ceremony 

Librarian April Earle presented at the annual Kathryn Freeman Phenomenal Womyn’s 

Award Ceremony about Kathryn Freeman, the only female member of FSC’s first graduating 

class and salutatorian of the Class of 1919. April also 

highlighted FSC’s first female Asian American Pacific Islander, Jane Fumiye Murakami-

Ota, class of 1952. Jane’s daughter, Pat Ota, and Jane’s niece, Carol Ota, traveled all 

the way from Hawaii to celebrate the day with us and walk in the gardens where Jane 

studied ornamental horticulture. 

They also took the time to view the library’s current exhibit on our first graduates of color which includes Jane, along with 

Alphonse Tello, class of 1919; White Gong, class of 1926; Winston Roberts, class of 1360; Elizabeth Ann “Betty” Green-

Mountain, class of 1940; Gita Desuraj-Urs-Novick, class of 1951; and Angelina Torres-Faulk, class of 1967. 

Displays 

The library created collaborative marketing campaigns with student clubs to 

promote the collections. In March, the library created its first ever FSC 

Women in Sports display, where student employee Michael A. created 

posters for student athletes that were displayed in the library and throughout 

the campus. The project was co-led by student employee Lauren V., together 

they highlighted women athletes for Women’s History Month. 

Presentations 

Librarian Megan Marchese presented “How are undergraduate students using generative AI?” to the Empirical Studies 

in Libraries Summit online on March 26, 2025 and to the Long Island Library Resources Council Academic Libraries 

Conference at Nassau Community College on April 24, 2025. 

F A R M I N G D A L E  

Megan Marchese  

(l-r) Pat Ota, April Earle, Carol Ota 

(l-r) Michael A., Lauren V.; Women in Sports poster 

Jane Fumiye Murakami-Ota display 

F I T  

Greta Earnest  

LGBTQ+ book display 
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(Continued from page 14) 

The library created a Queer book display and reading lists, and had special bookmarks and suggestions on hand for 

eager readers to check out.  

On April 29th we had a Poetry Open Mic, where students could bring 

their favorite poetry books to share and read a special poem or two 

from them.  

Our FIT Authors Talks have been a success this semester. We had 

art historian Natalie Nudell talk about the Ruth Finley Fashion 

Calendar. Cora Harrington discussed her book, In Intimate Detail: 

How to Choose, Wear, and Love Lingerie. Lastly, we had an interview 

with artist and illustrator, Yevgenia Nayberg about her illustrated 

book, A Party for Florine: Florine Stettheimer and Me. 

Business Creators Maker Event 

In March, the library collaborated with the Business Creators Club, a student club at GCC, on a DIY “maker” event where 

students, faculty and staff made friendship bracelets in GCC’s school colors. It was a fun, successful event that 

encouraged conversation and creativity! The library plans to collaborate with the club again on future maker events.  

National Library Week 

The Library had a great time celebrating National Library Week the 

week of April 6. We celebrated the library’s role in intellectual 

freedom and all the things that draw people to the library. Those 

who stopped by to visit enjoyed some time snacking on the “hungry 

caterpillar” fruit platter with colleagues.  

Study Igloo Evolves through the Seasons! 

Our igloo that we acquired for the winter season is being adapted to fit each season 

and being utilized by students as a cozy study space.  

24th Annual Student Poetry Contest 

The Alfred C. O’Connell Library held its 24th Annual Student Poetry Contest this spring. 

Following the entry deadline, this year’s panel of five judges chose the winners. Each 

winning poet will receive a certificate and a gift card and will be recognized at the 

college-wide student awards ceremony on Thursday, May 8. The winners will also join 

students from past contests on the library’s Poetry Contest webpage which stays active 

year-round.  

