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Innovation — a Necessity!

As I was trying to think about a topic to write about for this newsletter, I read a
blog post on the new blog, TechEssence, by a long time friend and acquaintance of
mine from when I was in library school at Drexel, Eric Lease Morgan. He was writing
about “being innovative with little money and staff.” This got me thinking of all the
ways SUNY libraries and librarians have been innovators over the years “with little

money and staff.”

Perhaps one of the earliest examples of innovation
I personally experienced within SUNY libraries was the
early days of the LAIP project. The biggest innovation
was not the new library system we were all working on, it
was the cooperation and group effort to move the project
along under the leadership of Carey Hatch and his able
staff. Many of us cut our technology teeth on that project
including Dave Ritchie, Natalie Sturr, and many other li-
brarians working within SUNY libraries to this very day.
That feeling of innovation and cooperation continues to
this day in SUNYConnect and our implementations of
ALEPH and SFX.

SUNY libraries and librarians continue to be inno-
vators. Look at all of the modifications we have made to
our ALEPH catalogs to get them to work better and to meet the needs of our
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continued from page 1

communities. Look at the instructional resources developed by SUNY librarians. Look
at our continued participation in implementing ALEPH.

Perhaps the biggest part of being an innovator on an individual level is allowing
yourself time to play. This is a necessity if you are going to come up with new solu-
tions and new ideas. For example, as Eric suggests in his posting, “Seek out and col-
lect bunches o' ‘widgets & gadgets’ and play with them. Examples include Firefox ex-
tensions, Worldcat search boxes, Javascript hacks, various Web browser toolbars and
bookmarklettes. Ask yourself, ‘What is library all about, especially in the current envi-
ronment?’” Download FireFox and Opera browsers along with some of the plugins and
extensions. Play with them and see what they can do.

Innovation goes beyond technology. Look for new ways of using space in your
library. Walk around and see what students are doing. Talk with them and ask them
about their experiences. Do something radical such as allowing students to bring food
into your library if you don't already do so. Get an account on MySpace or Facebook
and tell students about it.

Being innovative may mean learning to use new tools such as blogs and RSS
aggregators. Think about writing a blog. Read what other librarians are doing in the
so-called “Biblioblogosphere.”

Remember one thing: being innovative is not a luxury it is a necessity.

See you at SUNYLA!

The following article was written for a presentation at last year’s
SUNYLA Conference, but was never given due to programming changes. 1t is
very interesting and informative and we hope you will take the time to read it.
(editor)

SUNYLA: Past and Present--Promise and Performance
By Corinne Nyquist, SUNY New Paltz

I joined the SUNY New Paltz library full time in September 1969 and became a
State University of New York Librarians Association (SUNYLA) member soon after. I
still have that first membership card signed by the treasurer, Sylvia Schanz of SUNY
Farmingdale. Organizing had begun in August of 1968 and by May of 1969 SUNYLA had
138 members and just one year later had 267 member librarians of the 400 eligible.
As of May 2003 SUNYLA had 248 regular members and 5 associate members out of a
possible 1,561 librarians and staff, using the count from the SUNYLA Directory of that
year and the expanded criteria for membership. What follows is a personal view of an
activist organization that I first knew and enthusiastically supported as it agitated for a
cause, i.e. faculty status for librarians. This paper is my effort to understand the proc-
ess that changed SUNYLA into an organization more focused on libraries than on librari-
ans.
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SUNYLA Objectives

In the beginning SUNYLA consisted of campus delegates meeting as a Council
three times a year, with the Council choosing its own officers according to its 1969 By-
laws. Twenty-three members from SUC Buffalo wrote asking why the membership did
not do the choosing. In response an ad hoc committee, which included SUNY New Paltz
librarian Lucille Brown, was formed. The Constitution and Bylaws that were approved in
March 1973 formed the organization we know today. The objectives listed in that first
Constitution were as follows:

1. To advance the professional status of librarians of the State University of

New York.

2. To further develop the principles and standards of librarianship, thereby

supporting the educational goals of the State University of New York.

3. To encourage individual and collective professional development.

4. To cooperate with similar organizations on local, state, and national levels to

achieve these goals.

In 1979 a major revision to the SUNYLA Constitution changed the first objective
of SUNYLA from promoting librarians to support of libraries. It reads as follows:

To be a strong and vital force in the improvement of the general educational
mission of the State University of New York through high quality library service.

Dropping to third place was advancing the professional status of librarians. This
was a change that some of us strongly opposed. Also added in 1979 was the objective:
To provide an organizational framework for professional interaction among those inter-
ested in the quality of librarianship in the State University of New York.

To make the change from a professional association to a library association
complete was the expansion in 1996 of membership to anyone working in SUNY librar-
ies or the SUNY Central Office of Library Services.

Academic Rank Activism

On June 12, 1968 the SUNY Board of Trustees amended their Policies to desig-
nate librarians members of the SUNY professional staff holding academic rank. Thus a
SUNY librarian became eligible for continuing appointment, sabbaticals, peer review on
promotion and tenure, college or academic year appointments with reduction in salary,
and a vote in faculty governance. In 1965 CUNY librarians had achieved this through a
revision of the New York City Board of Higher Education Bylaws. In October 1966 a
small group of SUNY head librarians sent a memo to SUNY President, Samuel Gould
recommending full faculty status as a solution to the difficulties of recruiting and retain-
ing qualified professional librarians. SUNY librarians had also been discussing faculty
status, but in May 1967, led by a group of SUNY Buffalo and SUNY Maritime librarians,
they began a telegram and letter writing campaign directed at SUNY Central, head li-
brarians statewide, and the SUNY Faculty Senate. The Senate was hesitant and before
acting requested a written report describing what criteria would be used to evaluate
librarians for promotion and tenure. Nat Whitten, Maritime head librarian, responded
with a paper in which he showed that no new criteria were needed. He said that librari-
ans have mastery of their subject matter, develop teaching materials, engage in schol-
arly research and writing, and participate in university service and should be evaluated
in the same manner as professorial faculty. As a result of the paper and lobbying by

continued on page 4
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librarians of their Senators, the full Faculty Senate gave their support for academic

rank for librarians in November of 1967. As we work toward mentoring programs on
our campuses, I strongly urge that we look at these early documents and the argu-
ments that brought us faculty status.

SUNYLA Origins

Not fully satisfied with the provisions of academic rank, an Academic Task Force
of staff and head librarians, chaired by Nat Whitten, met in August 1968 and decided to
begin organizing a statewide professional librarian organization. Representatives from
sixteen campuses met, with Manny Lopez of SUNY Buffalo presiding, to draft a consti-
tution, and the first SUNYLA Council meeting was held in March 1969. Mary Cassata,
SUNY Buffalo, was chosen president and David Kreh, Cortland, was chosen vice presi-
dent. The general membership would meet once a year and the Council at least twice.
In June 1970, Cassata sent to Chancellor Ernest Boyer a position paper on “The Place
of Librarians in SUNY” which made the following points:

1. Academic librarians are central in an age of explosive information growth.

2. Academic rank should not be based on job function and reclassification.

3. The administrative salary plan (ASP) is a violation of academic rank.

4. Academic year appointments are necessary for study and research.

5. SUNY Central needs a policy-making dean for library services.

In 1971, the Senate Professional Association (SPA) became the SUNY bargaining
agent and SUNYLA retained a labor relations lawyer, Bernard King. Anne Commer-
ton, Oswego, as SUNYLA president was added to the SPA contract reopener committee
and SPA filed a class action grievance for librarian academic year appointments with no
loss in pay, which was denied. In June 1972, SUNYLA held its third annual conference
at Geneseo, separate from the New York Library Association (NYLA) for the first time.
David Kreh’s campus promotion recommendation to Associate was denied at SUNY
Central, as it did not constitute a job change. He grieved and the position was up-
graded. Contending that he was entitled to an academic promotion without position
upgrade, SUNYLA and SPA pressed for arbitration. He was promoted again, separate
from his position, but it was to be a special case.

