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New Century Libraries

By Julie Walsh, SUNYLA President

"I seldom think of politics more than 18 hours a day."
--Lyndon B. Johnson in
A Guide to the 99th Congress, 1985

It's that time of year, when the state legislators reconvene
(behind closed doors?) to hammer out the state's budget
for the new fiscal year. We who work within the SUNY
system are well aware that the budget is due April 1st (a
measurable assessment of state government efficiency?)
and so it is crunch time for those who want their voices
heard.
What do we want?
There is currently major legislation in support of New
York State libraries entitled "New Century Libraries."
This legislation was developed with librarian input and it
exists as an offshoot from the Regents Commission on
Libraries report. According to State Librarian Janet
Welch, proponents of the New Century Libraries
legislation have received hearings before the State
Finance Committee chair and the Governor's office. To
those who have represented past library legislation, this
level of audience is unprecedented, and is considered a
positive development.
The Legislation
If passed at its proposed funding levels, New Century
Libraries could provide $5M annually to statewide
electronic services (databases) for all New York libraries.
Additional proposed funding for statewide academic and
research libraries is also included in the funding proposal,
to be distributed through the 3Rs. There is no guarantee
that the proposed funding would benefit SUNY libraries
directly, but if it passes, it will be additional statesupported funding (not LSTA grant-funded) monies to
support access to services. If passed, at the very least, it
would provide a stable base of general all-purpose
electronic resources.
Zero-sum or zero-some?
If we don't support this legislative initiative, what
other positive funding avenues exist this year for the
development of SUNY libraries? Is not SOME library
funding better than NO library funding? Would we be

In This Issue:

Aleph Migration: p. 2
Sylvia Chu Winners: p. 10

better able to focus on our academic needs if funding for
general databases were covered through this initiative?
The fact is, we (SUNY) don't have pending library
legislation that is uniquely devoted to supporting SUNY
libraries that we can turn to and support. The doors to the
Chancellor's office or the Provost's office are just as
available as they have been.
Ripley's Believe it or Not
Just to let you know what the legislation is up against, at
the hearing before the State Finance Chair, he voiced a
concern that funding for statewide purchases for
electronic resources would be equivalent to censorship
(don't shoot the messenger!). Yes, censorship. Just how
funding that would increase digital, electronic LOCAL
access to either previously unpurchased or physically
limiting print materials that would allow purchasing
efficiencies of scale could amount to censorship is an
argument we can win--if we speak up. The real
censorship occurs when the state does not fund its
libraries.
Win-win
Put your mouth where the money is. Call or write your
local legislator, the State Finance Committee and the
Governor to support New Century Libraries. If the
legislation does pass, it will surely benefit us in some
way: perhaps new electronic databases; or the benefit of
verifying libraries as a political warm fuzzy; a validation of
the need for legislative library funding support. It's a
momentum we cannot afford to lose. If the legislation
does NOT pass, it's an open door for SUNYLA to
highlight to the Provost and the Chancellor that SUNY
administration cannot rely on the legislature for our own
SUNY constituent needs-- that action needs to be taken
by US, for US.
Future
New Century Libraries may not be the perfect plan for
SUNY library funding. But let's support the legislation and
let's educate our legislators and elected officials to the
benefits of supporting New York State libraries. No matter
the outcome, it puts SUNYLA in a position that gives us
some credibility and opportunities for the future.
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Aleph Migration – The Inside Story

by Jim Coan, SUNY Oneonta

The SUNY Fredonia Library is in the process of
bringing up the new Aleph system. During their
migration, Director Randy Gadikian and Vince
Courtney have taken the time to answer a few
questions in order to give other SUNY libraries
some valuable information on their experiences
working with the new ALEPH 500 system from
ExLibris.
What library system are you currently running?
We are currently running a PALS system on a UNISYS 2200,
we will be pulling the plug on the 2200 at the end of January.
PALS has been in use at Fredonia for approximately 10 years.
We will be going live with ALEPH on January 12th.

How has the new migration project been
organized?
Vince Courtney is heading up our conversion project, with
able assistance from Katie Loomis. Many library staff are
involved in training at this moment.

What are you doing first?
The first thing one has to do is make sure you can get good
data out of your present system. We were lucky. PALS
Support staff have been knowing that PALS was "going
away" for some time, and have developed good "export"
programs. The hardest thing I had to do was determine how
much size I needed to run a report with 30 separate data
elements for items that wouldn't "blow up" when it came to
constructing the output file. 290,000 X 30 = a lot of data!
We pulled all of our items information out in fourteen
separate runs.
The bibliographic data was easy in comparison. We started
with identifying a test subset of bibliographic data. Because
we felt the most problems would be with serials and music,
we included most of those areas, and selected records from
all other collections. Ex Libris decided that we needed to
pull all items because in PALS we found it extremely
cumbersome to search out specific item records to match our
test bib data, and item data is critical to all of Aleph's
functionalities (PALS items have item, holdings, extensive
notes, and reserve data fields).
We pulled all serials records, and all patron records, simply
because they were small files (in comparison). We took all
of our acquisitions records from a stand-alone BibBase
application we use. (That will help other SUNY units who
also use BibBase.) That was the first phase. Then we had
to do it all over again, except with all records for our "fullload".
We are currently evaluating all of our data in
preparation for our final load, which in our case is going to be

only items and serial records with any activity since Nov. 30,
2000.

Which module are you working on as a starting
point?
Aleph is totally integrated, so the bib records go first.
Everything else is built from the bib record. We aren't
working on a module-by-module basis... we are working on
an Aleph basis... as soon as we get the necessary information
in a module, it is made available for evaluation.