Image from A Party for Florine: Florine Stettheimer and Me 

G E N E S E E  

Liz Simmons 

“Hungry Caterpillar” fruit platter 

Study Igloo thru the seasons 

https://www.genesee.edu/about/news/24th-annual-2025-gcc-student-poetry-contest-winners/
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Milne Library Grand Opening 

Milne Library celebrated its Grand Opening on Friday, April 25, 2025! The college community, alongside state and local 

elected officials, economic development leaders, State University Construction Fund representatives, and other well-

wishers, gathered to formally celebrate the reopening of the library building. The event kicked off with an outdoor ribbon-

cutting, followed by remarks and a reception. Check out this virtual tour of the renovated building.  

Defend Access to Information 

On Tuesday, April 22, 2025, in conjunction with Earth Day 2025, a number of the faculty at SUNY 

Geneseo held an event to “Defend Science/Defend Higher Education.” Milne Library provided a 

table and added a theme of “Defend Access to Information.” Sherry Larson-Rhodes, the sciences/

languages/honors program librarian, staffed a table with a message that access to information is 

under threat, as demonstrated with a slideshow of over three dozen recent news headlines of data 

disappearing from federal websites, book bans in the U.S. military academies, and the defunding 

and near-elimination of the Institute of Museum and Library Services. Swag from Milne Library and 

the IDS Project was available, as well as a handout with reminders of the services that the library provides to access 

information, alternate good-quality links to data, a link to obtain a New York Public Library borrower’s card, and a link to 

report censorship. 

New Digital Collection 

The Civil War Letters of Elisha Randolph Robinson is KnightScholar’s newest digitized collection. The 168 letters of 

handwritten correspondence from soldier and sergeant E. Randolph Robinson to various members of his family—all from 

Wyoming County, N.Y.—detail his nearly three years serving with the Union army in the U.S. Civil War. Robinson was 

present at Appomattox when General Robert E. Lee surrendered and he wrote of what he witnessed among the troops 

that day in the field. The original letters were donated by Paul and Lynn Kelly 

of Portland, Oregon and are part of our Special Collections. Work study 

student, Sage Asquith, along with library staff, including Alana Nuth, Head of 

Collection Management; Tracy Paradis, Digital Collections & Archives 

Librarian; Maureen “Moe” Weinman, Reference Librarian; Alison Brown, 

Digital Publishing Services Manager; and Steve Dresbach, Head of 

Information Technology Services, contributed to this project. 

New Zines Course 

This fall, research instruction librarians Max Sparkman and Alessandra Otero Ramos will teach a one-credit course on 

zines (small-scale, self-published magazines) and information creation. The course will highlight the relationship 

between information literacy, visual literacy, and artistic expression by both examining and creating zines, as well as 

exploring the publishing industry and the cultural and informational contexts surrounding the dissemination of 

information. 

Personnel Updates  

Milne Library is conducting a search for a new Special Collections Librarian and expects to have on-campus interviews 

wrapped up by the end of May. 

 (Continued on page 17) 

G E N E S E O  

Becky Leathersich   

Mandy Xiang looks at Robinson’s Civil War letters  

Sherry Larson-Rhodes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MfekEwyZC10
https://knightscholar.geneseo.edu/cwl-elisha-randolph-robinson/
https://scene.geneseo.edu/2023/11/civil-war-history-come-to-life/
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Scholarship 

Associate Librarian Alessandra Otero Ramos presented at the ACRL Arts Publications & Research Committee Panel on 

April 15, 2025, where she spoke to a group of 45 attendees about the intersections between artistic practice and 

librarianship. Otero Ramos serves as the liaison to the Arts and Humanities. In this role, she develops instructional 

programs that integrate information and visual literacy for students in Art History, Theatre, and Film Studies, using 

hands-on learning strategies to help them interpret visual sources within their context. As a visual 

artist, she experiments with natural inks made from food waste, such as onion skins and avocado 

pits. Her dual roles as a librarian and artist inform her approach to research, which she sees as a 

critical and multifaceted process. Otero Ramos promotes inclusive practices, such as decolonizing 

theory and citational justice, aiming to connect the library with its community, while encouraging 

students to think critically, creatively, and visually. 