The SUNYLA election for president in fall 1974 was between Elizabeth Saltzer,
Albany, and Evert Volkersz, Stony Brook. He supported the continued faculty status
efforts, and she wanted instead to confront issues like automation. Special Committee
#1 was formed to work on union issues. By 1976, this Committee had won the removal
of librarians from the Administrative Salary Plan (ASP), assured librarian eligibility for
academic promotions, and obtained four ranks for librarians with the addition of the
Senior Assistant Librarian rank.

The New Paltz Chapter

In December 1969, New Paltz formed a SUNYLA Chapter with a constitution,
dues, a full set of officers, and committees. Library goals were drafted and a committee
formed to implement each. These goals were:

1. To establish communication exchange at all levels for better understanding.

2. To investigate the desirability of organizing librarians along the lines of an

academic department.

3. To improve staff training and provide opportunity for professional
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development.
4. To enlarge the role of the librarian on campus.

The Chapter prepared papers and letters in support of SUNYLA’s efforts to ob-
tain four academic ranks and salary parity with the professorial faculty. Our Profes-
sional Development Committee recommended that librarians be granted free time up to
five hours per week for the purpose of study and research. This was implemented in
1971, but later came to require administrative approval. By 1974, the New Paltz Chap-
ter was “deeply concerned at what appears to it to be a growing inability of the state-
wide association to answer the needs of its membership.” So wrote New Paltz’s presi-
dent, Eta Lustig, to SUNYLA president, Elizabeth Salzer, who earlier that year had
refused to place on the organization’s agenda the New Paltz concern over the implica-
tions of the new designation of head librarians as management confidential. In Septem-
ber 1994, the New Paltz Chapter removed from its Constitution the requirement that
members also be members of SUNYLA, voting instead to maintain one Chapter mem-
bership for its delegate. In October 1978, the New Paltz Chapter was dissolved.

Conclusions

After reading Gemma DeVinney’s 1987 SUNY Buffalo doctoral dissertation ti-
tled The 1965-1974 Faculty Status Movement as a Professionalization Effort with Social
Movement Characteristics: A Case Study of the State University of New York, I modi-
fied much of the anger at SUNYLA accumulated during the New Paltz Chapter years and
during my two terms as a SUNYLA delegate. I understand that SUNYLA did fight the
good fight for faculty status during its early years. DeVinney concludes that the move-
ment dissolved because members became “disillusioned.”[p.226] In conclusion she
raises the following intriguing question that is relevant to activities in SUNYLA today.
"Did the advent of the age of automation in academic libraries divert librarians' energy
and attention away from pressing the status claim? Did librarians think perhaps the
key to enhancing their professional status was going to be developing automation ex-
pertise that faculty and students would not have?” [p.229-230]

At last year’s SUNYLA conference, the keynote speaker, Davida Scharf, told us
that “faculty status is finally going to come in handy” as “we must change our priorities
to bring added value” through new “roles as educators and collaborators” with profes-
sorial faculty. This year the conference is at SUNY Geneseo, site of our first separate
SUNYLA conference. The theme is Branching Out: Keeping SUNY Libraries Strong. Let
us also think about keeping SUNY librarians strong.
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CAMPUS NEWS,

NOTES, & INFORMATION

ADIRON-
DACK
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

Joyce Miller
millerja@sunyacc.edu

A poetry reading, recep-
tion and art display com-
memorated Black History
Month at the ACC Library
in February. Library Divi-
sion chair Teresa Ron-
ning and interim Dean for
Academic Affairs Sheldon
Hurst planned the event,
which included readings of
black authors by ACC fac-
ulty.

The folk art exhibit in-
cluded intricately deco-
rated earthenware tiles
created by 19th century
slaves as grave markers
and plantation borders, a
painting and book by freed
slave Bill Traylor, and
wood carvings by Elijah
Pierce, born to free slaves
in 1892. The pieces are
loaned by Robert and
Dana Risman.

Reference and Instruction
Librarian Joyce Miller has
created an ACC Library
Virtual Tour, with photos
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and descriptions of the li-
brary's areas. View it at
the ACC Library Web page
(http://
library.sunyacc.edu); click
"Library Virtual Tour."

ALBANY

Gerald T. Burke
gburke@albany.edu

Laura Cohen's Internet
Tutorials have been in-
cluded in the Premium edi-
tion of the online Encarta
Encyclopedia.

Michael Knee authored
“Internet Reference
Sources for Computing and
Computer Science: A Se-
lected Guide.” Journal of
Library Administration 44
(1/2). (2006):453-473.

The University Libraries
have launched a pilot pro-
gram that offers blogs to
all library staff. The blogs
are hosted on the Movable
Type publishing platform
installed on an in-house
server. Staff has created a
half dozen blogs so far. Li-
brary news and events are
now available through a
blog and its RSS feed. Per-
haps the most ambitious

blog is maintained by the
Reference Department.
Everyone who works at the
University Library refer-
ence desk--about 25 peo-
ple--can contribute news,
information about course
assignments, troubleshoot-
ing tips, resource alerts,
and more. The Libraries
hope to expand this pro-
ject to other constituencies
on campus.

Deborah M. LaFond, was
Conference Program Coor-
dinator, Consortium on Af-
rica Conference, “Africa
and the African Diaspora:
Agents for Change”

held on March 24, 2006,
University at Albany.

Deborah M. LaFond, was
given the 2006 UUP Indi-
vidual Development
Award. She will deliver a
lecture and workshop at
the Katholiecke Hoger-
school, Mechelen, Belgium
titled “"Can We Listen?:
Feminist Reflexive Practice
in Building a Consortium
on Africa.”

Deborah M. LaFond, pre-
sented Supporting and
Sustaining Library and
Publishing Capacity for Af-
rican and African Diaspora
Research: Associations,
Programs, and Community



Projects, a poster session
at the “Africa and the Afri-
can Diaspora: Agents for
Change” conference, held
on March 24, 2006 at the
University at Albany.

She is also a member of
the ALA International Rela-
tions Committee Roundta-
ble, ALA/ACRL - Women's
Studies Section, Instruc-
tion Committee Co-Chair--
2005 - 2007, was
nominated for ALA/ACRL
WSS Section Member at
Large (April 2006 elec-
tion), and was invited to
be Film Editor of Contem-
porary Justice Review.

BINGHAM-
TON

Jill D. Yaples
Jyaples
@binghamton.edu

The Binghamton Univer-
sity’s Information Com-
mons opened on March
20", It provides both com-
puting and library refer-
ence services and is con-
veniently located in Bartle
Library, the campus’ main
library.

Abigail Bordeaux, Erin
Rushton and Marcy
Strong gave a presenta-
tion on Wikis in Action at
the 2006 Computers in Li-
braries Conference. Dave
Vose, Kate Bouman and
Alesia McManus also
gave a presentation at the

conference called, Meet
the Grokkers: Implement-
ing a Virtual Search Tool.

The symposium, Funding
Our Digital Future: Budg-
eting for Libraries & Schol-
arly Communication,
funded by a 2006 Provost's
Inter/Multidisciplinary
Symposia grant and spear-
headed by Ed Shephard
from the Binghamton Uni-
versity Libraries, was held
on March 20-21, 2006.

Binghamton University
won an American Inhouse
Design Award from
Graphic Design USA for
the new Binghamton Uni-
versity Libraries Connect,
Discover, Create case
statement.

New hires include: Ann
Travis as the Technical
Services Secretary, Jess-
lyn Shafer as the Circula-
tion Department’s Access
Services Student Supervi-
sor, and Nancy Abashian
as the Science Library’s In-
formation Services Coordi-
nator.

BROCKPORT

Gregory M. Toth
gtoth@brockport.edu

On April 17 Drake wel-
comed Library Assistant
Carolyn Everett to Col-
lection Management. Caro-
lyn returned from a stint in
another department on
campus after previously

working in our Serials
Dept.

Brockport President John
Halstead was officially in-
augurated on April 7,
though he has been on
campus since last Fall.
(Best line from the cere-
monial speeches: “You're
in good hands with Hal-
stead.”) Among the events
marking his inauguration
was a concert by four
harpists presented as part
of Drake Library’s Music at
Noon concert series.

