
SUNYLA Council Meeting  
November 14, 2025 

Virtual 
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

 
Attendance: Amanda Bailey, Kellie Barbato, Michelle Beechey, Fred Berowski, Morgan Bond, Kate Brent, 
Milo Cameron, Deborah Chiarella, Maureen Clements, Joan Cook, Aiyanna Crabtree, April Davies, Jennifer 
DeVito, Claire Ehrlich, Carrie Fishner, Daniel Harms, Chris Hulsman, Jocelyn Ireland, Aileen Judd, Yvonne 
Kester, Dana Laird, Jean Linn, Jill Locascio, Jaime Neudecker, Alana Nuth, Chrissy O’Grady, Katelynn 
Telford, Susan Perry, Violet Price, Adam Saunders, Derek Stadler, Heather Stalter, Faye Starman, Hadeen 
Stokes, Jane Verostek, Rebecca Voisich, Danielle Walkup, Lori Wienke, and Cori Wilhelm 
 
Meeting Start Time: 10:02 AM 
 

1. Approval of Minutes from September 19, 2025 meeting. 
1.1. No corrections or changes.  
2. Report Recaps  

2.1. Officers 
2.1.1. President – Michelle Beechey 

2.1.1.1. Delegates, please share a campus report using the Campus Updates on the Forum. 
(Example: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1475.0) 

2.1.1.2. SUNYLA is looking for a chair for the Professional Development Committee. Contact 
Michelle if you are interested in serving or would like more information about the position. 
 

2.1.2. First Vice President – Carrie Fishner 
2.1.2.1. Carrie will be sending a poll after Thanksgiving to schedule a Delegates meeting in early 

December. The agenda will include roles of the delegates and where to find resources and 
information, as well as expectations for reporting to SUNYLA and to the campus library. 

2.1.2.2. Please feel welcome to contact Carrie ahead of the meeting with any questions from 
delegates. 
 

2.1.3. Second Vice President – Kellie Barbato  
2.1.3.1. Conference planning meeting was cancelled but will be rescheduled. Dates are now set 

for the annual conference: June 16-18, 2026. Logan and Kellie met with the campus event 
planning to start making arrangements for dorms and meals. 

2.1.3.2. Lots of support from the staff at Brockport to plan local interest activities. 
 

2.1.4. Secretary – Alana Nuth 
2.1.4.1. No report. 

 
2.1.5. Treasurer – Logan Rath  

2.1.5.1. Please see Logan’s report in the forum: 
2.1.5.1.1. https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1481.0 
2.1.5.1.2. SUNYLA is currently a 501(c)(6) organization because when the association was 

first formed, lobbying was a priority and 501(c)(6) can lobby. If we changed to a 
501(c)(3), the association may receive tax benefits. A topic for further discussion. 

2.1.5.1.3. Can Logan move funds from the PayPal account to the checking account? 
Informal vote indicates “yes”. Michelle will follow up with Logan to let him know that 
the funds can be moved. 
 

2.2. Committees 

https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1481.0


2.2.1. Membership Development – Carol Anne Germain  
2.2.1.1.1. Please see report in forum: 

2.2.1.1.1.1. https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1485.0 
 

2.2.2. Personnel Policies – Heather Stalter  
2.2.2.1. Updates on membership: 

2.2.2.1.1. New committee members: Rai Yiannakos (Alfred) and Faye Starman (Cobleskill) 
2.2.2.1.2. Mary Timmons and Dana Laird are continuing their service. 

2.2.2.2. Next steps are to go through CITI training and the IRB process at SUNY Oneonta. Will 
be using Qualtrics for the survey. 

2.2.2.2.1. Oklahoma State University Libraries conducted stay interviews, rather than a stay 
survey. 

2.2.2.2.2. Most questions are optional so survey takers will feel comfortable taking the 
survey. The committee is investigating if and how to use AI. 

2.2.2.2.3. Next meeting is Thursday, December 11 at 9:00 AM. Please contact Heather, if 
interested in joining the committee or participating. 
 

2.2.3. Professional Development – VACANT 
2.2.3.1. If interested in serving as committee chair, please contact Michelle. 
2.2.3.2. The PDC is made-up of several sub-committees which is where the work mostly happens. 

The PDC chair coordinates the sub-committees but the actual labor is light. 
2.2.3.3. More information on the SUNYLA website. 

 
2.2.4. Publications – April Davies 

2.2.4.1. Slight delay in the publication of the October newsletter. Next issue is February. Theme 
is TBD, possibilities include accessibility, free speech, user engagement, and student 
experience. 

2.2.4.2. Amanda Lowe is proposing a working group to handle social media for SUNYLA and 
the possible addition of LinkedIn and Instagram accounts. 

2.2.4.3. The committee is looking to fill two vacancies to assist with proofreading. 
 

2.2.5. TDG – Kate Brent 
2.2.5.1. TDG is working to prepare the Midwinter Conference. The call for proposals has been 

distributed. 
2.2.5.2. The conference is scheduled for February 6 with the theme: “Brave New World: New 

Environments, New Challenges, and New Opportunities in Technical Services”. 
 

