
SUNYLA Council Meeting  
March 21, 2025 

SUNY Delhi 
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

 
Attendees: Amanda Bailey, Michelle Beechey, Megan Benson, Morgan Bond, Michelle Bowers, Kate Brent, 
Milo Cameron, Beth Carpenter, Maureen Clements,  Joan Cook, Ayiana Crabtree, Justin Cronise, April Davies, 
Jennifer DeVito, Carrie Fishner, Carol Anne Germain, Katie Ghidiu, Dan Harms, Rebecca Hewitt,  Jocelyn 
Ireland, Aileen Judd, Caitlin Kenney, Yvonne Kester, Dana Laird, Jill Locascio, Amanda Lowe, Joe Malek,  
Cynthia McKane, Jaime Neudecker, Sarah O’Shea, Violet Price, Logan Rath, Mechele Romanchock, Liz 
Simmons, Kabel Nathan Stanwicks, Heather Stalter, Katelynn Telford, Mary Timmons, Ben Van Tol, Jane 
Verostek, Danielle Walkup Lori Wienke, and Cori Wilhelm. 
 

1. Approval of Minutes from January 10, 2025 meeting. 

1.1. No corrections or additions. 
 
2. Report Recaps  

2.1. Officers 
2.1.1. President – Katherine Brent 

2.1.1.1. Great SUNYLA newsletter! Thank you to everyone who contributed! 
2.1.1.2. Proposed IMLS budget cuts should be discussed and whether SUNYLA wants to make a 

statement or any other response. 
 

2.1.2. First Vice President – Beth Carpenter 
2.1.2.1. Beth now has candidates for the positions of 1st VP and Treasurer. Still time to submit 

nominations before the ballot is distributed! 
 

2.1.3. Second Vice President – Carrie Fishner  
2.1.3.1. A few months away from the annual conference! All spaces are reserved for conference 

events as well as residence halls. Conference registration will open April 21. All rates are 
posted to the conference website. 

2.1.3.2. Activities include campus tours and local excursions. The Wednesday evening social will 
include entertainment and the SUNY Delhi Hot Foods Team (The Hot Food Team is a 
nationally winning competition team). A large barbecue is planned for Thursday evening at 
the campus events center. 

2.1.3.3. The Program committee is in the process of putting together the session schedule. April 4 
is the deadline for poster submissions.  

2.1.3.4. Support is coming from vendors. Carrie will be purchasing insurance for the conference.  
 

2.1.4. Secretary – Alana Nuth 
2.1.4.1. No report 

 
2.1.5. Treasurer – Leah Fitzgerald  

2.1.5.1. Please see the Treasurer report in the forum: 
https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1420.0 

 
2.2. Committees 

2.2.1. Membership Development – Carol Anne Germain  
2.2.1.1. SUNYLA has a new membership system in place. Many thanks to Logan! Some 

members will receive new membership numbers after the conference. 



2.2.1.2. Membership has been active. 
2.2.1.3. The LIS Student Subcommittee is planning the 4th annual Future Librarians Day which is 

scheduled for Friday April 25. Activities are organized by functional area. 
 

2.2.2. Personnel Policies – Heather Stalter  
2.2.2.1. The PPC met in February to discuss how the information collected from the Stay Survey 

should be shared. The committee decided that raw data will not be shared. The data will be 
analyzed and then the PPC will write a report to be shared with the SUNYLA Executive 
Board first for review, then the PPC will share the report via the SUNYLA listserv. 

2.2.2.2. The committee is in the process of refining questions and plans to run the Stay Survey by 
Oneonta’s IRB before implementing. The PPC is also writing an introduction to the survey. 

2.2.2.3. Heather asked if everyone comfortable with using Google Forms. Logan offered 
Qualtrics as it’s meant to gather and secure data. Logan can distribute the Stay Survey to the 
listserv using Qualtrics if the PCC sends him the questions. 
 

2.2.3. Professional Development – Logan Rath 
2.2.3.1. The Professional Development Committee is asking for $500 for the Mentor Award. 
2.2.3.2. Grants have been awarded since the last meeting. The full list of grant awardees is listed 

in the Professional Development Committee report: 
https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1428.0 

2.2.3.3. If Logan is elected as Treasurer, the PDC will need a new chair. 
2.2.3.4. The Committee is looking for someone to coordinate grants and chair the Grants 

Subcommittee. 
2.2.3.5. The Excellence in Scholarship Award will be looking for nominations soon as well as 

reviewers for the Award. Contact Rebecca Hewitt if interested (hewittr@sunypoly.edu) 
2.2.3.6. The question arose of whether a restriction should be placed on grants that the applicant 

must be a SUNYLA member for two years or more. The PDC will discuss this idea internally 
and revisit at the next SUNYLA Council meeting. 

2.2.3.7. Nominations for the Friends of SUNYLA Award were discussed. Voted to approve both 
nominations for the Award. 
 

2.2.4. Publications – April Davies 
2.2.4.1. The February Newsletter went out successfully. The Publications Committee is planning 

a DEI theme for the May issue of the Newsletter. 
 

2.2.5. TDG – VACANT 
2.2.5.1. Midwinter recordings are posted to the SUNYLA website. 
2.2.5.2. Jill Locascio is currently serving temporarily until a new chair is elected. 