This year’s campus longev-
ity honorees include li-
brarians Debby Ames (30
years) and Lori Lampert
(25) and Library Assistants
Sue Donk (30) and
Shirley West (25).

Bibliophiles, videophiles,
map-ophiles and others
flocked to the library for
three days in mid April for
the Usually Annual Book
Sale, organized by Debby
Ames, Head of Collection
Management, with help
from Library Assistant
Susanna Heins and nu-
merous staff volunteers.

A new Information/
Learning Commons is in
the works for the Drake
main floor, in the former
Government Documents
and Microforms areas. New
carpet, furniture, lighting
and acoustical treatment,
as well as multimedia
workstations, collaborative
work areas and IT support
will be featured. Comple-
tion is anticipated in time
for next Fall semester.
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Speaking of building space
and next Fall, by then the
library building will be a
temporary home to four
other campus departments
(Registration and Records,
Accounting, Bursar, and
Academic Advisement)
while their usual spaces
are being upgraded. We're
talking lots of additional
folks, computers and file
cabinets. Can you say
“cozy?”

Drake has had its very
own blog up and running
for several months now.
Head of Instruction and
Reference, Charlie Cowl-
ing, has been managing it
under the nom de blog of
William Lennon. Don't rec-
ognize the name? Find out
more at drakelibrary.
blogspot.com.

BROOME
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

Karen L. Pitcher
Pitcher_k
@sunybroome.edu

Beverly Long received
continuing appointment
and was promoted to As-
sociate Librarian.

Karen Pitcher received
continuing appointment.
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BUFFALO

Kathleen Quinlivan
kquin@buffalo.edu

Linda Hasman has joined
the Reference & Education
Services department of the
Health Sciences Library as
Senior Assistant Librarian.
Linda will serve as the HSL
liaison to the UB School of
Dental Medicine. Linda re-
ceived B.A. degrees in Psy-
chology and Sociology
from SUNY Oswego, and
M.S.L.S. from Catholic Uni-
versity. She was previ-
ously a biomedical library
intern and biomedical li-
brarian at the National In-
stitutes of Health Clinical
Library in Bethesda, MD.

Scott Hollander has been
appointed Web Manager
for the University Libraries.
Scott has been in this posi-
tion in an acting capacity
since Fall, 2005. As Web
Manager, Scott will provide
leadership for the Librar-
ies’ central website and
supervise the activities of
the Office of Web Develop-
ment and Services, work-
ing with individuals and
groups on technical infra-
structure, web design, us-
ability, and content devel-
opment/management.

“Subscribe to an Online Di-
rectory Today, Frustrate a
Researcher Tomorrow. Are
Print Directories Dead?” an
article written by Associate
Librarians Don Hartman
and Charlie D'Aniello,
Arts & Sciences Libraries,
was published in the April,

2006 issue of College &
Research Libraries News
67 (4), 222-226.

Susan Prefontaine, In-
structional Support Associ-
ate in the Electronic Peri-
odicals Management De-
partment in CTS, has re-
ceived a Sage Support
Staff Travel Grant to at-
tend this summer’s annual
American Library Associa-
tion conference in New Or-
leans. Sue is one of six re-
cipients of this nationally
competitive grant spon-
sored by Sage Publications
and administered through
the Association for Library
Collections and Technical
Services (ALCTS) division
of ALA.

Susan Davis and Cindy
Hepfer, co-heads, Elec-
tronic Periodicals Manage-
ment Department, pre-
sented a workshop entitled
“Exclusively Electronic: Re-
deploying Staff to Manage
Electronic Journals” at the
annual meeting of the
United Kingdom Serials
Group at the University of
Warwick, England, April 3-
5, 2006.

Susan Davis also pre-
sented “Preparing to Im-
plement an Electronic Re-
source Management Sys-
tem, or Getting Your Ducks
in a Row Before You Dive
In!” at the inaugural Elec-
tronic Resources & Librar-
ies conference in Atlanta,
March 23-25, 2006.

Cindy Hepfer has co-
edited Managing Electronic
Resources: Contemporary



Problems and Emerging Is-
sues (Chicago: Association
for Library Collections and
Technical Services, 2006).
The book includes the best
papers presented at two
ALCTS pre-conferences
that were organized by
Cindy and her co-editor,
Pamela M. Bluh, along
with additional papers so-
licited especially for the
monograph.

Fred Stoss, Associate Li-
brarian, Arts & Sciences Li-
braries, presented
“Continuing Education for
Biological and Life Sci-
ences Librarians in the
Post Genomic Era: You
CAN Teach an Old Dog
New Tricks” at the 231
National Meeting of the
American Chemical Society
in Atlanta, GA on March
26, 2006. Additionally,
Fred’s article, “Getting the
Lead (information) Out!” is
scheduled for publication
in the July/August issue of
the journal Online. The ar-
ticle discusses resources to
assist stakeholders in re-
ducing or eliminating child-
hood lead poisoning in
their homes, neighbor-
hoods and communities.
Fred also extended his ap-
pointment as a member of
the Community Advisory
Board of the Environ-
mental Health Sciences
Center at the University of
Rochester Medical Center,
and he recently joined the
Rochester Democrat and
Chronicle’s Reader Panel
for the Environment.

The exhibit, A City in
Ruins: The San Francisco

Earthquake and Fires of
1906, is on display in the
UB Undergraduate Library
through May 31, 2006.
The exhibit, curated by
staff from the Information
Service of the UB Multidis-
ciplinary Center for Earth-
quake Engineering Re-
search, with assistance
from the University Librar-
ies and the Educational
Technology Center, com-
memorates the centennial
of this major natural disas-
ter that had profound im-
pacts on the residents and
city of San Francisco, the
state of California, the fire
insurance industry, and
building design codes.

BUFFALO
STATE

Lisa Forrest
Forresla
@buffalostate.edu

Daniel DiLandro has
been appointed College Ar-
chivist and Special Collec-
tions Librarian at Buffalo
State College. He received
his MLS from SUNY at Buf-
falo in 1998. Prior to ac-
cepting the position at Buf-
falo State he was a project
manager and facilitator for
the Western New York Li-
brary Resources Council’s
digital program initiative
and an Assistant Senior Li-
brarian and Co-Archivist in
the SUNY at Buffalo Uni-
versity Archives.

In celebration of national
poetry month, E. H. But-
ler’s Rooftop Poetry Club
presents Off the Map: A
Project of Poetic Propor-
tions. Lisa Forrest invites
you to explore this unique
collection of poems in-
spired by the art of cartog-
raphy, on display for the
month of April in the lower
level of E. H. Butler Li-
brary. The Website will be
forthcoming at http://
www.buffalostate.edu/
library/rooftop/

COBLESKILL

April Davies
Daviesac
@cobleskill.edu

We are pleased to an-
nounce that Dr. Jiang Tan
is moving from ITS to the
Library. This change is part
of our work toward imple-
menting the

Information Commons
concept. Since Jiang is the
campus Instructional
Technology Coordinator,
this is a good step for-
ward.

The Library's first ever
Program Review is nearing
completion. The review
document has been sub-
mitted to the Vice Presi-
dent for Academic

Affairs and the external re-
viewers, who will visit the
campus in May.

The review document is
available on our website, if
anybody would like to
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take a look: (http://

www.cobleskill.edu/library/
Program Review.pdf).
Many thanks go to Peter
Barvoets for steering us
through this process.

April Davies will be pre-
senting a session entitled
"Jumping Out of the

Tree House Can be Good
For You: Catalogers (&
Other TS-Types) in
Non-Cataloging Roles" at
the SUNYLA annual confer-
ence in June.

In March, Gregg Kiehl at-
tended the two-day sym-
posium "Academic
Integrity: A New Look at
Law, Policy and Practice" in
Albany.

At their January meeting,
the college's Strategic
Planning Committee
elected April Davies as
their new chair. April has
served on the committee
since Fall 2002.

