
 

   

SUNYLA 2009 Conference 

“Keeping the Fire, Lighting the Way” 

Most of the SUNYLA Conference details, including the registration form, are now available 
on the conference web site: http://www.sunyla.org/sunyla09/. 

The keynote address will be given by R. David Lankes (http://quartz.syr.edu/
rdlankes/), Director of the Information Institute of Syracuse and an associate professor in 
Syracuse University's School of Information Studies.  Thursday and Friday will be busy 
days, with over 30 presentations and workshops in several tracks for you to choose from 
(from both in and outside the SUNY system), and 9 poster sessions.  Tracks include: 
Information Literacy, Reference, Marketing, Instruction, Assessment, Resource Sharing, 
Doing More with Less ($), Open Source Software, Personnel Management, Electronic 
Resource Management, Pushing for Better Technologies, and Copyright. 

Registration on Wednesday, June 17, is from 9 am to 6 pm. We 
currently have 5 preconference sessions and three diversions 
scheduled for Wednesday afternoon.  The usual Wednesday evening 
membership social will be held in Whitney Atrium.  Two wineries will 
be offering tastings; food and other beverages will be provided. 

Darren Bonaparte (http://www.WampumChronicles.com) will be 
joining us with his “Living History” display.  Darren is an author and 
member of the Mohawk nation of the Iroquois Confederacy.  Alfie 

Jacques, a member of the Onondaga nation, will also join us 
Wednesday evening to demonstrate his skill at crafting lacrosse 
sticks.  Wednesday excursions include: Sainte Marie among the 
Iroquois Living History Center on Onondaga Lake; Excursion to 
Skaneateles, NY: Lunch, shopping, sightseeing, museums, and 
more!; Onondaga County Poorhouse Tour & Presentation; and OCC 
Campus and Library Tour. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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On Thursday, June 18, registration will be available from 8 am to 12 noon in Whitney 
Atrium.  The welcome will be given after breakfast on Thursday morning in Storer 
Auditorium, with remarks by OCC’s Academic Provost, Cathleen McColgin.  

Thursday evening’s entertainment will include a Dinosaur Barbecue-catered meal at the 
Museum of Science and Technology (http://www.most.org/) in downtown Syracuse 
(transportation provided from campus and back).  An IMAX film will be screened after 
dinner.  Afterward, conference attendees can choose to either return to campus, or stay 
downtown to take in some of the nightlife in the historic Armory District. 

Lodging will be available on Tuesday night as well; just add it into the registration form if 
you need it.  Registration forms can be submitted online, but payment must be made by 
check and should be mailed, with your registration confirmation printout, to Dan Harms at 
SUNY Cortland. 

We are working on the finishing touches, and hoping to see you in June! 

Submitted by Angela Weiler, with additional information from Conference Website. 

 

WGIL (Working Group for Information Literacy) Update 

Submitted by Irina Holden and Kim Davies Hoffman 

Our committee members have been working hard on their professional development, which 
has resulted in upcoming presentations at various conferences and workshops.  In this 
short article, I would like to address upcoming plans that some of WGIL’s members kindly 
shared with me.  

Dana Longley (Empire State College) will present at SUNYLA’s 2009 Conference at 
Onondaga Community College.  The title of her presentation is “Keeping the Home Fires 
Burning: Live Information Literacy Instruction for Distance Learners @Home.”  She will 
also participate as a panel member at two conference discussions: “LibGuides in SUNY: 
Current Practice,” SUNYLA 2009, and “Bridge to Somewhere: Connecting the Digital 
Spaces between Distance Learners and Library Services,” ENY/ACRL 2009 Conference. 

Mark McBride, together with his colleague Ken Fujiuchi (Buffalo State College), will 
present at WILU 2009 at Concordia University in Montréal at the end of May.  WILU, a 
Workshop for Instruction in Library Use, is the oldest Canadian Conference for instruction 
librarians.  It attracts a lot of attention from librarians in the United States. The title of 
Mark’s and Ken’s presentation is “Plug-in and Play Curriculum.” 

WGIL member Michelle Costello (Geneseo) will join other attendees from January’s WGIL 
workshop, namely Mike Daly (Fulton Montgomery CC), Ellen Bahr and Brian Sullivan 

(Alfred University), in “teaching it forward” at this summer’s SUNYLA conference with a  
pre-conference workshop entitled, “Passing the Torch: Instruction Librarians Keeping the 
Flames of Active Learning Alive.”  Modeling active learning strategies currently in practice, 
this workshop will allow new(er) instruction librarians a chance to see how other new(er) 
librarians have incorporated various aspects of active learning pedagogies into their 
information literacy curricula.  

Kim Davies-Hoffman, our WGIL Chair, and Dr. Cristina Rowley (SUNY Geneseo) will 
present at the 2009 RIT (Rochester Institute of Technology) Faculty Institute on Teaching 
and Learning (FITL) in late May.  Their presentation, entitled “?Viva la Investigacion! A 
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Student's Joy of Discovery, An Instructor's Joy of Teaching,” will provide a multi-semester 
journey of the development of a Latin American Civilization course that infuses scholarly 
research skills (in English and Spanish) with historical, cultural and social content and 
models successful collaborative instruction between a professor and a librarian. 

And finally, WGIL is planning another all-day workshop for instruction librarians, this time 
with the University at Albany Libraries!  The workshop, Teaching 101 and Beyond: Library 
Instruction and Student Learning, will take place in Albany, NY, on June 1, 2009, from 9 
am to 4 pm.  The program will address the following topics: active learning and student 
motivation, using technology for library instruction, assessment, shaping your classroom 
instruction according to ACRL Information Literacy Standards and Guidelines, collaborating 
with the teaching faculty, and more.  Confirmed presenters for the workshop are University 
at Albany’s own Robert Bangert-Drowns (Acting Dean, School of Education), Trudi 

Jacobson (ACRL 2009 Miriam Dudley Instruction Librarian Award recipient), Deborah 

Bernnard, Greg Bobish, Daryl Bullis, Mary Van Ullen and Jesus Alonso Regalado, 
and SUNY New Paltz’ Stephan Macaluso. 

The planning committee is working on putting together the final program and information 
package, the announcement about registration will be following soon!  We hope to see you 
in Albany! 

 

Professional Development Corner 

Submitted by Darryl Coleman 

Welcome to the new PDC section of the newsletter, which I know will further energize 
discourse and involvement in professional development throughout SUNYLA. 

Face it, the economy is struggling and budgets are suffering even more than before!  
Nowhere else is this felt more than in our attempt to seek professional development 
opportunities. Nothing is more frustrating in our continuing education pursuits than a 
workshop, a once-in-a-life-time presentation or a professional responsibility missed due to 
monetary constraints. 

As the chair of the SUNYLA Professional Development Committee, I believe we need to 
revisit an old adage, often forgotten even before there was Facebook, YouTube and 
Twitter: These innovations, which connect many through social networks, evolved as a 
result of word-of-mouth. Many of us (me included) discover and attend many opportunities 
for professional development but fail to share these events throughout the wider 
community. Within our own cliques the news gets passed on, but that’s where it ends! If 
we librarians hope to make it through these troubling times we need to become more 
practical, we need to do a better job of informing everyone.  The time has arrived for us to 
improve on SUNYLA’s social network! 

We are fortunate to belong to an organization (SUNYLA) that supports its members 

wholeheartedly with funds, but even this source has limits.  I’m proposing to send to the 

membership a well-thought-out survey (before the conference) so that together we can 

devise an innovative method of connecting and informing everyone on all aspects of 

professional development.  Contact me at Darryl.Coleman@fredonia.edu if you have an 

idea or topic which should be expressed in the upcoming survey.  I know Bill Drew will!  
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SUNYLA Professional Development Grants  
Available for Members 
Submitted by Joanne Spadaro,  

Chair, SUNYLA Professional Development Grants Subcommittee 

Are you having difficulty climbing the stairway of professional 
development?       

Apply for a SUNYLA Professional Development Grant and move up the 
stairs to a successful career! 

SUNYLA has a grants program that awards funds to members for 
expenses associated with professional growth activities when other 
funding sources are only partially or not available.  Administered by the 
SUNYLA Professional Development Committee, the award is granted to 

those applicants who demonstrate how their own exposure to an activity will have broad 
impact on enhancing the development of other colleagues as well.   

Funding up to $500 may be awarded per application. 