Associate Librarian Becky Leathersich spoke on the topic of banned books as an invited panelist for 

SUNY Geneseo’s English Teachers’ Day on March 28, 2025. English Teachers’ Day brings together 

local middle school and high school English teachers, many of whom are SUNY Geneseo alumni. 

SUNY Geneseo also hosts History Teachers’ Day and Physics Teachers’ Day. 
Becky Leathersich  

Alessandra Otero Ramos  

In April, Maritime College’s archivist, Taliesin Gamache, teamed up with Barchives, a New York City 

program run by Archivists Lindsay Anderberg and Cristina Fontanez Rodriguez that teams Archivists 

up with local bars to give talks about the history of their collections and locations. Taliesin spoke 

about the “Unexpected Treasures in Maritime’s Archives” at Bronx Brewery, a popular local brewery 

and event space. 

M A R I T I M E  

Jill Kehoe 

Taliesin Gamache 

Kristen VanValkenburg led the Utica campus library’s celebratory efforts for this year’s National Library Week. There was 

a different giveaway each day around a theme (Monday was “Start the week off with a buzz” with coffee and a creamer 

bar). There was also an interactive bulletin board asking students to let us know what draws them to the library. At the 

end of the week, a couple entries were randomly drawn and won an Amazon gift card. 

Several staff members have been recognized for their hard work. Aiko Kane was promoted to Senior Library Clerk. Claire 

Ehrlich received Continuing Appointment. Peggy Axel was promoted to Level III. Library clerk Janet Biernat received the 

MVCC Excellence in Part-Time Service Award. 

M O H A W K  V A L L E Y  

Jocelyn Ireland  

https://barchivesnyc.wordpress.com/home-page/


SUNY Press at-a-Glance 

Did you know?  SUNY Press is a non-profit academic unit of SUNY System 

Administration that financially sustains itself through sales to libraries, bookstores, and 

individuals. 

Did you know?  SUNY Press’ mission is aligned with the SUNY’s core pillar of DEI. 

We publish works that expand knowledge in established and emerging fields, provoke 

critical thinking and conversations, and illuminate human experiences in all their 

diversity and complexity.  

 

We are proud to announce that On Blackness, Liveliness, and 

What It Means to Be Human: Toward Black Specificity in Higher 

Education, by Wilson Kwamogi Okello just won the 2025 

Outstanding Book Award by the American Educational Research 

Association on April 26th!  

This recently released book, which is part of our series Critical 

Race Studies in Education, develops a theoretical and 

methodological focus on Blackness to rethink ideas about 

humanity underpinning the field of student development.  

 

SUNY Press will have a table at the SUNYLA Conference in June. If you’ll be 

there, please peruse some of our books then!  

https://sunypress.edu/
https://sunypress.edu/Books/O/On-Blackness-Liveliness-and-What-It-Means-to-Be-Human2
https://sunypress.edu/Books/O/On-Blackness-Liveliness-and-What-It-Means-to-Be-Human2
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This past winter and early spring, SUNY Morrisville librarians shared their expertise during a series of engaging 

professional development sessions, with library staff leading the charge in several standout presentations. 

Angela Rhodes led two impactful sessions. In “Using Microsoft SharePoint & OneDrive: Files, Data, 

Sharing, Oh My!,” she demonstrated how Microsoft 365’s file management tools could streamline 

collaboration and increase productivity, using her own promotion portfolio as an example. Angela 

also teamed up with Professor Diane Tice for “Gearing Up for Continuing Appointment and 

Promotion,” a comprehensive overview of the tenure-track process. Together, they helped 

attendees navigate timelines and build effective portfolios. Coming up, Angela will be presenting 

“Tips and Tricks for Using Excel to Analyze Library Data” at the annual SUNYLA conference, offering practical insights for 

turning statistics into strategy.  

Adam Mizelle’s workshop, “Challenging White Supremacy Culture at Work,” introduced participants to Tema Okun’s anti-

racist frameworks. He shared a case study in higher education and opened discussion on how SUNY Morrisville could 

continue fostering more inclusive and equitable practices. 