What has been the most difficult part of the
project?
Fear of the unknown! Literally. The filenames in Aleph are
so generic that one doesn't really have any idea of which files
do what.
Training helps alleviate some of that
squeamishness, but believe me, the first time you are to work
on a table (me) or on a web page setup (Katie Loomis) a bit
of panic sets in. For me it was: "Where do I start!?!? There
are so many places to check!!" After a half-day of panic, and
an email reassurance from ExLibris's very capable
implementation staff (not to mention the trainers we have
met over ten training sessions (most of two days each)), we
started and haven't had a bad moment since! It's literally
been akin to "being shot out of a cannon" here at Fredonia,
and the implementation team is loving every minute. The
rest of the staff is still jittery, though, but that is going away,
as well.

What hardware are they running the new system
on during the migration?
The hardware is at UB, as far as the server is concerned.
They are using SUN equipment. We have a variety of PCs
that we are using, some older 300mhz machines, up to some
brand new Windows2000 beauties. There were some scary
times when the test servers weren't coming as quickly as
everyone wanted, but the server was put together (literally) in
about 2 or 3 days, and the software loaded fairly quickly, and
Ex Libris then was able to load their software in about 1 day.
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Are the item records (circulation records, holdings
data), and location information being transferred
from the previous database?
Yes, the ExLibris staff are very capable and can map over just
about any data. Ex Libris's technical staff can do wonders,
and they can do it QUICKLY. We've had some minor
problems with some of our data, and BINGO, just talk to
Galen Charlton, and he has a method of getting it right, even
before the conversation is ended. Ex Libris has some very
good people working for us.

When is the target date to bring up the new
system?
January 12, 2001. We fell a bit behind. It is now Jan. 22.
However, our OPAC will be available this afternoon, even
though it is a work in progress. We have invited feedback
from our users as they work. Our schedule didn't allow us
much time for playing around with the web pages as they
came out of the "box", but we have adopted much of
McGill's help (with their permission), which we felt gave
excellent information to web OPAC users. We plan on
bringing it up at the beginning of the spring semester.
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Is there going to be a time of running the new and
old systems concurrently?
We do not anticipate parallel operations. We are running
parallel right now only because we are comparing data from
PALS to Aleph. Staff are using PALS right now, and will
switch to Aleph as soon as we go "live". PALS will not be
used after that.

What advice do you have for other SUNY
institutions that will be working on a migration to
the Aleph system?
Learn from the experiences of those whom have already
undergone a conversion. Work closely with the ExLibris
staff and with the SUNYConnect crew, they are all good
people. Ask questions! ALEPH500 is capable of doing
many things we may not be familiar with at this time. The
ExLibris staff is very capable and has a great deal of
knowledge in how to apply the product to a database. Strive
to maintain a sense of humor. Don't be daunted by the table
work! Once you do one or two, and you know where to
look for details (both in the tables, and the Database
Management Guide ) you'll know that all that worry wasn't
really necessary.

OLIS wants YOU!!!!
Like the Marines, the Office of Library and Information Services, with input from SUNYLA, is looking for a few
good men and women who would like to participate in developing the SUNY system for the new millennium!
Three working groups will review the options, establish standards, and provide operation guidance for the
development of the consortial components of the SUNYConnect initiative.
If you have knowledge of library systems and know what you both like and don’t like about your current system or
any other system you may have used, SUNY can use your experience.
Target dates for establishing the groups are:
January 2001 - Data Management Working Group
February 2001 - Access Management Working Group
February 2001 - Systems Management Working Group
More details are available at: http://www.sunyconnect.suny.edu/aleph/lmswork.htm.
But you say you don’t have the time for all that travel? Most of the work of these groups will be done via e-mail,
conference call, or other electronic means. OLIS wants your brain power and your input.
Applications for Data Management Working Group are being accepted now. Send volunteer statements to:
Julie A. Wash, Distance/Collaborative Learning Librarian,
Monroe Community College, Rochester NY 14623
or by e-mail: Jwash@monroecc.edu.
Also, Maggie Horn at OLIS [518-443-5564 (hornma@sysadm.suny.edu)] would be most happy to speak with you.
These are exciting times … help us build an exciting system!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Calling all Associate Members!
The Membership Development Committee has
recently created a web page that describes what a
SUNYLA membership will offer new and existing
members. We believe that this document will serve as
a starting point for library staff considering joining and
a reminder of certain facts, like dues, membership
period, and grant opportunities, for continuing
members. Links to the membership form, Sylvia Chu
Scholarship application form, and the SUNYLA
Professional Development Grants Program are
available from the membership page.
The new web page was initially designed out of our
efforts to recruit new members in the Associate
category. We would like to encourage all SUNYLA
members to spread the word of the new associate
membership category to library staff at non-SUNY
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institutions, library school students, and retired SUNY
library staff who may be interested in joining our
organization. We already have one associate member
who has recently signed up. How many more can we
attract?
The Membership Development Committee web page is
currently located at:
http://library.geneseo.edu/~davies/MDC.htm
and will be accessible from the SUNYLA homepage:
http://www.albany.edu/library/sunyla/.
As committee chair, I would like to extend an extra
special thanks to Adrienne Furness of Genesee
Community College who created the site and Linda
Whang who designed our committee logo.
Kim Davies
Chair, Membership Development Committee

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Campus News
Adirondack
Joyce Miller
Millerja@acc.sunyacc.edu
Staff News:
Each of the four full-time ACC
librarians represents the Library
Division on a campus-wide standing
committee:
reference
librarian
Walter Hagen is on the Professional
Recognition
Committee;
Library
Division chair and systems librarian
Teresa Ronning is on Instructional
Affairs. Reference and instruction
librarian Joyce Miller co-chairs the
campus’ Professional Development
Committee. Reference and media
librarian David Ofiara is the library
representative on Student Affairs.
The English Division has agreed to
introduce several information literacy
competencies in ENG101, the writing
course required of all ACC students.
The course will emphasize the
research
process
in
their
assignments, working with librarians.
Results from an ENG101 information
skills pre-test in September will be
compared to post-test results done in
December to see which skills need
more emphasis.
The ACC Library again offered
reference appointments during the
peak time for researching papers,
from November 13 to December 8.
Students sign up for this service on a

schedule at the circulation desk and
fill out a sheet describing their
assignments and any research
roadblocks. During the one-to-one
session, the librarian guides the
student
through
the
research
process, customizing the resources
to the student’s assignment. The
librarian may also refer the student
to other campus resources, such as
the Center for Reading and Writing.
The reference service, started last
fall, has been very popular among
students and was well promoted by
ACC faculty in all subject areas.

