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Student-Parents in Context



College Students Who Are Parents

➔ Nationally
◆ Represent one in five college students
◆ Are more likely to be students of color than white
◆ Are older than nonparents
◆ Are likely to have children preschool age or younger

➔ Monroe Community College
◆ Are less likely to graduate on time despite having higher 

first-semester GPAs
◆ Graduation rate for single mom learners of 8%

Cruse, L. R., Holtzman, T., Gault, B., Croom, D., & Polk, P. (2019, Apr. 11). Parents in college by the numbers. Institute for Women’s Policy Research. https://iwpr.org/publications/parents-college-numbers/

DeMario, Mary Ann M. (2020, Spring). Supporting Student-Parents. Inside IR, 11(2), 4-5. 

https://iwpr.org/publications/parents-college-numbers/


Perceptions of Academic Libraries

➔ Feel stigma around being a student-parent 

➔ Restrictive policies prevent children on 

campus

➔ Libraries “feel off limits” and “can not 

imagine that children would be welcome”

➔ Request designated space where children 

and noise are welcomed

➔ Unaware of library services that would 

support them as student-parents

Scott, R., & Varner, B. (2020, May 21). Student-parents and academic libraries: Peer to peer review. Library Journal. 
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Student-Parent Strengths

➔ Have higher GPAs than students who are not parents

➔ Are dedicated, focused, motivated students
➔ Have to make decisions between childcare, studying, 

and self-care
➔ More likely than non parents to work

Cruse, L. R., Gault, B., Suh, J., & DeMario, M. M. (2018, May 10). Time Demands of Single Mother College Students and the Role of Child Care in their Postsecondary Success. Institute for Women’s Policy Research. 

https://iwpr.org/publications/single-mothers-college-time-use/#_ftn2
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Supporting Student-Parents
at MCC



Campus Initiatives

★ Administration focusing more on 

student-parents

★ Childcare center and new free drop-in 

childcare

★ Resource Committee now includes 

subcommittee on student-parents

★ A facilitated single-parent student group 

recently formed, meeting weekly via 

Zoom
Photo by Jerry Wang via Unsplash.

https://unsplash.com/photos/KV9F7Ypl2N0


Grant-Funded Projects

★ Participating in the Education Design Lab 

Single Moms Success Design Challenge: 

How can community colleges improve 

single moms’ completion rates by 

intentionally addressing their needs?

★ Finalist for the Rise Prize: looking to 

increase student-parents’ postsecondary 

success.

Photo by Honey Yanibel Minaya Cruz via Unsplash.

https://eddesignlab.org/singlemomssuccess/
https://eddesignlab.org/singlemomssuccess/
https://theriseprize.com/
https://unsplash.com/photos/laORtJZaieU


Library Initiatives
➔ Family-friendly study rooms

➔ Kid Kits

➔ Student-parent-friendly policies and 

procedures

➔ Changing tables in M&F restrooms 

(request pending)

Photo by Santi Vedri via Unsplash.
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Our family-friendly study rooms 
include kid- and adult-sized 
furniture, computers, 
whiteboards, coloring supplies, 
and children’s books.



Family-friendly study rooms at both MCC Libraries

Photos by Andrea Kingston.



Issues Tackled

★ funding

★ space

★ policies and procedures

★ staff buy-in

★ marketing to campus community

Creating Our Family-Friendly Study Rooms

Lessons Learned

★ try to put yourself in the student’s shoes

★ don’t forget about child-proofing

★ it takes more time than expected

★ lots of details emerge during the process

★ too many cooks can complicate the 

broth



Our Kid Kits provide 
educational toys and games 
sorted by age group that can 
be used anywhere in the 
library.



Kid Kits for in-library use: kid-sized backpacks with age-appropriate toys (sorted by 
color, also tagged w/ kit # and barcode) 

Photos by Andrea Kingston.



Kid Kit menus: 3 toys per kit, organized by age range, color-coordinated w/ backpacks



Concept

★ Educational toys and games to keep kids 

occupied while parents study

★ Divided by age range (toddler to tween)

Creating Our Kid Kits

Lessons Learned

★ Avoid noisy toys

★ Note sizes when ordering if using 

backpacks or other containers

★ Many toys have lots of small, loose parts; 

you may need to adjust packaging

★ Have a plan for keeping them clean and 

organized



Creating Our Policies and Procedures

★ Reviewed other colleges’ policies 

★ Consulted Access Services staff

★ Our policies:

○ Clearly state that children are welcome in the 

library

○ Warn that they must be supervised at all times

★ Info online at 

https://libguides.monroecc.edu/studentparents 
Photo by Belinda Fewings via Unsplash.

https://libguides.monroecc.edu/studentparents
https://unsplash.com/photos/6wAGwpsXHE0


The Community College Libraries and Academic Support for 
Student Success Project (CCLASSS)
➔ 2017 IMLS Grant 

➔ Ithaka S+R and 7 

partner community 

colleges

➔ 2,255 MCC students 

completed survey 

(19%)



Brainstorm Time!



Padlet Brainstorming

Please think about these two questions and then click on the link to join the virtual discussion:

● What are you (or your library) doing to support your student-parents?

● How can we improve our support for our student-parents?

Please join the brainstorming session at  https://bit.ly/sunystudentparents 

https://bit.ly/sunystudentparents


Q&A Go to https://bit.ly/sunystudentparentsinfo   
for a list of suggested reading.

https://bit.ly/sunystudentparentsinfo


Thank you 
for attending
our session!

Andrea Kingston
Digital Initiatives & Special Projects Librarian
Monroe Community College
akingston4@monroecc.edu

Katie Ghidiu
Director, Library Services
Monroe Community College
kghidiu@monroecc.edu

Please contact us
with any questions.
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