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This resolution is presented before SUNYLA Council at its November 2, 2018 Meeting, as 

modified by Frederick Stoss (SUNY University at Buffalo) from the 2014 Resolution on the 

“Importance of Sustainable Libraries,” drafted for consideration by Rebekkah Smith Aldrich, 

Coordinator for Library Sustainability, Mid-Hudson Library System, 103 Market Street, 

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601. This resolution was the inspirational resolution adopted by the New 

York Library Association Annual Meeting in 2014 and the American Library Association at the 

ALA Annual Conference in 2015. 

Whereas, libraries in the State University of New York are essential to the campuses and the 

local communities they serve; and 

Whereas, SUNY library leaders have a mandate to ensure future access to economical and 

socially responsible library services; and 

Whereas, SUNY libraries demonstrate good stewardship of the resources entrusted to them, and 

can build their base of support on their campuses and in the communities in which they are 

located, by leading and collaborating through teaching, research, and operations in areas related 

to sustainable growth and development; and 

Whereas, the scientific community has clearly demonstrated that current trends in environmental 

quality and change, allocation of natural resources, and protection of those resources are of great 

concern to all; and 

Whereas, the people who work in our libraries, and whose services in our facilities deserve a 

healthy environment in which to do so; and 

Whereas, SUNY libraries should demonstrate leadership in making decisions that contribute 

positively to the teaching and research goals of their campuses, address climate change, 

implement smart energy technologies and practices, respect natural resources, and create healthy 

indoor and outdoor environments stabilizing and reducing their long-term energy costs, increase 

the support for the libraries, their campuses, and the communities in which they are found, and 

reveal new sources of funding; therefore be it 

Resolved, that the State University of New York Librarians Association, on behalf of its 

members, recognizes the important role libraries can play in larger campus and near-by 

residential and commercial communities conversations about resiliency, the quality of the 

environment and viability of its resources, and a sustainable growth and development in the 

future; and be it further 

Resolved, that the State University of New York Librarians Association enthusiastically 

encourages activities by its membership—and itself—to be proactive in their application of 



sustainable thinking and practices in the areas of their collections, services, expertise and 

leadership, facilities and operations, policies, technologies, programs, and collaborations and 

partnerships. 

Respectfully Submitted on November 2, 2018, 

 

Frederick W. Stoss, Librarian 

Science and Engineering Information Center 

Lockwood Memorial Library 

University at Buffalo 


