
SUNYLA Council Meeting  
January 10, 2025 

Virtual 
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

 
Attendees: Nicole Baker, Fred Berowski, Morgan Bond, Michelle Bowers, Milo Cameron, Beth Carpenter, 
Maureen Clements, Joan Cook, Ayiana Crabtree, Jennifer DeVito, Lisa Errico, Carrie Fishner, Leah Fitzgerald, 
Kathy Gundrum, Dan Harms, Rebecca Hewitt, Christina Hilburger, Chris Hulsman, Jocelyn Ireland, Aileen 
Judd, Jill Kehoe, Yvonne Kester, Cynthia Koman, Jill Locascio, Amanda Lowe, Joe Malek, Giovannine 
Matheron, Jaime Neudecker, Alana Nuth, Chrissy O’Grady, Sarah O’Shea, Alessandra Otero Ramos, Susan 
Perry, Violet Price, Logan Rath, Mechele Romanchock, Adam Saunders, Heather Stalter, Kabel Nathan 
Stanwicks, Marcy Strong, Katelynn Telford, Ben Van Tol, Jane Verostek, Rebecca Voisiche, Lori Wienke, Cori 
Wilhelm, and Hilary Wong 
 
Meeting start time: 10:01 AM 
 

1. Approval of Minutes from November 15, 2024 meeting. 
1.1. Motion to approve the minutes was moved and approved with one correction: the ESILS memorandum 

of agreement was voted upon and approved via email after the November 15th SUNYLA Council 
meeting. 

2. Report Recaps  
2.1. Officers 

2.1.1. President – Katherine Brent 
2.1.1.1. Kate was unable to attend the meeting so Beth Carpenter ran the meeting and shared 

Kate’s report.  
2.1.1.2. The vote to join NYLA as an institutional member was approved but we now need to 

decide who should submit the actual paperwork: the President or the Treasurer. Once that 
decision is made, the position description/procedure should be updated so that the 
membership is renewed annually. This item was not added to New Business so it can be 
added to New Business for the next meeting. 

2.1.1.3. Brockport is willing to serve as the host for the 2026 annual conference with a 
representative from Brockport serving as 2nd VP. Alfred is interested in hosting the 2027 
conference. 
 

2.1.2. First Vice President – Beth Carpenter 
2.1.2.1. Still looking for nominations for 1st VP and Treasurer. These positions are a great 

opportunity for new people to get involved with the SUNYLA Executive Board.  
2.1.2.2. Beth continues to update and maintain the delegate spreadsheet which will be 

incorporated into the new membership database when it’s ready. 
 

2.1.3. Second Vice President – Carrie Fishner  
2.1.3.1. Planning is underway for the 2025 conference. Updates: 

2.1.3.1.1. New items for the website are being prepared so the conference website can go 
live and be linked to the SUNYLA website. 

2.1.3.1.2. The residence hall rate will be $45 per night. All rooms are singles unless a 
doubled is requested. Linens are included. The rooms do not have A/C but fans will be 
placed in each room. 

2.1.3.1.3. Hotels will be difficult to find because of Delhi’s proximity to Cooperstown and 
the Baseball Hall of Fame. Prices will go up as well. Oneonta is a good option. Oneonta 
is about a 30 minute drive from Delhi. Once Carrie gets a rate for a block of rooms, she 
will update the conference website. Please book soon as rooms will be booked closer to 



June. Air BnB’s and bed and breakfasts are also an option. See Carrie’s report in the 
forum for more information. 

2.1.3.1.4. The call for proposals was distributed in December. The proposals deadline is 
February 28.  

2.1.3.1.5. The committee is planning fun options for Wednesday and Thursday. Residence 
halls will remain open at the same rate for Friday and Saturday evenings in case anyone 
would like to extend their stay.  
 

