
 

   

The Future of SUNY Libraries 
It is widely accepted that researchers and undergraduates have an increased 

expectation of the availability of electronic resources.  Given dramatic changes in how 
information is made available, the obvious question of the future of libraries has often 
been posed.  Some commentators have posited unrealistic 
positions, such as Licklider’s or Lancaster’s predictions, 
decades ago, of paperless libraries.  Certainly, copyright 
issues notwithstanding, digitization projects already have had 
an impact on attitudes toward libraries.  

Librarians, administrators, and faculty must ask, what 
is the future of the academic library in public higher education 
in New York state, particularly given current and future 
financial exigencies?  Can we continue to ask for more 
funding, given the large statewide budget deficit?  Because of 
the changes around us, one vision for librarians might be to 
reemphasize their importance to the teaching mission of their 
colleges and universities.  A reemphasis of the teaching 
component of librarianship could take the form of scholarly 
activity beyond annual conferences and other venues for 
professional development.  Librarians and faculty do not have to depend 
on SUNY System Administration to define the position of SUNY libraries 
within the System.  A collaborative conference resulting in a position paper, or a 
collection of papers on the future of SUNY libraries would go a long way towards 
articulating a vision for the SUNY library of the future. 
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There has recently been some hope for positive change in SUNY libraries through an 

increase in allocations for electronic resources.  Over the last three years a number of 

groups, including SUNY University Faculty Senate, have petitioned SUNY System 

Administration for more money for library collections.  When the chancellor did not ask for 

additional money for academic libraries in 2006, United University Professions (UUP) 

lobbied the New York State Legislature for more money for SUNY libraries, despite the 

absence of a SUNY request.  The immediate future of SUNY and SUNY libraries has thus 

been seen as being contingent on the political situation in Albany.  The Report of the 

Governor’s Commission on Higher Education was highly anticipated, but the recent 

changes in the Governor’s Office and the resulting budget fallout have been disappointing.  

In addition, changes in SUNY system administration have an obvious impact throughout 

the system.  As the search for a new chancellor takes place, SUNY librarians continue to 

work with administrators in providing resources to assist researchers and effectively teach 

the students enrolled in SUNY. 

The lack of funding for strategic initiatives 

has meant the Digital Library Initiative, a means of 

augmenting SUNY electronic collections created by 

the SUNY Council of Library Directors (SCLD) and 

the SUNYConnect Advisory Council in conjunction 

with the SUNY Office of Library and Information 

Services (OLIS) and supported by a number of 

constituent groups, has not been funded.  The 

Digital Library Initiative was a request for additional 

funding, and not a comprehensive plan for a digital 

library.  There is no reason, other than a lack of 

communication between groups, that a plan for a 

SUNY-wide digital library could not be created.  In 

the interest of creating stronger library collections, 

SCLD will continue to work with SUNYConnect and 

OLIS to provide electronic resources for SUNY libraries.  Meanwhile, SCLD could engage in 

collaborative efforts with SUNYLA, UUP, the Faculty Council of Community Colleges, 

University Faculty Senate, and other constituent groups towards the common goal of 

ensuring more resources for public higher education in the State of New York.  However, 

the economic outlook of the state of New York seems to preclude increases in funding for 

public higher education over the short term. 

In relation to optimizing collection budgets, there have been some inroads at 

campus libraries into elimination of duplication of effort in the purchase of both print and 

electronic formats.  At the same time, many print journals are not available or not readily 

available in electronic format, and it seems there has been little coordination across SUNY 

to identify not only duplication in journal titles, but also journals not presently available in 

electronic format.  A collaborative project of the four university centers in cooperative 

collection development of monographs (now an idea apparently taken up by the 

comprehensive colleges) has been slow to generate a substantial coordinated collection.  

At least one participant has felt the traditional mindset of building a locally housed 

collection to be an impediment to such efforts, since provosts question the efficacy of 

spending money for materials not held locally.  In the end, making acquisition decisions 

“There is no reason, 

other than a lack of 

communication 

between groups,  

that a plan for a SUNY-

wide digital library 

could not be created. “ 
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across the four university centers have reportedly been difficult. 

There has been interest in emerging technologies in SUNY libraries, not only with 

social networking tools, but also open source solutions to the problem of integrated library 

systems, and other technologies.  The creation of the Library Software Users’ Group 

(LiSUG) has been a positive step in the direction of discussing new technologies.  Although 

OLIS hosts an institutional digital repository using DSpace, a broader role exists for 

libraries in the dissemination of scholarly communication.  Prosser and Ayris (2007) have 

advocated for libraries to become providers of open access materials, saying, “the library 

could cement its position as a central and integral part of the scholarly communication 

process. The environment is evolving ... and the role of the library must evolve with it to 

stay relevant.”  Champions of open source institutional repositories such as Peter Suber 

are quick to point out successes in universities mandating open access.  Unfortunately, the 

use of institutional repositories has sometimes been slow to gain acceptance among 

faculty. 

With the problems inherent in the state budget deficit and the difficulties in system-

wide development of new technologies, librarians can help SUNY move forward through the 

continued development of their teaching mission.  Much has been made recently about 

college age students who have grown up with the Internet as well as other innovations in 

electronic communication constituting a class of “digital natives.”  For many of these 

students, if information isn’t available from a Google search, it may as well not exist.  

Despite their facility with iPods and cell phones, it does not follow that students who use 

Google, Wikipedia, and Facebook are in any way ready to do research, or cite the 

information they find.  They are often unable to write papers, and may have little interest 

in reading.  Although some commentators are quick to excuse new conceptions of reading 

(such as not reading beyond blogs and graphic novels), academic librarians continually see 

students who do not have even a rudimentary grasp of how to research or cite information.  

Such students can’t be expected to use library databases to access information without 

instruction in the use of those databases.  Reformers who advocate extensive increases in 

technology investments have exacerbated this problem. Larry Cuban (2003) has written 

that reformers make two assumptions in the idea that an increase in the amount of 

computer-mediated communication is essential to education: 

1. Access to technology will solve problems in education 

2. Better access to information will make students more knowledgeable. 

In relation to the first idea, Cuban pointed out that technology will not solve problems 

presented by poverty, deteriorating infrastructure, and lack of teacher training. The second 

assumption is based on the idea that access to information leads to critical thinking skills. 

Cuban pointed out, however, that quickly acquired information does not substitute for 

judgment and reasoning. 

It sometimes seems that when confronted with an assignment many students feel a 

need to have their information needs instantly gratified.  This is not a new phenomenon; 

many students over numerous decades have shirked research, but the Internet has 

certainly created the illusion of instant gratification for information retrieval needs.  While 

(Continued on page 4) 
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further development in single interface or metasearch tools is desirable, it will not be 

possible in the foreseeable future for a single interface to effectively search all information 

sources, since, for example, much information will continue to exist in print due to 

copyright restrictions and publisher prerogatives.  Finding materials available in electronic 

formats will remain a problem, no matter how good the discovery tools.  Christine 

Borgman (2007) has said, "More information is not necessarily better information, of 

course. The more content that is digitized, the easier it is to get lost in cyberspace."  