Albany
Timothy Gatti
tgatti@csc.albany.edu
Staff News:
Laura Cohen has been awarded a
UUP Special Projects Fund leave to
acquire skills as a Web server
administrator in conjunction with the
launching of Web servers in the
University at Albany Libraries.
Grants:
The M.E. Grenander Department of
Special Collections and Archives,
University at Albany, has received a
grant of $8,392 as part of the
cooperative Harry Van Ardsdale Jr.
Labor History Project. Other Project
participants are the Robert F.
Wagner Labor Archives at New York

University and the Kheel Center for
Labor-Management Documentation
and Archives at Cornell University.
These legislative funds will be used
to acquire and process labor
organization records in the Greater
Capital Region.
The M.E. Grenander Department of
Special Collections and Archives,
University at Albany, has received
another $15,000 donation from
Marcia Brown for the Marcia J.
Brown Library Fund, bringing her
donations to date to $90,500. This
fund supports the organization,
processing and access to Ms
Brown's papers (over 82 cubic feet)
documenting her life's work as a
Caldecott Award winning children's
picture book illustrator and author.
The funds also support other work of
the Grenander Department.
Publications:
Brustman, Mary Jane and Barbara
Kemp. "Finding Criminology and
Criminal Justice Journal Literature: A
Comparison
and
Analysis
of
Selected Indexing and Abstracting
Services." Journal of Criminal Justice
Education 11(2):371-382, Fall 2000.
Professional Activities:
Carol Anne Germain gave the
following two presentations:
NYLA Annual Conference, Saratoga,
NY. "Getting Those Dammed Feet in
the Library." November 1-3, 2000.
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With Bruce Robertson. NYLA
Annual Conference, Saratoga, NY.
"Using the Data From Survey to
Action." November 1-3, 2000.
Carol Anne Germain has also been
voted in as the vice president
/president elect of the Academic &
Special Libraries section of NYLA

Alfred Tech
Barbara Griel
greilbj@asc.alfredtech.edu
Alfred archivists, curators, historians
and librarians are participating in an
effort to persuade the NYS
Legislature to include $7 Million in
the next executive budget for
Rediscovering New York History and
Culture.
This effort has been
spearheaded by Galen Brooks,
Acting Curator of the Western New
York Historical Collection, after he
attended a regional hearing of the
State Historic Records Advisory
Board held in Rochester last
September

Brockport
Jennifer Quigley
jquigley@brockport.edu
Staff News:
Jennifer Quigley has accepted an
additional position as Coordinator of
the Information Literacy Project at
the Rochester Regional Library
Council. The Council has obtained
a grant to study Information Literacy
at all types of libraries, and Jennifer
will be directing this study.
Eileen O’Hara, former Head of
Circulation, has accepted the newly
created position of Information
Literacy Librarian.
Other News:
The Library has a self-study
underway
for
Middle
States
Accreditation in 2002. A survey of
faculty and staff is being conducted
along with intensive collection
assessment.

Broome Community
College
Karen Pitcher
PITCHER_K@mail.sunybroome.edu
Deborah Spanfelner, Coordinator of
the Library and Information Literacy

Program, will be on sabbatical during
the Spring 2001 semester. She will
be taking courses and conducting
research at the Centre d'Etudes
Feminines, Universite Paris 8, SaintDenis. Debbie is working on a
doctoral degree in Comparative
Literature at Binghamton University.

Buffalo State
Ellie Munn
munnet@bscmail.BuffaloState.edu
Andy Dutcher, Interim Systems
Librarian, and Maureen Lindstrom,
Electronic Services Librarian, coauthored
an
article
entitled
"Partnering to Provide Quality Print
Services in an Academic Library,"
about the campus relationships
developed to implement PrintChoice,
the library's networked laser printing
service. The article will appear in the
January 2001 issue of Computers in
Libraries.
Musa
Abdul
Hakim,
Senior
Assistant Librarian, is curator of the
African-American
History
Month
Exhibit at E. H. Butler Library. On
exhibit is "Bamboozled: Arabic
Scholarship in Pre-Colonial West
Africa" and "The Diaspora and
Reflections and Images from Elmina
and Cape Coast Slave Castles."
Reception and grand opening take
place February 9, 2001. Lectures
and workshops are scheduled for
each of the following two Saturdays.
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De la Tierra, Tatiana. "Blood on the
Roses." Flyway Literary Review.
5(3): Spring 2000
De la Tierra, Tatiana. "Coming Out
and Creating Queer Awareness in
the Classroom: An Approach from
the US-Mexican Border." Lesbian
and Gay Studies and the Teaching
of English: Positions, Pedagogies,
and Cultural Politics. Ed. William
Spurlin. Urbana, IL: National Council
of Teachers of English. 2000.
Professional Activities:
Eric Acree (UGL) was selected as
the UB representative to the SUNY
group involved in the MERLOT
http://www.merlot.org/ project.
Portia Diaz-Martin (UGL) taught a
section of UBE 101: The University
Experience. This course for first
year students at UB is designed to
introduce students to all aspects of
the University.
Portia Diaz-Martin was selected to
participate in the Training Institute for
Early Career Librarians held at the
University of Minnesota in July.
Margie Wells, (director, UGL) was a
featured speaker at the Fall
Conference of the Western New
York/Ontario Chapter of ACRL held
in Rochester, Oct. 13, 2000. Her
topic was the future of reference
librarianship.

