SUNYLA Council Meeting
September 13, 2024
Virtual
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Attendees: Amanda Bailey, Nicole Baker, Fred Berowski, Michelle Bowers, Kate Brent, Milo Cameron, Beth
Carpenter, Maureen Clements, Jennifer Collins, Joan Cook, Ayiana Crabree, April Davies, Jennifer DeVito,
Carrie Fishner, Leah Fitzgerald, Ken Fujiuchi, Carol Franck, Carol Anne Germain, Kathy Gundrum, Dan
Harms, Amy Hillick, Aleshia Huber, Chris Hulsman, Jocelyn Ireland, Aileen Judd, Caitlin Kenney, Cynthia
Koman, Dana Laird, Jean Linn, Jill Locascio, Amanda Lowe, Joe Malek, Cynthia McKane, Chrissy O’Grady,
Sarah O’Shea, Susan Perry, Violet Price, Logan Rath, Yvonne Rode, Mechele Romanchock, John Santana,
Adam Saunders, Liz Simmons, Derek Stadler, Heather Stalter, Kabel Nathan Stanwicks, Marcy Strong,
Taliesin, Katelynn Telford, Tom Trinchera, Jane Verostek, Danielle Walkup, Lori Wienke, Erin Wilburn, Cori
Wilhelm, and Hilary Wong

Meeting Start Time: 10:02 AM

1. Approval of Minutes from June 12, 2024 meeting.

1.1. Minutes approved with one correct: the name of Jane Verostek was misspelled in the draft minutes and
has been corrected in the final draft of the minutes.

2. Report Recaps
2.1. Officers
2.1.1. President — Katherine Brent

2.1.1.1.  SUNYLA is looking for a chair for the ad-hoc Archives Committee to serve as an
archivist. If you are interested, send an email to Kate Brent.

2.1.1.2.  Thank you to Beth Carpenter for her willingness to serve as 1% Vice-President!

2.1.1.3.  If anyone is interested in hosting the 2026 SUNYLA annual conference at their campus,
please contact Kate.

2.1.1.4.  The Academic and Special Libraries section of NYLA is looking for presenters for an
upcoming webinar. Please contact Jamia Williams (jamia.williams@utah.edu) if interested.

2.1.2. First Vice President — Beth Carpenter
2.1.2.1.  No report!
2.1.2.2.  Beth is getting acquainted with the new position and will be checking in with delegates.

2.1.3. Second Vice President — Carrie Fishner
2.1.3.1.  Starting to plan the 2025 conference. Conference dates will be June 18-20, 2025. The
first planning committee meeting will be held in the next week or so. Looking forward to
hosting the conference in-person!

2.1.4. Secretary — Alana Nuth
2.1.4.1.  No report

2.1.5. Treasurer — Leah Fitzgerald
2.1.5.1. SUNYLA currently has $32,074.02 in our PayPal account and $9,992.30 available to us
in our bank account for a total of $42,066.32. Please see Leah’s report in the forum for more
details (https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1369.0)



2.2. Committees
2.2.1. Membership Development — Carol Anne Germain
2.2.1.1.  From Carol Anne’s report in the forum:
2.2.1.1.1. Here are the latest membership stats for September 2024
Current members: 330
Lifetime Members: 56
Student members: 95
Delegates: 59
2.2.1.2.  The Student Subcommittee is planning a Resuming Writing workshop in October and
Interviewing workshop in November. Reach out to Amanda Lowe if you are interested in
getting involved.
2.2.1.3.  There are issues with the Membership Database. Logan Rath and Bill Jones have been
working on it. The Council has to decide as to whether to keep supporting it or look for a new
product.
2.2.1.4. Logan suggested that perhaps a second WordPress instance that can be configured with a
Membership Add-on. A licensed product would be excessively expensive for an association
of our size. Logan recommends forming a small working group to investigate a new product.
2.2.1.5. Motion seconded and approved to form a working group.
2.2.1.6.  Chris Hulsman will chair, Logan Rath, Leah Fitzgerald, and Carol Anne Germain will
serve.

2.2.2. Personnel Policies — Heather Stalter
2.2.2.1.  The survey is now in Google Forms. The delivery date has been postponed.