Librarians can help researchers and students to better retrieve increasingly difficult-to-find 

information.  Also, it is well known that the Internet and other advances in computer 

technology have made plagiarism far easier.  Librarians can inform both students and 

faculty about copyright and associated ethical issues, as well as helping faculty combat 

student plagiarism. 

Although many classroom faculty appreciate librarians and work with them to 

coordinate bibliographic instruction for their students, other faculty members in all sectors 

of the University are not adept at finding information, nor are they interested in ensuring 

their students are capable of accessing and citing scholarly information.  Students have 

little motivation to go to the library if faculty members do not assign research projects with 

library components.  Further, it is useless to point to the Internet as the major factor in the 

decline of reference questions or circulation of materials if students are not asked to do 

scholarly research.  It is essential that librarians not act autonomously, but instead work 

with classroom faculty to produce better students. 

SUNY librarians have the capability of being leaders in the scholarly community 

much the same way the librarians at the University of Rochester are defining themselves 

as leaders in the field.   The collection, Studying Students: The Undergraduate Research 

Project at the University of Rochester is an example of librarians addressing pedagogical 

problems in a changing environment.  In addition, SUNY librarians are capable of 

determining student outcomes, and how to measure them.  Though many SUNY libraries 

have participated in LibQUAL, there is no reason assessment methods could not be 

developed locally, and shared with others in the System. 

A collaborative effort among constituent groups faces a number of challenges, not 

least of which is that they have to begin to enter into conversation with each other.  

Organizations and associations are sometimes the boxes one has to think outside of, and 

thinking outside the box is next to impossible without dialogue between groups.  In my 

associations with SUNYLA and University Faculty Senate I have seen that it does not occur 

to librarians or classroom faculty to think outside the structure of their organization, and as 

a consequence librarians and classroom faculty are missing an enormous opportunity to 

discuss issues of importance to both groups.   

The SUNY Council of Library Directors, which has amended its mission to be the 

group that “provides vision, leadership and advocacy for SUNY libraries to ensure the 

highest quality library resources and services for SUNY students, faculty, researchers, and 

other groups,” has been slow to engage in dialogue with SUNYLA or University Faculty 

Senate about ways to move libraries forward.  Although the situation is complicated by the 

activities of other groups competing for state money (such as the New York Library 

Association, or the New York State Higher Education Initiative), it would be a good start if 
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organizations within SUNY began discussions with each other.  Although SUNYLA meets 

annually early in the summer, a meeting of stakeholder groups during the academic year 

could bring together interested parties to discuss topics such as: 

• Scholarly communications 

• Digitization projects 

• Institutional repositories 

• Coordinated collection development 

• Emerging technologies 

• Assessment 

• Copyright 

• Plagiarism 

Much discussion is already taking place in various venues, including the SUNYLA 

and LiSUG Conferences and e-mail lists.  In relation to teaching, University Faculty Senate 

and SUNY system administration have sponsored conferences on scholarship and other 

topics.  The advantage of groups working together would not necessarily be to showcase 

talents or projects in SUNY libraries, but to begin policy discussions that could have an 

impact across the University.   It has become important to redefine who we are, and where 

we’re going.  It is up to SUNY librarians to help create not only the library of the future, 

but to help determine the future of the State University of New York. 
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Let’s all get together for the 

40th Annual SUNYLA Conference  

 In Potsdam 

June 11—13th 2008 
Make it a mini-vacation -- come early, stay late. 
Dorm prices can't be beat!   

Visit the SUNYLA conference website and blog for more details at: 
http://www.sunyla.org/conferences/2008/index.html. 



 

 7 

ADIRONDACK 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

Joyce Miller 

millerja@sunyacc.edu 

Frances Sigurdsson has joined the staff 
as a part-time reference librarian. She is 
also an adjunct librarian at The Sage 
Colleges in Albany and Troy.  She has an 
MLS-equivalent from the College of 
Librarianship, University of Wales, UK, and 
a BA in Anthropology from UCLA.  Fran 
writes freelance articles for regional and 
national publications, including Adirondack 
Life, Cabin Life, and Woman's Day.  She 
lives with her husband, Hal, and their 3 
children on Great Sacandaga Lake in the 
Adirondacks. 

ALBANY 
Gregory Bobish 

GBobish@uamail.albany.edu 

Candace Merbler has been reappointed to 
a two-year term on the RUSA ALA/AFL-CIO 
Library Service to Labor Groups Committee 
for the period 2008-2010. 

A joint committee of the Library 
Association of the Republic of China 
(Taiwan), the National Taiwan Normal 
University, and the Chinese American 
Librarians have invited Win Shih, head of 
systems for the University Libraries, to be 
a keynote speaker during The 21st Century 
Librarian Seminar Series scheduled for July 
7-11, 2008 in Taiwan.  Mr. Shih, who 
joined the library faculty last October from 

the University of Colorado, is lecturing on 
Managing Library Technologies in the Web 
2.0 Era. 

The University at Albany Libraries are 
proud to be hosting two ARL Management 
Skills Institutes this year: “BASIC Library 
Management Skills Institute I: The 
Manager,” August 11-13, 2008 and 
“ADVANCED Library Management Skills 
Institute II: The Management Process,” 
June 10- 13, 2008. For further information 
contact Anna Z. Radkowski-Lee at 518 - 
442 - 3574, email: 
azrl@uamail.albany.edu.  

Statistics are on the rise.  Hits to the 
Libraries’ Web site during the Fall Semester 
2007 were 43,353,463, an increase of 63% 
over Fall 2006.  Off-site online database 
and journal user sessions Fall Semester 
2007 were 453,000, an increase of 77% 
over Fall 2006. 

Meiling Jiao started her new position as a 
Programmer/Analyst in the Library 
Systems Department on March 17, 2008.  
She holds a Master of Science in Library 
and Information Services from the 
University at Albany.  Prior to this position, 
she served as a Student Assistant, an 
Intern and a temporary Assistant Librarian 
in the University Library. 

Liran Harun was appointed as Windows 
Systems Administrator in Library Systems 
Division on January 25, 2008.  He holds a 
BA in Computing and Information Science 
with a minor in Linguistics from the 
University at Albany and plans to pursue 
his MBA degree in the near future.  In 
March, he was invited to attend the 2008 
OCLC ILLiad International Conference held 
at Virginia Beach, VA. 

 

CAMPUS NEWS, 

NOTES, & INFORMATION 
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BINGHAMTON 
Jill D. Yaples 

Jyaples@binghamton.edu 

Ed Shephard has been named the Head of 
Collection Development and Management, 
Zach DuBord is now our Reader Services 
Coordinator at the Binghamton University 
Downtown Center Library, and Jesslynn 
Shafer is our new Resource Sharing and 
Document Delivery Coordinator.  Nicki 
Chanecka has become the Acting Director 
of Development for the University Libraries 
and Nancy Abashian is the Acting 
Supervisor for Library Physical Facilities & 
Infrastructure Support Services. Jalal 
Zuwiyya retired in March.  