Fran Apollo received a
mini-grant from the Cul-
tural Diversity Committee
to purchase display posters
on various diversity
themes. The posters

will be used to improve the
quality of the displays
mounted in the library and
thus create a more vibrant
learning environment.

CORTLAND

Dan Harms,
harmsd@cortland.edu
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The Learning Commons at
SUNY Cortland is now open
to serve users. The Com-
mons is part of an exciting
new initiative at Memorial
Library to bring together
resources for students,
faculty and staff to aid
them in teaching and
learning. At this time, the
reference desk has been
moved to the first floor,
new workstations have
been installed, and multi-
media rooms dedicated to
audio and visual projects
are being completed.

Ellen McCabe received a
UUP Individual Develop-
ment Award. It is being
used to supplement fund-
ing for transportation costs
to a training session for
the American Library Asso-
ciation's “Let's Talk About
It grant on Jewish litera-
ture.”

Gretchen Herrmann pre-
sented a paper titled
"Magic Money: Garage
Sale Money and Ithaca
Barter Currency as Special
Money" at the meetings for
the Society for Applied An-
thropology in Vancouver,
BC, 3/27-4/2. The paper
treats themes related to
the use of money in these
two venues of the alterna-
tive economy.

Marc Wildman presented
three workshops, "MARC
Cataloging” for SUNY
Oswego, and “Weeding:
Collection Development’s
Evil Twin” for South Cen-
tral Regional Library Coun-
cil (SCRLC) in January. He
also presented “Managing

Serials” for SCRLC in April.

Marc Wildman attended
“Funding Our Digital Fu-
ture: Budgeting for Librar-
ies & Scholarly Communi-
cation” sponsored by Bing-
hamton University Librar-
ies.

Three librarians Ellen
McCabe, Dave Ritchie
and Marc Wildman trav-
eled to Albany on March
14 for Librarians Advo-
cacy Day to lobby on be-
half of SUNY libraries.

Dan Harms presented a
paper, “Plagiarism, Pub-
lishing, and the Academy,”
at the conference
“Academic Integrity - A
New Look at Law, Policy,
and Practice,” in Albany,
NY on March 23-24.

ESF

Linda M. Galloway
Imgalloway@esf.edu

Jane Verostek gave birth
to a beautiful baby girl, Mi-
nerva Ann Miller, on March
18, 2006 (her due date).
Minerva weighed 7 pounds
3 ounces and continues to
delight and amaze her par-
ents.

Anne G. Cherniak has
been appointed as a Refer-
ence Librarian during
Jane’s leave. Anne is a
MSLIS graduate student at
Syracuse University and
was an intern in Moon Li-
brary last fall. Anne gradu-



ates this spring and will be
moving to the Chicago
area.

The Friends of Moon Li-
brary (FOML) celebrated
their 20" Anniversary at
Moon Library on April 4,
2006. Attending the lively
party were some “original”
friends, college adminis-
trators, faculty, staff and
students. Book raffles
(including signed books by
ESF authors), refresh-
ments and fun ruled the
day! ESF Professor Jamie
Savage entertained the
crowd with original songs
inspired by the beauty of
the Adirondacks. Univer-
sity Police Officer Kevin J.
Reynolds is President of
FOML.

On April 13th the Moon Li-
brary's Fletcher Steele
Manuscript Collection
was enhanced by a one-

day visit of a contempo-
rary foot high Bird House
placed in amongst the stu-
dent study tables. The
original design, by the
Landscape Architect,
Fletcher Steele, was re-
interpreted by Karl Gold-
smith of Rochester, NY.
The standing wood object
was without resident birds,
but received faculty and
student admiration.

The College Archives
Committee has been ap-
pointed by Provost Bon-
garten. Dr. Sara Von-
hof, Faculty of Forest and
Natural Resources Man-
agement, is committee
chair. The committee will
begin work soon to guide
the mission of the College
Archives in preserving the
rare and unique items in
our collection.

“David Lyons, Provost Bruce Bongarten, Steve Kel-
ler, Frank Maraviglia, and President Neil Murphy
enjoying the FOML 20th Anniversary Celebration.”

FINGER
LAKES
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

Charlotte Cooper
coopercj@ficc.edu

Sarah Moon has joined
the staff. (She replaces
Michelle Eichelber-
ger.) Sarah comes to
FLCC from the Lyons
School District where she
was the elementary school
librarian. Prior to that

she was the circulation/
media clerk at our Library
while she was working on
her MLS. Sarah is also a
graduate of Finger Lakes
Community College and
was a student worker in
our periodicals dept. many
"moons" ago.

The Library Director has
been informed that the
College Administration
does not plan to fill the
vacant position of periodi-
cals clerk.

GENESEE
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

Nina Warren
ntwarren@genesee.edu

Award-winning author
Jennifer Donnelly visited
Genesee Community Col-
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lege on March 23, 2006 as
part of the fourth annual
“A Tale for Three Counties’
area-wide library reading
program. Partnering with
the Batavia Daily News
and public and school li-
braries of Genesee, Or-
leans and Wyoming coun-
ties, GCC participated for a
second year with great
success. Ms. Donnelly met
with the winners of our es-
say contest, had brunch
with college administra-
tors, and gave a presenta-
tion about the program’s
selection, A Northern
Light, to students, staff,
faculty and the commu-
nity. The line was long for
book signing and a quick
chat with the author, but
the crowd enjoyed the
time talking about the
presentation and enjoying
refreshments.

'’

Part-time Reference Li-
brarian Tracy Paradis
and Reading instructor
Sue Chiddy mentored
four outstanding student
volunteers through admin-
istering the successful “A
Tale for Three Counties”
project. GCC’s portion of
the event was funded in
part through a President’s
Innovation Award, and
provided 300 free books to
students, three book dis-
cussions and the author’s
visit.

The Library hosted its 5th
annual Student Poetry
Contest this spring. Thirty
students submitted a total
of 72 poems. At the
awards ceremony on April
6, the top poets read their
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poems and received con-
gratulatory certificates and
prizes donated by local
businesses. A record crowd
was in attendance, and the
event was covered by the
Batavia Daily News.

Nina Warren has been
appointed Point Person for
the Academic Probation
Recovery Initiative, a com-
ponent of the college-wide
Student Success to
Graduation initiative. Con-
sultant Teresa Farnum is
working with Genesee fac-
ulty, staff and administra-
tors on this multi-year pro-
ject to improve retention
and graduation rates.

GENESEO

Katherine Pitcher
pitcher@geneseo.edu

Tracy Paradis is the new
Reference/Instruction Li-
brarian, starting July 1,
2006. Tracy comes to
Geneseo from Genesee
Community College, where
she was a Reference & In-
struction Librarian.

Kate Pitcher is the new
Reference/Instruction &
Web Development Librar-
ian. She has worked at
Geneseo since 2002 as
Visiting Reference/
Instruction Librarian.

Donna Ayers has joined
the staff as our new Acqui-
sitions/Government Docu-
ments library clerk.

Kimberly Davies
(Reference/Instruction Li-
brarian), Dr. Ellen Kintz
(Dept. of Anthropology),
and student Lauren Hare
presented at WNY/ACRL
Spring Conference in Can-
andaigua, NY.

The Friends of Milne Li-
brary is planning a reunion
of alumni from the former
School of Library and In-
formation Science at SUNY
Geneseo on Sept. 30,
2006 in Geneseo. Chris
Dodge, Utne Magazine's
“Street Librarian,” will be
the guest speaker.

HERKIMER
COUNTY
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

Valerie Prescott
Prescotvh
@herkimer.edu

Susan Bissonnette is the
new Information Literacy/
Distance Learning Librar-
ian at Herkimer County
Community College. A
graduate of Simmons Col-
lege, Susan taught Infor-
mation Literacy and Tech-
nology courses as an ad-
junct instructor at Platts-
burgh State University.




HUDSON
VALLEY
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

Robert Matthews
matthrob@hvcc.edu

Trevor Oakley, a graphic
novel specialist and Teen
Services Librarian at the
Guilderland Public Library,
presented “"Comix: A Crash
Course” as part of the
“Voices: A Library Lecture
Series.” His presentation
provided an historical
overview of the develop-
ment of sequential art
from cave paintings to the
explosion of Asian comics.