2.2.3. Professional Development — Logan Rath
2.2.3.1.  One grant recipient such the last Council meeting. The committee will be asking for an
appropriation for the Scholarship Award in November.

2.2.4. Publications — April Davies
2.2.4.1.  April is looking for pictures for the Newsletter and social media.
2.2.4.2.  Waiting for confirmation from Fred Stoss to write a column for the next issue.
2.2.4.3. Ayiana Crabtree from SUNY Polytechnic is the committee’s new member!

2.2.5. TDG — Anna Wong
2.2.5.1.  Jill Locascio reported that there is TDG Chair documentation in the SUNYLA Google
Drive with information about duties, using Election Runner, Zoom, etc. Available for all
incoming chairs.

2.2.6. Web Development — Chris Hulsman
2.2.6.1.  Thanks to Bill Jones for training. Chris is still learning. Let Chris know if you see any
issues.

2.2.7. SILC (SUNYLA Information Literacy Committee) — Megan Benson and Jocelyn Ireland
2.2.7.1.  Community Conversations dates are set for October and focused on new updates on the
SUNY General Education requirement.
2.2.7.2.  Freya Gibbon has stepped down from the Executive Board. Nicole Westerdahl from
SUNY Oswego has replaced Freya on the Executive Board.
2.2.7.3.  Some issues with the SILC listerv.

2.2.8. Archives (ad hoc) - VACANT

2.2.9. IDEA Committee — Milo Cameron



2.2.9.1.  The committee is writing up hand-outs with information and suggestions for different
areas of DEI. For example: pronouns. Topics are varied and include working with students
with disabilities, trauma-informed practice, etc. If you have a suggestion, get in touch with
Milo. If you have expertise or insight to share, contact Milo.

2.2.9.2.  The committee is looking into the possibility of hosting webinars. Survey indicated that
information and guidance would be helpful. Milo is looking for guidance on how to host a
webinar for SUNYLA. Logan Rath and the Professional Development Committee can assist.

2.3. Liaisons
2.3.1. FACT2 — Katie Ghidiu
2.3.1.1.  No report

2.3.2. LACUNY - Derek Stadler

2.3.2.1.  2024-2025 Executive Board:
2.3.2.1.1. President: Nicole Williams
2.3.2.1.2. Vice President/ President Elect: Mark Aaron Polger (College of Staten Island)
2.3.2.1.3. Secretary -- 1 year term: Rosemary Farrell (School of Public Health)
2.3.2.14. Treasurer -- 2 year term: Charles Keyes (LaGuardia Community College)
2.3.2.15. Past President: Derek Stadler

2.3.2.2. The McCrann Lectures Series will be held on 10/18/2024, 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM.

2.3.2.3.  Our site: https://lacuny.org/

2.3.2.4.  First meeting is scheduled for this afternoon.

2.3.3. ESLN - Kathy Gundrum
2.3.3.1.  Kathy is from the Capital District Library Council to fill-in for Nate Hill.
2.3.3.2.  It’s CCDA season. Be sure to submit the online and the physical form. Contact your local
library resource council if need assistance.
2.3.3.3.  Next week is the first in a series about middle management that ESLN is hosting free of
charge. All are welcome.
https://rrlc.org/event/personal-development-esin-academic-leadership-
series/?vero_id=moshe%40senylrc.org&vero _conv=KPG84zRAUOPU7CUxyZP1916al ArQIQbI9P3RiQ
hNm-JCf-gcsNEmPFx7131X8C22nEkgVsBKISP93UUT2272-9 BNWxg-SQP92qE%3D
2.3.4. ESLN is working with the Ask a Librarian service and planning a series of webinars on HR and
another on Accessibility.
2.3.5. Thanks to OLIS for co-sponsoring the ACRL RoadShow. ESLN is happy to coordinate with
OLIS and SUNYLA in the future.
2.3.6. The NYLA conference is scheduled for early November in Syracuse. ESNL is hosting a lunch on
November 7 at Noon, speaker is the Executive Director of the Library Freedom Project.