Adam Saunders presented “Library Next: New Resources, Services, and Spaces,” a forward-looking 

session that outlined the library’s ongoing evolution. He highlighted new additions to the circulating 

collection—ranging from tech gadgets to creative tools—and detailed new services designed to 

support students in dynamic ways. While a large-scale renovation remained over a year away, he 

shared how the library had already begun improving its spaces to make them more comfortable, 

welcoming, and student-centered. 

Spring Events Recap 

February featured the return of Blind Date with a Book, where students and staff picked up 

‘mystery’ reads wrapped in paper, discovering new favorites. 

March brought the Video Game Book Club, which focused on Gris by Nomada Studio. The first 

session, held on February 28, introduced the game and gave participants three weeks to play. The 

second session, on March 21, brought everyone back together to discuss gameplay, themes, 

music, and storytelling—all in the library conference room. Gris joined a roster of past titles like 

Undertale, Hades, and A Night in the Woods. 

The end of winter wrapped up with the Edible Book Festival on April 7. Faculty, staff, and students submitted creative 

entries inspired by literature—some edible, some not, all imaginative.  

M O R R I S V I L L E  

Adam Saunders 

Adam Saunders  

Gris cover image 

Angela Rhodes  
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The Lewis Library recently hosted the eighth annual SUNY Niagara Student Showcase, a 

student research symposium. Students present their work as either a poster project, 

table project, art exhibition, or performance. This year we had a rock band performance, 

seven art exhibits, seven table projects, and four posters. Teams of judges, comprised of 

retired faculty members, score the projects based on rubrics, and the top-scoring 

students win prize money donated by College employees. The winners of the Student 

Showcase were May Shenk, Jacob Cross, Mary Dunn, Nicole Czach, Madison Meincke, Kesha Sukhadiya, and Joe Hrab.  

President Lloyd A. Holmes visited the library during National Library Week to read to the daycare 

children. We also hosted a trivia event prepared by part-time reference librarian Moe Weinman.  

For Sexual Assault Awareness Month, the YWCA of the Niagara Frontier presented on consent 

and advocacy.  

The library was acknowledged during the Middle States’ site visit exit report for “exemplary work in assessment and 

subsequent response to student data.” 

The library co-hosted a stress-less event on May 5th in collaboration with Student Life and the Academic Center for 

Excellence. Students enjoyed chair massages, Buddha boards, fidget toys, and colored their own bookmarks.  

N I A G A R A  

Jean Linn 

(l-r) Seana Sullivan, Mary Dunn 

Storytime with Pres. Holmes 

For the Love of Books 

This past Valentine’s Day, Milne Library partnered with SUNY Oneonta’s 

Counseling Center and the Office of Student Care and Wellbeing to host 

a “For the Love of Books” event. The program featured a Tiny Book TBR 

(To Be Read) craft, along with tea, cookies, and a cozy, welcoming space 

for students to connect with one another and celebrate their love of 

reading.  

Blind Date with a Book 

In conjunction with the “For the Love of Books” event, we used Milne 

Library’s Young Adult Collection to create a “Blind Date with a Book” display, creatively assembled with the help of our 

dedicated student workers, who assisted in wrapping and decorating the books. For more details and photos, please 

visit our post about the program on The Library Unbound: Milne Library News. 

Alicia de Larrocha Exhibit 

Alayna Vander Veer, Reference and Instruction Librarian, and Heather Stalter, Head of Special Collections and Archives, 

partnered with Dr. Adam Kent of the music department to curate an exhibit honoring the life and career of renowned 

Spanish pianist Alicia de Larrocha (1923–2009). Widely celebrated as one of the greatest pianists of the 20th century, 

de Larrocha was known for her extraordinary talent and interpretive skill. 

The exhibit was presented in Milne Library’s Alden Room and featured materials from the Archivo de Alicia de Larrocha.  