 

 

BROCKPORT 

Susan Perry 

sperry@brockport.edu 

We are pleased to welcome two new Drake 
librarians-- Pam O’Sullivan, Head of 
Integrated Public Services, and Pat 
Maxwell, Library Systems Analyst. Pam 
and Pat, who are both new to SUNY, joined 
the staff in early April. 

Bob Gilliam, Head of Interlibrary 
Loan, will receive the Chancellor’s 
Award for Excellence in 
Librarianship this year. 
Congratulations to Bob for this 
honor, and for celebrating thirty 
years of service to the College at 
Brockport.  

Linda Hacker, Instruction & 
Reference Librarian, hosted a 
ribbon cutting ceremony for the 
new Library Commons at 
MetroCenter. The opening was 
held April 9, in conjunction with 
Scholars’ Day. 

Mary Jo Gigliotti, College Archivist & 
Reference Librarian, has received an IMLS 
“Connecting to Collections Bookshelf” grant 
award, on behalf of Drake Library. The 
Institute of Museum and Library Services 
will provide a set of books, DVDs, online 
resources and an annotated bibliography, 
focused on preservation and conservation 
of special collections (http://www.imls.gov/
collections/bookshelf/index.htm). 

David Gordinier, Instruction & Reference 
Librarian, is a second-place prize winner in 
Bon Appétit magazine’s “America’s Best 
Dressed Turkey” competition. David’s 
Asian-inspired dinner and accessories 
earned him a new stainless steel Electrolux 
ICON™ double-wall oven. 

The “Spring into Service @ Drake” student 
employee workshop launched in February. 
Follow-up plans include monthly focus 
groups for student library staff, the first of 
which was held in March. Benefits of the 
program are student staff development and 
training, as well as increased 
communication between library 
administration and students, both as 
workers and as users. 

Ground floor renovations have begun at 
the library in preparation for the relocation 
of IT Support Services, and construction of 
a new Educational Technology Center. 
Work is scheduled for completion by 
August 1, 2008. 
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BROOME 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

Karen Pitcher 

PITCHER_k@sunybroome.edu 

The BCC library recently added a collection 
of six iPods. They are loaded with BCC 
iTunes University content, and are 
available to students for a one-week loan 
period. The iPods were provided to the BCC 
Library through a generous gift from 
Broome Community College Foundation, 
made possible through a grant from the 
Community Foundation for Central New 
York. For more information on our iPods, 
go to http://web.sunybroome.edu/
~library/ipod/. 

The BCC Library’s Technology Careers 
Program received Perkins grant funding to 
purchase videoconferencing equipment to 
support program projects. The equipment 
provides two-way, real-time sound and 
video. An Electrical Engineering Technology 
Digital Design class meets weekly in a 
conference room equipped with a Polycom 
VSX 7000 conference unit and flat screen 
television, allowing them to communicate 
directly with their project mentor in 
Bridgewater, MA. International students in 
an Industrial Technology class are also 
using the equipment to conduct class 
sessions with a university professor in 
Colombia. 

Dr. Deborah Spanfelner, Librarian, 
presented a paper entitled, "Embodiment 
and Subjectivity in the Works of Helene 
Cixous and Assia Djebar" at the 17th 
Romance Languages and Literatures 
Conference on March 15, 2008 at 
Binghamton University. Her talk analyzed 
female subjectivity in a postcolonial era.  

 

 

BUFFALO 

Kathleen Quinlivan 

Kquin@buffalo.edu 

Daisy Waters, Assistant Electronic 
Resources Acquisitions Librarian in Central 
Technical Services, is the recipient of the 
2008 Esther J. Piercy Award from the 
Association for Library Collections & 
Technical Services (ALCTS) of the ALA. The 
award recognizes the contributions to 
library collections and technical services by 
a librarian with no more than 10 years of 
professional experience who has shown 
outstanding promise for continuing 
contribution and leadership. The award will 
be presented at the ALCTS Awards 
Ceremony during the 2008 ALA annual 
conference in Anaheim, California. Daisy 
currently serves as chair of the Continuing 
Resources Section of ALCTS, and has 
participated widely in professional 
organizations at the local, state, regional 
and national levels. 

Marie Peterson, Instructional Support 
Associate in Print Periodicals and Serials, 
Central Technical Services, is the recipient 
of the 2008 Serials Specialist Award from 
the North American Serials Interest Group 
(NASIG). Marie’s attendance at the NASIG 
annual conference in Phoenix, Arizona from 
June 5-8, 2008 will be funded by this 
award which was established to give “a 
promising paraprofessional the opportunity 
to network and interact with a wide range 
of dedicated professionals who work in all 
segments of the serials information chain.” 

Three UB librarians are recipients of this 
year’s Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in 
Librarianship: Cindy Bertuca, Head of 
Information Delivery and Access Services 
in the Health Sciences Library; Cindi 
Tysick, Associate Librarian in the Arts & 
Sciences Libraries, and Daisy Waters, 
Assistant Electronic Resources Acquisitions 
Librarian in Central Technical Services. All 
three have consistently demonstrated 
outstanding skills in librarianship, and 
made important contributions to the UB 
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Libraries and the profession. 

Kris Miller was recently appointed 
Interactive Graphic Designer for the UB 
Libraries. Prior to joining the UB Libraries’ 
staff, Kris worked as an interactive graphic 
designer for LiquidMatrix/Datatel and as a 
freelance web designer. He holds an AAS 
degree in Advertising Design from the 
Fashion Institute of Technology and a BFA 
in Graphic Design from Daemen College.  

Ben Wagner, Associate Librarian, Arts & 
Sciences Libraries, will give a presentation 
to the Professional & Scholarly Publishing 
Division of the Association of American 
Publishers in New York City on May 22, 
2008. Ben’s presentation is titled, “Making 
the Cut: How Librarians Apply Metrics and 
Other Factors in Evaluating their Journal 
Collections.”  

Lori Widzinski, Head of Computing and 
Multimedia Services, Health Sciences 
Library, has contributed the essay “Tips for 
Reviewing Educational Media” to the book 
Thinking Outside the Book: Essays for 
Innovative Librarians edited by Carol 
Smallwood and scheduled for publication 
by McFarland, Summer 2008. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BUFFALO STATE 

Ken Fujiuchi 

fujiuck@buffalostate.edu 

Musa Abdul Hakim, Associate Librarian, 
was among Africana librarians from 
Columbia, Duke, Princeton , University of 
Wisconsin, and the Library of Congress, 
who attended a meeting on the Aluka 
Digital Library in New York City on March 
28, 2008. The purpose of the consultative 
meeting was to gather feedback on the 
content that is currently available in the 
Aluka Digital Library, identify priority areas 
for additional content, think together about 
how best to make this growing resource 
available to scholars in the higher 
education community, and discuss recent 
updates to Aluka. 