Valerie Lang developed,
introduced, and teaches
two well-received courses
in the Criminal Justice cur-
riculum - Introduction to
Animal Law I and II. In
addition to these courses,
she has organized public
lectures and presentations
on the social and legal is-
sues related to animal cru-
elty.

Sadly, part-time reference
librarian Edward Menke
unexpectedly passed away
on March 20, 2006. His
presence, sense of humor,
and technical expertise will
be deeply missed by the li-
brarians and library staff.

u- —

MARITIME

Elizabeth Leschinsky
eleschinsky
@sunymaritime.edu

The Stephen B. Luce Li-
brary at SUNY Maritime
College is pleased to an-
nounce that it has received
a grant from the New York
Metropolitan Library Coun-
cil (METRO) to digitize a
subset of the Sailors’ Snug
Harbor archival collec-
tion. This grant was highly
competitive, and Luce Li-
brary is the only SUNY col-
lege library, and one of
only eight other leading
New York and Westchester
County area libraries, that
received funding. The Sail-
ors’ Snug Harbor, a Staten
Island-based institution for
retired sailors, was
founded in 1801 and is
considered the most
unique and interesting or-
ganization in the maritime
community. In 1976, Luce
Library acquired the infor-
mation archives of this in-
stitution. The METRO
grant-funded project, Digi-
tizing the Sailors’ Snug
Harbor Archival Records,
involves digitizing approxi-
mately 500 pages of docu-
ments from the Sailors’
Snug Harbor collection and
making them available via
a searchable web inter-
face.

CONTENTdm, the premier
digital collection manage-
ment software, will be
used to store, manage,
and deliver the digital
documents as a cohesive,

searchable web collec-
tion. For each document,
appropriate metadata,
which is information that
characterizes and de-
scribes the document, will
be created to facilitate ba-
sic and advanced keyword
searching via the web in-
terface. The end product
of this project will be a
useful and readily accessi-
ble research tool for stu-
dents and scholars in the
field. It will also serve as
a significant outreach tool
that illustrates the rich his-
torical contents in the ar-
chives of the Stephen B.
Luce Library, at SUNY
Maritime College. METRO's
digitization program is
supported in part by Fed-
eral Library Services and
Technology Act funds,
awarded to the New York
State Library by the Fed-
eral Institute of Museum
and Library Services and
by funds from the New
York State Regional Biblio-
graphic Databases Pro-
gram. The Metropolitan
New York Library Council
(METRO) is a consortium
of more than 270 aca-
demic, special, hospital,
museum, public and school
libraries in the five bor-
oughs of New York City
and Westchester County.
For more information on
the "“Digital Metro New
York” grant program and
press release go to:
http://www.metro.org/dig/

dmny.html.

SUNY Maritime College has
attracted broad recogni-
tion as a national leader in
maritime education. U.S
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News and World Report
ranked its engineering pro-
grams among the best in
the nation, and the Great
College for the Real World
awarded Maritime College
its exclusive five-star rat-
ing. The College has re-
ceived U.S Navy qualifica-
tion to educate enlisted
nuclear engineers, and it
has been nationally recog-
nized as an ABET
(Accreditation Board for
Engineering and Technol-
ogy) institution. Maritime
College’s graduating
classes enjoy a 100% suc-
cess rate in obtaining posi-
tions that garner above
average salaries. The old-
est and largest maritime
school in the country,
SUNY Maritime College is a
four-year college located
at historic Fort Schuyler in
Throgs Neck, New York.
SUNY Maritime offers un-
dergraduate degree pro-
grams in Engineering,
Business Administration/
Marine Transportation, Ma-
rine Environmental Sci-
ence, Humanities, Interna-
tional Transportation and
Trade, and a Master’s de-
gree in International
Transportation Manage-
ment. Maritime students
pursuing their Coast Guard
license participate in three
Summer Sea Terms
aboard Empire State VI
and visit numerous inter-
national ports of call.
SUNY Maritime College is
home to the only Navy Re-
serve Officer Training
Corps (NROTC) unit in New
York City.

Ms. Lori Gluckman will
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join the Stephen B. Luce
Library's staff May 8th,
2006, as the Head of Tech-
nical Services and Collec-
tion Development. Ms.
Gluckman is a graduate of
the Queens College Gradu-
ate Library School (class of
2005). She also holds a
Masters in Health Admini-
stration from Hofstra Uni-
versity.

MONROE
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

Michael McCullough
mmccullough
@monroecc.edu

The Libraries’ Public Pro-
gramming Committee
sponsored several exciting
events over the spring
2006 semester. To begin
the semester, in February
the LVG Library hosted an
art lecture by one of the
college's faculty members,
in which she overviewed
her life's journey as an
artist and reviewed many
of her sculptural pieces.

In March, the LVG Library
hosted two lectures on Na-
tive American culture, one
examining the academic
issues surrounding the Iro-
quois creation story and
the other on the art of Na-
tive American storytelling.
We also hosted a book dis-
cussion of First Person,
First Peoples, edited by
Andrew Garrod and Col-

leen Larimore, about the
Native American Program
at Dartmouth College. Li-
brary staff also led a book
discussion entitled “If All of
Rochester Read the Same
Book...” Name All the Ani-
mals by Alison Smith was
chosen. An expert lectured
on the grief process to tie
together the major themes
of the book.

We celebrated April, Na-
tional Poetry Month, with
the Library Poetry Wall
project. The college com-
munity was encouraged to
write poems on catalog
cards and post them on
the Poetry Wall.

Finally, in May, we un-
veiled the Library Mural.
Our committee worked
with several art students
over the semester on the
creation of a mural for the
LVG Library’s main floor.
The students received
practicum credit and we
received a colorful mural
to enjoy in the Library!

Ann Penwarden was pro-
moted from Associate Pro-
fessor to Professor.

Lori Annesi, Pam Cza-
jak, Charlene Rezabek
and Mary Timmons re-
ceived tenure and were
promoted from Instructors
to Assistant Professors.

Mary Timmons, a mem-
ber of CJCLS (Community
and Junior Colleges Librar-
ies Section of ALA) was
named to two committees:
the Awards and Nominat-
ing committees.



Eric Johannisson, Ar-
chives and Records Man-
agement, received a MCC
Foundation grant to com-
plete work on the digitiza-
tion of the MCC yearbook.

MORRIS-
VILLE

Bill Drew
Drewwe
@morrisville.edu

John Schuster, Instruc-
tional Services Librarian,
taught a 200 level course
(PHI 201) this semester.
The course is a survey
course that is exploring
metaphysics, epistemol-
ogy, and philosophy of
mind. The students are ex-
posed to a broad range of
readings in philosophy,
from the pre-Socratics to
contemporary writings in
theories of consciousness
and philosophy of mind.
John also participates in a
reading group made up of
local Syracuse area neu-
rologists and physicians
who share similar interests

in the field of philosophy of

mind, medicine and
philosophy.

Bill Drew is now serving
as a volunteer moderator
and community forum edi-
tor for WebJunction
(www.webjunction.org)
He has also been busy
compiling many bibliogra-
phies for new course and
program proposals as Mor-
risville creates more four-
year programs.

NASSAU
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

Linda Gorman
gormanl@ncc.edu

Lori Cimino, Reference Li-
brarian, has been inducted
into Pi Sigma Alpha, the
National Political Science
Honor Society. In May, Lori
received her M.A. in Politi-
cal Science/International
Relations from the C.W
Post Campus of Long Is-
land University and was
the proud recipient of the
Alvin C.W. Bahnsen Award
in Political Science.

Media Librarian Gerry Lei-
bowitz received a Faculty
Recognition Award from
the Academic Senate Liai-
son Committee for Stu-
dents with Disabilities for
“demonstrating commit-
ment and dedication to
teaching students with dis-
abilities.”

