SUNYLA Council Meeting
November 15, 2024
Virtual
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Meeting Attendees: Amanda Bailey, Michelle Beechey, Fred Berowski, Morgan Bond, Michelle Bowers, Kate
Brent, Milo Cameron, Beth Carpenter, Deborah Chiarella, Jennifer Collins, Joan Cook, Ayiana Crabtree, Justin
Cronise, April Davies, Jennifer DeVito, Lisa Errico, Carol Franck, Carol Anne Germain, Giovannine, Kathleen
Gundrum, Dan Harms, Rebecca Hewitt, Amy Hillick, Chris Hulsman, Jocelyn Ireland, Aileen Judd, Jean Linn,
Jill Locascio, Amanda Lowe, Joe Malek, Megan Marchese, Cheryl Marriott, Cynthia McKane, Melissa
McMullen, Jaime Neudecker, Alana Nuth, Clare O’Dowd, Chrissy O’Grady, Sarah O’Shea, Susan Perry, Violet
Price, Logan Rath, Mechele Romanchok, Adam Saunders, Heather Stalter, Kabel Nathan Stanwicks, Mary
Timmons, Tom Trinchera, Alayna Vander Veer, Jane Verostek, Rebecca Voisich, Danielle Walkup, Lori
Wienke, and Cori Wilhelm

Start Time: 10:10 AM

1. Approval of Minutes from September 13, 2024 meeting.
1.1. No corrections or additions.

2. Report Recaps

2.1. Officers
2.1.1. President — Katherine Brent

2.1.1.1.  SUNYLA has a new Archivist so please send SUNYLA documents (recent or earlier;
physical or digital) to Melissa McMullen (University of Albany).

2.1.1.2.  Two campuses are interested in hosting for 2026 (Alfred State and Brockport). Please let
Kate know if your campus interested in hosting or is no longer interested. The Council will
finalize the location by the January meeting.

2.1.1.3.  Kate sent the letter of support for Temple University librarians on October 4 and did not
receive a response.

2.1.1.4.  CafePress deleted the SUNYLA store. Please contact Kate if interested in creating a new
CafePress store.

2.1.2. First Vice President — Beth Carpenter
2.1.2.1.  Beth is looking for nominations for the spring elections.
2.1.2.2.  Open positions:
2.1.2.2.1. 15t VP, 2" VP (typically the conference chair), Treasurer, and TDG Chair

2.1.2.3.  Suggestion was made to update the bylaws to change the title for the 2! VP position
because the 2™ VP does not automatically become the 15t VP as implied by the title.

2.1.2.4.  Beth is updating the Delegate List, but the Save function is not working on the
membership database. Beth is currently managing an Excel file. This issue may be resolved as
the membership database is updated and fixed. Beth will reach out to Carol Anne Germain
and Chris Hulsman.

2.1.3. Second Vice President — Carrie Fishner
2.1.3.1.  See report in forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1384.0

2.1.4. Secretary — Alana Nuth
2.1.4.1.  No report

2.1.5. Treasurer — Leah Fitzgerald


https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1384.0

2.1.6. See report in forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1389.0

2.2. Committees
2.2.1. Membership Development — Carol Anne Germain

2.2.1.1.  Membership is consistent.

2.2.1.2.  Chris Hulsman, Logan Rath, Bill Jones, Leah Fitzgerald, and Carol Anne met to
troubleshoot the membership database and consider alternative options. Bill and Logan are
going to try to fix the database so SUNYLA will retain the current database.

2.2.1.3.  Carol Anne and Logan will give Beth access to the database so she can make updates to
the Delegates list.

2.2.1.4. Some minor issues remain that will be fixed in the next few weeks. Chris is going to
schedule a meeting to resolve the PayPal issue.

2.2.2. Personnel Policies — Heather Stalter
2.2.2.1.  Please see the report in the forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1397.0
2.2.2.2.  The committee is looking for additional members, especially if you have experience
working with data. Feel free to email Heather with questions at heather.stalter@oneonta.edu

2.2.3. Professional Development — Logan Rath
2.2.3.1.  Motion for approval of a $400 encumbrance for an Excellence in Scholarship award.
(When we revise the bylaws, we can figure out how to make it an annual encumbrance rather
than voting each year.) Motion moved, seconded, and passed to encumber $400 for the award.

2.2.4. Publications — April Davies
2.2.4.1.  The FaceBook montage is complete although with fewer pictures than in the past.
2.2.4.2.  The next issue is in February. April will send a call for submissions before the holiday
break and then another call after the new year. Ideas for themes are welcomed.
2.2.43.  Motion to deactivate SUNYLA’s Twitter (X) account, which Amanda currently manages,
and start a BlueSky account. Motion moved, seconded, and passed.

2.2.5. TDG — Anna Wong
2.2.5.1. il provided the TDG Chair update. The call for proposals for the SUNYLA Midwinter
conference went out last week. Integration Station is the theme. Looking for presentations
about integrations with platforms and other technologies.
2.2.5.2. A web page will be needed for the conference. Jill or Anna can email Chris with
information for the web page.

