
SUNYLA Council Meeting  
March 22, 2024 

Buffalo State University & Virtual 
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

 
Attendees: Amanda Bailey, Michelle Beechey, Fred Berowski, Morgan Bond, Michelle Bowers, Kate Brent, 
Milo Cameron, Holly Chambers, Maureen Clements, Joan Cook, Justin Crossfox, April Davies, Jennifer 
DeVito, AnnaLee Dragon, Lisa Errico, Leah Fitzergerald, Carol Anne Germain, Dan Harms, Rebecca Hewitt, 
Aleshia Huber, Jocelyn Ireland, Kathryn Johns-Masten, Jill Kehoe, Caitlin Kenney, Tina Kiernan, Cynthia 
Koman, Dana Laird, Jean Linn, Jill Locascio, Amanda Lowe, Charles Lyons, Joe Malek, Alicia Marrese, Carrie 
Marten, Cynthia McKane, Brigette Meskell, Jaime Neudecker, Clare O’Dowd, Chrissy O’Grady, Sarah O’Shea, 
Susan Perry, Violet Price, Yvonne Rode, Mechele Romanchok, Adam Saunders, Julie Setele, Liz Simmons, 
Casey Spark, Derek Stadler, Kabel Nathan Stanwicks, Faye Starman, Catherine Stollar Peters, Marcy Strong,  
Katelynn Telford, Alayna Vander Veer, Jane Verostek, Danielle Walkup, Erin Wilburn, Cori Wilhelm, Anna 
Wong, and Hilary Wong 
 
Meeting start time: 10:13 AM 
 

1. Approval of Minutes from January 19, 2024 meeting. 
1.1. Motioned to approve, minutes approved  

 
2. Approved 
3. Report Recaps  

3.1. Officers 
3.1.1. President – Adam Saunders 

3.1.1.1. Many thanks to Buffalo State University, Charles Lyons, and Justin Crossfox for hosting 
today’s Council meeting and the annual conference in June. 

3.1.1.2. Last month, SUNYLA hosted an amazing midwinter conference. Jill Locascio, Jennifer 
DeVito, Jennifer Jeffery, Bill Jones, Carrie Marten, and Jessica McGivney, thank you for 
putting the conference together! 

3.1.1.3. Two OLIS Advisory Board meeting have taken place since the last SUNYLA Council 
meeting. The Board has discussed the Library Leaders meeting, NovelNY (which is currently 
in the NYS that is scheduled to be approved by April 1), OLIS campus site visits and survey, 
and resource sharing strategies, including the ebook ILL pilot. 

3.1.1.4. Twenty SUNY campuses are in the path of totality during the eclipse on April 8. CLRC 
is offering grant money for libraires to host eclipse events. Please use #SUNYLA if your 
library is promoting eclipse events on social media. 

3.1.1.5. Please share information about library programming as well as library operations during 
the eclipse to the forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1348.0 
 

3.1.2. First Vice President – Jill Locascio  
3.1.2.1. SUNYLA Council elections are coming up in a little more than a month. Candidates are 

in place for all vacancies, but additional candidates are welcome. Thank you to everyone who 
has volunteered to run for the open positions of 1st VP, 2nd VP, and Secretary. Email Jill if you 
are interested in running for a position. 

3.1.2.2. SUNYLA held another successful Midwinter Conference on February 2. Next year, 
perhaps the conference will have a third run on data as the theme! Conference statistics: 

3.1.2.2.1. 1,177 registered 
3.1.2.2.2. 724 unique viewers 
3.1.2.2.3. 1,290 total users 



3.1.2.2.4. 524 maximum concurrent users 
3.1.2.3. Recordings and slides are posted here: https://sunyla.org/sunyla-midwinter-2024/  
3.1.2.4. Thank you to the planning team! 

 
3.1.3. Second Vice President – Charles Lyons  

3.1.3.1. A healthy number of proposals have been submitted for the annual conference. 
Acceptance messages will go out early next week. Many thanks to the planning committee! 

3.1.3.2. The call for poster presentations will be distributed next week. Proposals that were not 
accepted as concurrent sessions could become poster proposals. April 12 will be the deadline 
for posters. Registration will open in mid-April. 

3.1.3.3. Last year’s registration fees are in Charles’s report. 
(https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1341.0) Charles proposes a small increase from 
last year. Current campus costs are in line with costs charged at the last two conferences. 
Estimated cost for dorms is very reasonable. Cost to use some campus spaces is yet unknown.  