GERRY LEIBOWITZ
(center)

The A. Holly Patterson Li-
brary proudly announces
the promotion of Linda M.
Gorman and Ken Bella-
fiore to Associate Profes-
sor. Their promotions will

go into effect in September
2006. Congratulations to
both librarians for their
hard work.

NEW PALTZ

Susan Kraats
kraats@newpaltz.edu

Sojourner Truth Library
celebrated the fifth annual
observance of National Li-
brary Week at New Paltz,
with a READ poster exhibit,
an African Studies exhibit,
authors’ panel discussion,
vendor demonstrations,
prizes, contests, and a se-
ries of arts events. EDGAR
recipients and nominees
Steve Hamilton, Laura
Lippman, and Alison
Gaylin, along with soon-
to-be-published mystery
author Marshall Karp,
participated in a Mystery
Writers Discussion, moder-
ated by author Michele
Slung. This year’s READ
posters featured New Paltz
student organization mem-
bers, who were photo-
graphed by Morgan
Gwenwald. Darlene
Alessi led a fundraiser by
selling gel bracelets to help
rebuild the print collections
at the Leonard Washington
Memorial Library, Southern
University at New Orleans.
The library career table or-
ganized by Megan Coder
and Steve Macaluso fea-
tured materials from many
degree-granting institu-
tions and attracted interest
throughout the week.
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MEGAN CODER

Other NLW events included
vendor demonstrations,
noon-time arts events, an
African Studies exhibit,
door prizes, contests, and
donations for the semi-
annual book sale, storytel-
ling by Steve Macaluso,
and an evening of poetry,
storytelling, and music at
Café New Paltz.

A campus-wide celebration
of National Library Week
began in 2002 under the
leadership of Barbara
Petruzzelli, who chaired
the event until her depar-
ture. Susan Kraat served
as this year’s NLW Chair.
Past celebrations have fea-
tured pop-up books, pan-
els on librarianship as a
career, visits by children’s
authors and illustrators,
small press publishers,
and more.
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‘ 1
MYSTERY PANEL

Morgan Gwenwald or-
ganized Books by New
Paltz Faculty, a spring ex-
hibit of recently published
faculty works, which in-
cluded a copy of each
book, along with a photo
of the author. Susan
Kraat was featured with
Relationships Between
Teaching Faculty and
Teaching Librarians.

Corinne Nyquist has
been named to the ALA In-
terlibrary Loan Code Revi-
sion Subcommittee. This
group will be reviewing the
national ILL code.

ONEONTA

Heather Heyduk
heydukh@oneonta.edu

Pam Tausta retired from

her position as Reference

Librarian at the end of De-
cember.

Michael DelLaire was
hired as the library’s new
technical support person.

Heather Heyduk was
hired as the new Catalog-
ing and Archives Librarian.

On April 12, library staff
participated in a staff de-
velopment workshop on
stress management at Col-
lege Camp. Dale Ca-
pristo, Student Develop-
ment Associate in the
Wellness Program, opened
with an overview of stress
and its management. Dale
was followed by Michele
Pearsall, an adjunct in-
structor in physical educa-
tion. Michele's presenta-
tion covered physical fit-
ness and stress manage-
ment through nutrition,
exercise & yoga as stress
management tools.

Several librarians partici-
pated in the Sixth Annual
Faculty Research Show.
Nancy Cannon presented
“Voice of the People: Daily
Life in the Antebellum Ru-
ral Delaware County” with
history professor William
Simons. Heather Hey-
duk, Michelle Hendley,
and Mary Lynn Bensen
presented a diverse selec-
tion of archival materials
in their display, “Reaching
into the Past...Shaping the
Future.”

This summer the library
will be bustling with major
projects such as the con-
struction of a café, re-
carpeting, and roof work.
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OPTOMETRY

Kadri Niider
kniider@sunyopt.edu

Elaine Wells, the Library
Director, is offering person-
alized training in PubMed
and in setting up RSS
Feeds to faculty, students,
and staff.

Elaine Wells also gave two
sessions of the workshop
“Research Strategies for
Legislative Aides,” featuring
the NOVEL databases, in
conjunction with the Metro-
politan New York Library
Council

OSWEGO

Karen Shockey
shockey@oswego.edu

Michelle Parry co-
presented with Ed Riven-
burg and Mark Sullivan at
OCLC's March 2006 ILLiad
International Conference
regarding the IDS project.
The presentation was enti-
tled, "Putting Some Science
into Library Science: Build-
ing a Multi-college Resource
Sharing System using Per-
formance Standards, IL-
Liad, and Graphical Trans-
action Analysis Tools."

Barbara Shaffer, Educa-
tion Librarian, and Faith
Maina, faculty member in
the Curriculum and Instruc-
tion Department, have co-

authored the article
"Collaboration in Online
Teaching: Library Instruc-
tion and Education
Research." This research
report was published in the
spring 2006 issue of the
Journal of Online Interac-
tive Learning (http://
www.ncolr.org/

jiol). Barbara and Faith
have collaborated for

five years in presenting li-
brary instruction to online
graduate students, and
their research addresses
student satisfaction with
this model.

POTSDAM

Marianne Hebert
hebertm@potsdam.edu

SUNY Potsdam Crumb
Library will be closed for
several weeks this summer
for asbestos abatement.
The Library will close on
June 13th and will re-open
immediately prior to the
Fall semester. Library ser-
vices will be available at
Crane Library. ILL lending
services will be suspended
definitely during June and
July and possibly during
August.

Edward Komara will be
receiving formal recognition
from the Blues Foundation
of Memphis. The Founda-
tion will be inducting into
its Blues Hall of Fame two
works of blues music schol-
arship that he contributed
to: Chasin' That Devil Mu-

sic, a volume of Mississippi
blues research by Gayle
Dean Wardlow; and
Screamin' and Hollerin' The
Blues: The Worlds of Char-
ley Patton, a 7-CD reissue
of Mississippi Delta blues
music. Mr. Komara edited
and provided an introduc-
tion to the 1998 Wardlow
book, and he wrote an es-
say with several appendices
and a discography for the
2001 Patton box set. He
will attend the Foundation
ceremony in Memphis on
May 10.

Jane Subramanian was
elected President of the St.
Lawrence County Historical
Association and began her
term on January 1st. She
chaired the Best of Chap-
ters Competition Session at
Music Library Association's
conference in Memphis on
February 25th. She served
as grant reviewer for the
New York State Archives
Documentary Heritage Pro-
gram the end of March, and
also gave a guest lecture to
the Information Processing
graduate class at University
at Albany's Information
Studies Department on
March 30th.

SUNY Potsdam College
Libraries have opened
their inaugural collection in
the "DSpace at SUNY" re-
pository. All Masters theses
produced by graduating
students will be electroni-
cally archived from Fall
2005 forward. Outreach will
begin in Fall 2006 as we
look to add collections of
locally published journals,
faculty publications, im-
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ages, and unique campus
resources.

PURCHASE

Leah Massar
Leah.Massar
@purchase.edu

After 29 years at the Pur-
chase College Library, Cir-
culation Supervisor Laila
Shaath retired at the end
of April. We will miss Laila
very much, and we wish
her all the best.

Art Librarian Joy Ke-
stenbaum co-curated an
exhibition called the Artist
and the Book at the Pelham
Art Center in Pelham,

NY. The exhibition ran from
March 10 to April 22 and
featured works from more
than 25 artists. Additional
works also were on view at
the Pelham Public Li-
brary. The exhibition ex-
plored “the variety and di-
versity of the artist's en-
gagement with the book.”
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SCHENEC-
TADY
COUNTY
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

Caroline A. Laier
Laierca
@gw.sunysccc.edu

We are sad to report that
Ed Menke, part-time Ref-
erence Librarian at the col-
lege, passed away suddenly
in March. Ed’s contribu-
tions to the college commu-
nity were numerous, and
he will be remembered by
all who knew him as a kind
soul, and a good friend. Re-
cently Ed played a key role
in bringing about the virtual
reference cooperative be-
tween SCCC and Hudson
Valley Community College,
where he also worked part-
time. He is missed by all.