Hakim presented an exhibit, lecture, film 
and slide show in two presentations 
entitled “Rescuing those Magnificent 
Endangered Desert Edge Libraries of 
Timbuktu & Beyond: Three Contemporary 
Explorers” at the International Institute, 
Buffalo, New York, on March 22nd and 29th, 
2008. 

An exhibit by Hakim, “Breaking the 
Silences on the Holocaust of Slavery: 
Remembering the Multiple Legacies of 
Enslavement and Trade in Africa’s Human 
Population” was on display at Butler Library 
during February, and at the Merriweather 
Branch of the Buffalo & Erie County Public 
Library during March. A reception and 
lecture for the exhibit was held at 
Merriweather on March 24th. The exhibit 
was featured as the lead story in The 
Challenger newspaper of March 12, 2008. 
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COBLESKILL 

April Davies 

daviesac@cobleskill.edu  

The Van Wagenen Library is currently 
collaborating with the Community Library 
of Cobleskill on a display of student 
artwork from SUNY Cobleskill's Early 
Childhood program.  

If she survives the semester, Fran Apollo 
will have presented a series of 10 
Information Literacy-based workshops, 
each topic being presented 5 days a week. 
Fran says that the series has been 
successful and she's had a "faithful 
following" of regular attendees. On a 
related note, she reports that instruction 
collaboration activity has been brisk for the 
spring semester. Fran also has three book 
reviews in the Spring 2008 issue of 
Multicultural Review. 

During some recent network outages, we 
were happy to discover that we could have 
Pete Barvoets do OPAC searches on his 
iPhone. The students who'd come in for 
help were even happier! 

Gina Brady will attend the New York State 
Library Assistants' Association (NYSLAA) 
conference in Liverpool, NY this June. 

April Davies attended "Library Camp @ 
Syracuse" in March. This un-conference 
was both fun and informative. 

Nancy Van Deusen and Dr. Jiang Tan 
will be going to China for two weeks in May 
to talk to other academic libraries and build 
closer relationships between their 
campuses and ours. 

 

CORTLAND 
Amanda Hollister 

HollisterA@cortland.edu 

Ellen T. McCabe has received an 
American Library Association "Let's Talk 
About It" grant for Jewish Literature. This 

grant will be used to present a series of 
five book talks to be conducted by Nicola 
Morris of the English Department at SUNY 
Cortland, during the fall semester 2008. 
This is the second such grant received by 
McCabe; her previous one was awarded in 
2006. 

Ellen T. McCabe is the recipient of the 
Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in 
Librarianship. 

Ellen T. McCabe and Lorraine Melita 
have created a display to accompany The 
Big Read activities. The display includes 
books and information about Ray Bradbury, 
author of Fahrenheit 451, and information 
about book burning. 

Ellen T. McCabe presented a talk, “Now 
You See Him, Now You Don't: the 
Changeling Child in a Midsummer Night's 
Dream” at SUNY Cortland's Scholar's Day 
on April 9, 2008. 

 

DUTCHESS 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 
Thomas Trinchera 

trincher@sunydutchess.edu 

Tina A. Kiernan, Assistant Librarian of 
Electronic Resources and Digital Initiatives, 
continues to work with the Hudson River 
Valley Heritage Project in the creation of an 
online history of the Hudson Valley region.  
Photos from the 50 year history of 
Dutchess Community College include the 
original land and buildings of the Bowne 
Tuberculosis Hospital to images of Eleanor 
Roosevelt speaking, as well as social 
activities of students from the 1950s 
onward.  Images are added regularly.  This 
project is a collaborative effort with 
libraries, historical societies, and other 
organizations across 7 counties, with 
particular support of the Southeastern New 
York Library Resources Council.  Take a 
look:  http://www.hrvh.org/cdm4/
browse.php?CISOROOT=/dcc. 
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ESF 

Linda M. Galloway 

lmgalloway@esf.edu 

Students, faculty and staff were recently 
surveyed using Zoomerang to assess Moon 
Library’s resources and services.  The 
survey results will help us improve our 
service to the ESF community.  Some 
interesting data gathered from the survey: 

• About 90% of the respondents 
indicated they were pleased with the 
library staff and the service we provide. 

• Why do people come to the Moon?  
They come in daily or once a week to 
check email (43%), to search the 
internet (42%), to study (41%), to 
print from computers or to photocopy 
(40%), to do research (36%), to 
socialize (32%), and to use the 
computer lab downstairs (28%). 

• What do people wish for?  More and 
faster computers, a café, (or better 
coffee and food) specific resources we 
don’t have and help using the library 
resources. 

• 22% of the negative comments we 
received were about noise in the 
library. 

Just under 25% of the available pool of 
students, faculty and staff responded to 
our survey.  We were very pleased with the 
results and hope to re-assess in a year or 
two. 

We will celebrate National Library Week 
with a variety of activities.  One of the 
most popular is our ½ moon cookie day 
here at the Moon – we provide delicious ½ 
moon cookies to our customers. The 
Friends of Moon Library will also hold a 
celebration and pre-publication party for 
our ESF community literary journal, 
Ecologue, on April 17th.   We’ll also provide 
some promotional items during Library 
Week and Earth Week. 

Moon Library was the recent site of the 
2008 ESF Environmental Challenge Science 
Fair and Career Exploration for all Syracuse 
City School District 7th & 8th grade 
students.  The library (during spring break) 
was humming, whirring and bustling with 
activity! 

Three Moon Library staff recently 
celebrated their 10 year anniversary with 
ESF: Jo Anne Ellis, Anne Kavanagh and 
Jane Verostek. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINGER LAKES 

COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 
Charlotte Cooper  

coopercj@flcc.edu 

Charlotte Cooper received a Professional 
Achievement Award (promotion) and has 
been granted a sabbatical for summer 
2008. 
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GENESEE 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

Cindy Francis 

cfrancis@genesee.edu 

Alfred C. O’Connell Library sponsored 
several exciting events this semester. In 
February the entire library staff 
participated in Genesee’s first Experience 
Genesee event. Library highlights included 
a self-guided tour, displays of special 
materials and anatomical models, a 
Stump-the-Librarian booth, and programs 
on “Too Good to be True? Internet and 
Email Hoaxes Exposed.”  One lucky visitor 
won a Barnes & Noble gift card for his 
winning entry to the “How Many Books are 
in the Genesee Library?” contest. 

Novelist Thomas Mullen visited GCC on 
March 13th as part of the 6th annual “A Tale 
for Three Counties” area-wide library 
reading program. Partnering with the 
Batavia Daily News and public and school 
libraries of Genesee, Orleans and Wyoming 
counties, GCC participated for a 4th year 
with great success. Mr. Mullen joined 
winners of our essay contest, committee 
members and college faculty for a luncheon 
and gave a presentation about the project’s 
selection, The Last Town on Earth. 
Reference Librarian Michele Asmus and 
reading instructor Sue Chiddy 
administered the “GCC Reads!” portion of 
the program funded through a College 
Foundation Grant which included 
distribution of 300 free books to students, 
five book discussions and the author’s visit. 
Michele serves as webmaster for the 
program, www.taleforthreecounties.org. 
Mr. Mullen praised Michele’s website and 
asked permission to add it to his blog: 
http://www.thomasmullen.net/blog/.  