2.2.6. Web Development — Chris Hulsman
2.2.6.1.  No report

2.2.7. SILC (SUNYLA Information Literacy Committee) — Megan Benson and Jocelyn Ireland
2.2.7.1.  Two Community Conversations since the last SUNYLA Council meeting:
2.2.7.1.1. Addition of Al language into the SUNY GE Information Literacy Competency
and the impact on librarians. The SILC Board submitted feedback to SUNY with
suggested language before the deadline. SUNY distributed a memo on October 10 which
stated “revisions to the Information Literacy Core Competency are relatively minimal”.
2.2.7.1.2. Civic Discourse Competency on October 30.
2.2.7.1.3. Notes to both Community Conversations are linked in Jocelyn’s report:
https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1392.0
2.2.7.2.  Proposals are being accepted to the 2025 Instruction Showcase in January through
December 16. Link to the proposal form in Jocelyn’s report.
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2.2.8. Archives (ad hoc) — Melissa McMullen
2.2.8.1.  Melissa is the new Archives Ad Hoc Committee chair. Physical archives for SUNYLA
are stored at University at Buffalo. Melissa is working with UBuffalo to develop best
practices and a finding aid.

2.2.9. IDEA Committee — Milo Cameron
2.29.1.  The Committee continues to make progress on the DEI topic guides with the goal to
launch the guides in January. If have a topic for a how-to guide, contact Milo.
2.2.9.2.  Please pass information about any book bans or book challenges to Milo.
(mcameron@mvcc.edu email me ideas, thoughts, concerns for DEI)

2.3. Liaisons
2.3.1. FACT2 - Katie Ghidiu
2.3.1.1.  See report in the forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1394.0

2.3.2. LACUNY - Derek Stadler
2.3.2.1.  See report in forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1383.0

2.3.3. ESLN — Kathleen Gundrum

2.3.3.1.  Kathy is the Director of the Capital District Library Council and will be the liaison for
ESLN moving forward.

2.3.3.2.  ESLN is offering several webinars in November and December. Please see Kathy’s
report for more information: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1399.0

2.3.3.3.  ESLNis also coordinating the Academic Library Leadership Series (the next program is
scheduled for February 12 at 1:00 PM) as well as a HR series. Please see Kathy’s report for
more information: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1399.0

2.3.3.4.  Advocacy day is February 5, 2025 in Albany.

2.3.4. IDS — Mark Sullivan
2.3.4.1. No report

2.3.5. OLIS —Maureen Clements

2.3.5.1.  Susan Perry provided the OLIS report.

2.3.5.2.  The next quarterly update is scheduled for December 11th. Registration link in Susan’s
report: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1391.0

2.3.5.3.  OLIS is offering another Spotlight on SUNY Libraries program on November 19, as
well as training webinars, Library Leaders programs, and SUNY Al in Libraries Discussion
Group on different dates. Please see Susan’s report for more information:
https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1391.0

2.3.6. UUP — Dan Harms
2.3.6.1.  Discretionary Salary Increases funds should appear in paychecks by December 315
2.3.6.2.  Please see Dan’s report for a link to UUP leaders’ statement on the presidential election
and a statement from Fred Kowal on SUNY Downstate University Hospital:
https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1395.0

2.3.7. NYLA — Caitlin Kenney
2.3.7.1.  See report in forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1390.0

2.3.8. NYSLAA — Dawn Foland
2.3.8.1.  No report
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3. Old Business
3.1. Insurance for SUNYLA (association and/or board) — Carrie Fishner
3.1.1. This item is moved to the January agenda as the ad-hoc group will be meeting after using the
ESLN Ask a Lawyer on November 22nd.

3.2. Working Group to investigate new membership database solution — Logan Rath
3.2.1. Bill Jones and Logan applied a fix to the membership database. It should be working in the short
term with the exception of small issues to resolve.

3.3. Empirical Studies in Libraries Summit (ESiLS) — Logan Rath

3.3.1. Logan Rath and a colleague are creating a new conference to discuss and present empirical
research happening libraries. Logan is coming to SUNYLA as the conference needs a financial
agent to hold the funds for the conference. The idea would be to open a separate bank account
using SUNYLA’s EIN. In return, SUNYLA members receive a registration discount to the
conference.

3.3.2. Conference planners are receiving contributions from vendors so these funds need to be stored
somewhere. The conference will be virtual with separate Zoom rooms. Call for proposals deadline
is December 20.

3.3.3. In the future, the conference planning group may become its own entity as some of the
conference planners in the future may not be SUNYLA members.

3.3.4. Logan distributed a draft MOU statement to the SUNYLA listserv after the meeting on
November 15", The Council voted on the MOU via email and the MOU was approved.

Meeting adjourned at 11:25 AM