Canton
Buffalo University
Jill Ortner
ortner@acsu.buffalo.edu
Staff News:
Tatiana de la Tierra was appointed
Reference/Instruction Librarian and
2000/2002 Library Resident in the
Undergraduate Library (UGL).
Christopher Densmore, University
at Buffalo and SUNYLA Archivist has
been selected by the Board of
Managers of the Buffalo and Erie
County Historical Society to receive
the Owen B. Augspurger Award for
outstanding contributions to local
history.

John Thomas
Thomasj@canton.edu
During the 2000-2001 academic
Doug Welch is on sabbatical leave
year. John Thomas has been hired
to fill in for Doug.

Clinton
Patricia Miranda
patricia.miranda@plattsburgh.edu
Patrica
Miranda
has
been
appointed to a second term as Vice
President of the North Country
Reference & Research Resources
Council in Canton, NY.

Publications:
De la Tierra, Tatiana. "Sebastian."
Mid-American Review. 21(1): Fall
2000

Kaye
Figlioli
received
the
Chancellor's Award for Excellence in
Librarianship 2000.
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Cobleskill

facility will be finished. In the mean
time, please keep us in your prayers.

and has recently been appointed to
the UUP Finance Committee.

Colleen Smith

Publications :

We have revised the Library
Promotion Policies to bring them into
compliance with college guidelines.

smithce@cobleskill.edu
Kelly MacWatters has joined our
staff as an Adjunct Reference
Librarian. Kelly comes to us with an
AAS in Fisheries and Wildlife, a BT
in Agricultural Business from SUNY
Cobleskill, and a MSIS degree from
the University at Albany. Kelly was a
park ranger in Alaska, California, and
Arizona. She is currently a Project
Manager at the Huyck Preserve.
Welcome, Kelly!

Trinchera, Tom.
"Faculty: The
Hidden Problem Patron." The
U*N*A*B*A*S*H*E*D Librarian
Number 116 (2000) : 19-22.

Environmental
Science
Jane Verostek

Finger Lakes
Community College
Sharon Malecki
malecksa@snyflcc.fingerlakes.edu

jmveros@esf.edu

Professional Activities:

On November 30, the Van Wagenen
Library, in cooperation with the Early
Childhood Association, hosted two
workshops on writing and illustrating
children's books featuring Bruce
Hiscock.
Receptions and book
signings followed each session.
Bruce Hiscock is the author
/illustrator of Big Rivers, Big Rock,
Big Storm, Big Tree and When Will It
Snow? The Library sold copies of
the authors' books and raised
$162.38.
Fran Apollo, Lorie
Cuthbert, and Chris Tuthill all
assisted with planning the event.

Staff News:

At
the
2000
NYLA
Annual
Conference, "Libraries Are the
Solution", Michelle Eichelberger was
one of three speakers for the
November 4th session "Remote User
Authentication at Work."
The
audience heard three libraries
experiences (outsourced and inhouse) with RUA: What is it? Why do
you need it? What are the options?
What is the cost? What databases
require it?

Dutchess
College

Other:

Community

Evelyn Rosenthal
rosentha@sunydutchess.edu
Staff News:
Mary Van Ornum, our part time
Microforms clerk, is leaving us for a
full time job at Vassar College. We
wish Mary all the best, though she
will be sorely missed!
Projects:
By the time you read this we will
have moved to our new facilities on
the second and third floors of
Hudson Hall. The new library will be
doubled in size and will feature IBM
NetVista computers, with word
processing available on select
computers, and two electronic
classrooms for online instruction on
the use of library resources. The
building's
bright
open
spaces
encourage studying, research and
leisure reading alike. Our vacated
building will be remodeled into
offices to get all student services in
one building. Come visit us this
spring when all the details in our new

Jane Verostek received the Dewey
Fellow award from the Academic and
Special Libraries Section of NYLA.
This award enabled Jane to attend
the full NYLA 2000 Conference.
Grants:
NYS
Library
discretionary
Preservation/Conservation award for
2000-2001
for
Landscape
Architecture drawings "at risk" in the
Fletcher Steele Manuscript
Collection.

Dr. Cornelius B. "Neil" Murphy, Jr.
has become the third president of
the SUNY College of Environmental
Science & Forestry. Dr. Murphy
joined ESF on May 15, 2000 and the
Presidential Inauguration took place
November 3, 2000.
The F. Franklin Moon Library at
SUNY ESF is proud to be hosting
two MLS interns from Syracuse
University during the Fall 2000
semester. Ossie Edwards who has
been focusing on reference, original
cataloging of our thesis collection,
and Interlibrary Loan and Christine
Crysler who has been focusing on
reference and cataloging of our
analyzed titles.

Susan Clayton will be presenting a
session at the Computers in
Libraries
Conference
in
Washington,D.C. in March 2001. The
session, titled "Why Won't My Mouse
Work?", will be a discussion on the
use of the electronic classroom for
library instruction.

Fredonia
Marianne Eimer
Marianne.Eimer@fredonia.edu
Staff News:
Vince Courtney has been appointed
the ALEPH Project Implementation
Manager
Ann Bowman has been hired as a
Circulation Clerk
Publications:

Farmingdale
Carol Greenholz
greenhc@snyfarva.cc.farmingdal
e.edu
Staff News:
Judi Bird, Acquisitions Librarian at
SUNY Farmingdale,received a
Professional Development Grant to
attend the Acquisitions Institute at
Timberline Lodge, May 20-23 2000

"The Future of Sharing: The Effect
of Statewide Consortia on Select
Interlibrary Loan Departments" by
Marianne Eimer and Kathleen
Loomis in the Journal of Interlibrary
Loan,
Document
Delivery
&
Information Supply, v. 10, no.3,
2000, pps:43-62.
Professional Activities:
Jo Ann
appointed

Kaufman has been
to the Coordinating
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Committee for the 175th Anniversary
of the Fredonia State College.
Marianne
Freshman
semester.