 (Continued on page 21) 

O N E O N T A  

Lori Wienke  

(l-r) For the Love of Books event; Blind Date with a Book 

https://libguides.oneonta.edu/blog/Blind-Date-with-a-Book-Display
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O S W E G O  

Morgan Bond 

Events 

Local author Natalie Woodall discussed her latest book, Noteworthy Women of Oswego County, New 

York, with a crowd of interested students, faculty, staff, and community members in Penfield Library 

on March 5. The event was hosted by University Archivist Zachary Vickery in collaboration with a 

faculty member from the History Department, and featured a table-top display of relevant books 

from the library collection.  

Maker Madness 2025 was held on International Women’s Day: Saturday, March 8. Director Sarah 

Weisman and Assistant Director Emily Mitchell collaborated with the local Zonta Club on this event, which drew about 

200 people to Penfield to upcycle old clothing into new accessories, build leprechaun traps, create vision boards, and 

participate in other “making” activities. Librarians Kathryn Johns-Masten and Catherine Carrà hosted a table teaching 

attendees how to make gift boxes out of used greeting cards. The Maker Madness scavenger hunt, assembled by Carrà 

and Mitchell, was popular as ever, highlighting a diverse group of women ranging from Madam CJ Walker to Wendy 

Carlos whose photos and stories were hidden around the event.  

Publications & Presentations 

Nicole Westerdahl and Tarida Anantachai (North Carolina State University) presented “Training for Search Committees 

and Stakeholders” as part of the ACRL Toward Inclusive Academic Librarian Hiring Webcast Series in February 2025. 

Nicole Westerdahl presented “Is Anyone Even Reading This? Using Google Analytics to Improve Outreach Efforts” at a 

SUNY OLIS Spotlight on SUNY Libraries webinar in April 2025. 

Emily Mitchell presented “Owning the Library Narrative” as a poster at ENY/ACRL in May.  

Personnel News 

Allie Madar joined Penfield Library in March as a Research, Instruction, and Outreach Librarian. Allie earned her MLIS 

from Kent State University. She moved from Delaware to New York, with her pet bunny, Snuggle. 

 (Continued on page 22) 

(Continued from page 20) 

Highlights included biographical posters, sheet music, memorabilia, and photographs that chronicled her influential and 

enduring career. 

The month-long event launched with a screening of the documentary Alicia's Hands and concluded with a live 

performance by Dr. Kent, who played works by Spanish composers—including pieces famously interpreted by de 

Larrocha herself. This collaborative and engaging exhibit exemplifies the power of interdisciplinary partnerships and a 

shared passion for music. 

News 

Megan Palmer, Reference and Instruction Librarian, co-facilitated a roundtable discussion with Jillian Sandy from 

Binghamton University at ACRL 2025 titled, “Keeping the Classroom Door Open: Peer-Review and Observation of 

Teaching in Academic Libraries.”  
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(Continued from page 21) 

Two librarians served on a university-wide task force this spring to determine SUNY Oswego’s definition of “civic 

engagement,” Catherine Carrà (representing the library) and Emily Mitchell (representing the General Education 

Council). The taskforce will provide SUNY Oswego not just with a definition, but also with support documents and 

scaffolding for units around the university looking to integrate civic engagement into their curricula and co-curricular 

activities while meeting the mandatory SUNY GE learning outcomes for Civic Discourse and Information Literacy. 

Sarah O'Shea has accepted a new position as the Head of Library Learning and Reference Services at Hobart and 

William Smith Colleges. Congratulations, Sarah, and best of luck! 

P L A T T S B U R G H  

Michelle Toth 

Feinberg Library partnered with the campus Learning Center to co-host two Long Night Against Procrastination events 

held on March 12th and May 7th. Support for students is provided by librarians and tutors. Feinberg Library is getting 

ready to work with our colleagues at Clinton Community College’s (CCC) Douglas 

Library which will be moving onto the SUNY Plattsburgh campus over the summer. 