 2008-2009 Grant Recipients: 

•Brenda Battleson (Buffalo) attended “Implementing an Institutional Repository: 
Benefits and Challenges” an ALCTS Symposium at ALA Midwinter with her grant. 

•Richard Delbango (Nassau) was awarded funds to attend the ALA 2009 
Conference in Chicago. 

•Holly Heller-Ross (Plattsburgh) obtained funding to attend the Library 
Orientation Exchange (LOEX) 2009 Conference in New Mexico.  

•Susan Kraat (New Paltz) was awarded a grant to present “Fired Up? New 
Challenges for Teaching Librarians” RoundTable Discussion at the ACRL National 
Conference in Seattle. 

•Jennifer Little (Brockport) received funding to attend the ACRL National 
Conference where she presented the poster session “Blended Planning: Teamwork 
for the Library-2-LMS Conference Spawns New Partnerships.” 

•Pat Maxwell (Brockport) obtained a grant to attend the Ex Libris Technical 
Seminar and the ELUNA (Ex Libris Users of North America) Conference in Richmond, 
VA.  

•Shannon Pritting (Oswego) was awarded funds to attend online workshops in 
Copyright and Intellectual Property from the University of Maryland UC.   

•Mark Smith (Alfred) was given a grant to attend the ACRL National Conference in 
Seattle.  

•Natalie Sturr (Oswego) acquired a grant to go to the ELUNA (Ex Libris Users of 
North America) Conference and Technical Seminar in Richmond, VA. 

•Angela Weiler (Onondaga) received funding to attend online workshops in 
copyright law, sponsored by the Center for Intellectual Property at the University of 
Maryland UC.          

•Lori Widzinski (Buffalo) acquired a grant to participate in “Taxonomies & 
Controlled Vocabularies,” an online workshop from the Simmons College, Graduate 
School of Library and Information Science.   

For More Information: Visit the SUNYLA website at http://sunyla.org or contact Joanne 
Spadaro by email at spadaroj@oldwestbury.edu or by phone at (516)876-2896. 
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Attending ACRL with a SUNYLA  
Professional Development Grant 

Submitted by Jennifer Little, SUNY College at Brockport 

I recently traveled to Seattle, WA for ACRL's 14th national conference: "Pushing the Edge: 
Explore, Engage, Extend."  I presented the poster, "Blended Planning: Teamwork for the 

Library-2-LMS Conference Spawns New 
Partnerships."  Many SUNY librarians 
participated in the Library-2-LMS 
conference last year, and this poster 
detailed parts of the conference as well 
as the collaboration between the library 
and IT.  I also gave a cyber zed shed 
demonstration about the ways in which 
Brockport is using libguides for library 
and campus information.  The cyber zed 
shed presentations were very popular this 
year and focused on innovative uses of 
technologies like Sony e-readers, Jing, 
mobile devices, subject widgets, and 
online information literacy tool. 

ACRL is one of my favorite national library conferences due to its diverse program related 
specifically to college and research libraries and its networking opportunities.  I was able to 
attend programs on topics ranging from libguides assessment to providing customized 
research services for faculty and students to new media literacies beyond information 
literacy. 

The poster session venue was much more conducive to large crowds this year and 
provided information on a wide variety of library topics.  ACRL's Information Literacy 
Immersion Program was recognized for 
its 10th anniversary with the Special 
Presidential Recognition award going to 
the founders of the program, including 
the founding chair, Cerise Oberman, 
SUNY Plattsburgh.  I had the opportunity 
to attend a reunion dinner for all 
Immersion alumni where I reconnected 
with colleagues and met new like-minded 
librarians. 

The overall atmosphere of Seattle with its 
historic Pikes Place Market, restaurants, 
and nightlife made for a wonderful 
learning and travel experience.  I would 
like to thank the Professional 
Development committee for their award 
of a travel grant to help fund this 
opportunity!  More information about my 
presentations and ACRL experience can be found at:  
http://librariandesign.wikispaces.com/ACRL2009 
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Using a SUNYLA Professional Development Grant 

Submitted by Lori Widzinski, Health Sciences Library, SUNY Buffalo 

Last October I was awarded a SUNYLA Professional Development Grant to take an online 
workshop through the Simmons College Graduate School of Library and Information 
Science in Boston, Massachusetts. With more and more library collections going digital, 
and with the social networking phenomenon of tagging and folksonomies, the workshop 
called “Taxonomies and Controlled Vocabularies” was an appealing way to refresh my 
knowledge and be brought up to speed. The online workshop format seemed like a perfect 
way to fit in some instruction without costly traveling and lodging or conference fees.  

The workshop lasted the entire month of February, with lessons and assignments posted 
weekly. The instructor, Heather Hedden, principal of Hedden Information Management, is 
an information design and management professional, with a specialization in taxonomies, 
indexing, and search. The workshop began with overviews and definitions, applications of 
taxonomies, and an in-depth look at thesauri. Various software available for thesaurus 
creation was also covered.  The course encompassed a variety of hierarchy designs; 
wording of terms and term creation issues; implementation of taxonomies, including their 
maintenance and governance; and took a brief look at folksonomies and tagging.  Our 
assignments reflected all of these areas and we e-mailed our assignments to the 
instructor. We created hierarchies, term relationships and taxonomies. The Professional 
Development Grant made it possible to try a new (for me) educational format. It 
revitalized my professional skills in an area that has always been somewhat mysterious to 
me, but is now generating new ideas.  
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ADIRONDACK 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 
Joyce Miller 

millerja@sunyacc.edu 

A new building opened on the ACC campus 
with a ceremonial ribbon-cutting on 
January 22: the J. Buckley Bryan, Jr. ACC 
'87, '94 Regional Higher Education Center.  
The new center is named in honor of a 
local entrepreneur and philanthropist who 
earned several degrees on the ACC 
campus.  It offers office and classrooms 
space for the ACC Branch Campus of SUNY 
Plattsburgh and for Empire State College.  
Students can earn associates degrees 
through ACC then stay on campus to 
pursue Baccalaureate and Master's level 
programs.  The ACC Library staff provides 
library services to these students. 

The "History of Warren and Washington 
County" course was taught in the library 
classroom during the spring semester by 
two local historians.  During the class 
students used the resources of the Hill 
Collection, the ACC Library's local history 
collection. 

Several students and faculty from Glens 
Falls' Sister City, Saga City, Japan, visited 
the ACC campus for two weeks in April.  
Their gifts to the school - a ceremonial tea 
set, embroidered tapestry, porcelain, a 
painted fan, and sculptures - are on display 
in the ACC Library. 

Reference librarian Frances Sigurdsson 

attended the NYLA conference this fall as 

well as the 2008 NYS Resource Sharing 
Summit, and CDLC Emerging Technologies 
program. 

Instruction Librarian Joyce Miller has 
been using the survey function in the Angel 
learning management system to compile 
evaluations of research sessions.  Each 
week, she sends an "Information Literacy 
Session Evaluation" link to faculty whose 
classes visited the library.  The survey has 
seven multiple choice or short-answer 
responses, which are compiled by Angel.  
So far, more than 50 faculty have 
completed the survey this academic year. 

ALBANY 
Gregory Bobish 

GBobish@uamail.albany.edu 

Trudi E. Jacobson, head of user 
education programs at the University at 
Albany is this year’s winner of the 
prestigious Association of College and 
Research Libraries (ACRL) Instruction 
Section’s (IS) Miriam Dudley Instruction 
Librarian Award. More information on the 
award and on Trudi’s many 
accomplishments is available at  
http://www.acrl.ala.org/acrlpress/?p=53. 

Yu-Hui Chen and Carol Anne Germain 

co-authored an article entitled “An 
Exploration into the Practices of Library 
Web Usability in ARL Academic Libraries” 
with Huahai Yang, a former faculty at the 
Information Studies Department at the 
University at Albany.  Their article is 
published in the 2009, Volume 60, Issue 5 
of the Journal of American Society for 

Information Science and Technology 
(JASIST).   

 

CAMPUS NEWS, 

NOTES, & INFORMATION 
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Yu-Hui and Carol Anne also conducted a 
roundtable session entitled “Promoting 
Good Web Usability through Clear Policies/
Standards/Guidelines” at the Association of 
College and Research Libraries 14th 
National Conference in March 2009.  Yu-

Hui Chen and Mary Van Ullen presented 
a poster entitled “Academic Integrity: 
Coaching International Students to Avoid 
Plagiarism” at the same conference.   