We celebrated April, National Poetry Month, 
with our 7th annual Student Poetry 
Contest. Over 75 poems were submitted by 
46 students. Local businesses donated 

prizes which were awarded to the top 7 
poets at a presentation ceremony and 
reception on April 3rd. Anita Whitehead 
coordinated the contest. To view the 
winning poems, see: http://
www.genesee.edu/Library/is/
PoetryContest/2008/poetrywinners08.cfm. 

Two art exhibits organized by Anita 
Whitehead were held in the library this 
semester. An opening celebration was held 
March 7th of Joyce Chizick’s “Plague Art” in 
conjunction with this year’s community 
book selection, The Last Town on Earth by 
Thomas Mullen. In April, the “Designing 
Out Loud” art exhibit featured student 
work from Moi Dugan’s Two Dimensional 
Design class.  

On April 19th Genesee hosted the annual 
John Gardner Festival. Original lithographs 
from Sunlight Dialogues by artist John 
Napper and a collection of John Gardner 
books were available for viewing in the 
library classroom.  

Genesee is now live with Lending in ILLiad 
& Odyssey!  Liz Norton, Marilyn Mullen, 
Drew Kloc and Nina Warren had a full 
day of ATLAS on-site training on April 3rd. 
Next step: Borrowing! 

Anita Whitehead attended the WNYLRC 
workshop “Are Databases Dead?” April 8th 
at GCC.  Presentations included “Google 
and Company: Are we learning the lessons 
fast enough?” and “Databases vs. Google: 
Do we really get what we pay for?”  

On April 18th Nicki Lerczak presented a 
poster entitled, “MIA No More: ENG 101 
Distance Learning students at Genesee 
Community College” at the “Integrating 
Library Services into a Learning 
Management System” COCID held at SUNY 
Brockport.  The goal of the conference was 
to provide practical ways to integrate 
library services into learning management 
systems. 

Genesee will be hosting the CIT 2008 
Conference, the First community college 
to do so. Please consider attending the 
conference, which is May 27-30 in Batavia.  



 

14  

MARITIME 

Lori Gluckman Winterfeldt 

lwinterfeldt@sunymaritime.edu  

Maritime librarians recently hosted a visit 
from United States Military Academy 
(USMA) at West Point Library Director Joe 
Barth. Faculty members from both 
Maritime and USMA have participated in 
site visits in an effort to learn about 
similarities and differences in resources 
and operations.  Much was learned on both 
sides and the experience benefited all who 
were involved.   

Both Library Director Constantia 
Constantinou and Head of Technical 
Services and Collection Development Lori 
Gluckman Winterfeldt had abstracts 
accepted for inclusion and presentation at 
the International Association of Maritime 
Universities (IAMU) Annual General 
Assembly to be held in San Francisco, CA, 
from October 19-22, 2008.  The theme of 
the 9th AGA is: “Common Seas, Common 
Shores: The New Maritime Community”.   

Once again, Evening Reference Librarian, 
Geri Hebert will serve as our Ship's 
Librarian aboard the T.S. Empire State.  
Jacob Adekola, Evening Reference 
Librarian, leaves us for a well-deserved 
retirement.  We wish Jacob well!   

Several library students have joined us as 
interns over the last few months: Eppu 
Jensen (Pratt Institute, School of Library 
and Information Science); Elisha 
Brewster (Long Island University, Palmer 
School of Library and Information Science); 
and Mary Sullivan (City University of New 
York, Queens College, Graduate School of 
Library and Information Studies). 

 

 

 

 

NASSAU 

Linda Gorman 

Linda.Gorman@ncc.edu  

On April 3rd Prof. Linda Gorman, 
Reference Librarian, received the SUNY 
Chancellor's Award for Excellence in 
Librarianship. 

Prof. Marsha Spiegelman from the 
Library and Dr. Richard Glass from the 
Mathematics Dept. presented "The History 
of Mathematics: Making it Work with Web 
2.0 Games" at the ICTCM Conference in 
San Antonio, Texas, and "Gaming and 
Learning" at the Computers in Libraries 
Conference.  

 

 

NEW PALTZ 

Colleen Lougen 

lougenc@newpaltz.edu 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of 
the Sojourner Truth Library.  The library 
received a special birthday present.  The 
state budget will include $12.8 million for 
library upgrades and renovations.  The 
college will receive $60.8 million for other 
construction projects on campus. 

Sojourner Truth Library celebrated its 
seventh annual observance of National 
Library Week at New Paltz with READ 
posters; exhibits included "A Visual History 
of the Library at SUNY New Paltz" and "The 
Graphic Novel Comes of Age" -- the first 
installation on the history, role and craft of 
the Graphic Novel, created by Dr. Pauline 
Uchmanowicz, her students, and library 
staff; a series of musical and arts events; 
and “An Evening with Francine Prose” 
sponsored by the Friends of the Sojourner 
Truth Library.  New Paltz students were the 
subjects of this year's READ posters, 
photographed by National Library Week 
chair Morgan Gwenwald. 
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The Sojourner Truth Library will be offering 
a new group work space for learning and 
teaching this semester.  By freeing up 
space in the Microform Room, The 
MediaSpace will provide students and 
faculty with a larger space to view videos 
and collaborative workspaces to conduct 
group projects.  The group video viewing 
area will be equipped with a new 52" flat 
screen display.  Overhead speakers will be 
mounted on the ceiling and channel sound 
directly down to viewers and not into the 
rest of the room.  Comfortable chairs will 
enhance this area for students who want to 
watch DVDs and videos in small 

groups.  New modular furniture, 
equipment, and software will be installed in 
the rest of the space to support the 
creation of group projects.  

Nancy Nielson, Collection Access 
Librarian, is the Grand Marshall for the 
College Faculty at all graduations. 

 

 

 

Pauline Uchmanowicz, Associate Professor of English, with her class on the Graphic 
Novel, together with Sojourner Truth Library Outreach Librarian, Morgan Gwenwald and 
library staff member, Erin Barnard, produced the exhibit, "The Graphic Novel Comes of 
Age", as part of National Library Week.  The exhibit showcases a wide range of contempo-
rary graphic novels, both North American and international, that are a literary and visual 
phenomenon, fully part of the twenty-first century.  The display is up for the month of April 
in the Sojourner Truth Library Gallery. 
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NIAGARA COUNTY 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

Karen Ferington 

feringk@niagaracc.suny.edu 

The faculty and staff of the Henrietta G. 
Lewis Library have been working with the 
firm, JMZ Architects and Planners of Glens 
Falls, NY, on plans for the renovation of our 
library and the creation of a Library 
Commons. So far the architects have met 
with us onsite and have created their first 
set of architectural drawings. We are 
responding to those plans and working with 
the architects to create a space that will be 
open, welcoming, and student-centered. 
The plans include a glassed-in atrium 
between the Library and the Humanities/
Social Sciences Building. We are excited 
about the project and planning for an 
updated library for the 21st century. 