 
2.2.6. Web Development – Chris Hulsman 

2.2.6.1. Midwinter recordings are posted to the SUNYLA website. 
 

2.2.7. SILC (SUNYLA Information Literacy Committee) – Megan Benson and Jocelyn Ireland  
2.2.7.1. The next Community Conversation is scheduled for April 9 and the focus is Tackling 

SUNY GenEd with Shared Information Literacy Modules. Jocelyn sent an email to the 
listserv on March 17 with the Zoom link and will send a reminder closer to the event. 
 

2.2.8. Archives (ad hoc) – Melissa McMullen 
2.2.8.1. No report 

 
2.2.9. IDEA Committee – Milo Cameron 

mailto:hewittr@sunypoly.edu


2.2.9.1. The Committee launched a mini-guide about racial and cultural competency in the latest 
newsletter. The next mini-guide will be focused on language barriers and pronoun usage and 
will be posted on the SUNYLA listserv. Email Milo if you would like access to the mini-
guide. 

2.2.9.2. The IDEA Committee is planning multiple presentations for the annual conference. One 
project will focus on an investigation of SUNY spaces for sensory decompression (like the 
MVCC Zen Den) to accommodate student mental health and sensory needs. The survey link 
is in the committee report: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1423.0 

2.2.9.3. The Committee is starting a mutual support group on Discord to share resources and 
news.  

2.2.9.4. The Committee is planning a book club to start in the fall. The theme will be burnout and 
emotional sustainability. 
 

Liaisons 
 
2.2.10. FACT2 – Katie Ghidiu  

2.2.10.1. No report as FACT2 has not met since the last SUNYLA Council meeting. 
2.2.10.2. Registration for the CIT 2025 conference is open: CIT 2025: Human-Centered Learning: 

Tensions, Innovation, and Inclusion in the Future of Education. 
 

2.2.11. LACUNY – Derek Stadler 
2.2.11.1. Please see the report in the forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1419.0 

 
2.2.12. ESLN – Kathleen Gundrum 

2.2.12.1. Please see report in the forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1422.0 
 

2.2.13. IDS – Mark Sullivan 
2.2.14. No report 

 
2.2.15. OLIS – Maureen Clements 

2.2.15.1. The SUNY bulletin for March has been posted. 
2.2.15.2. Justin Dise has joined SLS as the new Digital Initiatives Program Manager and Support 

Specialist. 
2.2.15.3. A Collections Update is scheduled for March 26 at 11:00 AM. 
2.2.15.4. Additional events are planned. Please see the report in the forum for more details: 

https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1434.0 
 

2.2.16. UUP – Dan Harms 
2.2.16.1. Advocacy continues to be important. Please see the resources in Dan’s report: 

https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1430.0 
2.2.16.2. Sometimes it’s helpful to seek support from parties outside the libraries. Sometimes 

comments from external academic departments is more effective.  
 

2.2.17. NYLA – Caitlin Kenney 
2.2.17.1. The State proposed budgets are out. Legislators have until April 1 to finalize. 
2.2.17.2. See Caitlin’s report in forum for details on the proposed budgets: 

https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1425.0 
2.2.17.3. NYLA is recommending that members contact their federal elected officials to support 

IMLS. Caitlin is going to investigate if/what percentage of IMLS support makes up the 
CCDA grant?  
 

2.2.18. NYSLAA – Dawn Foland  

https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1423.0
https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1419.0
https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1422.0
https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1434.0
https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1430.0


2.2.18.1. See report in forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1432.0 
 
3. Old Business 

3.1. Insurance for SUNYLA (association and/or board) – Carrie Fishner 
3.1.1. The group that attended the Ask a Lawyer session has not met to discuss how the information 

applies to SUNYLA. Discuss at the next meeting. 
 

3.2. Update on the draft SUNY Sustainability and Climate Agenda – Fred Stoss 
3.2.1. Moved from last meeting. Contact Fred before the next SUNYLA meeting. 

 
3.3. Current requirements for the Chancellor’s Award for Librarianship – Carrie Fishner 

3.3.1. Move to the next meeting. The next plenary of the University Faculty Senate is scheduled for 
April. 
 

3.4. Discussion and vote to cancel Facebook account for SUNYLA – Amanda Lowe 
3.4.1. Currently, there is a message on Facebook saying that the SUNYLA Facebook account is no 

longer being updated and to follow SUNYLA on Bluesky.  
3.4.2. The reason for moving away from Facebook was policies on misinformation, language, and the 

decision to cease fact-checking through a third-party company. 
3.4.3. If the account remains, no one could create an account using SUNYLA’s name. It would also be 

easier to reactivate the account if/when necessary. 
3.4.4. Motion made and carried to sunset Facebook. Amanda will sunset the SUNYLA Facebook 

account. 
 

4. New Business 
4.1. NYLA Membership – Kate Brent 

4.1.1. The decision was made last year for SUNYLA to join NYLA as an organizational member. The 
decision of who would file the paperwork was not made. 

4.1.2. The Treasurer will be the position to handle the start and renewal of membership. Start the 
NYLA new member process when a new Treasurer is elected. 

4.1.3. Two free members: President and Treasurer. 
 

5. IMLS – Kate Brent 
5.1. Should SUNYLA take any action, such as make a statement, or share information with membership? 

Or, do nothing? 
5.2. Kate can share information that she has received from NYLA and ALA as well as a list of which 

grants the IMLS funds to the SUNYLA listserv. Kate can also invite subscribers to send her 
information about how the IMLS supports your library. Kate can send to the information to Chris to 
compile as a page on website. 

 
Meeting adjourned: 11:30 AM 

 
 