Ann Kearney authored an article in the 
ENY/ACRL Spring 2009 Newsletter titled 
“Regional Preservation Planning.” 

The M.E. Grenander Department of Special 
Collections and Archives is pleased to 
announce the online availability of the 
University at Albany’s student newspaper 
from 1916-1985. You can browse each 
issue from the State College News, 1916-
1963, State University News 1963-1964, 
and the Albany Student Press (ASP), 1964-
1985. Issues are available at:  
http://library.albany.edu/speccoll/findaids/
studentnewspapers.htm.The ASP from 
1986 - 2009 and The Echo, from 1892 – 
1916 are available in hard copy at the 
Special Collections' Marcia Brown Reading 
Room. Support for this digital project came 
from the Friends of the Libraries, and 
would not have been possible without their 
assistance. The M.E. Grenander 
Department of Special Collections and 
Library Systems are working to develop a 
full-text database of the newspapers that 
will allow searching across multiple issues, 
years, or decades. In addition, the 
Department of Special Collections will 
develop a plan to digitize The Echo, 1892 – 
1916 and the ASP from 1986 – 2009.  

ALFRED STATE 
COLLEGE 
Joseph Petrick 

petricja@alfredstate.edu 

Joseph Petrick delivered the 
presentation, "From Schools of Agriculture 
to Colleges of Technology: A Century of 
Administrative Evolution" at the Scholarly 
Conference on SUNY's 60th Anniversary, 
"SUNY and the Promise of Public Higher 
Education in America" held April 3-5, 2009 
at The University at Albany. His 
presentation described the development of 
the six Schools of Agriculture in the early 
decades of the 20th century and their 
development into Colleges of Technology. 

 

 

BINGHAMTON 
Jill D. Yaples 

Jyaples@binghamton.edu 

Binghamton University Libraries was the 
first Innovative Interfaces, Inc. customer 
to go live with Encore version 3.0. Encore 
is an enhanced search interface that allows 
integrated searches of the Libraries’ 
catalog, digital collections, and federated 
search engines. Currently, in addition to 
the catalog, it also searches a digitized 
collection of Binghamton postcards, and 
includes the Libraries’ Grokker visual 
search tool. New functionality in Encore 3.0 
allows users to see availability information 
and tag library materials. To see the 
Libraries’ implementation of Encore 3.0, 
you can access Encore from the Libraries’ 
website at http://library.binghamton.edu/. 

Updates and information on the Libraries 
can now be found on Twitter (http://
twitter.com/bulibraries). The Libraries also 
have a student blogger who adds updates 
about the Libraries on the Binghamton 
University Admissions Student Blog. 
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The Libraries are now using OCLC’s 
WorldCat Selection as an online 
bibliographic selection tool. 

Susan Currie, Associate Director of 
University Libraries, will be presenting 
“Taking Charge of Change: Fostering 
Organizational Vitality” with Lisabeth 

Chabot, College Librarian, Ithaca College, 
at the Nylink Annual Meeting, Hyde Park, 
N.Y., on May 8, 2009. 

Edward Corrado, Head of Library 
Technology, published “Del.icio.us Subject 
Guides: Maintaining Subject Guides Using a 
Social Bookmarking Site” in Partnership: 
the Canadian Journal of Library and 

Information Practice and Research, Volume 
3, No. 2 (2008) (http://
journal.lib.uoguelph.ca/index.php/perj/
article/view/328), and presented “The 
Open Platform Strategy: What it Means for 
Library Developers” at the 2009 Code4Lib 
Conference in Providence, R.I., February 
2009. 

Edward Corrado will be presenting 
“Evaluating Open Source Software” at the 
European Library Automation Group’s 2009 
Conference at Bratislava, Slovakia, in April 
2009. He will also present “Preserving 
Access: Now and in the Future” with Ex 
Libris North America President Carl Grant, 
Ex Libris DPS product manager Yaniv Livi, 
and Joseph Shubitowski, Head, 
Information Systems, Getty Research 
Institute, at the 2009 ELUNA Conference at 
Richmond, Va. in May 2009. 

Elizabeth Brown, Scholarly 
Communications and Library Grants 
Officer, presented “Chemistry Librarians: 
What’s on the Horizon? How Do We Get 
There?” at the American Chemical Society 
Meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah, March 
2009. The talk was part of the symposium 
session entitled “Are Chemical Information 
Professionals Ready for the Future,” 
organized by the Chemical Information 
Division. 

Jean Green, Head of Special Collections, 
Preservation & Archives, will be presenting 

“Walkin’ in a Wiki Wonderland: Binghamton 
University Libraries’ Internal Wiki” at the 
Spring 2009 Meeting of the Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Archives Conference in 
Charleston, West Virginia. 

Nicki Chanecka’s title and responsibilities 
have changed from the Libraries’ Facilities 
Coordinator to the Coordinator for 
Newcomb Reading Room and Collection 
Maintenance for Bartle and Fine Arts 
Stacks. Acquisition Assistant, Nancy 

Abashian, is now responsible for 
coordinating activities between the 
Libraries and the University’s Physical 
Facilities. 

 

 

 

 

BROCKPORT 
Susan Perry 

sperry@brockport.edu 

Jennifer Little, Coordinator of Library 
Instruction, travelled to ACRL’s National 
Conference, “Pushing the Edge: Explore, 
Engage, Extend,” in Seattle, March 12-15. 
She presented the poster session, "Blended 
Planning: Teamwork for the Library-2-LMS 
Conference Spawns New Partnerships." In 
it she described specific steps taken to 
organize the one-day event, concrete 
examples of ways participants can 
implement library services into their own 
LMS, and encouragement for continued 
work with IT departments. 

The new online Library Ordering Module 
(via Banner) was rolled out to faculty/staff 
during the month of March. Jennifer 

Smathers, Head of Technical Services, 
offered three training sessions at the 
library, and several one-on-one sessions 
via telephone and in person. 

The Center for Excellence in Learning and 
Teaching (CELT) schedule this semester 
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featured several Drake librarians, including 
Charlie Cowling, Jennifer Little, Pat 

Maxwell, Pam O’Sullivan, Susan Perry, 
Logan Rath, Jennifer Smathers and 
Greg Toth. We all appreciate the 
opportunity for networking and outreach. 

Scholars Day was held on campus April 15, 
and several Drake librarians and student 
staff presented papers or projects. Kudos 
to librarians Charlie Cowling, Lori 

Lampert, Jennifer Little, Logan Rath 
and Jennifer Smathers, and to students 
Nadia Boeva, Jordynn Bree, Nick 

Damayanov, Martin Georgiev, Christina 
LoVullo, Irena Pavlova, Brianna 

Reagan, Monique Rew, Caitlin Simonse 
and Jaclyn Spina. 

An Ice Cream Social was held April 16, in 
honor of Library Assistants’ Day. 

Enjoying the Ice Cream Social (left to right) 
Standing: Shirley West, Terry Berl,  
Becky Livingston, Sue Donk, Diane Hoy,  
Lin Becker, Robin Glazier.  Seated:  
Susan Saladyga, Anna Rupert, Robin Caitlin. 

Jennifer Smathers hosted the 
Coordinated Collection Development Group 
on April 17.  

Drake Library now subscribes to Serials 
Solutions’ 360 Search, and has branded it 
SearchME. 

Logan Rath, Digital Services Librarian, will 
present a poster session at CIT2009 in 
May. “Text Message Reference: First 
Findings" will showcase the results of his 
text messaging pilot program. 

BROOME 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 
Karen Pitcher 

PITCHER_k@sunybroome.edu 

We have enjoyed working with Barbara 
McFarland, a student intern from Syracuse 
University, this spring. Barbara’s internship 
included rotations in the cataloging / 
Interlibrary loan, circulation, and reference 
departments. She also completed a special 
project, exploring ways to increase 
circulation of our iPods, as well as 
investigating devices currently available for 
ebooks and audiobooks. Barbara expects to 
complete her MLIS degree this May. 

Sara Edwards, also a student at Syracuse 
University, has been working on a Facebook 
page for the library. 