3.1.3.4. Nalia Ansari, faculty member at Buffalo State, will be the keynote speaker. Ansari is a 
performer and professor in dance and theatre, her research interest are in archives, and she 
works closely with the library. Learn more about Nalia Ansari at her website: 
https://www.nailaansari.org/about 
 

3.1.4. Secretary – Alana Nuth 
3.1.4.1. No report 

 
3.1.5. Treasurer – Leah Fitzgerald  

3.1.5.1. SUNYLA has almost $50,000 in reserve, which is on par with past years. 
 

3.2. Committees 
3.2.1. Membership Development – Carol Anne Germain  

3.2.1.1. Current membership statistics: 
3.2.1.1.1. 302 Current members 
3.2.1.1.2. 56 Lifetime members 
3.2.1.1.3. 58 Student members 
3.2.1.1.4. 58 delegates 

3.2.1.2. The Future Librarians Day, hosted by the Student Subcommittee, is scheduled for April 
26. Amanda Lowe will be sending a sign up sheet later today. The subcommittee plans to hold 
programs in May for cover letter writing and interviewing. 
 

3.2.2. Personnel Policies – Heather Stalter  
3.2.2.1. Five reviewers have provided feedback on the Stay Survey. Suggestions were 

incorporated into an updated version which was sent back to reviewers about two weeks ago. 
Deadline for feedback is March 27 at 5:00 PM. If any additional people want to provide 
feedback, the deadline can be extended. Reach out to Heather Stalter if interested 
(heather.stalter@Oneonta.edu) 
 

3.2.3. Professional Development – Logan Rath 
3.2.3.1. Please see the Professional Development Committee report in the forum 

(https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1343.0) 
3.2.3.2. Rebecca Hewitt requested a motion to reissue funding for the Excellence in Scholarship 

Award . The motion was seconded and approved. 
3.2.3.3. Discussion of the Friend of SUNYLA Award and nominations.  

 
3.2.4. Publications – April Davies 

https://sunyla.org/sunyla-midwinter-2024/
https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1341.0
https://www.nailaansari.org/about


3.2.4.1. The next SUNYLA Newsletter is in process. Amanda Lowe does a great job with social. 
Send Amanda an email if you would like anything promoted on social media. A summer 
special issue is planned for post-conference session reports. 
 

3.2.5. TDG – Anna Wong 
3.2.5.1. Thank you for the opportunity to serve and thank you to Jill Locascio for all the help with 

the transition! 
3.2.5.2.  

3.2.6. Web Development – William Jones 
3.2.6.1. Please see the Web Development report in the forum: 

https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1344.0 
3.2.6.2. Email Bill Jones and Adam Saunders if you are interested in serving as Web Manager. 

 
3.2.7. SILC (SUNYLA Information Literacy Committee) –  Megan Benson and Jocelyn Ireland  

3.2.7.1. Upcoming Community Conversations are scheduled for March 29 and April 19, 2024. 
The February Community Conversation focused on assessment in library instruction. 

3.2.7.2. The SILC listserv is used for communicating events and Zoom links.  
 

3.2.8. Archives (ad hoc) – Jennifer Collins 
3.2.8.1. No report 
3.2.8.2. Please reach out to Jennifer directly to inquire about collecting materials for the archives. 

 
3.2.9. IDEA Committee – Milo Cameron 

3.2.9.1. Work continues putting together a DEI Calendar, pooling LibGuides, and sharing 
displays and event information. 

 
3.3. Liaisons 

3.3.1. FACT2 – Katie Ghidiu  
3.3.1.1. See the report in the forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1346.0 

 
3.3.2. LACUNY – Derek Stadler 

3.3.2.1. LACUNY will sponsor the New York Metro American Studies Association’s week-long 
summer institute in June 2024. 

3.3.2.2. The LACUNY Institute will be virtual and held on May 9 and May 10, 2024. The theme 
is “Moving Beyond the Challenged Librarian: Then and Now”: 
https://2024lacunyinstitute.commons.gc.cuny.edu/ 
 

3.3.3. ESLN – Nate Hill 
3.3.3.1. No report 

 
3.3.4. IDS – Mark Sullivan 

3.3.4.1. No report 
 

3.3.5. OLIS – Maureen Clements 
3.3.5.1. Lots of programming coming up! The next Spotlight on SUNY Libraries is scheduled for 

March 27 and will be a panel on weeding. OLIS is hosting a SUNY Library Research 
Showcase which will be a virtual series of presentations from 7 SUNY campuses and OLIS to 
highlight the vital role of campus libraries in scholarship and research across SUNY.  