2.1.4. Secretary – Alana Nuth 
2.1.4.1.1. No report 

 
2.1.5. Treasurer – Leah Fitzgerald  

2.1.5.1. Currently, SUNYLA has $21,700.23 in the bank and $32,187.88 in PayPal. Please see 
Leah’s report in the forum for more details. 

 
2.2. Committees 

2.2.1. Membership Development – Carol Anne Germain  
2.2.1.1. The working group is in the process of changing the membership database to the same 

platform used for conference registration: RegFox. The change will require that all members 
be migrated to the new platform with new membership number. RegFox includes an auto-
renew feature. The change will require that dues rates for non-NYS LIS students. This item 
will require a vote. It was not added to New Business for this meeting so it can be added as 
New Business for the March meeting.  
 

2.2.2. Personnel Policies – Heather Stalter  
2.2.2.1. No report. 

 
2.2.3. Professional Development – Logan Rath 

2.2.3.1. The grants committee is looking at one grant. 
 

2.2.4. Publications – April Davies 
2.2.4.1. The February newsletter theme is outreach. Call for submissions was distributed in 

December. 
2.2.4.2. Since the last meeting, the Twitter/X account was closed and a Bluesky account was 

created. 
2.2.4.3. As an item for New Business: does SUNYLA want to look at an alternative platform to 

Facebook in response to recent activites by Meta?  
 

2.2.5. TDG – VACANT  
2.2.5.1. As the TDG Chair position is vacant, Jill Locasio is filling in.  
2.2.5.2. The Midwinter Conference is scheduled for Friday February 7. Once the Zoom account is 

updated to a webinar account, registration can be opened and Jill can begin hosting test 
sessions with presenters.  
 

2.2.6. Web Development – Chris Hulsman 
2.2.6.1. Chris will be setting up the new Zoom account referenced by Jill this afternoon.  
2.2.6.2. Big thanks to Logan for work on membership database. 

 
2.2.7. SILC (SUNYLA Information Literacy Committee) – Megan Benson and Jocelyn Ireland  

2.2.7.1. SILC hosted an informal Community Conversation in December which focused on 
successes from the fall semester and what everyone is looking forward to in the spring.  



2.2.7.2. The SILC Instruction Showcase is scheduled for Monday, January 13 from 10:00 AM to 
3:30 PM. The Showcase is virtual. The link to register with sessions is located in the report.  
 

2.2.8. Archives (ad hoc) – Melissa McMullen 
2.2.8.1. No report 

 
2.2.9. IDEA Committee – Milo Cameron 

2.2.9.1. The IDEA Committee is getting ready to launch its first mini-guide with the next 
newsletter.   

2.2.9.2. The IDEA Committee is partnering with the Professional Development Committee to 
host a virtual two-hour workshop about advocacy and allyship on January 21. The focus will 
be understanding our positionality and intersectionality and how to be an active ally. Limited 
registration because of interactive nature of the workshop. The Committee plans to host the 
workshop again and is willing to host in-person or virtual session for libraries outside of 
SUNY. 

 
2.3. Liaisons 

2.3.1. FACT2 – Katie Ghidiu 
2.3.1.1. See Katie’s report in forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1412.0 

  
2.3.2. LACUNY – Derek Stadler 

2.3.2.1. See report in the forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1403.0 
 

2.3.3. ESLN – Kathleen Gundrum 
2.3.3.1. ESLN has been working with Stephanie “Cole” Adams from the Ask a Lawyer service to 

host several human resources workshops in January and the coming months. There’s a link to 
registration in Kathy’s report.  

2.3.3.2. ESLN is also hosting a leadership series for academic libraries. The first session is abougt 
budgeting in March. More programs in April and May. Working with academic libraries for 
leadership series: budget in March, program in April and May.  

2.3.3.3. ESLN is sponsoring PILLARS on July 11 in OCM BOCES in Syracuse. The audience is 
high school and college libraries and the topic is artificial intelligence. 