Mike Curtis attended the ILLiad International 
Conference in Virginia Beach, March 19-20. 
Mike is a mentor for the IDS Project. 
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BUFFALO 

Kathleen Quinlivan 

Kquin@buffalo.edu 

Cindy Hepfer, Continuing Resources 
Cataloging Team Leader, is the recipient of 
the 2009 Ross Atkinson Lifetime 
Achievement Award. This award honors the 
memory of Ross Atkinson, a distinguished 
library leader whose outstanding service to 
the Association for Library Collections & 
Technical Services (ALCTS) and the library 
community-at-large serves as a model for 
those in the field. Cindy was recognized for 
her professional excellence, which serves 
as an inspiration to students, library 
support staff, administrators, and 
librarians. Her numerous contributions 
include extensive professional service to 
ALCTS in the areas of program planning, 
publications, and standards. 

Gary Byrd, Director, Health Sciences 
Library, has been selected as a Fellow of 
the Medical Library Association (MLA) by 
the MLA Board of Directors in recognition of 
his outstanding contributions to health 
sciences librarianship and to the 
advancement of the MLA. Gary has served 
as editor of the Annual Statistics of Medical 

School Libraries in the United States and 

Canada and has played a key role in 
advancing biomedical informatics at the 
University at Buffalo. He will be honored at 
the May 2009 MLA annual meeting in 
Hawaii. 

The UB Libraries Poetry Collection was 
awarded a $202,241 grant from the 
Preservation and Access program of the 
National Endowment for the Humanities to 
reformat, catalog, and make accessible 
1,340 cassette and reel-to-reel audio 
recordings of poetry materials. These 
recordings include tapes from poetry 
readings, lectures, interviews, and other 
literary events that took place in the Poetry 
Collection and elsewhere on the UB campus 
between 1962 and 2000. Featured are such 
prominent literary figures as Robert Bly, 
Robert Creeley, Denise Levertov, and 
Allen Ginsberg. The digitization and 
cataloging of these audio materials will 
further the Poetry Collection’s mission to 
promote the study of 20th and 21st century 
poetry written in English. 

Librarians Ben Wagner (Chemistry/
Physics) and Michael Lavin (Electronic 
Collections Manager) co-authored “Mining 
Technical Resources for Business 
Information” published in the Journal of 
Business & Finance Librarianship Volume 
14 Issue 2, 128-158, 2009. Their article, 
which discusses the power that science 
publications and databases can bring to a 
business search, was selected as a 
Featured Article in the April 2009 issue of 
Informed Librarian Online. 

Karen Smith, whose career with the UB 
Libraries spanned more than 38 years, 
retired in January 2009. Karen served as 
Government Documents Specialist, 
Reference Services Coordinator, and 
Business/Government Documents 
Coordinator in Lockwood Memorial Library. 
She played a key role in many UB Libraries’ 
initiatives, including the development of a 
computer-based expert system for 
documents information. 
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BUFFALO STATE 

Ken Fujiuchi 

fujiuck@buffalostate.edu 

With the onset of spring comes change—
and not only in the weather!  E. H. Butler 
Library is going green.  A Green Initiative 
Program has been created to encourage 
the campus community to treat the earth a 
little more gently.  A Green Talk Workshop 
series has been organized featuring topics 
such as cloud computing, earth-friendly 
cleaning, recycling tips, green demolition, 
and environmental stewardship.  Butler 
Library is also promoting green habits 
through a variety of practical initiatives.  A 
Magazine Exchange Program has been 
organized with stations in the library for 
patrons to drop off “gently used” 
magazines they wish to share.  Overdue 
book notices to students are now 
distributed via e-mail, cutting down on 
print and paper costs.  All library printers 
are programmed for double-sided printing.  
For students looking for information on 
environmental topics, librarians have 
created an environmental subject guide 
that contains links to relevant library 
databases, books, and Web sites.  For 
more information on Butler's green 
initiatives, check out the "Green Library" 
Blog at http://askehbl.wordpress.com/
category/green-library-news. 

In celebration of National Women’s History 
Month 2009, the Buffalo State College 
Women’s Studies Interdisciplinary Unit 
sponsored an environmentally-themed 
exhibit in E. H. Butler Library featuring 
nature-centered works created by women 
faculty, staff, students, and alumnae.  One 
of the highlights of the exhibit was a 
garbage art project created by the library’s 
Information Commons staff, entitled 
"Trashelle Refuse."  Representing the 
importance of recycling, Trashelle Refuse 
was created from discarded materials, such 
as floppy discs, shredded paper, and pop 
bottles, collected from E. H. Butler Library.   

 

Colorful new posters are now hanging in 
the 2nd and 3rd floor stacks.  Designed to 
help patrons visually locate books by 
subject, the posters pair Library of 
Congress subject headings with matching 
illustrations.  Demonstrating what a little 
collaboration can accomplish, the project 
was a partnership between the Library and 
Instructional Resources.  After seeing over-
priced subject posters advertised in a 
supply magazine, Librarian Lisa Forrest 

approached Computer Graphics Specialist 
Kaylene Waite with the idea to create 
their own posters.  Kaylene was eager to 
help and, along with student assistants 
Matt Evrard and Eddy Silverio, produced 
a collection of 115 unique posters.  The 
project, which was a substantial 
undertaking (over 300 laminated posters 
including duplicates), took over a year to 
complete.  Library staff members extend 
their heartfelt thanks to Kaylene, Matt, and 
Eddy for their dedication and hard work on 
the project. 

Under the guidance of Assessment 
Librarian Amy Rockwell, the library is 
conducting its annual LibQUAL+ survey 
from March 30 – April 17. 

On April 17, Ken Fujiuchi and Lisa 

Forrest will present a workshop on cloud 
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computing at the Western New York Library 
Resources Council (WNYLRC).  Lisa Forrest 
is also scheduled to present "Libraries and 
Literary Clubs: The Perfect Match" on May 
22 at WNYLRC.  On May 25 - 27, Mark 

McBride and Ken Fujiuchi are presenting 
at the Workshop in Instruction for Library 
Use (WILU) in Montreal on using flash 
drives in lieu of course textbooks. 

Lisa Forrest will attend the Western New 
York Library Resources Council/Rochester 
Regional Library Council 2009 Leadership 
Institute, a nine-month program which 
explores how to improve leadership 
effectiveness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Trashelle Refuse” 

COBLESKILL 

April Davies 

daviesac@cobleskill.edu  

The Library has been hosting a fabulous 
display throughout the spring semester: 
Faeries Across the Curriculum!  We 
featured student projects from an Organic 
Chemistry class, the Plant Science and 
Pastry Arts clubs, and others, and they all 
did an amazing job.  We also had an 
ongoing creative element where people 

could build a fairy.  These delightful 
contributions have been found dangling in 
the ficus, lounging on the new books shelf, 
and perched on pretty much any available 
surface since we started.  A creative way to 
avoid working on your paper if ever I saw 
one!  

Fran Apollo attended the SUNY 60th 
Anniversary Conference April 3-5 in 
Albany.  She came back all charged up and 
said it was a great conference.  Fran is 
currently doing preliminary research for an 
upcoming college history volume (the 
100th anniversary of SUNY Cobleskill’s 
charter is coming up in 2011). 

Katherine Brent attended a CDLC  
workshop in March on Copyright for Digital 
Projects. 

April Davies is serving as Presentations 
Co-Chair (along with Kim Davies 

Hoffman from Geneseo) for the upcoming 
SUNYLA Conference in addition to her 
duties as SUNYLA Secretary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cobleskill—faeries across the curriculum 
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CORNING 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

Cindy Maier 

maiercc@corning-cc.edu  

In honor of National Library Week, the 
Arthur A. Houghton, Jr. Library at Corning 
Community College partnered with the 
Rakow Library of the Corning Museum of 
Glass and the Southeast Steuben County 
Library to celebrate the connections 
between our libraries and our community.  
The New York State Librarian, Bernard 

Margolis, was a special guest at the gala 
kickoff event on Monday, April 13, 2009.  
Other special events at CCC throughout the 
week included a World of Art Tour, 
highlighting the library’s unique collections 
of art, rare books and tapestries, a Graffiti 
Wall of Reading and a viewing of the movie 
“Songs in Stone: An Arctic Journey Home” 
to showcase the Inuit art collection in the 
Library. 

 

 

 

DELHI 
Maria Wesley 

wesleymm@delhi.edu 

Angela Rhodes, Systems & Instruction 
Librarian, will present “Moodle at SUNY 
Delhi: Illuminating a Path to Library 
Resources & Services with an Open Source 
Course Management System” at the 2009 
SUNYLA Conference. 

Appointed in March 2009 by SUNY Delhi 
President Dr. Candace S. Vancko, 
Angela Rhodes has been selected to co-
chair the Self-Study Committee that will 
present its findings to the Middle States 
Commission on Higher Education 
reaccreditation board in 2011. 