3.3.5.2. OLIS is tracking a proposal to remove the Academic Library portion of the IPEDS. 
Statements expected from ACRL, ALA, and ICOLC. The OLIS Collections Advisory Group 
has weighed in on this proposal during the last meeting. 

https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1346.0
https://2024lacunyinstitute.commons.gc.cuny.edu/


3.3.5.3. In April, OLIS is hosting SUNY Libraries Roundtable: Learning Commons Models and 
Library Services. 

3.3.5.4. More information about OLIS activities in the report: 
https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1347.0 
 

3.3.6. UUP – Dan Harms 
3.3.6.1. UUP acknowledges ongoing concerns about cuts across multiple SUNY campuses.  

 
3.3.7. NYLA – Caitlin Kenney 

3.3.7.1. NYLA is looking for a candidate for NYLA Council. Deadline for nominations is April 
15. Must be a NYLA member. Councilor-at-Large for Academic or Special Libraries. Three 
year term that begins November 2024. 

3.3.7.2. Advocacy Day is April 23 in Albany: “Spring on the Hill”. A full day of educational 
programming is planned. 
 

3.3.8. NYSLAA – Dawn Foland 
3.3.8.1. No report 

 
4. Old Business 

4.1. Defunding of NovelNY – Adam Saunders 
4.1.1. No major updates beyond what has been said. NovelNY funding is in the NYS budget which is 

scheduled to be approved on April 1.  
 

4.2. Discussion of Faculty Librarians and Work Scheduled – Adam Saunders 
4.2.1. No updates 

 
4.3. NYLA guest speakers to discuss SUNYLA joining NYLA as an organizational member – Adam 

Saunders 
4.3.1. Guest speaker, AnnaLee Dragon, Executive Director of NYLA shared information and answered 

questions about the benefits and costs of SUNYLA becoming an institutional member of NYLA. 
4.3.1.1. More programming for academic and special libraries as more academic librarians 

become involved in NYLA. 
4.3.1.2. Most members represent public libraries. 
4.3.1.3. Open Councilor at Large position for Academic and Special Libraries. 
4.3.1.4. Advocacy would be the primary reason to join. Legislative advocacy is NYLA’s strength 

and primary priority. NYLA has a full-time position dedicated to advocacy and NYLA does 
not report to an organization like an actual library does. NYLA reports to its membership.  

4.3.1.5. See the NYLA website for information about upcoming advocacy opportunities 
(https://www.nyla.org/2024-legislative-session) 

4.3.1.6. NYLA has three goals: advocacy, continuing education, and professional networking. 
4.3.1.7. SUNYLA members are welcome to submit proposals for continuing education 

programming for the 2024 NYLA Conference which will be held in Syracuse. The deadline 
for proposals in April 1.  

4.3.1.8. By joining as an organizational member, SUNYLA has an opportunity to invest in the 
professional organization and the profession. 

4.3.1.9. NYLA has a fixed membership term of June 1 through May 31. Membership is based on 
a sliding scale based on size and budget (https://www.nyla.org/membership-categories) 
Members receive a discount to NYLA events and programs and can vote in elections. 

4.3.1.10. Not every SUNYLA member would automatically become a NYLA member. SUNYLA 
membership would come with a determined number of NYLA memberships. It would 
probably make the most sense to give the President and 1st VP NYLA Membership. 

4.3.2. Contact AnnaLee Dragon directly with questions. 



4.3.3. The plan is to gather more information and make decisions about logistics, and then vote as to 
whether SUNYLA should join NYLA as an organizational member during the next SUNYLA 
Council meeting in June.  

 
5. New business 

5.1. IDEA Committee Statement on Palestine and Israel – Milo Cameron and Julie Setele 
5.1.1. Meeting attendees expressed concerns about the political nature of the statement, the fact that 

Israel is not mentioned in the current version of the statement, and SUNYLA’s role in making a 
statement about an international conflict. 

5.1.2. Meeting attendees expressed support for the statement and the IDEA Committee for developing 
the statement. 

5.1.3. Questions arose about the mechanics of moving the statement forward. Would the statement be 
posted on the SUNYLA website? Be distributed via the listserv? 

5.1.4. Suggestions were made to gather more feedback from SUNYLA membership beyond the 
meeting attendees. May also be helpful to get feedback from the NYS DEI office and SUNY DEI 
office. Suggestions were further made to issue the statement on behalf of the IDEA Committee to 
SUNYLA with information about resources (rather than SUNYLA issuing the statement). 

5.1.5. The IDEA Committee will discuss the feedback and suggestions. This item will be on the agenda 
for the next SUNYLA Council meeting. and then  

5.1.6. Send revisions and comments to Milo Cameron (mcameron@mvcc.edu) and Julie Setele 
(seteleja@buffalostate.edu). 

 
Meeting adjourned: 12:04 PM 

mailto:mcameron@mvcc.edu

