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The UN calls the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) 
“the blueprint to achieve a better and 
more sustainable future for all” by 
2030. The 17 interconnected goals 
address such global challenges as 
poverty, hunger, health, inequality, 
climate change, environmental 
degradation, energy, and more.





Relevant SUNY global learning initiatives
● SDGs in 17 Rooms

○ Based on the Brookings 

Institution and Rockefeller 

Foundation’s

“17 Rooms” initiative

● SUNY COIL Global Commons: 

Storytelling and the SDGs

http://sdg17rooms-u.sunycreate.cloud/
https://system.suny.edu/global/coil-global-commons/
https://system.suny.edu/global/coil-global-commons/


Global learning at MCC
● “Building global engagement and 

understanding” is part of the 

college’s mission.

● Our Global Education and 

International Services 

Department promotes and 

supports global learning.



The UN Sustainable Development Goals in 17 Study Rooms
● Students (and faculty and staff) 

adopt an SDG and transform one of 

17 study rooms to communicate 

information about the SDG to the 

campus.

● How they do it is up to them.

● Inspired by SUNY’s SDGs in 17 

Rooms.



Tying it to the curriculum
● Emphasizes group collaboration 

and global learning—2 HIPs.

● Any class, club, committee, or 

other group can participate.

● Information on view all year—can 

be incorporated into coursework.

● Culminates in walking tour during 

International Education Week.



Implementation
● Collaborate with Global Learning

● Create LibGuide

● Create calls for participation & 

posters

● Meet with faculty & visit classes

● Support student research

● Coordinate access & materials

● Plan walking tour



Outcomes TBD...
Unfortunately, this project was 

interrupted by the COVID-19 

pandemic. We will relaunch it when 

our campus is fully open again.



Think about how the SDGs 
align with your curriculum. 
You might want to try 
something similar on your 
campus.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XTBYMfZyrM


Thank you for 
attending this 
lightning talk.

Andrea Kingston

Digital Initiatives & Special Projects Librarian
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Questions?

Please contact me.