 

ONONDAGA 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 

Angela Weiler 

weilera@sunyocc.edu 

Media Librarian Pauline Lynch Shostack 
coordinated Coulter Library's first ever 
Library "After Hours" event.  Approximately 
70 attendees (staff, students, and 
community members) were entertained by 
the music of Mark Zane; a multimedia 
program titled “Catching the Wave: Ten 
Musicians Who Changed the Face of Rock 
Music" with Jeff Harr; grocery bingo; a 
team scavenger hunt; and a mini history 
scavenger hunt created by a faculty 
member.  Photos are available at: http://
library.sunyocc.edu/news/events/
afterhours/libraryafterhours/. 

Reference Librarian Frank Doble gave a 

presentation entitled "The Eclipse of the 
Sun of Science by the Moon of Astrology" 
on Wednesday, February 6.  An entire 
biology class (BIO 105) attended, which 
generated some fascinating discussion!   

Frank also received a President's Incentive 
Grant titled "Improving Student 
Engagement Through the Enhancement of 
Student and Faculty Awareness, Use and 
Enjoyment of Coulter Library."   Through 
this grant, release time was given to an 
OCC faculty member so they might spend 
quality time in Coulter Library and become 
aware of the myriad possibilities the library 
holds for their classes.  English professor 
Malkiel Choseed is the faculty member 
participating in the grant, and he will be 
attending library department meetings as 
well. 

A Poetry Reading was held in the library on 
April 16 by "Shakespeare's Sisters," a part 
of the OCC Women's Studies group.  
Readings centered around women poets.  
Part-time reference librarian Gerry Wright 
coordinated the event. 

Public Services Librarian Angela Weiler 
was granted tenure approval in December 
2007, and was recently promoted to 
Associate Librarian.  Angela is also 
teaching Coulter Library's first online 
course, LIB 299: Special Topics in Library 
Research. 

 

ONEONTA 

Logan Rath 

lrath@brockport.edu 

Oneonta has opened the new Milne 
Technology Center in the basement level of 
the Milne Library.  The Technology Center 
will house student computer labs; the 
Information Technology Help Desk; the 
Teaching, Learning and Technology Center; 
and Technology Services.  More 
information can be found on the Milne 
Library’s website at http://
library.oneonta.edu.  Along with the new 
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Technology Center, the Cooperstown 
Graduate Program will be putting on an 
exhibit in the Library.   

Logan Rath, Emerging Technologies 
Librarian, has announced his resignation 
and will be taking a position at The College 
at Brockport as their new Digital Services 
Librarian.  

 

OSWEGO 

Karen Shockey 

shockey@oswego.edu 

The "Oral Histories: Emergency Refugee 
Shelter at Fort Ontario (Safe Haven)" are 
now available online through SUNY 
Oswego’s Penfield Library. Library Director 
Mary Beth Bell said of the project, “For 
the first time, we are able to make 
available to people the oral history tapes 
from the Safe Haven project that have 
been stored for the past several years in 
Special Collections. These tapes include 
oral histories of Safe Haven by individuals 
who lived there and/or played some role in 
bringing refugees to Oswego, and providing 
shelter and a place to live without fear. I 
am proud to have the tapes on our 
website."  

A segment from the site notes, "In August 
of 1944, close to 1,000 refugees from war 
torn Europe were placed in an internment 
camp at Fort Ontario to await the outcome 
of the Second World War. The majority of 
these refugees were Jewish and had 
recently been liberated from the 
persecutions of Nazism in central Europe. 
Their stay in Oswego was to become an 
emotional event for the community of 
Oswego and a political conundrum for the 
nation. It was not until January of 1946 
that the gates of the War Refugee Center 
were opened and the refugees allowed to 
become truly free." The tapes are available 
at: www.oswego.edu/library/archives/
safe_haven.html.  

Penfield Library hosted an exhibit titled 
“Drawings from Children of Darfur.”  This 
exhibit consisted of almost 200 prints of 
children’s art that Dr. Jerry Ehrlich 
brought back from his time in Darfur while 
with Doctors Without Borders.  The entire 
collection of drawings is now in the SUNY 
Digital Repository (http://
hdl.handle.net/1951/43011).  At the 
exhibition opening Dr. Darius Makuja of 
Lemoyne College gave a presentation titled 
“Genocide in Darfur: Oil Interests and the 
International Community’s Inability to Stop 
Crimes Against Humanity in Sudan.” 

Natalie Sturr will present at the Nylink 
Local Holdings Summit in Saratoga Springs 
in June.  Her presentation, with Lauren 
Pinsley, OCLC Services Manager at 
NYLINK, is titled “Acceptance: Can Less 
than Perfect be Okay?”. 

Jim Nichols presented a poster session at 
the recent College at Brockport COCID: 
“Integrating Library Services Into a 
Learning Management System.” Jim's 
poster, "Learning Information Literacy for 
Everyone: Populating the Learning Object 
Repository" focused on how Penfield 
Library is planning for and organizing the 
use of the ANGEL Learning Object 
Repository as a means of infusing 
information literacy into the curriculum of 
upper division courses through all the 
major programs. 

Shannon Pritting attended Computers in 
Libraries in Arlington, VA funded partially 
through a NNYLN Professional Development 
Award.  Emily Hart attended the Mid-
Atlantic Regional EDUCAUSE conference in 
Baltimore, MD. Michelle Parry and Mary 
Beth Bell attended the annual ILLiad 
Conference in Virginia Beach.  Mary Beth 
Bell and David Clendinning attended The 
Academic Library Planning and 
Revitalization Institute in Philadelphia in 
March.  Karen Shockey will be attending 
the Living the Future 7 conference in 
Arizona at the end of April.  

Penfield Library and SUNY Oswego will host 
the annual IDS Conference August 4-6.  
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PLATTSBURGH 

Michele Toth 

tothmm@plattsburgh.edu 

Phase one of a new library signage project 
has been completed. New signs have been 
placed throughout the building both inside 
and out. These include new banner flags on 
the light poles outside the library and new 
directory signs inside listing the locations 
of services and 
collections. 

Anne de la 

Chapelle has 
joined us as a 2-
year visiting 
assistant librarian. 
She was formerly 
at the Clinton 
Community 
College library. 

Michelle Toth will 
be presenting a 
paper titled 
“Students’ Technology Literacy: 
Assumptions, Expectations and the Truth” 
at the CIT conference at Genesee 
Community College in May. 

POTSDAM 

Marianne Hebert 

hebertm@potsdam.edu 

Jenica Rogers-Urbanek attended the 
2008 Computers in Libraries conference, 
where she presented "Going beyond the 
Great Idea: getting buy-in and doing 
effective training for 2.0 projects" as part 
of the Academic Library 2.0 preconference.  
Preconference content available at http://
academiclibrary2point0.pbwiki.com/.  She 
also will be presenting virtually at the 
ACRL/LAMA Joint Virtual Institute, "Leading 
from the Middle: Managing in All 
Directions," offering a presentation entitled 
"Integrating Training and Doing : Teaching 
Social Software While Getting Things 
Done."  (More information available at 
http://www.acrl.org/ala/acrl/acrlevents/
springvirtualinstitute.cfm) 

Jane Subramanian gave a guest lecture 
to the Information Processing graduate 
class at University at Albany's Information 
Studies Department on April 10, 2008. She 
also met with student members of the 
Society of American Archivists University of 
Albany student chapter for a roundtable 
discussion that evening. 