Eimer
Seminar

taught
course

the
this

Vince Courtney has been appointed
to the Chancellors Award Committee
for all categories.
Jo Ann Kauman and Vince
Courtney have once again acted as
Academic Advisors as they have
done for several years.
Katie Loomis has been appointed
to the Creative Website Coordinator
search committee
Other:
The training of library staff for the
implementation of the ALEPH
system is about half done, with
upcoming training scheduled for
Interlibrary Loan, Course Reserves,
Acquisitions and Serials. All will be
held prior to Jan. 12, 2001. We also
have added new computers in
preparation for the ALEPH online
catalog.
Something new this semester was
the transition for the Interlibrary Loan
Department to accept only onlinegenerated
requests
for
any
interlibrary loan materials for all
campus members.
After a few
glitches with both our e-mail system
and the OCLC FirstSEARCH ILL
links, it seems to be working very
well. In fact, our October statistics
show an increase of 68% in loan
requests and 64% in article requests.
Fredonia has subscribed to the
NetLibrary eBooks series.

Genesee Community
College
Adrienne Furness
ALFurness@genesee.suny.edu
Grants:
This summer, the library received a
Member Item Grant from New York
State Senator Mary Lou Rath which
allowed us to purchase 14 Pentium
III PCs with 19" monitors, 1 PC with
a 21" flat screen, and a high capacity
printer. Much to our students' delight,
this has doubled the number of PC
workstations in the library.
In October, the college entered year
two of its five year Title III grant. As
part of the grant's information literacy

initiative, one of the first activities of
the second year was the creation of
a 24 workstation library classroom.
The classroom includes a teacher's
station, a visualizer, and a Tech
Commander system. The library will
begin "hands-on" instruction in the
classroom in Spring 2001.
Other:
After nearly 10 months, the library's
renovation is complete aside from a
few remaining punch list items.
Students, faculty, and staff are
enjoying the new furniture, new
carpeting, and an additional 4,764
square feet of floor space.

Geneseo
Kimberley Davies
Davies@geneseo.edu
Staff News:
After 26 years of dedicated service,
Betty Blanchard is retiring from her
position
as
Government
Documents/Curriculum
Assistant.
Betty has done wonderful work
during her years at Geneseo and will
be greatly missed.
Donna Hanna and Jeannine Cox
were recently re-elected to the
Executive Council of the New York
Library
Assistants
Association
(NYSLAA). Donna is Membership
Secretary and Jeannine is Recording
Secretary.
Kim Davies has been accepted to
present a session on evaluating web
syllabi in for-credit information
literacy courses at the Stop SurfingStart Teaching 2001 National
Conference.
The conference will
take place in Myrtle Beach, SC this
February.
Nick Paternostro has had his
article, Review of Handbook of
Internet Stocks: Millenium Edition
(Mergent FIS: 1999), published in
Business Information Alert vol. 12,
No. 4 April 2000, p.p. 8-9.
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Jefferson
College

Community

Shirley Ellsworth
shirley_ellsworth@ccmgate.sunyjeffe
rson.edu
In September, 2000, the Media
Center and the Local History
Collection moved into renovated and
enlarged facilities.
The
Library's
Web
site,
at
www.sunyjefferson.edu/Library has
been completely revised.
In November, JCC became the
second community college in New
York State to offer access to
JSTOR's Arts and Sciences I
Collection. When JSTOR's Ecology
and Botany Collection becomes
available, that will be added as well.
The Library has received a grant
from the JCC Foundation to cover
the processing of the Ft. Drum
Steering Council papers.

Monroe Community
College
Alice Harrington
aharrington@monroecc.edu
Staff News:
Debby Emerson, Head of the
Research
and
Instruction
Department and former 2nd Vice
President of SUNYLA, is now the
Assistant Director of the Rochester
Regional Library Council.
Ann Oberrecht, ILL Librarian
Assistant, is retiring from Monroe
Community College after 32 years of
service.

New Paltz
Susan B. Kraat
Kratts@matrix.newpaltz.edu

Hudson Valley
Community College
Christine
Root,
Reference
Librarian, is retiring after almost 32
years of service, effective 12-282000.

Staff News:
Marjorie Young was promoted to
the rank of Librarian (NOT Associate
Librarian, as I reported in the last
newsletter).
Grants:
The
Sojourner
Truth
Library
received a Special Events Funding
Grant
from
the
New
Paltz
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Foundation and the Office of
Academic Affairs, to support the
library’s second annual Information
Literacy Fair, “The Old Way Meets
the Net Way,” held November 14.
Gail Henry of Yahoo Internet Life
was guest speaker, and attendees
enjoyed various “old /net way,”
presentations and games. SUNYLA
committee
members
included:
Susan Kraat, Barbara Petruzzelli,
Christopher Raab, Tamm Sissac,
and Mick Stafford.
Publications:
Part 1 of Christopher Raab’s three
part history of SUNY New Paltz,
entitled “The First Four Score and
Five: New Paltz Higher Education,
1828-1913,” appeared in the Fall
2000 Observer.
“If We Hold it, Will they come?
Searching sessions at SUNY New
Paltz,” by Susan Kraat, was
published in the Number 71 2000
issue of The Reference Librarian.

Implementation Specialist. Maggie,
most recently, was Head of
Cataloging at the University at
Albany.
Ms. Connie Perrin, Administrative
Assistant, started
December 14,
2000.
Professional Activities:
Larry Randall gave a presentation
on the SUNYConnect Information
Literacy web-based course at the
League for Innovation in the
Community College Conference in
Anaheim California on Nov. 17.
Joining him as presenters were
Larry Berk and Kari Mack from
Ulster County Community College.