This includes the CCC’s library collection. In anticipation we have completed a ‘last 

copy’ project identifying over 20,000 books this winter and are now moving into 

weeding. This project will help accommodate the combined collections and help 

improve access and visibility of our shared resources. 

The library now has its own certified therapy dog, Toby the beagle. Toby enjoys walking around campus 

and hanging out in the library with his person, Library Director Joshua Beatty.  

Feinberg librarians began new liaison teams in which each of the three schools on campus (Arts & 

Sciences, Business & Economics, and Education, Health & Human Services) has a dedicated cohort of 

librarians. We have met with every available chair or department to learn more about the information 

literacy, research, and collection development needs of our students. EHHS liaison team Malina Thiede and Mila Su also 

created an introductory video for incoming online students. 

Students in the Deep Quiet Room 

Toby the beagle 

Ayiana Crabtree presented their poster “The Role of Academic Libraries in AI Literacy 

Education” at ACRL in early April. Ayiana also had two proposals accepted for the upcoming 

SUNYLA conference. One session, titled “Improving Library Services for Student Success and 

Engagement,” will detail how the Cayan Library engages students through a variety of events 

and other programming initiatives. The second session, titled “Introduction to AI and 

Information Literacy,” will discuss AI and Information Literacy topics as well as provide 

information on how the Cayan Library is working to help take a part in educating their 

campus on AI topics. 

Ayiana Crabtree and Allison Fiegl have been collaborating on a new monthly display initiative, to highlight diverse 

authors and topics throughout the academic year. Some featured displays include: Banned Books Week, LGBTQ+ 

History Month, Native American Heritage Month, Black History Month, Women’s History Month, and Earth Month. The 

final display of the semester will be Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month in May. The displays have had a 

positive reception from students, and we see the books being checked out throughout each month. 

P O L Y T E C H N I C  

Ayiana Crabtree 

Ayiana Crabtree at ACRL 
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Stony Brook University Libraries has received the 2025 Library Excellence in Access and Diversity Award from INSIGHT 

Into Diversity magazine. The LEAD Award recognizes academic libraries’ programs and initiatives that encourage and 

support Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility (DEIA) across campus. 

Our Libraries are not only committed on paper to DEIA by making it an integral part of its new strategic plan, but are also 

actively implementing DEIA initiatives in hiring and retention of staff, collections, teaching techniques, service models, 

and programming. Staff feel empowered to embrace diversity and inclusion in their practices and decisions. Teaching 

librarians have taken training on Universal Design for Learning that they have incorporated into their teaching practices. 

University Libraries hosted events like the Human Library, AAS Student Research Symposium, AI in DEIA: Thinking 

Beyond Bias, and the AAPI Heritage Month Student Showcase. 

Additionally, University Libraries received a Collection Equity Grant from the NNLM and were able to purchase 40+ 

ebooks on graphic medicine, which was highlighted during the LGBTQIA+ History Month series in October 2024. For the 

past few years, the library, in partnership with the Department of Africana Studies has received funding from the Office 

of Diversity, Inclusion and Intercultural Initiatives (DI3) to acquire a subscription to The HistoryMakers Digital Archive. 

The HistoryMakers was founded to address the lack of documentation and preservation of the African American 

historical record. We also diversified the Creative Writing collection at the Southampton Campus with titles from 

underrepresented authors. 

Welcoming new team members 

Annette Mims is the new Content Acquisitions Manager and will be contributing to collection development, maintaining 

vendor relationships, overseeing external accessibility and information security reviews, and managing workflows 

related to resource acquisition. Annette holds a Bachelor of Arts and a Master’s degree in History, and earned her MLIS 

from CUNY Queens College. 

Bob Gerath is our new Content Applications Analyst and will provide technical leadership to collaboratively manage the 

Libraries’ information systems, including Primo discovery, and help to optimize platform configurations and user 

experience. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Math and Computer Science from Middlebury College, and earned his MLIS 

from the University of Pittsburgh in 2024. 