We have hired three new
part-time librarians;
Heather Shalhoub is our
new Reference / Web Li-
brarian, and Tina Kiernan
and Deborah Ubriaco are
our new part-time Refer-
ence Librarians. We are
very pleased to have these
three professionals join our
staff.

Miriam Gilboord, who has
been interning with us this
semester, will be graduat-
ing with her MSIS from the
University at Albany this
May. We wish Miriam the
best of luck in her future

endeavors.

Carrie Laier, Public Ser-
vices Librarian, has been
elected SCCC's delegate to
the Faculty Council of Com-
munity Colleges.

David Moore, Technical
Services & Systems Librar-
ian, published an article ti-
tled "Biz of Acq: Bottom
Feeding for Books: A Dual
Strategy.” The article pre-
sents a multi-year study
that compares cost and cir-
culation of print books pur-
chased through various
methods. It is in the De-
cember 2005-January 2006
issue of Against the Grain.

STONY
BROOK

Elizabeth M.
Geoghegan

Egeoghe
@notes.cc.sunysb.edu

Karen Kostner, Computer
Science Librarian and
Aimee de Chambeau,
Digital Resources Librarian,
attended the regional Rein-
vention Center Meeting in
New York City on March.
3rd. The Reinvention Cen-
ter which is based at SBU
is dedicated to improving
undergraduate research at
research institutions. There
may be some good oppor-
tunities for libraries to con-
tribute to the enterprise.

John Andrus, Music Li-



brarian Cataloger attended
the Music OCLC user group
(MOUG) Annual meeting
Feb 21-22 2006 in Mem-
phis, Tennessee.

Question Point is now avail-
able all day and evening
long from the Main

Library Reference Desk.

Helen Volat, Head of the
Reference Department and
her husband Robert Har-
vey, a professor at Stony
Brook University, have writ-
ten a book "De I'exception
a la regle USA Patriot Act."
They were interviewed

on a national French televi-
sion in April regarding

the book.

Melville Library is now using
a blog format with available
RSS feeds to notify its pa-
trons of news announce-
ments, upcoming events,
and e-resources trials and
acquisitions. There is even
a special column to cover
interesting and often eso-
teric web resources. The
main area is The Screen
Porch, where visitors are
welcome to hang out to
hear about library news and
upcoming events. There is
a Screenings area where
folks are encouraged to
visit and learn about new
electronic resources that
are on trial or have been
recently acquired. For
something completely dif-
ferent there is Screen Play,
a column that explores
websites that go beyond
traditional library re-
sources.

You can get to The Screen

Porch directly http://
melvillelibrary.
blogspot.com/ or from the
library’s main homepage
http://sunysb.edu/~library/
index.html

STONY
BROOK
HEALTH
SCIENCES

Jeanne L. Galbraith
Jeanne.galbraith
@sunysb.edu

Informatics librarian Dar-
ren Chase recently re-
ceived his MLS from the
University at Buffalo School
of Informatics. His prior
academic experience in-
cludes work at the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi
as an Instructional Designer
and as Reading Room Su-
pervisor. Professionally
Darren has a wide range of
interests in collaborative
technology, open access,
multimedia information,
digital libraries and social
networking technology. In
addition to instruction and
reference duties Darren is
working on the library’s
web site and has introduced
our IM (Instant Messaging)
service.

Brooke Moos brought con-
siderable database admini-
stration skills to the Health
Sciences Library at Stony
Brook in her February 2006

transfer from the Office of
the Registrar on campus.
Although hired to work on
authority control in the
Aleph library management
system, Brooke’s early ori-
entation to working in a li-
brary environment quickly
turned into intensive Aleph
training to replace our de-
parting systems administra-
tor.

Eric Djiva Kamal, our
cherished Aleph systems
administrator for the past
five years, has accepted a
new position beginning
April 17, 2006. Eric will be
working for an employee-
owned company in Be-
thesda, Maryland, that con-
tracts services to the fed-
eral government, but his
daily worksite will actually
be the National Library of
Medicine. We wish him
well!

Computers in Libraries
turned out more than 100
people for the presentation
"Wikis in Action" on its
opening day, March 22,
2006 in Washington, D.C.
Staff from SUNY Bingham-
ton and Ohio State Univer-
sity shared the program
with Stony Brook HSC sys-
tems administrator Joseph
Balsamo and librarians
Mary Carmen Chimato
and Darren Chase who
presented our Intranet wiki.
Among the topics covered
were the rationale for se-
lecting the wiki platform for
collaborative communica-
tion, populating the menu,
and the advantages of the
WYSIWYG editing interface.
Take a look at the slide-
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show at URL: http://
ms.cc.sunysb.edu/
~dachase/wikisinaction.htm
for the presentation.

Starting March 31%, the li-
brary has an Instant Mes-
saging reference service,
IM A Librarian! Our web site
(http://
www.hsclib.sunysb.edu/im)
provides some background
information for users who
may be unfamiliar with IM
services and directs them
to register with any of the
three free IM services that
are supported using links to
AOL, MSN, or Yahoo. Li-
brarian Darren Chase de-
veloped a “"Do You IM?”
session for our weekly
Lunch Bytes noon hour
education program for us-
ers to become acquainted
with Instant Messaging in
general, as well as with our
new service.

Kathryn Machin, E-
Reserves Manager, received
a $1000.00Michael A. Maf-
fetone Community Service
Award grant for the Central
Islip Civic Council Food
Pantry. The grant award,
named for the former CEO
of Stony Brook University
Hospital, is used to pro-
mote university employee
involvement in community
service projects. Kathy is a
Board member of the Cen-
tral Islip Civic Council.

Associate Director Andrew
White was recognized for
his 18 years of employment
at Stony Brook University
at an annual service lunch-
eon in April.
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SUFFOLK

COMMUNITY

COLLEGE

Rebecca Turner
turnerr@sunysuffolk.edu

Effective September 1,
2006, Marya Shepherd
and Rebecca Turner have
been promoted to the rank
of Associate Professor and
Krista Gruber has been
promoted to the rank of As-
sistant Professor.

In February 2006, Penny
Bealle, Assistant Professor
of Library Services at the
Eastern Campus, presented
“Understanding Plagiarism
and Documenting Sources:
What Works?” at the mem-
bership meeting of the East
End Counselors Association.
In March 2006, she led a
SCCC faculty roundtable at
the Eastern Campus. Enti-
tled “Promoting Academic
Integrity,” it was co-
sponsored by the Teaching
and Learning Center, and
the Ad-Hoc Committee on
Academic Integrity. In June
2006, she will present at
SUNYLA 2006 Conference.
Her program will be co-
presented with an ESL fac-
ulty member, and is enti-
tled “ESL Students Need In-
formation Literacy to Suc-
ceed: Infused Library In-
struction Helps.”

In March 2006, Rebecca
Turner, Assistant Professor
of Library Services, and
Marya Shepherd, Assis-
tant Professor of Library

Services, presented the
workshop, “Check it Out:
Copyright, Plagiarism, and
the Library,” through the
Ammerman campus Teach-
ing and Learning Center.
The workshop dealt with
copyright issues in the
classroom and in the elec-
tronic environment. Partici-
pants learned about fair use
guidelines and how to apply
them to works used when
teaching. The second half
of the workshop was a re-
view of plagiarism tutorials
available to students and a
comparison of the strengths
and weaknesses of plagia-
rism detection software.

In March 2006, Jennifer
Farquhar, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Library Services,
presented the workshop,
“Genealogy on the Web,”
through the Ammerman
campus Teaching and
Learning Center. This work-
shop introduced some im-
portant genealogical web-
sites that help users locate
census records, family
trees, vital records, and can
put users in contact with
fellow researchers.

Jennifer Farquhar and
Joseph Vollaro, Assistant
Professor of Psychology, led
a discussion on academic
integrity at “Promoting Aca-
demic Integrity, A Faculty
Roundtable.” This event
was sponsored by the TLC
and the Ad-Hoc Academic
Integrity Committee of the
Ammerman campus. The
roundtable provided an op-
portunity to share ideas,
concerns, and options to
foster integrity in the class-



room. The exchange in-
cluded strategies for em-
bracing academic integrity.