Old Westbury
Michael Epstein
epsteinm@soldvb.oldwestbury.e
du

Other:

Staff News:

Valerie
Mittenberg,
Elizabeth
Strickland, Susan Kraat, Chuichun Lee and Mick Stafford
participated in a workshop for
teaching
librarians
at
Vassar
College. Susan Barnes Whyte from
Linfield College and an instructor
with the ACRL Immersion Institute,
led the daylong session for regional
academic librarians.

Mary Melican, a Library Clerk II in
the Circulation Department, retired in
December after 20 years of
dedicated service to Old Westbury.
She will be missed by all her friends
and colleagues at the College.

Niagara Community
College

Oneonta
Jim Coan
coanj@oneonta.edu
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have led students and faculty alike to
depend
upon
her
reference
assistance, and she will be missed
by her library colleagues and many
others in the college community.
Judy Barnett has accepted a new
position at the Registrar's Office and
will be leaving the Bibliographic
Services Department where she
worked since February 2000.
Mary Lynn Bensen, Reference
Librarian, was awarded a Ph.D.
from Suny Binghamton in English
Literature, December 2000.
Publications:
Jim Coan wrote the article on Peter
Cameron in the Dictionary of LIterary
Biography: American Short Story
Writers Since World War II; Third
Series, Volume 234, 2001.
Nancy
Cannon,
Electronic
Resources
Coordinator,
Web
Developer,
and
Reference
Instruction Librarian, has co-written
an article entitled "Internet-based
experiential learning in international
marketing:
the
case
of
Glovalview.org" that is in the
publication
Online
Information
Review: The International Journal of
Digital Information Research and
Use, Volume 24, Number 5, 2000.
The article was co-written by
Professor Ilan Alon, formerly on the
SUNY Oneonta faculty and currently
an Assistant Professor of Economics
and Business at SUNY Brockport.
The project described in this paper
was designed to teach students
information management skills and
Internet-based technologies.

Staff News:

Karen Ferington

feringtk@niagaracc.suny.edu
Grants:
The
Library
Learning
Center
received monies from the N.C.C.C.
Foundationn to install 2 wireless
access points in the library. We
hope to have them in place and
working by the early part of the
Spring 2001 semester.

Office of Library
& Information Services
John Schumacher
schumaje@sysadm.suny.edu
Staff News:
Ms. Marguerite (Maggie) Horn
joined OLIS in August as a Library

Sally Goodwin has accepted a
position as Library System Training
Specialist with the SUNY Office of
Library and Information Services in
Albany. The position will involve
curriculum development and librarian
training at SUNY institutions in
migrating to the new ExLibris
Aleph500 system. This major project
is part of the SUNYConnect program
that will link campuses statewide to a
new library management system as
well as to many electronic resources.
Sally will assume this new position in
January 2001. During her eleven
years of experience at Milne, she
has served as Head of Cataloging
and has been responsible for
government documents. As a
Reference and Instruction Librarian,
Sally has taught many sections of
INTD150,
Library
&
Internet
Research, and given course-related
instruction in a variety of disciplines.
Sally’s expertise and enthusiasm

Oswego
Catherine Reed
Creed@oswego.edu
Staff News:
Sara Davenport has resigned from
her position as Serials Librarian.
She is pursuing the continued growth
of the business she shares with her
husband in the wellness industry.
She is also a full-time mom to their
son, Glyn.
Sara can now be
contacted at the following email
address: magnets4u@aol.com .
Mary Loe has become Coordinator
for Special Collections.
Professional Activities:
Cathy Reed presented a paper
entitled "The World at your
Fingertips: ASL and Deaf Studies in
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the Computer Age" at the 2000
Annual
Conference
of
the
Humanities
&
Technology
Association. The conference was
held October 18-20, 2000 at the
University of Virginia-Charlottesville.
Natalie Sturr, Systems Librarian,
spoke about EZproxy during the
session
"Remote
User
Authentication at Work" at the NYLA
Annual Conference recently held in
Saratoga Springs.
Karen Shockey presented at the
Annual
Conference
of
the
Humanities
and
Technology
Association, held at the University of
Virginia in Charlottesville.
The
session was entitled "Libraries on
(the) Line: From a World of Paper to
an Electronic Universe".

Potsdam
Holly Chambers
chambehe@potsdam.edu
Staff News:
Rebecca Thompson has been
appointed Director of Libraries.
Christin Bell and Sally Rusaw are
Visiting Assistant Librarians.
Sarah Barnewell
and
Becca
Fregoe are the new Building
Supervisors.

Professional Activities:
Charles Simpson is Chair of the
Legislation Committee of the Assn.
For
Library
Collections
and
Technical Services (ALCTS).
Daniel Kinney was honored this
summer by the ALA's Committee on
Cataloging by the passing of the
following resolution: Therefore be it
resolved that CC:DA thanks Daniel
Kinney for his contributions to
CC:DA, and to the national and
international cataloging communities,
and wishes him well in all his
endeavors.
On Oct. 6, 2000. Jyoti Pandit
presented at the Suffolk County
Library
Association
sponsored
workshop "Publish or Perish! What's
a Librarian to do?"
On Nov. 2000, Jyoti Pandit was
asked by the American Library
Association's APALA (Asian/Pacific
Librarians Association) to review 15
books of quite honorable and
renowned authors and made Chair
the Award Committee. The Award
will be presented during ALA's Midwinter Conference.

Ulster Community
College
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Kari Mack gave an informal
presentation on the template when
she attended the fall meeting of the
Community College library directors
in Syracuse.
In November Lawrence Berk and
Kari Mack attended the 16th annual
International
Conference
on
Information Technology in Anaheim,
California, sponsored by the League
for Innovation in the Community
College.
They
conducted
a
roundtable presentation titled "The
Story of SUNY's Information Literacy
Course"
with
Larry
Randall,
SUNYConnect Project Coordinator.
Other:
The Library, along with two other
buildings on campus, is undergoing
construction while a new entrance
and reading areas are added to the
front of the building. This should add
some much needed reading space
and a group study room, as well as
an office for circulation staff and a
larger room for the local history
collection. We hope to have things
back to normal sometime next
summer. In phase two of the current
renovations the library is expected to
gain some badly needed stack and
study space.