Susan Connelly has joined Stony Brook University Libraries as an Instructional Support Associate in Access & User 

Services, beginning April 17, 2025. She holds a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from SUNY Oswego and 

brings a strong background in office administration management and extensive customer service experience. 

Jennifer Adams is our new Director of Innovation. She is a 30-year staff member and alumna of Stony 

Brook University. Throughout her tenure, she has served as the Division of Information Technology’s 

Macintosh Systems Engineer and, more recently, as an Educational Technologist/Senior Emerging 

Technologist. 

Sam Horstmann joined the Content Acquisitions department as an Acquisitions Specialist. Sam 

previously worked at SUNY Farmingdale. He holds a Bachelor of Arts in English Literary Studies, a 

Master’s in English, and earned his MLIS from SUNY Buffalo. 

S T O N Y  B R O O K  

Jennifer DeVito 

Jennifer Adams  

https://library.stonybrook.edu/2025/02/14/sbu-libraries-receives-lead-award/


Eric Jenes, librarian and faculty coordinator for the College Teaching Center, worked in collaboration with teaching and 

learning centers at nearby community colleges to host the annual CCCAT (Connecting, Collaborating, and Celebrating the 

Art of Teaching) on campus on April 25. CCCAT brings together educators from Monroe, 

Onondaga, Finger Lakes, Corning, Mohawk Valley, and Tompkins Cortland community colleges to 

share ideas, best practices, and common challenges. This year CCCAT welcomed keynote 

speaker Dr. Liz Norell, who is Associate Director of Instructional Support, University of Mississippi 

and the recent author of The Present Professor: Authenticity and Transformational Teaching. She 

spoke on “Authenticity, Presence, and Trust: A Toolkit for Psychological Safety and Learning.” Dr. 

Norell also offered a follow-up keynote workshop, “Becoming a (More) Present Professor,” with 

practical tools to cultivate a more authentic presence in the classroom and with colleagues. The 

conference, which was held in person with virtual attendance options, also featured numerous 

breakout sessions with presenters from the collaborating colleges throughout the day.  
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Alumni, retirees, current and past faculty, dignitaries, students, and 

members of the community celebrated the 50th Anniversary of Suffolk 

County Community College’s Michael J. Grant Campus in Brentwood. 

Bruce Seger, Professor of Library Sciences chaired and hosted the April 

3, 2025 event.  

President Edward Bonahue and Executive Dean Donna Ciampa 

delivered remarks, which included an historical video, honoring the 

many accomplishments of the campus community. Also present was 

former College President Salvatore La Lima. Suffolk County Legislator 

Rebecca Sanin and representatives from Legislator Sam Gonzalez’s 

office presented proclamations recognizing the anniversary, while Town 

of Islip Supervisor Angie Carpenter and the town board forwarded 

citations to acknowledge the occasion. Approximately 100 attendees enjoyed an evening of commemoration and 

refreshments and birthday cake to celebration the occasion. Here’s to the next 50 years of success at the Michael J. 

Grant Campus!  

An art contest was also held to celebrate the occasion and two of the winners were present to receive recognition as 

well as a gift generously donated by an anonymous college donor. In addition, a time capsule that had previously been 

dedicated was displayed.  

S U F F O L K  

Joan Cook 

T O M P K I N S  C O R T L A N D  

Karla Block 

(l-r) Bruce Seger, Donna Ciampa, Luis Monte-Brito, 

Rebecca Sanin, Edward Bonahue   
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We're excited to have two new colleagues on board: Chuck Beedy, our new Library Technical Support Specialist, and 

Stephen Weiter, our new Research & Instruction Librarian. Both started last month, and have hit the ground running in 

their new roles. 

Heidi Webb, our Head of Discovery and Technology Services, has been granted tenure and promotion 

to Associate Librarian. Congratulations, Heidi! 

Our Access Services team continues to roll out some fantastic spring programming. Last month's 

events included Tea for Two Tuesday, Adopt a Plant Day, a Narcan training from the Onondaga County 

Health Department, and two spring-themed craft sessions (decoupaging a flowerpot, and making 

paper flower notes of encouragement). 

