
SUNYLA Council Meeting  
January 16, 2026 

Virtual 
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

 
Meeting start time: 10:01 AM 
 
Attendees: Amanda Bailey, Kellie Barbato, Michelle Beechey, Fred Berowski, Morgan Bond, Kate Brent, Milo 
Cameron, Maureen Clements, Joan Cook, Aiyana Crabtree, Samantha Dannick, Theresa Dooley, Molly Eadie, 
Afiya Farrell, Carrie Fishner, Robert Gerath, Carol Anne Germain, Greta, Dan Harms, Rebecca Hewitt, Chris 
Hulsman, Jocelyn Ireland, Kathryn Johns-Masten, Aileen Judd, Holly Kuhl, Dana Laird, Jill Locascio, Amanda 
Lowe, Cynthia McKane-Jamestown, Jaime Neudecker, Alana Nuth, Christi O’Grady, Violet Price, Liz 
Simmons, Christi Sommerfeldt, Casey Spark, Derek Stadler, Faye Starman, Hadeen Stokes, Jane Verostek, Moe 
Weinman, Lori Wienke, Erin Wilburn, Hilary Wong, Adam Wood, and Ria Yiannakos 
 

1. Approval of Minutes from November 14, 2025 meeting. 

1.1. No corrections or changes.  
2. Report Recaps  

2.1. Officers 
2.1.1. President – Michelle Beechey 

2.1.1.1. Geospatial Information System (GIS) training offered by Fabio Montello at SUNY 
Suffolk. This training may be a good opportunity for the annual conference. Michelle will 
inquire. 
 

2.1.2. First Vice President – Carrie Fishner 
2.1.2.1. Carrie has prepared a fresh delegate list. Carrie will be scheduling a meeting for delegates 

to share information and resources. Email will be sent to current delegates next week. 
 

2.1.3. Second Vice President – Kellie Barbato  
2.1.3.1. Conference starts in exactly six months. The conference theme will be “Current of 

Change: Navigating Librarianship in a Rapidly Evolving World”. Many thanks to those 
people who submitted ideas for conference themes!  

2.1.3.2. Call for volunteers to design a logo coming soon. Volunteer meeting occurred just after 
Thanksgiving. Each committee has tasks and chair and are currently working towards their 
goals. Kellie is working with Logan as Treasurer. Always feel welcome to contact Kellie with 
any ideas! Conference keynote planning is coming up as well. 
 

2.1.4. Secretary – Alana Nuth 
2.1.4.1. No report 

 
2.1.5. Treasurer – Logan Rath  

2.1.5.1. See report in the forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1495.0 
2.1.5.2. Logan investigated SUNYLA’s standing as a corporation. We would have to select an 

official corporate name. Logan offered three options: SUNYLA, Inc.; SUNY Librarians 
Association, Inc.; or State University of New York Librarians Association, Inc. The first 
option received the strongest support. 

2.1.5.3. Because of the $200 threshold, Logan moved forward with the other items that will incur 
expenses.  

 
2.2. Committees 

2.2.1. Membership Development – Carol Anne Germain  



2.2.1.1. Current membership numbers: 
2.2.1.1.1. Current members: 250 
2.2.1.1.2. Lifetime members: 59 
2.2.1.1.3. Student members: 68 
2.2.1.1.4. Delegates: 54 

2.2.1.2. The Delegate list is up to date. One University Center is without a Delegate. Carrie will 
follow up with that library. 

2.2.1.3. Carole Anne will work on the list of tasks for when a delegate assumes their new role. 
 

2.2.2. Personnel Policies – Heather Stalter  
2.2.2.1. See committee report in the forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1497.0 

 
2.2.3. Professional Development – VACANT 

 
2.2.4. Publications – April Davies 

2.2.4.1. The next deadline is January 28 for submissions. 
 

2.2.5. TDG – Kate Brent 
2.2.5.1. Preparations underway for the midwinter conference which is scheduled for February 6 

from 10:00 AM to 3:30 PM.  
2.2.5.2. If your proposal was not accepted, please consider resubmitting for the annual 

conference. 
 