EMPIRE STATE 
COLLEGE 
Sara Hull 

Sara.Hull@esc.edu 

Empire State College's librarians have 
undertaken a number of new initiatives this 
spring.  Our reference chat pilot using 
Meebo was deemed a success and we will 
continue offering the service while we 
consider the adoption of Ask Us 24/7.  The 
launch of our newly redesigned web site is 
scheduled for mid-April.  The library is now 
using Twitter to keep students and faculty 
members current on library initiatives.   

Ian Hertz, Sarah Morehouse and Sara 

Hull have worked to establish trials of 
Films on Demand and RefWorks for our 
users.  Sarah and Sara are also developing 
a series of student and faculty-oriented, 
face-to-face and multimedia presentions 
about the library.  Ian has been 
maintaining the library's presence on 
Facebook. 

Dana Longley has developed and 
successfully implemented a pilot program 
of hands-on library skills workshops that 
students can take from home using 
Elluminate.  She'll be talking about this at 
the upcoming SUNYLA Conference.  Dana 
also presented a session titled "Cool Tools 
to Enhance Communication, Collaboration 
& Organization" at the college's 
Professional Employees Conference. 

Heather Shalhoub, a Help Desk 
Specialist, has joined the ranks of those 
doing double duty by adding evening 
reference service to her plate.  Heather has 
an MSIS from the University at Albany.  
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ESF 

Linda M. Galloway 

lmgalloway@esf.edu 

Jane Versotek returned to the Moon from 
her maternity leave on April 14.  Baby 
Octavia is already 6 months old. 

National Library week was celebrated in the 
Moon Library as follows: 

Half Moon Cookies and Coffee were 
provided on Monday April 13. 

Green highlighters that say “highlight your 
day at the Moon” were distributed 
throughout the week. 

The Friends of Moon Library spring meeting 
was held on Wed. April 15.  The Speaker 
was Library Director Betsy Elkins who 
spoke about “Phases of the Moon as seen 
by Betsy as she retires after 36 years.” 

A bulletin board displayed pictures of all 
staff (including students of course) with the 
Library Week theme “Libraries work 
because we do.” 

Anne Kavanagh, Ginny Battista and 
Linda Stubbs attended the Library 
Assistants’ Day Celebration at the Rakow 
Library of the Corning Museum of Glass on 
Thursday April 16. 

The annual party for student Moon workers 
was held on Friday April 24 after the library 
closed for the evening.  The group enjoyed 
the now traditional Library Olympics which 
featured competitive games such as CD 
toss, book drop basketball and book slide. 

A cookie break, sponsored by the Friends 
of Moon Library, held during exam week on 
Monday May 4, was much appreciated by 
the students as they studied for their final 
exams. 

 

 

 

 

FULTON 
MONTGOMERY 

COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
Daniel Towne  

Daniel.Towne@fmcc.edu 

Michael V. Daly recently presented two 
workshops in March at FMCC’s 2009 
Founder’s Day – “Rockin’ the Campus” in 
March. His workshop, “Be Your Own Rock 
Star” gave faculty and staff a chance to see 
potential personal and professional uses of 
Facebook and other social networking 
tools.  In conjunction with FMCC’s 
upcoming license of the anti-plagiarism 
tool, Turnitin, Daly attended the “Beyond 
Blame: Authority, Creativity, and 
Plagiarism in the Digital Age” conference at 
Bard College on April 17, 2009. 

The Evans Library and Learning Commons 
now has an active presence on Facebook.  
We are electronically reaching out to our 
patrons.  “Fans” of the Evans Library and 
Learning Commons can experience most of 
the great services they get in the Library, 
receive updates about new additions 
(books and otherwise), as well as 
participate in some fun contests we have 
planned. Click on the Facebook link from 
the Evans Library homepage and you’re in. 

The library has added content to the 
ANGEL learning platform. All of the library 
pages and services can be accessed 
without logging out of ANGEL. The 
librarians are also working with individual 
instructors to give their students access to 
specific library resources. Specialized 
library pages in individual courses are 
coming soon. 

Congratulations to this year’s Library 
Research Contest winners: 1st place: 
Emily Sirbu; 2nd place: Geoffrey 

Orokos; 3rd place: Kylen Clark; and 
Honorable Mentions: Louanne Von 

Nostrand and Dawn Snyder.  The library 
will be revamping the contest next year to 
include more types of research projects. 
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FINGERLAKES 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 
Charlotte Cooper  

coopercj@flcc.edu 

We are happy to welcome Michelle 

Eichelberger Tomasewski back to FLCC.  
Michelle recently returned to the area, and 
will be working as part-time librarian.  It’s 
great to have her back. 

Library Director Frank Queener was 
granted tenure this spring. 

This past November Sarah Moon 

completed NYLA’s Leadership and 
Management Academy. 

 

GENESEE 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

Cindy Francis 

cfrancis@genesee.edu 

The Alfred C. O’Connell Library hosted a 
U.S. citizenship celebration for student and 
library worker Moses Nhial in February. 

Students, staff, 
administrators, 
friends, trustees, 
and local 
legislators were in 
attendance to 
congratulate 
Moses, a native of 
Sudan, on his 
remarkable 
achievement.  
Moses took the 
Oath of Allegiance 
to become a United 

States citizen on February 12 at the 
Federal Building in Rochester.  Presented 
with a Certificate of Recognition from 
State Senator Michael H. Ranzenhofer, 

Moses took a few moments to express his 
gratitude and speak on his past and future 
plans.  "When I came to the United States, 
they called us the Lost Boys," Moses said.  
"But now I feel as if I have been found." 
Moses has adjusted to an American way of 
life and has taken the opportunity to share 
his life experiences with others.  In 
November, he spoke at St. John Fisher 
College as part of a viewing and discussion 
for the documentary film, “The Lost Boys 
of Sudan.”  The library staff feels privileged 
and honored to have Moses as their work-
study student.  

Congratulations to Senior Library Clerk 
Marilyn Mullen for receiving Genesee’s 
College Employee of the Month award in 
March. 

The library sponsored its 8th Annual GCC 
Student Poetry Contest in April. Over 90 
poems, including 13 math poems, were 
submitted by 49 students with prizes from 
local merchants awarded. Reference 
Services Librarian Anita Whitehead 
coordinated the contest. 

Systems & Electronic Services Librarian 
Drew Kloc attended the annual ILLiad 
International Conference in Virginia Beach, 
VA, March 18-20.  

The library was pleased to host two 
student art shows in April.  The show, 
“Taking up Space,” opened April 9 
featuring dramatic pieces from students in 
Moi Dugan’s 3-D Design class.  The works 
were displayed in many locations 
throughout the library, creating a fun 
viewing experience.  On April 28, a 
reception in the library Media room was 
held for student works from Heather 

Jones’ Drawing and Painting classes. 

Anita Whitehead and Senior Library Clerk 
Liz Norton began a new service designed 
to alert Nursing Faculty to library periodical 
holdings.  Content pages of requested 
nursing print periodicals are scanned as 
they arrive and emailed to participants. 
Nursing Faculty appreciate this targeted 
and time-saving service.  
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GENESEO 

Kate Pitcher 

pitcher@geneseo.edu 

Justina Elmore, Reference & Instruction 
Librarian, presented “Is Web 2.0 for you?” 
at the Society for Technical Communication 
conference in April. 

Tim Bowersox, Information Delivery 
Services Librarian, wrote an article, “The 
Information Delivery Services Project: A 
New Model for ILL”, for publication in the 
winter 2009 issue of The Oracle 

Newsletter.  The article reviews the IDS 
Project and the resource sharing model it 
has developed, as well as describes the 
IDS Project’s Workflow Toolkit and mentor 
program.  To read the article, go to: 
http://www.atlas-sys.com/company/
newsletter/archive/
OracleNewsletterWinter2009.pdf. 

Tim Bowersox also presented at the 2009 
ILLiad International Conference in Virginia 
Beach, giving a presentation on the IDS 
Project's Workflow Toolkit, a wiki repository 
of ILLiad best practices that aims to help 
ILLiad libraries streamline their workflows, 
reduce costs, and free up staff processing 
time. 