Recognizing that poster presentations have 
become an important means of 
communication in many fields, including 
our own, the College Libraries at SUNY 
Potsdam are offering a pilot project this 
semester utilizing a Student Computing 
Access Program funded poster printer to 
support student assignments. Faculty who 
are interested in having their students 
publicly present their research in the poster 
format may arrange with Keith Compeau 
to have a poster development workshop. 
The students learn some principles of 
design and how to use PowerPoint as a 
design tool. Students can then submit their 
posters to Keith for design review, much as 
they would use the Writing Center, before 
submitting it to their instructor for content 
review. The instructor then submits it back 
to Keith for printing. The posters are 
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presented at venues such as the campus 
Research Fair, or the faculty may arrange 
to have a two to three hour class 
presentation of their work in the Crumb 
Library lobby. 

F.W. Crumb Library will be closed for 
summer 2008 for the replacement of the 
entire HVAC system, ceiling tiles and 
window replacements.  Library services will 
continue to be provided through the 
Rebecca V. Sheard Literacy Center, and the 
Julia E. Crane Music Library. 

 

PURCHASE 

Carrie Eastman 

Carrie.Eastman@purchase.edu 

The Library’s renovation is moving 
along at a steady pace.  Over 
spring break we moved our Art 
and Reference collections into 
some of our newly renovated 
spaces, as well as shifted some of 
our collection within our main 
stacks on the lower level.  We also 
recently re-opened our second 
floor and balcony to the public; 
this is where our Art books were 
relocated.  Although awaiting 
some finishing touches of wooden 
tops and sides for our shelves, we 
are very proud of how this space turned 
out and it has been very well received by 
the campus.   

In addition to the Art collection, the space 
boasts new furniture for study and 
relaxation, two group study rooms and a 
balcony with additional study areas.  We 
look forward to the fast approaching day 
when two new smart classrooms will be 
finished and available for use and our lower 
level Information Commons receives new 
furniture and computers.  Stay posted for 
updates.  Meanwhile, go to our Flickr site 
for additional photos of our newly 
renovated second floor: http://
www.flickr.com/photos/pclibrary/. 

Leah Massar, our Natural & Social Science 
Librarian and Reference Coordinator, 
recently was one of four presenters at a 
co-sponsored event between ACRL/NY 
Westchester Section and the WALDO 
Information Services Committee on Friday 
April 4th entitled “Clickers in Libraries.”  
Our own Susanne Markgren was one of 
the program coordinators.  Leah’s 
presentation focused on using Clickers in 
library instruction and increasing student 
engagement and was entitled “Click to Get 
Started.” 

 

 

STONY BROOK 
Michael Bailou Huang 

mbhuang@notes.cc.sunysb.edu 

Michael Bailou Huang, L.Ac., received a 
BPS in Health Sciences and MS in 
Acupuncture from the New York College of 
Health Professions. He achieved "Diplomate 
in Acupuncture" certification from the 
National Certification Commission for 
Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine 
(NCCAOM). He is now licensed to practice 
acupuncture in the State of New York as a 
licensed acupuncturist. 
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SUFFOLK 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 
Rebecca Turner 

turner@sunysuffolk.edu 

Shaun Gerien, Suffolk Community College 
Media Specialist and The Long Island 
Producer/Reporter for The WSHU Public 
Radio Group – NPR, is serving on the 
coordinating committee for The Associated 
Press Broadcast Journalism Conference 
that will be held at Syracuse University on 
October 4, 2008.  Shaun is the Immediate 
Past-President of The New York State 
Associated Press Broadcasters Association. 

Penny Bealle (Library Faculty, Eastern 
Campus), Kathleen Cash-McConnell 
(ESL Faculty, Eastern Campus) and 
Bernadette Garcia (ESL Faculty & 
Academic Chair, Grant Campus) will 
present at LOEX 2008 in Chicago on May 2, 
2008.  The title of their session is: "ESL 
Students Cross the Academic Threshold: 
How Interpreting Demographic Data Builds 
Information Literacy Skills - Three 
Perspectives." 

Kevin McCoy, Professor of Library 
Technical Services, gave a workshop titled 
"Student Privacy in the Information Age" at 
Suffolk Community College's Professional 
Development Day on March 11th.  The 
workshop focused on FERPA, HIPAA, library 
patron confidentiality and students' 
attitudes towards privacy in a networked 
world. 

SUNY IT 
Ronald Foster 

Ronald.foster@sunyit.edu 

Nancy Kaiser has been promoted to 
Associate Librarian, and Barbara Grimes 
has been promoted to Senior Assistant 
Librarian. 

The library has joined Ask Us 24/7 and 
plans to begin offering the service soon  

ULSTER COUNTY 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 
Robin Walsh 

walshr@sunyulster.edu 

In February Library Director Kari Mack 
gave a tour of the library and 
demonstrated library resources during the 
campus accreditation visit by The National 
League of Nursing Accrediting Commission 
(NLNAC).   

The wireless network in the library has 
been expanded and now covers the entire 
building.  

Macdonald DeWitt Library, in cooperation 
with the SUNY Ulster Biology Department’s 
Vet Tech program and the Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Ulster County, is 
hosting 4-H Veterinary Science Unit III. 
The 6-week program ended on April 10 
with students presenting their research 
before a review panel.  

Macdonald DeWitt Library is celebrating 
National Poetry Month in April with lobby 
displays and participation in the 14th 
Annual Ellen Robbins Poetry Forum which 
was recently renamed in memory of the 
late chair of the English Department. 
Poetry Forum was founded in 1994 by the 
late Director of Library and Information 
Services, Larry Berk, who acted as 
coordinator for the first twelve years. This 
year’s featured poet, Naomi Shihab Nye, 
has been a Lannan Fellow, a Guggenheim 
Fellow, and a Witter Bynner Fellow (Library 
of Congress). She has received four 
Pushcart Prizes, and numerous honors for 
her children’s literature, including two Jane 
Addams Children’s Book Awards. Her 
collection 19 Varieties of Gazelle was a 
finalist for the National Book Award. 
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WESTCHESTER 
COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

Gloria Meisel 

Gloria.Meisel@sunywcc.edu 

 

 

 

Gloria Meisel, User Education Librarian, 
Westchester Community College and A. 
Ben Wagner, Sciences Librarian, 
University at Buffalo presented a 
workshop, "Are Databases Dead?" on 
Tuesday April 8 for a joint program of the 
Rochester Regional Library Council and the 
Western New York Library Regional 
Council.  A. Ben Wagner opened with 
"Google & Company: Are we learning the 
lessons fast enough?" and Gloria Meisel 
spoke on  "Databases vs. Google: Do We 
Really Get what We Pay For?"  

