SUNYLA Council Meeting
June 12, 2024
Buffalo State University & Virtual
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Attendees: Michelle Beechey, Megan Benson, Fred Berowski, Morgan Bond, Michelle Bowers, Kate Brent,
Beth Carpenter, Maureen Clements, Ayiana Crabtree, Justin Cronise, April Davies, Jennifer DeVito, Molly
Eadie, Lisa Errico, Carrie Fishner, Leah Fitzgerald, Carol Franck, Carol Anne Germain, Neyda Gilman, Daniel
Harms, Rebecca Hewitt, Aleshia Huber, Jocelyn Ireland, Aileen Judd, Jill Kehoe, Caitlin Kenney, Sheryl Knab,
Dana Laird, Amanda Lowe, Charles Lyons, Joseph Malek, Cheryl Marriott, Giovannine Matheron, Jaime
Neudecker, Alana Nuth, Clare O’Dowd, Chrissy O’Grady, Sarah O’Shea, Alessandra Otero Ramos, Susan
Perry, Violet Price, Logan Rath, Mechele Romanchock, Adam Saunders, Renee Schmidt, Julie Setele, Lauren
Sosnowski, Derek Stadler, Kabel Stanwicks, Rebecca Steere, Mark Sullivan, Katelynn Telford, Mary Timmons,
Jane Verostek, Danielle Walkup, Cori Wilhelm, and Anna Wong,

Meeting start time: 10:00 AM

1. Approval of Minutes from March 22, 2024 meeting.

1.1. Motioned to approve, minutes approved

2. Report Recaps
2.1. Officers
2.1.1. President — Adam Saunders
2.1.1.1.  Thank you to Charles Lyons, 2™ VP and Conference Chair, as well as the conference
planning committee, especially Justin Crossfox, Local Arrangements Chair; Carrie Fishner,
Vendor Relations Chair; and Logan Rath, Registration Chair. Thank you to everyone who was
involved in this group effort!
2.1.1.2.  NovelNY funding has passed! The budget passing was a huge win. Thank you everyone
for your efforts, including those who shared impact statements and contacted state legislators.
Thanks to OLIS and Maureen Clements.
2.1.1.3.  The NYS Library shared a statement regarding the funding of NovelNY. Please see
Adam’s report for statement: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1351.0
2.1.1.4.  Funding is through June 30, 2025.
2.1.1.5.  Changes in officer seats and committee chairs:
2.1.1.5.1. Bill Jones has stepped down as the Web Manager. Chris Hulsman of Buffalo State
University has stepped into the role.
2.1.1.5.2. New chair for the TDG, Anna Wong.
2.1.1.5.3. Jenny Collins has stepped down as chair of the Archives Committee and so a new
chair will have to be appointed.
2.1.1.54. Many thanks to Jill Locascio for her work as 1% VP and President-Elect. Jill has
stepped down from this position so there is a vacancy. Typically, the 1% VP steps into
the President role immediately after the conference. Because of the vacancy in the 15 VP
role, the Council had two options:
2.1.1.5.4.1. Hold a special election immediately. The Council did not pursue this
option because it seemed hasty and like poor timing with the existing spring
election.
2.1.1.5.4.2. The incoming VP would fill the President position and then after the
conference, the Council would hold a special election to fill the vacant 15 VP
position. The Council is pursuing this option.



2.1.1.5.4.3. Katherine Brent was elected as 15 VP and will be filling the President role.
A special election will happen after the conference for the 1 VP position.
2.1.1.5.4.3.1. Adam, as past-president, will work closely with Katherine to ensure a
smooth transition.
2.1.1.5.4.3.2. Thank you for the opportunity to serve as SUNYLA President and thank
you for all the support from the other officers.

2.1.2. First Vice President — VACANT

2.1.3. Second Vice President — Charles Lyons
2.1.3.1.  Welcome to Buffalo State University! Thank you for everyone for their help in planning
this conference! Great team effort! Estimates that the conference will generate a profit of a
couple thousand dollars. 177 registered attendees, plus 22 vendors. 199 total attendees. 20 to
25% of attendees are outside of SUNY (privates, CUNY, out of state, and even out of the
country).
2.1.3.2.  Fun attendees planned at 2:00 PM. First-time attendee meeting at 1:00 PM.

2.1.4. Secretary — Alana Nuth
2.1.4.1.  No report

2.1.5. Treasurer — Leah Fitzgerald
2.1.5.1.  In the bank account and PayPal, SUNYLA has about $52,000. This amount will be
updated after the conference.
2.1.5.2.  Leah has new contact information. Please see her report in the forum
(https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1361.0) and the SUNYLA website for the new
contact information (https://sunyla.org/executive-board/)

2.2. Committees
2.2.1. Membership Development — Carol Anne Germain

2.2.1.1.  About 300 current members. There were a few issues with PayPal when Leah
transitioned to her new position. Please contact Carol Anne if you have experienced issues
that were not yet corrected.