 

 

HERKIMER COUNTY 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

Valerie Prescott 

prescottvh@HERKIMER.EDU 

HCCC student Noel Frederick read from 
his short stories for one of the six events 
held in the newly renovated Library's 
reading room this school year.  Susan 

Bissonnette, Librarian for Information 
Literacy/Distance Learning, established this 
series as a part of her effort to creatively 

promote academic 
excellence on the 
campus.  Students, 
faculty, and 
members of the 
local community 
participated in the 
program. 

 

HCCC student Noel 

Frederick reading 

his short stories 

 

HUDSON VALLEY 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 

Robert Matthews 

r.matthews@hvcc.edu 

Karen Ayotte, Senior Clerk received the 
HVCC Meritorious Service Award. 

The library received a $2,500 grant from 
the HVCC’s Foundation to start a Children’s 
Literature collection.  This collection will 
begin with Caldecott Award winners. 

Robert Matthews and English faculty 
member, Sushmita Chatterji, will be 
giving two presentations on collaboration 
at “Discover the Joy of Teaching 
Conference” at SUNY Plattsburgh and at 
“Blazing Trails: On the Path to Information 
Literacy” at the LOEX Annual Conference. 

Library Director Brenda Hazard co-
moderated  a roundtable discussion on 
“WorldCat Collection Analysis” at the ACRL 
Annual Conference. 

Construction will be starting soon on a new 
Flexible Learning Space, which will be 
completed in fall 2009.  The room will have 
a SMART Board Sympodium lectern tablet 
and be shared by the Library, the Learning 
Centers, and the Instructional Media 
Centers. 
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JEFFERSON COUNTY 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

Carleen Huxley 

chuxley@sunyjefferson.edu  

We are pleased to welcome Jude Crabb as 
our new Circulation Coordinator.  Jude is a 
graduate of JCC, having received her 
Associate’s degree in Mathematics and 
Science.  She worked previously as a 
Disability Review Nurse/Social Security 
Liaison for  the Jefferson County 
Department of Social Services. 

Assistant Librarian John Thomas has 
received a promotion for his work and 
dedication to library instruction and 
information literacy assessment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MONROE 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

Debbie Mohr 

dmohr@monrecc.edu 

The MCC Libraries will join the Ask Us 24/7 
virtual reference project managed by the 
Western New York Library Resources 
Council (WNYLRC) with support from other 
New York State library councils. Librarians 
will receive training from the Rochester 
Regional Library Council in May. This 
service is part of the global 24/7 Reference 
Cooperative of US and UK member 
libraries. 

The MCC Libraries’ Student Advisory 
Committee, chaired by Alice Harrington 

Wilson, is soliciting titles and narratives 
from students about books that have 
mattered to them for the Books That Made 
a Difference project. Representative titles 
and comments will be displayed in the 
LeRoy V. Good Library in May. 

Current displays include “Charles Darwin” 
in the Damon City Campus Library with 
books, magazines, and videos related to 
Darwin’s life and revolutionary scientific 
work upon the 200th anniversary of his 
birth.   

The newly renovated LeRoy V. 
Good lobby display cases house 
“The Edgar Allan Poe 
Bicentennial: 200 Years of 
Melancholy and Horror,” with 
memorabilia and lists of library 
holdings about the author best 
known for his macabre poems 
and short stories as well as for 
being the “father of the modern 
detective story.”  
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NEW PALTZ 

Colleen Lougen 

lougenc@newpaltz.edu 

Sojourner Truth Library hosted a display of 
historic images documenting the 
Johnstown Flood of 1889, in honor of the 
6th Annual Conference of the SUNY New 
Paltz Institute of Disaster Mental Health 
and National Library Week.  The exhibit 
was curated by Valerie Mittenberg, with 
research from Carlton Rounds, and 
photographs from the Johnstown Area 
Heritage Association.  

Susan Kraat, Coordinator for Instruction, 
attended her second ACRL conference 
partially funded by a SUNYLA professional 
development grant.  She led a roundtable 
discussion entitled "Fired Up? New 
Challenges for Teaching Librarians." 

On March 27th, Charles Van Doren 

presented a lecture entitled "The Last 
Britannica" in which he recounted his role 
in publishing the 15th edition of the 
Encyclopedia Britannica.  Susan Kraat 

followed Van Doren and discussed the 
Wikipedia phenomenon.  The lecture was 
sponsored by the college's Writing Board. 

 

Charles Van Doren and Susan Kraat 

NEW YORK STATE 
COLLEGE OF 

CERAMICS AT 
ALFRED 

Beverly Crowell 

crowell@alfred.edu 

John Hosford, Visual Resources Curator 
at Scholes Library, has been elected Vice 
Chair of the Visual Resources Association’s 
Upstate New York Chapter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NIAGARA COUNTY 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 

Karen Ferington 

feringk@niagaracc.suny.edu 

The Henrietta G. Lewis Library staff 
welcomed Lillian Passanese, Professor/
Librarian, back to work after an extended 
medical leave. Lillian was on leave for over 
8 months and returned to her duties 
supervising Library Instruction and the 
Faculty Resource Center for Academic 
Excellence just prior to our spring break in 
early April.  We are all glad to welcome her 
back to the library. 
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NORTH COUNTRY 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

Patrick McIntyre 

pmcintyre@nccc.edu 

Professor Patrick F. McIntyre is retiring 
from North Country Community College 
after 32 years, 25 as Director of Library 
Services.  During that time the first 
desktop computers (Apple II) on campus 
were introduced in the Library; the first 
Internet access on campus was in the 
Library; the first website created for the 
College was the Library website; 
computerized circulation was introduced in 
1983; OCLC membership was attained in 
1981; the entire collection was entered into 
the OCLC database by 1985; a 
computerized catalog of holdings in CD 
format was distributed to seven service 
sites beginning in 1986; and student 
searchable research databases were 
provided beginning in 1993.  In 2000, Prof. 
McIntyre received the NCCC Alumni 
Distinguished Faculty Award in recognition 
of his work with students.  Professor 
McIntyre was overheard to say of his 
impending retirement "Every night will be 
Friday night, every day will be Saturday!" 

OLD WESTBURY 

Joanne Spadaro 

SpadaroJ@oldwestbury.edu 

John Gottfried, Business Librarian, 
presented a paper at the Fifth Annual Old 
Westbury Faculty Conference on March 27, 
2009. The paper, entitled “Electronic 
Access to Business Research Resources 
through Academic Libraries,” discussed 
results of the John’s recent study on the 
availability of electronic business resources 
at academic libraries serving 114 leading 
business programs, focusing on online 
access to research databases, electronic 
books, and to subject specialists in 
business research.  

ONEONTA 

Pamela Flinton 

flintopj@oneonta.edu 

Nancy Cannon was interviewed on the 
topic of the Anti-Rent War for the 
docudrama, The Gent, directed by Phillip 

Weaver (who had discovered the primary 
source materials on the Anti-Rent War on 
Nancy's web site:   
http://www.oneonta.edu/library/dailylife/
protest/index.html.  Other interviewees for 
the film include Ted Burrows, William 

Simons, and Andrew VanBenschoten.   

The James M. Milne Library began 
participating in a regional  "AskUs 24/7" 
service during National Library Week. By 
joining other participating libraries in the 
Western New York Library Resources 
Council AskUs 24/7 project, Milne Library 
patrons can now access 24-hour reference 
service.  
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ONONDAGA 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

Angela Weiler 

weilera@sunyocc.edu 

Frank Doble presented two lectures this 
spring:  "Swedenborg, Kant & Helvetius" 
on January 26, and his follow-up, "George 
Soros:  A Financial, Philanthropic and 
Philosophic Speculator" on March 30.  The 
lectures were open to the campus, and 
were well-received. 

Rob O'Boyle attended "Lobbying Day" in 
Albany on March 2 - 3. Angela Weiler 

completed a study guide in March for the 
documentary "American Gypsy" directed by 
Jasmine Dellal.  She is currently at work 
on a second study guide for the 
documentary "Gypsy Caravan", also 
directed by Ms. Dellal. 

Pauline Lynch Shostack presented a 
poster session at the ACRL 14th National 
Conference in Seattle, Washington, March 
12-15, 2009.  The topic was hosting a 
"Library Night" event for students. 

Rob O'Boyle showed the film "Furnace 
Brook" for the OCC History Committee and 
the OCC campus community.  The film tells 
the story of an archaeological dig 
conducted in the summer of 1966 by 
Syracuse University's Archeological 
Department, and students from three local 
school districts who excavated an area 
near OCC formerly called "Furnace Brook."  
The film shows the students reconstructing 
an early transitional Iroquois settlement 
circa 14th century.   