2.2.6. Web Development – Chris Hulsman 
2.2.6.1. Chris will purchase the Zoom Conference account for the month of the conference and 

will seek reimbursement. 
2.2.6.2. Thanks to those members who have submitted archival materials to link on the website. 
2.2.6.3. Special thanks to Logan for correcting issue on the forum so promptly. It may be worth 

looking to see who can approve new accounts and to set guidelines on how to evaluate 
requests for a new account. 
 

2.2.7. SILC (SUNYLA Information Literacy Committee) – Megan Benson and Jocelyn Ireland  
2.2.7.1. Community Conversation on AI during October. Discussing how AI is affecting users, 

how they ask for assistance, etc. 
2.2.7.2. Shared Repository Working Group to plan a repository for openly licensed, instructional 

materials. Looking at guidelines. 

https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1485.0


2.2.7.3. The AI Literacy Working Group is finalizing its charter. Goals under consideration are 
developing student learning outcomes that align with SUNY Gen Ed and creating 
instructional materials. 
 

2.2.8. Archives (ad hoc) – Melissa McMullen 
2.2.8.1. No report. 

 
2.2.9. IDEA Committee – Milo Cameron 

2.2.9.1. Wrapping up first book for the book club: “Can’t Even: How Millennials Became the 
Burnout Generation.” Considering books for the spring semester. Please send potential books 
to Milo.  

2.2.9.2. Several librarians have contacted Milo to indicate that they were harassed.  
2.2.9.3. Milo read statement from a librarian who has experienced harassment. Notes of support 

can be sent to Milo to be passed along to that librarian. 
2.2.9.4. Encourage your libraries to write policies that support free speech and develop a 

framework of support. 
 
 

2.3. Liaisons 
2.3.1. FACT2 – Katie Ghidiu  

2.3.1.1. No report. 
 

2.3.2. LACUNY – Derek Stadler 
2.3.2.1. LACUNY Institute is scheduled for May 15, 2026. 

 
2.3.3. ESLN – Kathleen Gundrum 

2.3.3.1. No report 
 

2.3.4. IDS – Mark Sullivan 
2.3.4.1. No report 

 
2.3.5. OLIS – Maureen Clements 

2.3.5.1. SUNY General Education Conference: submissions are due November 16. Conference is 
scheduled for April 9-10, 2026. 

2.3.5.2. FACT2 Nominations:  
2.3.5.2.1. New subcommittees: AI and Accessibility  

2.3.5.3. Programs coming from OLIS: 
2.3.5.3.1. Accessibility in Action Series: https://sunyolis.libcal.com/event/15457931?hs=a 
2.3.5.3.2. SUNY AI LibGuide Collaborative presentation: 

https://sunyolis.libcal.com/event/15636410 
2.3.5.3.3. Intersectionality and You Workshop: https://sunyolis.libcal.com/event/15179335 

2.3.5.4. Spotlight on SUNY Libraries: Search AI with Stony Book University. Presented by 
Mathew Hartman: https://sunyolis.libcal.com/event/15602742 

2.3.5.5. See Maureen’s post for a complete list of upcoming events and trainings: 
https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1480.0 

 
 

2.3.6. UUP – Dan Harms 
2.3.6.1. Many thanks to everyone who participated in the Library Ad Hoc Survey. 
2.3.6.2. See Dan’s report for a statement from UUP President Fred Kowal and upcoming UUP 

“Know Your Contract” sessions: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1480.0 
 

https://sunyolis.libcal.com/event/15457931?hs=a
https://sunyolis.libcal.com/event/15636410
https://sunyolis.libcal.com/event/15179335
https://sunyolis.libcal.com/event/15602742


2.3.7. NYLA – Caitlin Kenney 
2.3.7.1. Please see Caitlin’s report in the forum: 

https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1479.0 
 

2.3.8. NYSLAA – Dawn Foland 
2.3.8.1. See Dawn’s report in the forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1478.0 

 
3. Old Business 

 
4. New Business 

4.1. Chair for Professional Development Committee – Michelle Beechey 
4.1.1. Please contact Michelle if interested.  

 
4.2. University of Oregon Libraries – Michelle Beechey 

4.2.1. Request for SUNYLA to sign letter to oppose the lay-offs of library staff at the University of 
Oregon Libraries 

4.2.2. As an Association, we support the staffing of libraries with library staff. No concerns with 
signing so Michelle will sign. 
 

4.3. How many members of SUNYLA are part of the Beta Phi Mu national honors society for library 
students and educators? Aiyanna is on the executive board of the national organization. Do we know 
how much overlap between SUNYLA and the Beta Phi Mu honor society? (Beta Phi Mu is meant for 
students who have made a significant contribution to the field and have a high GPA). If there was 
enough overlap, it would be worth scheduling a reception for Beta Phi Mu members at the annual 
conference. It’s possible to send a short survey to the listserv. 

 
 
 

Meeting end time: 11:02 AM 