2.2.1.2.  Please be aware that the membership database has to be manually updated so try to
update membership a couple weeks before the conference.

2.2.1.3.  Future Librarians Conference Day had an excellent turn-out. YouTube video link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVxKqRg1H7Y&t=6031s

2.2.1.4.  Our student membership is at approximately 60 members. Amanda Lowe contacted
library schools in New York State to promote free membership.

2.2.2. Personnel Policies — Heather Stalter
2.2.2.1.  See report on forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1352.0
2.2.2.2.  Questions:
2.2.2.2.1. Is the proposed deadline of October 31 reasonable?
2.222.1.1. Yes
22222 How should results be shared?
2.2.2.2.2.1.1. Discussion: who are the stakeholders? Administrators? Should the
committee publish the data internally and then leave it up to individuals to
share with their library administrators? What about providing a summary to
the SUNYLA Council and then decide how to share the data after the
summary is available? Present the aggregator data at the Library Directors
Meeting.



https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1361.0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVxKqRg1H7Y&t=6031s
https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1352.0

2.2.3. Professional Development — Logan Rath
2.2.3.1.  Awards will be announced at the luncheon tomorrow.
2.2.3.2.  This year was the most active for grants with seven grant applications received. Because
of this activity, the Committee has run out of funds for last year’s grants and is running low
on funds for this year’s grants. Request for $10,000 to cover grants from last year and this
year. The funds would cover the existing grants and then would be available for future grants.
2.2.3.3.  Motion so moved, seconded, and passed.

2.2.4. Publications — April Davies
2.2.4.1. Themed issues went alright. Feedback welcomed. Please send comments to April.
2.2.42.  See report in forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1354.0

2.2.5. TDG — Anna Wong
2.2.5.1.  No report.

2.2.6. Web Development — Chris Hulsman
2.2.6.1.  No report.

2.2.7. SILC (SUNYLA Information Literacy Committee) — Megan Benson and Jocelyn Ireland

2.2.7.1.  SILC held two Community Conversations since last Council meeting in March.

2.2.7.2.  Asarefresher, SILC focuses on information literacy and is more relevant to teaching
librarians. The Committee offers one to two Community Conversations each semester and an
Instruction Showcase in January.

2.2.7.3.  SIG session from 4:00 to 5:00 PM.

2.2.7.4.  See report in forum for more information:
https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1357.0

2.2.8. Archives (ad hoc) - VACANT
2.2.8.1.  This position is vacant. If interested in serving, contact a SUNYLA Council officer.
2.2.8.2.  The committee is responsible for archiving all SUNYLA documentation and paperwork.
Physical archive kept at University at Buffalo.

2.2.9. IDEA Committee — Milo Cameron
2.2.9.1.  See report in forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1358.0

2.3. Liaisons
2.3.1. FACT2 — Katie Ghidiu
2.3.1.1.  No report.

2.3.2. LACUNY - Derek Stadler
2.3.2.1.  See report in forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1350.0
2.3.2.2.  2024-2025 Election Results:
2.3.2.2.1. President: Nicole Williams (School of Public Health)
23222 Vice President/ President Elect: Mark Aaron Polger (College of Staten Island)
2.3.2.2.3. Secretary -- 1 year term: Rosemary Farrell (School of Public Health)
2.3.2.24. Treasurer -- 2 year term: Charles Keyes (LaGuardia Community College)
2.3.2.3.  Two library school scholarships:
2.3.2.3.1. Dalia Leonardo Library School Scholarship:
2.3.23.1.1. Gianna Nicole Fraccalvieri
2.3.23.1.2. Janna M. Luttrell
2.3.23.2. Jay Bernstein Memorial Scholarship
2.3.2.3.2.1.1. Jill Cirasella (Graduate Center)



2.3.2.3.2.1.2. Mark Aaron Polger (College of Staten Island)

2.3.3. ESLN — Sheryl Knab
2.3.4. Please see report in forum for full details (must be logged in to download document):
https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1353.0
2.3.4.1.  Many thanks for all the advocacy efforts for NovelNY.
2.3.42. 4.5% increase funding in Coordinated Collection Development Aid (CCDA)
2.3.4.3.  ESLN submitted a lengthy comment to support the retention of Academic Libraries
information in IPEDS. Salary survey for institutions depends on IPEDS data. Local and
national needs.
2.3.44. ESLN Academic Advisory Group:
2.3.4.4.1. Academic Director Survey to determine how local advocacy efforts on campus
are working and whether further resources are needed.
2.3.44.2. ESLN Academic Library Leadership Series: leadership training series with panel
discussions for middle managers. The series starts in September.
2.3.4.5.  Only 16 people signed up for ACRL Roadshow “Building Your Research Data
Management Toolkit”. Up to sixty seats so lots of availability. Co-sponsored between OLIS
and ESLN.
2.3.4.6.
2.3.5. IDS — Mark Sullivan
2.3.5.1.  See report in forum: https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1362.0

2.3.6. OLIS —Maureen Clements

2.3.6.1. New NovelNY offerings will be available July 1. Further information coming.

2.3.6.2.  Still opening on the SUNY Connect Core Task Force. Work begins in early fall to
evaluate the SUNY Connect products from EBSCO and Gale.