Gerry Wright, part-time reference 
librarian, has been working on a grant 
proposal to bring a traveling exhibit called 
"Lincoln: the Constitution and the Civil 
War" to the OCC campus.  The exhibit is a 
collaboration between the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, the 
National Constitution Center and the 

American Library Association.  The exhibit 
will travel throughout the country from mid 
2009 until December 2011, stopping for 6 
weeks at select locations.   

Pauline Lynch Shostack has been 
working over the past year on completely 
redesigning the Coulter Library web site.  
The new web site will be unveiled in the fall 
of 2009. 

Jeff Harr hosted screenings of "The U.S. 
vs. John Lennon" on April 9 in Storer 
Auditorium.  Then, on April 10, he also 
presented "Albums That Shook the World 
Volume 6:  The Beatles' Revolver", along 
with a live performance of songs from the 
album.   

Angela Weiler authored a chapter titled 
"Fair Use in the Twenty-First Century: A 
Librarian's Perspective," which is now 
aviailable in Academic Librarianship in the 

21st Century (Nova Science Publishers, 
2009). 
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OSWEGO 

Karen Shockey 

shockey@oswego.edu 

SUNY Oswego is hosting the 2009 SUNY 
Conference on Instructional Technologies.  
The conference’s theme is “Engaging 
Minds: Innovative Teaching and Learning.” 

SUNY Oswego and Penfield Library will 
again host the IDS Project Annual 
Conference.   

Penfield Library is currently seeking a 
Coordinator of Access Services; more 
information about the position is available 
at: http://www.oswego.edu/
administration/human_resources/
vacancy.html. 

Barbara Shaffer has recently returned 
from a fall semester sabbatical.  During 
this time she designed and developed 
Angel library instruction tutorials for 
graduate education students, and 
conducted research comparing online and 
face-to-face information literacy instruction 
at the graduate level. Both groups 
demonstrated substantial learning and 
increased confidence, with no significant 
differences between groups.   

Andrea Ross, part-time Reference 
Librarian who also works in Interlibrary 
Loan, has created a Google Map  
(http://tinyurl.com/ap555x) illustrating 
Penfield Library’s interlibrary loan activity 
for the prior fiscal year.  This map will 
serve as a public relations and marketing 
tool, and is currently being shown on 
Oswego’s campus digital signage, and will 
also be linked in patrons’ access to their 
interlibrary loan account.   

Penfield Library is hosting an exhibit 
“Hiroshima Speaks,” which contains 
posters from photos taken after the 
bombing.  Art Librarian Deale Hutton, 
along with Oswego faculty members Alok 

Kumar and John K. Smith, coordinated 
this event, which includes showings of films 
of testimony from survivors and the film A 

Mother’s Prayer.  A panel discussion about 

the exhibit will also take place in Penfield’s 
Cafe.  The exhibit runs from April until 
June. 

Although it rarely snows in Oswego, 
Penfield’s  Special Collections unveiled its 
new virtual exhibit, “Snow Scenes from 
SUNY Oswego,” which can be viewed at: 
www.oswego.edu/library2/archives/
snow_scenes/.  The Special Collections 
Department also began a new service, in 
which scans of documents and photos are 
sent as links rather than e-mail 
attachments. 

Penfield Library’s Digital Signage system, 
which has been stand-alone in the past, 
was integrated with Oswego’s campus-wide 
digital signage system. 

Penfield Library held its annual Booksale 
from April 13-15. 

Shannon Pritting presented at the SUNY 
Council on Writing Conference, held at 
Buffalo State in April.  His presentation 
addressed how to integrate Information 
Literacy into “Writing about Writing” 
courses. 

 

 

 

PLATTSBURGH 

Michele Toth 

tothmm@plattsburgh.edu 

In the early hours of Wednesday April 1st 
(no fooling) a water pipe in the heating 
system above the offices on the third floor 
of the library burst. The water was noticed 
in the morning when it made its way down 
to the second floor. Five offices on the third 
floor were affected, 2 of them severely 
enough to warrant the occupants moving 
out, and removing and replacing the 
ceiling, and installing new lights. Dozens of 
bags of papers and files were water 
damaged and thrown out. Several 
computers, printers and phones also 
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needed to be dried out or replaced 
altogether. This event had been dubbed 
the ‘Flood of ‘09’ as we hope there will not 
be another one this year, or any time soon. 

Librarians Karen Volkman, Gordon Muir 
and Anne de la Chapelle consult during the 
cleaning up and drying out process. 

A copy of the Library and Information 

Services (LIS) Disaster Recovery Plan, we 
are sad to report did not recover and was 
tossed out along with several other binders 
and files. 

POTSDAM 
Marianne Hebert 

hebertm@potsdam.edu 

J. Rebecca Thompson is retiring as 
Director of Libraries as of June 30th.  
Congratulations!  Rebecca will be 
continuing as a part-time librarian 
beginning August 17th. 

Jenica Rogers-Urbanek has been 
appointed as Director of Libraries beginning 
July 1st.  She brings a wide variety of 
experiences to the position, having served 
as a Technical Services Team Leader and 
Collection Development Coordinator at 
Potsdam since 2003.  Jenica is recognized 
as a leader on campus, within the SUNY 
community, and beyond.  Most recently 
she was recognized by Library Journal as a 
“2009 Movers and Shakers” award winner.  
Details about Jenica's career activities can 
be found on her blog, Attempting Elegance 

http://rogersurbanek.wordpress.com/  

Marianne Hebert participated in the SUNY 
Potsdam Teaching and Learning with 
Technology Day and Information 
Technology Fair, on January 16th, doing a 
presentation on "Interactive Classrooms: 
Using Web2.0 Technologies" and a poster 
session on "Internet Privacy, Searching 
Conversations." 

Edward Komara received the Richard S. 
Hill Award at the Music Library Association 
national meeting in February 2009.  The 
Hill Award is given annually by MLA for the 
best article on music librarianship or an 
article of a music-bibliographic nature.  
Komara's study, "Culture Wars, Canonicity, 
and A Basic Music Library" had been 
published in Notes: The Journal of the 

Music Library Association Journal 64, no. 2 
(December 2007), 232-247. 

The College Libraries have implemented a 
new digital sign in F. W. Crumb Library.  
The digital signs are part of the new 
campus emergency notification service.  
Library staff are taking advantage of the 
new service to promote library resources 
and services. 
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PURCHASE 
Carrie Eastman 

Carrie.Eastman@purchase.edu 

Heather Saunders, Art Librarian, will be 
presenting the paper, “Redefining Medieval 
Patronage: Female Circulation of Books of 
Hours” at the International Congress on 
Medieval Studies (“Gendering Material 
Culture” panel) in Kalamazoo, MI, this May. 
As well, her artwork is being exhibited in 
the upcoming juried exhibitions, “Art 
Biologic” (Limner Gallery, Hudson, NY) and 
at the “Wearable Art Awards” (Port Moody 
Art Centre, Port Moody, BC, Canada). 

Keith Landa, Director of the Teaching, 
Learning & Technology Center, presented 
remotely on April 10th at the Consortium 
for the Liberal Education of Artists 
Conference in St. Paul, MN.  His 
presentation was “Integrating Web 2.0 
Social Collaboration Tools into Moodle, an 
Open-source Learning Management 
System” during the session titled “Waking 
up in 2009: Digital Natives and the Pace of 
Change.”  If you have a Gmail (Google) 
account you can view Keith’s slides here:  
http://docs.google.com/Presentation?
id=dpht578_3123twqtqgt. 

Susanne Markgren, Leah Massar and 
Carrie Eastman presented a poster at the 
14th ACRL National Conference in Seattle, 
Washington on the morning of March 13, 
2009.  Their poster was titled “Teaching 
the Faculty New Tricks: Collaborating 
Across Campus to Provide Professional 
Development Opportunities.”  Their poster 
description can be found on the conference 
website, and you can view their follow up 
wiki here:  
http://lib-workshops.pbwiki.com/.  
Susanne, Leah and Carrie will also be 
presenting on this same topic at the 
SUNYLA Conference this June. 

 

 

STONY BROOK 
Michael Bailou Huang 

mbhuang@notes.cc.sunysb.edu 

Michael Bailou Huang, Associate 
Librarian of Health Sciences Library, will be 
presenting a poster session entitled “A 
Semi-Automatic System for Managing 
Multiple Digital Preservation Risks of Digital 
Libraries in China” at the upcoming ACM/
IEEE-CS Joint Conference on Digital 
Libraries, June 15-19, 2009, in Austin, 
Texas.  The poster was co-authored by 
three researchers from Tsinghua 
University, China.  