Utica/Rome
Karen Carney

Stony Brook

carneyk@sunyulster.edu
Staff News:

Matthew Sheehy
msheehy@notes.cc.sunysb.edu
Staff News:
Christian Filstrup is the new Dean
and Director of Libraries
Kathleen Horan, effective Oct. 12, is
now
the
Assistant
Head
of
Circulation for Desk and Stacks
activities.
As of Dec. 14, Alan Jamros will be
the Assistant Head of Circulation for
Reserve and Billing activities.
Retired: Joan Sadoff, Helen Titolo,
Evelyn Chen, Arlene Purcell, Mary
Ann Connor, Patricia Germmelli
Publications:
Jyoti Pandit re-wrote "Legislative
Research" Web page. The URL is
www.sunysb.edu/library/legres.htm

The Macdonald DeWitt Library
extends a much delayed welcome to
Robin Walsh who was appointed in
June to the position of Assistant
Librarian
and
Coordinator
of
Information Literacy. Robin joins the
library from Vassar College. Many of
you were able to meet her at the
SUNYLA Annual Conference in
June, when she participated in the
InfoLit Roundtable.
Cheri Gerstung was promoted to
Associate Professor.
Karen Carney has been granted a
6-month sabbatical beginning March
2001.
Professional Activities:
In October Robin Walsh gave a
presentation
on
the
SUNY
Information Literacy Web template at
the fall meeting of library directors of
the Colleges of Arts and Sciences.

Frederick C. Bauer
fc_bauer@sunyit.edu
Staff News:
Ron Foster joins the staff of
librarians here at SUNY
Utica/Rome. Formerly at Mohawk
Valley Community College Library,
Ron takes the position vacated last
July by Lisa Milewski.
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The Spirit of
SUNYLA
By Jane M. Verostek,
SUNY ESF
Each
year,
the
SUNYLA
Professional
Development Committee presents Sylvia Chu
Memorial scholarships to provide financial
assistance to SUNYLA members to attend the
annual SUNYLA conference. For the 2000
conference, scholarships were presented to 8
recipients. Comments from several of the
year 2000 recipients reflect the spirit of
SUNYLA and our annual conference.
As you
read these comments think of yourself or
colleagues that may be eligible to apply for
a Sylvia Chu Memorial Scholarship for our
2001 annual conference.
“When I first mentioned that I wanted to go
to last year's SUNYLA conference, our SUNYLA
delegate,
Carol
Greenholz,
and
other
librarians here at Farmingdale encouraged me
to
apply
for
the
Sylvia
Chu
Memorial
Scholarship.
As a new SUNY librarian, the
conference was the best way for me to meet
my colleagues, to put faces with the names I
read so often on the SUNYLA listserv. I had
a great time at the conference, and the
SUNYLA staff was great at answering any
questions I had.
I would encourage any
librarian who is eligible to apply for the
scholarship--after all, "you gotta be in it
to win it!"
Karen Gelles, Assistant Librarian
Greenley Library SUNY Farmingdale

“I was very appreciative of the financial
support I received through the Sylvia Chu
Scholarship.
One
SUNYLA
conference
experience I found especially interesting
was meeting librarians, both presenters and
audience members, who are doing comparable
jobs in their libraries. I was grateful for
the ideas and procedures they shared that I
could
bring
back
and
try
at
Penfield
Library.”
Barbara Shaffer,
Penfield Library

Assistant Librarian
SUNY Oswego

“As
someone
getting
into
academic
librarianship
after
a
stint
in
public
librarianship
the
change
in
terms
of
professional
development
challenges
and
opportunities
was
significant.
With
the
variety
of
networking
and
professional
opportunities
in
local,
regional
and
national organizations academic
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librarians are often faced with too much to
choose
from
with
limited
travel
and
conference funding. Thus it was a pleasant
surprise to discover that through the Sylvia
Chu Memorial Scholarship one could sample a
conference experience at a subsidized cost
thereby stretching finite conference/travel
funds significantly. The conference itself
was
an
excellent
opportunity
for
professional development and networking. The
special
nature
of
the
conference--all
attendees are from SUNY institutions sharing
similar
opportunities
and
constraints-permitted
a
level
of
professional
interaction and learning from colleagues
that is difficult if not impossible to
achieve otherwise. The size, just right for
engaging
in
meaningful
professional
interaction and dialogue, and the focus, on
issues
and
concerns
relevant
to
SUNY
institutions, combined to create a rewarding
experience for someone new to SUNY. By
offering such opportunities to sample the
depth
and
breadth
of
the
professional
activities of fellow SUNY librarians in an
intimate
conference--the
Sylvia
Chu
scholarship strengthens and enhances the
growth potential of SUNYLA. Based upon my
experiences at Brockport I returned eager to
work with colleagues on issues of concern to
SUNYLA and volunteered for committee work. I
would encourage any librarians new to SUNY
and to SUNYLA to apply for the scholarship
so that they too may discover what the
community of SUNY librarians has to offer.”
Ravil Veli, Access Services Librarian
Feinberg Library
SUNY Plattsburgh

“The Sylvia Chu scholarship enabled me to
attend the SUNYLA conference, which was a
wonderful opportunity to meet other SUNY
librarians, share ideas, and learn about
SUNYLA and the SUNY system.
SUNYLA is a
great organization - especially with the Ex
Libris implementation coming up, it'll be
more important than ever for us to work
together and learn from each other. Meeting
people at other SUNY institutions is the
first step to making these connections, and
SUNYLA is a great place to do that.
The
discussions on the SUNYLA-L listserv are
also a great way to keep in touch with
people and with what's going on.”
Linda
Whang,
Librarian/Bibliographer
Science Library
SUNY Binghamton

Reference

As we get closer to the SUNYLA 2001 annual
conference - information about Sylvia Chu
Memorial scholarships will be distributed to
SUNYLA delegates and posted on the SUNYLA
listserv.
You can currently read the
scholarship
guidelines
at:
http://www.albany.edu/library/sunyla/chu.htm
l
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To subscribe to the SUNYLA listserv:
•
•

•

Send a message to sunyla-l@listserv.binghamton.edu
Leave the subject line blank
In the body of the message, type subscribe sunyla-l firstname lastname, substituting your own first and last name

Positions Available.........