2.3.7. IDS — Mark Sullivan
2.3.8. No report

2.3.9. OLIS — Maureen Clements
2.3.9.1.  Look out for a new posting for a Digital Initiatives Project Manager and Support
Specialist.
2.3.9.2.  See the September 2024 OLIS Bulletin for more information on OLIS’s activities:
https://sunyolis.libguides.com/olis/2024-2025bulletin#s-1g-box-33094836
2.3.9.3.  OLIS is working with Ken Fujiuchi on writing an Al LibGuide. (More in New Business)
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2.3.10. UUP — Dan Harms
2.3.10.1. Links are located in Dan’s report for advocacy.
2.3.10.2. DSI discussion is happening on the SUNYLA listserv. Local administration has a lot of
control over DSI. Each process is different across campuses.
2.3.10.3. [Ifinterested in supporting librarians at Temple University, please see Dan’s post to sign a
petition using a non-work computer during non-work time.

2.3.11. NYLA — Caitlin Kenney
2.3.11.1. NYLA has elected new council members:
Ginger Tebo - NYLA-President Elect (representing k-12 schools)
Alexandra Mecardo - NYLA Councilor at Large (representing public libraries)
Sue Ludington - NYLA Councilor at Large (representing Academic/Special Libraries)
2.3.11.2. The Annual Conference will take place in Syracuse from November 6-9. More
information and registration here: https://www.nyla.org/annual-conference

2.3.12. NYSLAA — Dawn Foland
2.3.12.1. Dawn is going to consider serving as the NYSLAA chair.

3. Old Business
3.1. Insurance for SUNYLA (association and/or board) — Carrie Fishner
3.1.1. Discussed during the June SUNYLA Council meeting. More research was needed. Carrie looked
at the Ask a Lawyer service and found something that somewhat addressed the issue.
3.1.1.1.  Insurance for Friends of the Library Groups: https://wnylrc.org/rag/insurance-friends-
library-groups. Some discussion for Executive Boards towards the bottom. Directors and
Officers (D&N) insurance might not be needed unless the Board is very active on social
media, political topics, and/or advocacy.
3.1.2. Site insurance is generally covered by the campus hosting the event
3.1.3. Further investigation would be helpful.
3.1.4. ESLN is also working with Cole (Ask the Lawyer service) to present a webinar on Directors and
Officers Insurance. The date has not been set yet, but it may be relevant for this topic.
3.1.5. Would another ad-hoc group to investigate be helpful? Is it worth pursuing? Better to investigate
and get more information. Susan Perry is interested in investigating.
3.1.6. Motion moved, seconded, and approved.

4. New business
4.1. Proposed Resolution — Dan Harms
4.1.1. Dan is proposing the following resolution which woud support the current letter-writing
campaign that UUP is leading:

“RESOLVED, that the SUNY Librarian’s Association stands in support of the librarians at Temple
University as they strive for fair pay and humane working conditions, and further

“RESOLVED, that the SUNYLA president will communicate these sentiments to the Board of Trustees at
Temple University.”

4.1.2. Motion moved, seconded, and approved to move forward with the resolution. Kate Brent will
work with Dan Harms on the wording.

4.2. Al LibGuide Working Group — Ken Fujiuchi
4.2.1. Al LibGuide Working Group: Emerging from the 23/24 Fact2 Al Task Group, OLIS will help
support the development of an internal LibGuide designed to serve as a resource SUNY libraries
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can use to populate their own guides. We will conduct regular meetings to coalesce around
definitions, concepts, and best practices related to Al and document these outcomes so they can be
shared. If you are interested in participating in this working group, please contact Ken Fujiuchi,
Emerging Technologies Librarian at Buffalo State.

4.2.2. FACT2 working group is looking for a SUNY-wide resource to share presentations, definitions,
and guides already created for higher education. There are challenges with using BrightSpace to
communicate with all campuses. The resource is not meant to be a public but for SUNY librarians.
Al is the pilot but could be used for other relevant topics. Examples: Al in Information Literacy,
infrastructure of Primo’s Research Assistant.

4.2.3. The proposed LibGuide is meant to serve as a centralized space for content and collaboration.
Campuses can have their individual iterations. OLIS is also setting up a Basecamp for Al. Contact
Ken if you are interested in serving on the working group.

4.2.4. Al has been a focus at CDLC over the past year, resulting in a LibGuide:
https://cdlc.org/libraries-and-ai

Meeting end time at 10:59 AM


mailto:fujiuck@buffalostate.edu?subject=AI%20LibGuide%20Working%20Group
https://cdlc.org/libraries-and-ai