Looking for something? 

Was your library missing from 

the Campus News, Notes,  

& Information section? 

Don’t have that empty feeling 

again… 

 

The deadline for the 

OCTOBER issue is September 15th. 
 

 

 

This message brought to you by the  

new SUNYLA Newsletter co-editors: 

Shannon Pritting (Oswego) &  

Jennifer Smathers (Brockport) 
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ILL INTEROPERABILITY EXPERIMENT 
By Corinne Nyquist, SUNY New Paltz 

Until last summer, to share our resources with the 225 libraries in our nine-county region 
that are not members of OCLC, we linked to a virtual catalog using VDX (Virtual Document 
eXchange) software.  We are OCLC members using ILLiad software management software.  
Thus, our ILL staff needed proficiency with two very different ILL systems.  Also, statistics 
and other data were not easily combined. Last year ISO compatibility between VDX and 
ILLiad became possible.  Sojourner Truth Library Interlibrary Loan Librarian, Corinne Ny-
quist, and the regional coordinator of resource sharing, Judy Fischetti, had lobbied for 
interoperability for several years with representatives of VDX and ILLiad/OCLC, and now 
we joined with them to beta test linking these systems. 

An interesting problem faced early on was what to call each library.  We entered the sym-
bols used in WorldCat.  Ours is ZLM. For non-OCLC member libraries in the region we used 
an earlier set created for the Library of Congress National Union Catalog (LCNUC), a book 
catalog of the library holdings of colleges and universities created in the 1950s.  Our NUC 
symbol is NeppaSU.  We soon learned that this combination of symbols did not work.  The 
solution was to use NUC symbols for all.  At our request Library of Congress created NUC 
symbols for regional libraries that did not have them. 

We have been contacted by many libraries across the country for technical details, which 
our computer support staff members have gladly shared.  Corinne has an article titled “ILL 
Interoperability Experiment: A Non Technical View” forthcoming in the next issue o the 
Journal of Interlibrary Loan, Document Delivery, and Electronic Reserves.  

Book review by Ellen McGrath 
(University at Buffalo Law Library) 

Ellen McGrath, Review of Mrs. Magavero: A History Based on the Life of an Academic 
Librarian by Jane Brodsky Fitzpatrick. Duluth, Minn.: Library Juice Press, 2007. 

The review copy of this title, provided to SUNYLA by Library Juice Press (http://
libraryjuicepress.com/), made for interesting reading.  A slight change to the subtitle would 
better represent the content of this work though.  A History Based on the Life of a Female 
Librarian at Maritime College would be more appropriate, especially since the author states 
more than once that the Stephen B. Luce Library at SUNY Maritime College is not a 
“typical” academic library. 

This book consists of four major sections: Women in Library History, The Maritime 
Colleges, Mrs. Magavero (includes photos), and Transcript of Oral History.  These are 
accompanied by a preface, introduction, conclusion, and a 10-page bibliography that runs 
the gamut from an 1886 article by Melvil Dewey to videocassettes and websites. 

The transcript of the oral history interview conducted by Ms. Fitzpatrick with Mrs. 
Magavero in the Story Corps booth in Grand Central Terminal in New York City on 
November 3, 2005 is located at the end of the book, but might have been better placed at 
the beginning.  The oral history is very informal, reads a bit awkwardly at times, and 
comes to a rather abrupt end.  Listening to the audio version might have been preferable; 
however, I could not locate it on the Story Corps website. 
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Filomena Magavero’s career as a librarian at SUNY Maritime College in the Bronx, New York 
extended from 1949 to 2003.  Here is a brief summary of her life prior to that time: she 
was born in the Bronx in 1922, graduated from Hunter College in 1943, became 
“disenchanted” with teaching, worked for the Office of Censorship during World War II, 
received a fifth year Bachelor of Science degree in Library Science from Columbia in 1946, 
was assistant cataloger at the library of the United States Merchant Marine Academy in 
King’s Point, New York, moved to the head of cataloging position at Hunter College, and 
ended up as a cataloger at the Maritime College in March 1949, where she proceeded to 
work for the next 54 years. 

Mrs. Magavero was the first professional woman hired at the Maritime College, which is 
also referred to interchangeably throughout as Fort Schuyler.  The main focus of this work 
is the sexist treatment that Mrs. Magavero received during those 54 years, particularly 
during the first half of her career.  The anecdotes recounted range from the sublime (her 
job classification and salary inequities, her mistreatment by the male faculty) to the 
mundane (the transportation challenges associated with her initial interview at Fort 
Schuyler during a snowstorm, the lack of convenient restroom facilities for women).  Mrs. 
Magavero was hired on a clerical line (though she questioned this at the time) and 
remained a clerk until reclassified as a professional thirteen years later.  She received 
faculty status along with all SUNY librarians in 1968.  During her career at Maritime, she 
served as a cataloger, government documents librarian, periodicals librarian, and archivist. 

In spite of the fact that she felt the male faculty were “mean” to her, Mrs. Magavero said 
she loved her job and enjoyed working with the cadets.  She said she learned to cope by 
ignoring the male faculty and claimed that she did not resent having to do so.  The section 
that covers the history of the College reveals a great deal: “The male culture at the 
Maritime was insufferable.  Women were traditionally thought of as bad luck on board 
[ship] and were not welcomed on campus.” (p. 43). Another woman was not hired in the 
library until 1969, making Mrs. Magavero the only female library employee for twenty 
years.  The discriminatory atmosphere on campus finally started to relax in the early to 
mid 1970s when the first female cadets were admitted to the College.  To make matters 
worse, Mrs. Magavero was never able to interact with other librarians (of any gender) due 
to the lack of travel money and the physical isolation of Fort Schuyler. 

The early sections of the book strive to put Mrs. Magavero’s experience into context within 
the fields of women’s history and library history.  Regret at the dearth of accounts of the 
day-to-day experiences of women librarians in the literature is expressed.  Women 
librarians are characterized as a “disadvantaged majority.”  There are descriptions of the 
feminist efforts and writings within the library profession, including the Committee on the 
Status of Women in Librarianship (COSWL) established by the American Library Association 
(ALA) in 1976.  Unfortunately the book’s conclusion verifies that gender pay inequities for 
female librarians still persist today. 

I enjoyed reading this book, though I was left with other questions that I would have 
asked of Mrs. Magavero if given the opportunity: 

Do or did you ever consider yourself a feminist? 
What other daily situations made you call the male faculty’s treatment of you 

“mean”?  Were you and/or your work and opinions directly belittled by them? 
What, if anything, would you do differently if you had the chance? 

It was gratifying to read in the afterword that Mrs. Magavero was honored with a plaque 
celebrating her numerous achievements during the SUNYLA Conference held at Maritime in 
2007.  Hopefully that helped to assuage Mrs. Magavero’s expressed worry that she did a 
“disservice” to the profession by not being more of an activist for women’s rights.  On the 
contrary, this “pioneering woman” blazed a trail for us all and we thank her! 
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