This month includes some fun events for students to take a break: writing a haiku (in honor of National Haiku Poetry Day 

on 4/17), mini canvas painting, making a personalized magnet, and learning how to start plants from seeds. And to 

celebrate National Humor Month, Access Services is entertaining our students (and staff!) with a new joke at the service 

desk every day this month.  

W E S T C H E S T E R  

Rebecca Steere 

The library welcomes Domenick Gasparro, our new Acquisition/E-Resources Librarian. For the past five 

and a half years, Mr. Gasparro has been a Library Technician at Westchester Community College and 

an Adjunct Librarian since June 2022. His decade of experience in higher education also includes four 

years in Career Services at Pace University. Prior to his work in higher education, Mr. Gasparro spent 

ten years engaging and educating visitors at museums in New York City. He holds a BA in History from 

SUNY Purchase and an MLIS from Kent State University. 

Mr. Josh Weber was honored with a Stole of Gratitude by the Phi Theta Kappa chapter of SUNY WCC for his assistance 

with their research project entitled, “How can the stories of persistence and resilience of girls on the autism spectrum, 

who have been underdiagnosed or misdiagnosed, serve as inspiration for healing?” The project won several regional 

and national awards and ranked among Phi Theta Kappa’s top fifty research projects.  

The library is hosting the first exhibit celebrating the rich and often untold stories of 

Greenburgh's Black residents and communities. Curated by The Greenburgh Black History 

Museum Initiative, the exhibit highlights significant contributions and achievements of 

Black Greenburgh residents and their impact on the cultural and social development of the 

area. Exhibit features include historical black neighborhoods, artists such as Cab Calloway, 

activists, cultural icons and more.  

U P S T A T E  

Michelle Bowers 

Heidi Webb 

Domenick Gasparro 
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To say I am grateful to SUNYLA for providing me with a professional development grant toward 

attending the ACRL conference for the first time is an understatement. Until I became Head of 

Research & Instruction Services at SUNY Brockport in January of 2024, research assistance and 

information literacy instruction were part of every role I’ve held in academic libraries, but had never 

been a large enough portion of my duties to persuade me to attend. Finances were always very tight, 

too. Now I can say with confidence that I wish my first ACRL conference had been much sooner in 

my career because I had a most excellent experience. I could not have done it without the support of 

SUNYLA! 

To prepare to write this short reflection, I went back through the schedule of events from ACRL 2025 

to write down the titles of each panel/paper/lightning talk/roundtable I attended, and I was 

astonished by how much I took in over just 3 days. The roundup consists of 2 keynote speakers, 7 

panel sessions, 2 poster sessions, 1 round table discussion, 1 lightning talk session, 1 contributed 

paper, and 1 first-time conference attendee meeting and ACRL engagement fair. I also had “lunch 

dates” with two former mentors and drinks with a colleague from a former institution. Additionally, I 

met a number of colleagues in person for the first time with whom I had only previously worked via 

video on committees in various library organizations. Being an extrovert, getting face-to-face time 

with people is a highlight of any conference I attend, but seeing some people in person for the first 

time after knowing them for a few years was extra special. 

The biggest highlight of attending the 2025 ACRL conference was participating in Poster Session I 

on Thursday morning. Over the entire conference there were 

4 poster sessions, each showcasing 50 posters, for a total 

of 200, yet the acceptance rate for poster sessions was less 

than 50%. With my colleagues from Brockport, Nicole Baker 

and Jennifer Kegler, I was able to share a poster detailing a 

new method of evaluating information created by the three 

of us and Logan Rath, “Is It CLEAR?” We used AI to help us 

come up with a new acronym and it was fascinating to 

engage with colleagues from all over the world about our 

work.  

G R A N T  R E P O R T :  A C R L  2 0 2 5   

Kellie Barbato (Brockport) 

(l-r) Jennifer Kegler, Nicole Baker, Kellie Barbato  
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