Mary Beth Bell, Library Director
Penfield Library
Oswego State University
Oswego, New York 13126

Webmaster Librarian - SUNY Oswego
(Search Reopened)

Oswego State University is an Affirmative Action Employer

This position reports to the Systems Librarian and coordinates
design, development and maintenance of Penfield Library’s
extensive and growing Internet web site. Working with other
library staff, the Webmaster will be responsible for coordinating
continual updating and upgrading of web site content; providing
expertise and support for library staff developing web-based
instruction; and developing and implementing a regular program to
test use and effectiveness of the library’s web presence. This
position will actively participate in planning, development, and
implementation of library automated systems. Includes reference,
library instruction, collection development and participation in the
night/ weekend reference desk schedule.
Required qualifications: MLS from an ALA accredited institution;
good working knowledge of HTML, graphic software and design;
experience in web site development and maintenance; skill in
formatting information for ease of access, including ADA
compliance; and knowledge of DOS/Windows. We seek
candidates with excellent communication skills and demonstrated
ability to work collaboratively and effectively with colleagues and
the general faculty. Candidates should have a strong commitment
to responsive and innovative service; the ability to balance varied
responsibilities; and work effectively in a demanding and rapidly
changing technological environment. Preferred qualifications:
experience working with computer applications and operating
systems; basic knowledge of UNIX; academic reference and
teaching/training experience; and leadership ability. The position is
a 12-month, tenure-track position with faculty status at Assistant or
Senior Assistant Rank. Candidates must demonstrate the ability to
meet the College’s requirements for promotion and tenure.
Minimum salary $32,500, depending on qualifications. Excellent
benefits. Position available immediately.
Oswego State University is a comprehensive institution of 8,000
students, offering 60 undergraduate and graduate programs
including graduate degrees in business, education and liberal arts.
It is located on the beautiful southeastern shore of Lake Ontario
and is one of 64 institutions within the State University of New
York (SUNY) system.
The library’s web site is
http://www.oswego.edu/library.
Application review will begin January 22, 2001 and continue until
position is filled. Send letter of application, resume, transcripts,
and names and addresses of three professional references to:

Head of Circulation - SUNY Brockport
Creative, energetic, flexible individual with strong public service
commitment and supervisory skills to manage, plan and coordinate
the operations of the Circulation Department (includes: circulation
services, electronic reserves, copy services, computer lab).
Supervises the activities of six full time staff and 50-60 student
employees. These responsibilities include: hiring, training and
evaluating the circulation staff and students. Participates in
planning for technology as well as for library programs within a
collegial environment. Serves as a liaison with selected academic
departments in collection development. Participates in weekend
Reference Desk rotation. Reports to the Head of Access Services.
Other duties as assigned.
Expected to meet College criteria for promotion and tenure.
Required: MLS from ALA accredited program. Minimum 3 years
of demonstrated increasingly responsible supervisory experience.
Strong interpersonal, written and oral communication skills.
Commitment to public service with an understanding of patron
needs. Ability to work with culturally diverse populations.
Preferred: Academic library experience. Experience
automated Circulation system. Working knowledge of
hardware, software, and HTML.
Salary: $33,000-35,000.
Generous benefits package. TIAA-CREF (or alternate plan).
Send letter of application, resume, transcript(s), names, e-mail
addresses, and telephone number of 3 professional references
by February 2, 2001 to:
Richard Meade, Faculty/Staff Recruitment Office
SUNY College at Brockport
409 Allen Administration Building
350 New Campus Drive
Brockport, NY 14420-2929.
EO/AAE

with
PC
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by Jennifer Quigley, Conference Chair

Plans are well underway for this year's SUNYLA conference. The
conference will be held June 6-8, 2001 at Corning Community College
and the theme "Innovations in Libraries" has led to wonderful presentation
ideas. There will be four preconference workshops this year. The topics
will be database development, tenure, libraries build sustainable
communities, and instructional design.
I am proud to announce the keynote speaker is Dr. Elaine Didier, Dean of Libraries at Oakland
University in Rochester, MI. Dr. Didier received her B.A. from the University of Michigan in
1970 with high distinctions and honors in English; she received her A.M.L.S. from the
University of Michigan in 1971, and her Ph.D. in Library Science from the University of
Michigan in 1982. Starting as a librarian, she worked at three different schools and as a Library
Media Specialist at Plymouth Canton High School. She has taught at the University of Michigan
both in the School of Information and the School of Business Administration and was Interim
Director of Academic Outreach at the University of Michigan. Since 1999, she has taken on the
role of Dean of Libraries at Oakland University. Dr. Didier is currently running for President of
the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) and is on the executive committee of
ALA's University Libraries Section (ULS).
The conference committee has also been hard at work on the entertainment portion of the
conference. On Wednesday night, there will be a wine tasting, followed by a buffet dinner and a
planetarium show on the Corning campus. On Thursday evening, there will be time for shopping
and dinner at the Corning Glass Museum followed by a live band at the Days Inn. Conference
attendees will also receive a free pass to the Corning Glass Museum that can be used at any time
during the conference.
Be sure to visit the conference website at http://www.buffalostate.edu/~library/sunyla/ for
accommodations information and further information on Corning.
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