2.3.6.3.  Over 700 comments to support retaining Academic Libraries data in IPEDS on NCES
website (https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAViewDocument?ref nbr=202402-1850-008.)

2.3.6.4. Based on responses, it’s not looking favorable that the Academic Library data will be
included, but NCES is opening an additional comment period.

2.3.6.5.  On June 26, OLIS is hosting an Innovation and Al Product Development in Alma/Primo
webinar.

2.3.6.6.  OnJuly 16 and 17, ESNL and OLIS co-sponsored program: Building Your Research
Data Management Data toolkit.

2.3.6.7.  OLIS is renewing its Library Leadership and Management Certificate series through
CPD.

2.3.6.8. SUNY OER Summit is scheduled for October 16-17, 2024. Proposal submissions are due
July 31.

2.3.6.9.  OLIS is preparing for the upcoming academic school year.

2.3.7. UUP - Dan Harms
2.3.7.1.  Contractual salary increases are coming based on base salary and for employees with
continuing appointment.
2.3.7.2.  Individual Development Awards (IDA): open access publication charges are not being
paid for but other publication costs (editing and indexing) are eligible for funding.
2.3.7.3.  Ongoing concerns with state funding at campuses. Advocacy continues.

2.3.8. NYLA — Caitlin Kenney
2.3.8.1. NYLA members, please vote for NYLA Council elections, deadline is Friday, June 14.
2.3.8.2.  Legislative session has ended, but some bills are still outstanding for the next legislative
session.


https://sunyla.org/forums/index.php?topic=1362.0
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAViewDocument?ref_nbr=202402-1850-008

2.3.8.3. NYLA is selling t-shirts as a fundraiser: https://www.bonfire.com/new-york-library-
association160/bonfire

2.3.9. NYSLAA — Dawn Foland
2.39.1.  No report.

Old Business
3.1. Next steps for SUNYLA to join NYLA as an organizational member — Adam Saunders

3.1.1. The Council has opted for the entry-level membership option which costs $100 for first year and
$200 for future years. The membership includes two seats as NYLA members which would be
allocated to the President and 1% Vice-President to attend conference, and is meant to be an
incentive to serve in these positions. The Council considered adding additional memberships but
thought that starting with the most basic option would be a good way to start and then could
expand from there (by paying for additional memberships so other officers could attend NYLA
conferences at no cost if there was sufficient interest).

3.1.2. No additional financial obligations beyond the $100/$200 membership fee. The organizational
membership provides a networking opportunity and SUNYLA could help shape conference
planning.

3.1.3. Motion so moved, seconded, and approved.

3.2. IDEA Committee Statement on Palestine and Israel — Milo Cameron and Julie Setele
3.2.1. The Committee has not had enough time to discuss their options with the statement. Tabled for
now. Further discussion in the future within the committee.

. New business

4.1. SUNYLA committee, interest group, or working group about artificial intelligence — Carrie Marten

4.1.1. Carrie is interested in a discussion about the technical side of Al (as there are already
conversations happening about Al in instruction). What are other electronic resources librarians
and technical librarians hearing about and doing with AI? Are they using it as all? Information
discussion group to discuss, learn, and share?

4.1.2. OLIS is very interested, especially the technical side of Al and how to coordinate and manage all
the information being shared about Al.

4.1.3. What about a SUNY technology spotlights series? Opportunity for TDG? Local regional
councils may be offering professional development opportunities on this issue as well.

4.1.4. Decision to hand the discussion off to TDG rather than starting a new committee or working
group.

4.2. Insurance for SUNYLA (association and/or board) — Carrie Fishner

4.2.1. Carrie has worked with other non-profits, and the topic of insurance has arisen. As a non-profit
that is hosting large, in-person events, SUNYLA and its council members could be held liable if
something were to happen. As an organization of our size and that has been around for so long, it
would be helpful to compare ourselves with other organizations that could be considered our peers
to make sure that we are doing everything that we should be.

4.2.2. Conference event insurance has been purchased in the past.

4.2.3. Carol Anne said that 10+ years ago at Albany, the campus insurance covered the conference.

4.2.4. What coverage is available as employees at each of our campuses? SUNYLA members are
serving in dual roles as service to the profession and individual members. Members join as
individual, but what about serving as a board member (dual roles) rather than as a member and
attendee only?

4.2.5. It may be worth using the Ask a Lawyer service through ESLN to get more information.
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Meeting end time: 11:31 AM



