
Testing AI Boundaries: Extracting 
Metadata from Historical Materials with 
Emerging Tools

SUNYLA Midwinter Online Conference February 6, 2026

Presentation by
Aaron Pahl



Outline

UAB Libraries

Background

Table of Content Metadata Extraction

Future Plans

Dates, Volumes, and Issues Extraction



© UAB. All Rights Reserved.

Background

Aaron Pahl
Digital Curation Librarian
Assistant Professor

I Joined University of Alabama at Birmingham 
Libraries in 2023. I help manage our digital collections, 
acquire new collections, and provide public 
access while designing and managing 
digitization workflows.

3

UAB Librarie s



1. Exporting file names
2. Renaming files
3. Moving files
4. Copying files
5. Modifying folder 

structures
6. Manipulating Excel data

Background - AI Tools





Aura Table of Content



Challenges



Result

SCHOOL OF - to apply in all slides at the same time edit in Insert > Header & Footer



Next Issues
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AI Metadata Assistant in Alma/Primo
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Future Efforts

1. Extract Specific elements
2. Summarize content
3. HTR conversion



SCHOOL OF - to apply in all slide s at the  same  time  edit in Inse rt > Heade r & Foote r
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• Aaron Pahl
• apahl@uab.edu

Questions? 17A
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Thank you!
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