2.3.3.4. ESLN will be starting a Sustainable Library Initiative which has the potential to be a 
partnership wit SUNYLA.  

2.3.3.5. The CCDA application has passed. Get in touch with your regional library council if your 
library has not yet submitted its application. 
 

2.3.4. IDS – Mark Sullivan 
2.3.4.1. No report 

 
2.3.5. OLIS – Maureen Clements 

2.3.5.1. OLIS just released a job add for an Associate Director for Licensing and Business 
Operations. 

2.3.5.2. Susan Perry will be transition to part-time, effective January 16. 
2.3.5.3. Information about upcoming events are listed in Maureen’s report: 

https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1413.0 
2.3.5.4. Maureen’s report also includes conference information. Keep in mind that SUNYLA 

proposals may be relevant to these conferences as well. It’s worth considering submitting a 
proposal to multiple conferences as the audience is totally different.  

 
2.3.6. UUP – Dan Harms 

2.3.6.1. DSI has been distributed. 

https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1413.0


 
2.3.7. NYLA – Caitlin Kenney 

2.3.7.1. No report 
 

2.3.8. NYSLAA – Dawn Foland 
2.3.8.1. No report 

 
3. Old Business 

3.1. Insurance for SUNYLA (association and/or board) – Carrie Fishner 
3.1.1. Susan Perry, Kate Brent, and Carrie attended a webinar in November. They need to meet again 

to compare notes from the webinar. The webinar was hosted by Stephanie “Cole” Adams from Ask 
a Lawyer. Most of the focus was on library boards. The group has to discuss how this information 
translates to SUNYLA.  
 

3.2. Working Group to investigate new membership database solution – Logan Rath 
3.2.1. SUNYLA will be transition to RegFox for its membership database. The payment feature has to 

be configured. Logan will be the primary contact for payment issues. All memberships have to be 
migrated. Logan will generate an email to send members their new membership numbers.   

3.2.2. The motion to move to RegFox as the new membership platform was seconded and the motion 
was approved.  

 
3.3. Update on the draft SUNY Sustainability and Climate Agenda – Fred Stoss 

3.3.1. Fred Stoss was not at the meeting so this item will be moved to the March meeting agenda. 
 

4. New Business 
4.1. Current requirements for the Chancellor’s Award for Librarianship – Carrie Fishner 

4.1.1. Currently, if a person holds the title of library director, that person is not eligible for the 
Chancellor’s Award for Librarianship but is eligible for the Professional Award. 

4.1.2. This is problematic because library directors do the work of librarians and are promoted using 
the same tenure and promotion process as librarians. The campus title is library director but the 
state title is senior assistant librarian, associate librarian, or librarian. 

4.1.3. For next steps, Logan is going to make contact to gather more information. If SUNYLA is in 
support, Carrie (or someone?) can write a statement advocate for changing the eligibility. 
  

5. Vote to discontinue the Facebook page or make the decision during the March meeting 
5.1. Because the Facebook account does not get much use and because of concerns about recent activities 

with Facebook and Meta, the motion was seconded and moved to discontinue the Facebook account. 
5.2. The motion was subsequently withdrawn considering further discussion. 
5.3. This item will be on the agenda for the March meeting. In the meantime, delegates are encouraged to 

talk with colleagues about this topic. 
5.4. Amanda Lowe is going to post a statement to Facebook indicating that the page is no longer being 

updated and that interested parties should follow SUNYLA on Bluesky. 
5.5. As an opportunity for further discussion, SUNYLA does have an outreach/marketing listserv which 

could be used to further discuss this topic: https://sunyla.org/listservs/ 
 
6. Non-LIS Student Membership 

6.1. A non-LIS student will be presenting with a librarian at ACRL and would like to use the SUNYLA 
discount.  

6.2. After discussion, the decision was made that non-LIS students can become SUNYLA members and 
make use of SUNYLA benefits, including professional development and membership discounts. As the 
intent is for LIS students, the website language will not be changed. 

 

https://sunyla.org/listservs/


Meeting adjourned: 11:06 AM 