Lisa Meléndez, Professor
of Library Services, has
written two articles in the
forthcoming Latinas in the
United States: A Historical
Encyclopedia (Indiana Uni-
versity Press, 2006). The
first is a biographical essay
on social worker and com-
munity activist Sonia Pala-
cio-Grottola, who was in-
strumental in defeating
English-only legislation in
Suffolk County. The second
piece highlights the Na-
tional Association of Puerto
Rican/Hispanic Social Work-
ers, Inc., an organization
which advocates for profes-
sional and paraprofessional
Latina/o social workers.

Sue DeMasi, Associate
Professor of Library Ser-
vices, wrote a Choice online
review for the book, The
Center for Public Integrity -
Investigative Journalism in
the Public Interest. Sue’s
review of the book, The
Death and Life of Drama:
Reflections on Writing and
Human Nature, appeared in
the February 2006 issue of
Choice. Sue has written two
video reviews that will be
published in an upcoming
issue of Library Journal that
relate to journalism, poli-
tics, and kayaking.

Shaun Gerien, Media Spe-
cialist at the Ammerman
campus, and a member of
the Board of Directors of
the NYS Associated Press
Broadcasters Association,
served as a judge for The

AP in March. Shaun is the
Long Island Producer/
Reporter for WSHU - NPR
News. He judged radio en-
tries from AP stations
across Florida for the 2006
Florida AP Media Awards.
Shaun manages the WSHU
- NPR News Bureau at Suf-
folk Community College in
Selden, NY.

Lisa Meléndez has been
granted a sabbatical for
Spring 2007 in order to cre-
ate an archive consisting of
oral histories and photo-
graphic images that give
voice to Latino/a immi-
grants in our community.
This special collection of
primary sources will be
housed in the library’s Long
Island Room as a resource
for related areas of re-
search and study. An edited
compilation will be made
available online through the
library’s homepage.

Deborah Provenzano, As-
sociate Professor of Library
Services at the Ammerman
campus, in conjunction with
Dr. Douglas Howard from
the English Department-
ment, organized the 6th
Annual Poetry Smackdown
which was held on April 19,
2006. The event, which is
generously supported by
the Office of Campus Activi-
ties, brought in a standing-
room-only crowd of stu-
dents, staff and faculty.
One of last year's contest-
ants has recently had his
work published.

Marya Shepherd, Assis-
tant Professor of Library
Services, is chairing an ALA

subcommittee of the Li-
brary Instruction Roundta-
ble that is charged with re-
viewing and updating the
Adult Learners Resource
Center web page.

Gerald Reminick, Profes-
sor of Library Services, was
the guest speaker at

the 2006 Long Island Am-
phibs Luncheon held on
April 27, 2006. Professor
Reminick spoke to the at-
tendees about the U.S.
Merchant Marine and the
books he has written on the
subject.

TOMPKINS-
CORTLAND
COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

David Lewis
lewisd@cunytcc.edu

Ann Sullivan has received
a sabbatical leave for the
spring 2007 semester. She
will be working on projects
related to plagiarism and
academic integrity.

Dave Lewis is serving on
the SUNY E-Resources Pro-
ject Evaluation Team as the
community college repre-
sentative. This team will
examine the current SUNY-
Connect electronic re-
sources and other available
electronic resources and
will make a recommenda-
tion to the SUNYConnect
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Advisory Committee.

Barbara Kobritz is work-
ing on an information liter-
acy poster session for
SCLD/SUNYLA. She is also
on the Middle States sub-
committee on information
literacy and is reviewing al-
ternative information liter-
acy standards.

Margaret Anderson is
working on ADA web site
compliance and assisting
with re-starting the campus
student newspaper that has
been dormant for a few
years.

Bill Demo was a member
of the Middle States
Evaluation Team that vis-
ited Bergen (NJ) Commu-
nity College from March 26-
29

Carolyn Tarpey D'Ac-
chioli will be leaving TC3
and relocating to Wisconsin
this summer. We are very
sorry to see her leave

All library staff are currently
working with architects on
the design of a Learning
Commons to be built as
part of a multi-year campus
master plan process.
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Larry Berk retired as Di-
rector of Library & Informa-
tion Services at the end of
March, 2006, after an ac-
tive tenure of more than 13
years with the Macdonald
De Witt Library. Under his
leadership the library
greatly increased its use of
automated databases, im-
plemented its first online
catalog, and was instru-
mental in bringing com-
puter networking to the col-
lege campus. Larry actively
participated on the board of
the local 3R's council, serv-
ing once as board presi-
dent. His campus activities
to bring more arts pro-
grams to the campus are
well-known in the local
community. It was through
his efforts that the college
now has an Artist-in-
Residence program, a Visit-
ing Artist series, the annual
Poetry Forum, and the Li-
brary Writers Series. In
recognition of his services
to the college, the Board of
Trustees conferred upon
him the status of Professor
Emeritus. We wish him well
in his retirement.

Kari Mack was promoted
to Director of Library Ser-
vices beginning October
2005. Her former position
as Associate Director of Li-
brary Services was subse-

quently eliminated.

Robin Walsh, Coordinator
of Information Literacy, is
contributing articles for a
regular column called "The
Library Corner" in the stu-
dent newspaper, recently
renamed The Slate.

Librarians researched infor-
mation about the people or
groups for whom college
campus buildings were
named to prepare an ex-
hibit titled "The Names Be-
hind the Buildings" in cele-
bration of National Library
Week. An opening reception
on April 3 included multi-
media presentations to pro-
mote the use of ArtStor and
PowerPoint, as well as ma-
terials from the library's
special collections.

Reference Librarian Cheri
Gerstung, hosted several
classes of local fourth grad-
ers from Marbletown Ele-
mentary School during the
college's spring break. Her
annual presentation at the
request of the school librar-
ian introduces the students
to the college library and
how to use the online cata-
log to locate books.

The annual Poetry Forum
on April 4 presented the
1994 Pulitzer Prize-winning
poet Yusef Komunyakaa
(Neon Vernacular: New &
Selected Poems, 1977-
1989). A noon-time presen-
tation allowed students and
faculty to speak with Mr.
Komunyakaa, while an eve-
ning reading attracted
many members of the Ul-



ster County community.

Robin Walsh, participating
with the SUNY Ulster Biol-
ogy Department, taught the
research module of Unit III:
Animal Health and its Rela-
tionship to Our World for
the Ulster County Coopera-
tive Extension Service. The
Biology Department has
hosted Units I and II in the
past, but Robin's participa-

tion allowed Unit III to be
offered for the first time.

Karen Carney and Lisa
Fabiano are reviewing ma-
terial and preparing staff of
the library and the college's
Learning Center for our May
migration to Aleph version
16.

Librarians continue to

be actively involved in cam-
pus committees. Kari Mack
represents the library on
the Campus Technology
Committee. Robin Walsh
serves on the Institutional
Animal Care and Use Com-
mittee. Karen Carney
represents the library on
the campus Banner Steer-
ing Committee and the
Banner Users Group.

Daniel F. Kissane

Memorial

Scholarship

Jennifer Dennis Potter, an MLS candidate at SUNY Buffalo, is the first recipient
of the Daniel F. Kissane Memorial Scholarship. The award provides financial as-
sistance for a library school student to attend our annual conference; its purpose
is to encourage involvement with SUNYLA and SUNY Libraries, as well as to pro-
vide professional growth opportunities to those entering the profession. Potter’s
winning essay, Strengthening our Library Communities: Looking Forward, Reach-
ing Out reflected our late colleague’s eye to the future and the changing role of
academic libraries.

Thank you to the Daniel F. Kissane Scholarship Committee for their hard work on
this project: Wendi Ackerman, Nancy Cannon, Charlotte Cooper, Bill Drew,
Colleen Lougen and David Ritchie. For more information on the scholarship,
please visit http://library.geneseo.edu/sunyla2006/dankissane.htm

Alice Harrington
aharrington@monroecc.edu
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