Stony Brook University Libraries recently 
acquired a second secret wartime letter 
authored by General George Washington 
to his chief spymaster Benjamin 

Tallmadge at Christie's auction house in 
Manhattan.  These acquisitions document 
Long Island’s critical role during the 
American Revolution and specifically the 
actions of the Culper Spy Ring, which was 
based in Setauket, New York.   
Please visit http://www.stonybrook.edu/
libspecial/acquisitions.shtml for more 
information.  
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SUFFOLK 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 
Rebecca Turner 

turner@sunysuffolk.edu 

During 2009-2010, Suffolk County 
Community College will be celebrating its 
50th anniversary year.  In order to mark 
this occasion and to keep the institution's 
official documented history alive, the 
College and the Foundation conducted over 
70 oral history interviews of current and 
former SCCC students, staff, faculty, 
administrators and trustees.  The 
interviewees shared fascinating personal 
stories and their memories of the College’s 
early years, as well as their projections for 
the next 50 years of the College's history.  
These interviews, along with photographs 
and historical video, are being used to 
create a full-length documentary on the 
history of the college.  Karleen Erhardt, 
Alan Bernstein, Cristina Beard-Moose, 
Denise Haggerty and Kevin McCoy, 
Professor of Library Technical Services, are 
working with students in the Radio and 
Television Production to create this 
documentary.  Full-length interviews will 
be archived in the library.  Karleen 

Erhardt and Kevin McCoy are presenting 
this project at the SUNY 60th Anniversary 
Scholarly Conference.  For more 
information about this project, please 
contact Kevin McCoy at 
mccoykj@sunysuffolk.edu. 

Sheila D. Fox, adjunct reference librarian, 
was promoted to Assistant Professor last 
summer.  Since starting her work at the 
college in 2002 she has contributed to the 
college libraries in the areas of 
bibliographic instruction, accreditation and 
art and historical library exhibits.  She has 
also taught studio art and art appreciation 
classes in the Visual Arts Department when 
the opportunities arose.  For the future, 
she would like to help establish a SCC 
Women’s Studies Archive to highlight one 
of the earliest Women’s Studies programs 

in the country. 

Shaun Gerien, Specialist - Central Media 
Services, served as a judge for the 2009 
Ohio Associated Press Broadcasters 
Awards. Shaun is the Immediate Past-
President of the NYS Associated Press 
Broadcasters Association. 

 

 

 

 

SUNY COLLEGE OF 
OPTOMETRY 
Kadri Niider 

kniider@sunyopt.edu 

Elaine Wells, Library Director, attended 
the 2009 SUNY Optometry Faculty Retreat 
held March 1st and 2nd at the IBM 
Learning Center in Armonk, NY.  Attendees 
heard presentations on the new curriculum, 
the varying roles of SUNY Optometry 
faculty, and the implementation of the 
strategic plan.  Small group breakout 
sessions focused on the 3rd year clinical 
experience.  A special feature of the retreat 
was a presentation by Dr. Ken Bain, a 
nationally and internationally recognized 
expert in teaching and education, who 
spoke on the topic of "What the best 
college teachers do." 

Elaine Wells, Chair of the Learning 
Resources Committee, and Kadri Niider, 
Committee member, attended 
demonstrations by vendors of course 
management systems: FirstClass ED, 
Jenzabar LMS, and Blackboard Learn.  All 
attendees were later surveyed online for 
feedback, but a decision has not yet been 
made.  The faculty at Optometry are 
currently using WebCT. 
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UPSTATE MEDICAL 
UNIVERSITY 
Emily Hart 

harte@upstate.edu 

Pat Onsi, Associate Director, retired in 
February after more than 40 years of 
service at the Health Sciences Library.  Her 
contributions will not be forgotten.  We 
wish her the best in her retirement.  

We are currently seeking a Reference 
Librarian. The position is open until filled. 
For more details, please visit: 
https://jobs.upstate.edu. 

 

 

 

 

 

TOMPKINS 
CORTLAND COUNTY 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

Bill Drew 

DrewW@tc3.edu 

TC3 Library@Baker Commons has 
implemented the following new service 
initiatives: 

The elimination of fines associated with our 
regularly circulating overdue materials. 
(Replacement costs for lost/damaged items 
and academic holds still apply.) 

Service desk pick-up for items requested 
from our collection. (Patrons can request 
TC3 owned items directly from our catalog 
and pick them up at the Service Desk.) 

Document delivery for TC3 owned articles 
via ILLIad. 

Purchase-on-Demand program: Using our 
interlibrary loan requests as the method for 
selection, titles not held within SUNY or 
IDS libraries that are relevant to our 
collection are routed to our acquisitions 
librarian for purchase. The items are 
delivered using expedited shipping options 
so that they are available to the patron 
within three days of request. 

TC3 Library@Baker Commons is also 
investigating video on demand. We are 
now doing a 30-day demonstration of Films 
on Demand service.  It went live April 13. 

The Local Writers Series sponsored by the 
TC3 Library@Baker Commons is underway. 
On Tuesday, April 14th a Ithaca poet and 
essayist Kenneth McClane will read from 
and discuss his recently published Color: 

Essays on Race, Family and History. Two 
weeks later, Trumansburg novelist and 
blogger Rebecca Barry will read from her 
novel, Later at the Bar, which was a New 

York Times Notable Book for 2007. 

On April 1st, the TC3 Library inaugurated, 
as part of AskUs 24/7,  its 24/7 
collaborative chat service, offering 
anytime, anywhere access to college 
students and staff.  Bill Drew and Ann 

Sullivan are each doing shifts. 

Recently, some duties have been 
redistributed to provide more support for 
instruction and improved services in all 
areas.  Margaret Anderson is now 
working with Barbara Kobritz in doing 
instruction.  The number of instruction 
sessions has grown immensely in the past 
year and looks like it will keep growing.  
Bill Drew is now responsible for all facets 
of serials. 
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ALIAS - Article License Information Availability Service 
 
In resource sharing, lending from electronic serials has been difficult due to often unclear 
holdings records and uncertainty about licensing restrictions.  Towards the end of 2004, 
the IDS Project tried to remedy this problem by creating the eJournal Availability Server, 
which combined the OpenURL resolver data from each of the member libraries with an 
internally developed Licensing Database.  It was very basic and could only be used as a 
manual service through the ILLiad client.  Still, it provided the IDS Project Libraries with 
the ability to determine what electronic journals each member held and whether the 
license would allow it to be used for ILL. 

In 2008, the IDS Project and Atlas Systems began development of the Article License 
Information Availability Service.  ALIAS, which builds upon the original Availability Server, 
enables ILLiad to perform unmediated article request processing.  Like Direct Request for 
Loans, this improves the turnaround time of the requests and frees up a significant amount 
of staff time which can be spent handling the more complex requests.  

Features include: 

• True load leveling based on how many times this service places your symbol in the 
lending string; 

• Lenders are selected with priority given to those that can lend from e-serials (print 
holdings, if loaded into Serials Solutions/SFX, are included but given lowest priority); 

• Borrowing requests for locally held materials are automatically routed into a new queue 
called "Awaiting Local Holdings Processing." 

The IDS Project and Atlas Systems continue to work together and have been beta-testing 
ALIAS since December 2008.  The results so far have been very promising:  Over 40% of 
the article requests have been processed automatically by ALIAS while another 10% were 
determined to be owned by the requesting library and moved to the Local Holdings Queue.  
A final round of beta-testing remains but the IDS Project is expecting to roll out ALIAS to 
all of the IDS Project Libraries in May 2009.   

Mark Sullivan and Cyril Oberlander 
presented ALIAS at the March 2009 
OCLC ILLiad International 
Conference.  The presentation went 
extremely well and was followed by 
an announcement from OCLC that 
they are working with the IDS Project 
and Atlas Systems to develop a 
similar service called Integrated 
Fulfillment.  OCLC will offer this 
service to over 10,000 WorldCat 
Resource Sharing and ILLiad libraries 
in January 2010 - for no additional 
charge.  

If you would like to see the ALIAS 
presentation, it is available on the 
IDS Project’s website at 
 http://idsproject.org/Tools/ALIAS.aspx 
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