2.2.6. Web Development – Chris Hulsman 
2.2.6.1. No report. 

 
2.2.7. SILC (SUNYLA Information Literacy Committee) – Megan Benson and Jocelyn Ireland  

2.2.7.1. SILC did not hold an Instruction Showcase in January but plans to resume next year 
2.2.7.2. Three sub-groups are currently active: Advancing AI Literacy Workgroup, Shared 

Repository Workgroup, and a small group developing Information Literacy microcourses. 
 

2.2.8. Archives (ad hoc) – Melissa McMullen 
2.2.8.1. No report 

 
2.2.9. IDEA Committee – Milo Cameron 

2.2.9.1. Stay tuned for new book for the IDEA book club. It’s likely to be accessibility-themed. 
2.2.9.2. Look for further communication on the listserv for upcoming events and activities. 

 
 

2.3. Liaisons 
2.3.1. FACT2 – Katie Ghidiu  

2.3.1.1. See report in forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1502.0 
 

2.3.2. LACUNY – Derek Stadler 
2.3.2.1. LACUNY Institute Conference is scheduled for Friday, May 15. It will be hybrid from 

City College in Manhattan. The tentative them is “vulnerability”. 
 

2.3.3. ESLN – Kathleen Gundrum 
2.3.3.1. See report in forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1498.0 

 
2.3.4. IDS – Mark Sullivan 

2.3.4.1. No report 

https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1497.0
https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1502.0
https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1498.0


2.3.5. OLIS – Maureen Clements 
2.3.5.1. The SUNY General Education Conference is scheduled for April 8 and 9. The SUNY 

Virtual Online Summit is scheduled for February 23 – 27.  
2.3.5.2. Lots of OLIS events scheduled for this semester! The next OLIS update is scheduled for 

March 11 OLIS update. The Accessibility in Action series is scheduled for January through 
March and will feature accessibility issues within OLIS. Another session is scheduled for 
March that will be more community-focused.  

2.3.5.3. OLIS is planning a series with SUNY library vendors to discuss accessibility and their 
products. (Ex Libris, JSTOR, ProQuest, etc) 

2.3.5.4. Research Data Management Services Community of Practice meeting is scheduled for 
January 29. 

2.3.5.5. More details and with links to register are available in Maureen’s post: 
https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1503.0 
 

2.3.6. UUP – Dan Harms 
2.3.6.1. The report from the UUP library survey is being finalized along with a distribution plan. 
2.3.6.2. Visit the members-only section of the UUP website for more information. 

 
2.3.7. NYLA – VACANT 

2.3.7.1. Library Advocacy Day is February 3 in Albany. Local resource councils will have 
information. 
 

2.3.8. NYSLAA – Dawn Foland 
2.3.8.1. No report 

 
3. Old Business 

 
4. New Business 

4.1.1.1. Motion for monies to be appropriated for the following: 
4.1.1.1.1. SUNYLA Annual Conference 

4.1.1.1.1.1. Carrie Fishner called for a motion that Kellie Barbato seconded. Motion 
passed to appropriate $5,000 for the annual conference in June. 

4.1.1.1.2. Excellence in Scholarship Award and Mentor Award (Professional Development 
Committee) 

4.1.1.1.2.1. Motion passed to appropriate $800 for the Professional Development 
Committee for the two awards. ($300 for the Excellence in Scholarship Award and 
$500 total to support two awards of $250 each for Mentoring.) 
 

4.1.1.2. Mentor Program and Award – Jocelyn Ireland 
4.1.1.2.1. Jocelyn is looking for a volunteer to manage the Mentor Program and the Mentor 

Award. Currently, applications for Mentors and Mentees are submitted via Google 
Form. Jocelyn review applications and make matches. Contact Jocelyn directed if 
interested. (Kellie Barbato expressed interest in this role.) 
 

4.1.1.3. Tenure and Promotion Subcommittee (Subcommittee to the Professional Development 
Committee) – Carrie Fishner 

4.1.1.3.1. As a general reminder and point of information, the Tenure and Promotion Sub-
committee maintains a pool of volunteers who are available to support librarians going 
up for promotion and tenure. The subcommittee has also done presentations in the past 
that are archived on the SUNYLA website. If you have questions, Carrie can assist with 
making contacts and sharing resources. 

 

https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1503.0


Meeting ended at 10:38 AM 


